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The photogravure prefixed to this volume is from a 
portrait of J. Q. Adams, painted in London by J. S. Copley, 
in the spring of 1796, and sent by the artist in the early part 
of the following year as a present to John Adams and his 
wife. The original, belonging to C. F. Adams, is now (1903) 
on deposit in the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. The fac- 
simile of Mr. Adams's signature is from a letter written a 
little more than a year after the portrait was painted. 

Extracts from the diary which follows were read at the 
stated meeting of the Massachusetts Historical Society in 
November, 1902, and excited much interest. It was after- 
ward printed in the Proceedings of the Society; and it is 
now reprinted by their permission for wider circulation. 



On the Slst of October, 1901, the First CoBgregational 
Church of Newburyport^ Massachusetts, observed its one 
hundred and seventy *fifth anniversary, ^and, also, the one huo- 
dredth anniversary of the dedication of its meeting-house.* 
The pastor of the Society, the Rev. Samuel C, Beane, D,D., 
invited me to take part in the eeremoniea of the day on the 
ground that my grandfather, Johu Qiuncy Adams, " was for 
a few years in his youth an interested and acllve member of* 
the Society ; and, while such, *' he was in a great measure 
instrumental in obtaining the settlement of Rev. John An- 
drews, his young Old Colony friend, as minister [of the 
Church, in which] his family is still represented*" Not feel* 
ing at liberty to decline an invitation thus extended, it occurred 
to me I could best improve the occasion by communicating to 
those gathered extracts from tlie diary John Quincy Adams 
kept during a portion of tbe period of his residence at New- 
buryportj — a student in the office of Theophilus Parsons, who, 
nineteen years later, succeeded Francis Oana as Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts- The diary in question 
is contained in two small octavo volumes, bound in calf, bought 
in Paris, and entitled ^* Ephemeris," It is the record of a 
young law student s daily life, and, as such, was kept with 
more or less detail ; but, unfortunately, it is not continuous, 
covering the whole of one year only (1787) and a portion of 
the year following. The first detailed entry relating to the 

' A report of the apeecbes an<! proceedings on thiB occasion lia« since been 
piibliehed by order of the Society. Iq it are iiicladed nbout tliree print<*d pages 
of the foDowiog diary of J. Q. Adamft. Cdebration of the On© Hundredth Anni- 
Tersary of the Meeting House of the Fint Reiigioui Society in New bury port| 
October 81, 1901. Ne wburyport, 190^, pp. OL 
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Newburyport experience is of August 9, 1787; the last of 
October 14, 11 ^S. Mr. Adams's health then broke dowii^ 
as the result probiibly of too severe applicatioD ; for, in almost 
every entry immediately preceding liis illness, he complains 
bitterly of insomnia, lying awake at times whole nights, 
and at other times getting sleep only through the use of 
opiates. 

Though I found in this record much which greatly inter- 
ested me, DO use whatever was made of it by my father in 
his publication entitled *' Memoirs of J. Q. Adams " ; for it 
contains little of, so-called, historical value. It nevertheless 
gives a curious and graphic picture of social, e very-day 
existence in a small ilassaclnisetta seaport during the closing 
years of the eighteenth century. Its maturity of tone is 
perhaps its most noticeable feature ; but, in reading it, it 
is w^ell to bear constantly in mind that not only was the writer 
an exceptional character, but his experience had been so very 
unusual as to be even yet almost, if indt-ed not altogether, 
unique. Born and brought up as a boy in an eighteenth- 
century Massachusetts country town^ in the midst of our 
revolutionary troubles, he accompanied his father to Europe, 
still lacking five months of his eleventh birthday, when, one 
February morning, the two took boat .from the beach at 
Brain tree, for the frigate '* Boston," lying in the ofiBng. Sent 
to school near Paris, he there became proficient in French. 
On this point we get an amusing aa well as suggestive glimpse 
of him from the diary of John Adams, kept during the return 
from his first mission to France in 1779, At this time J. Q, 
Adams was not quite twelve yeai's old. He liad been in 
France some fourteen months, and was returning home with 
his father on the French frigate '' Sensible," in company with 
La. Luzerne, the commissioner from Louis XVL to the Con- 
gress, and M. ilarbois, the secretary of the commission. 
Writing when three days at Sep., under date of Sunday, the 
20tli June, John Adaujs says: '^Tbe Chevalier de la Luzerne 
and M. Marbois are in raptures with my son» They get him 
to teach them the language. I found this morning the Am- 
bassador seated on the cushion in our state-room, M. Jlarhois 
in bis cot, at his left hand, and my son stretched out in his, 
at his right. The Ambassador reading out loud, in Black- 
stone's Piseourse at his entrance oo his Professorship of the 
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Common Law at the University, and my son correcting the 
proounciation of every word and syllable and letter. The 
Ambassador said he was astonished at my son's knowledge ; 
that he was a master of his own language, like a professor- 
SL Marbois said, Your son teaches us more than you ; he has 
point de grdce^ point d'eioges. He shows us no mercy, and 
makes us no compliments* We must have Mr* John**' 

Getting safely back to America and the Brain tree envi- 
ronment early in August, 1779 j about three months later 
John Adams again embarked for Europe, and again on the 
" Sensible " ; this time accompanied by two of his sons, John 
Quincy and Charles, the latter only nine years old. They 
returned to France by way of Spain, and J. Q, Adams now 
remained six years in Europe; during which time, besides 
being at school and college, he associated in confidential 
capacities with men of diytinction much older than himself, 
in ilolland^ Russia and France. He saw also a good deal of 
both Franklin and Jefferson, especially the latter, for whom 
he entertained a strong boyish admiration. At fourteen he 
was a student in the University of Leyden, of which institu- 
tion he always afterwards spoke with deep affection. More 
than fifty years later, referring to this period, he wrote: 
" There is a character of romantic wild n ess about the memory 
of my travels in Europe from 1778 to 1785, which gives to it 
a tinge as if it was the recollection of something in another 
world. Life was new, everything was surprising, everything 
carried with it a deep interest* It is almost surprising to me 
now that I escaped from the fascination of Europe's attrac- 
tions, , . . My return home from Auteuil, leaving my father 
when he was going upon his mission to England, decided the 
fate and fortunes of my after-life* It was my own choice, 
and the most judicious choice I ever made. My short dis- 
cipline of fifteen months at Harvard Umversity was the intro- 
duction to all the prosperity that has ever befallen me, and 
perhaps saved me from early ruin *' ; and afterwards (1840) 
when philosophizing in his diary, in extremely despondent 
mood, over his own life and the results thereof, he wrote 
again, it was to *' Harvard College, Leyden University, seven 
years of youthful travel and the blessing of heaven " tliat he 
attributed whatever of useful it had been given to him to 
accomplish. 
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Graduating at Harvard, in 1787, the volumes of diary cover- 
ing student life at Newbury port open immediately thereafter. 
From one of these volumes I made a number of extracts for 
use at the Newburyport church anniversary of Slst Octo- 
ber ; but these extracts proved far too voluminous to find a 
place in the printed report of what then occurred. Another 
portion I subsequently communicated to the Massachusetta 
Historical Society at its November meeting, 1902. I then put 
the two volumes covering the Newburyport period in the hands 
of Mr. C. C. Smith, tlie editor of the Society, with permission 
to make such use of their contents as he saw fit. It was the 
daily record of a young man just out of college. Having 
passed the period between eleven and eighteen in a curiously 
diversified and roving life in the Europe of Louis XVL, Cath- 
erine IL and George HI., he had then been suddenly trans- 
ferred at his own volition to America, where at twenty he had 
graduated at Harvard. The salient features of his college days, 
as recorded in this diary ^ have already found their way into 
print. ^ The record of subsequent law-student life at New- 
buryport was thought by Mr. Smith to be of sufficient interest 
to justify reproduction in full in the volumes of Proceedings of 
the Historical Society. This publication resulted. 

It is merely necessary to add that, between 1787 and 1790, 
Newburyport^ a substantial seaport of some five thousand in- 
habitants J was largely engaged in commerce. As a commu- 
nity, it was made up of people — ^ men and women — of the old 
New England type. While distinctly provincial, the place had 
not yet become suburban ; it had an individuality. Socially, 
no less than commercially and financially, it was a local centre. 
The period was critical. The country had emerged from the 
revolutionary troubles only a few yeai's before, and was still in 
the formative stage- The land was poor, and those dwelling in 
it were burdened by taxation. Hence the spirit of unrest was 
great ; crude theories of money, government, and the rights of 
man were in the air, and it yet remained to be seen whether 
the people of Anglo-Saxon descent in America were to prove 
equal to the occasion and develop into a nationality, or 
w*hether, victims of a morbid jealousy of all centralized au- 
thority, they were to sink itjto a state of chronic anarchy. 

1 North American ReTiew, vol. cxir* pp. 110-147, HarTord College^ 178^- 
17ST. Henij Ad&diB, ElAtorical E$9&ji» pp. SO-121. 
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Sha}Vs RebeUioii had broken out in Massachusetts only a few 
months before this diary opens; the Convention which framed 
the Fedeitil Constitution was then sitting at Philadelphia; 
John Hancock was Govcntoi" of Massachusetts ;, but not for 
two years yet was Washington chosen President, In Europe, 
France was on the eve of the Revolution, and, on May 5, 1789, 
the States General naet at Versailles ; on the 14th of July fol- 
lowing tlie Bastille was stormed ; William Pitt vTas then Prime 
Minister of Great Britain ; the trial of Warren Hastings was in 
progress; Frederick the Great had been only a twelvemonth 
dead; and the future Emperor of the French was hanging 
about Paris, an impecunious Lieotenant of Artillery, vainly 
seeking financial relief for his father from a bankrupt and 
sinking goveniment So far as the writer of the diary himself 
was concerned, his father had, in 1787, been eight years in 
Europe, and his mother and sister three years. In 1785 they 
Lad passed over from France to England, and since then John 
Adams had represented the Federation near the Court of St, 
James- During the periotl covered by his son's residence at 
Newbnryport he returned to America to assume the duties of 
Vice-President in the first administratioii of Washington, 
Finally, at the time covered by this diary, Boston, not yet a 
city, numbered some eighteen thousand inhabitants, and Cam- 
bridge a little over two thousand. The town of Quincy had 
not yet been incorporated, but was still the North Precinct of 
Braintree, the birthplace of the writer of the diary. It num- 
bered a population a little short of three thousand. 

While some insignificant portions of the diary have been 
omitted either because the events recorded were too trivial or 
commonplace to merit publication, or because they related to 
matters of student life and intercourse now of interest to no 
one, the record is noticeably devoid of anything of a scan- 
dalous or prurient nature, or of allusions which the most sen- 
sitive of descendants would seek to suppress. In these respects 
it is throughout thoroughly healthy, as well as creditable to 



the writer,^ 



C. F, A. 



1 Acknowle*!gnient is here due to Miss J. C, Watts (RadL-liffo, 1897) for 
asftlitiince iu the preparation of the notes. Thoroughly trained and imletati- 
gable in researub, she has succeeded in throwing a flood of light on people aji<l 
evealB which had passed whoEy out of liiFiog memory. 
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August 9th, 1787.* 

I breakfasted this morning with Mr. Andrews,' and after breakfast 
called upon Jack Forbes ; " in their company I passed my time away 

^ Two entries of an earlier date are of interest in connection with J. Q. Adams's 
life in Newburyport : — 

Sunday, Jane 10, 1787 : " . . . Dined at Mr. Dana's, in company with Mr. 
Parsons of Newbury-Port ; a man of great wit, as well as of sound judgment 
and deep learning." 

June 23, 1787 : " Mr. Cranch and Dr. Tufts came from Boston this afternoon 
— the doctor informs me that Mr. Parsons has agreed to receive me; and conse- 
quently I expect to go in August or September to Newbury-Port." 

Francis Dana was appointed a Justice of tlie Supreme Court of Massachusetts 
in 1785; Cliief Justice in 1791. As Secretary of Legation, he liad sailed from 
America with John Adams and his son in 1779; and when subsequently appointed 
to a mission at St. Petersburg, he took J. Q. Adams, a lad of fourteen, with 
him as his private secretary. See J. Q. Adams, Memoirs, vol. i. pp. 10, 12. 

March 10, 1787, J. Q. Adams wrote in his diary : ** Soon after prayers I 
heard with equal grief and surprise that Judge Dana was seized with an apo- 
plectic and paraletic fit, on Thursday in the forenoon : that his life was for some 
time despaired of, and that he is still in a very dangerous situation. To me he 
has been a second father, and his instructions, though too much neglected at 
the time when he gave them, have since been more attended to ; and have at 
least check'd some of my failings, and were calculated to reform them entirely. 
I have tlierefore reason to revere him in a peculiar manner : but a man of his 
talents and virtues, filling one of the most important offices in the State, is 
precious to the whole Commonwealth ; and should his disease prove fatal, his 
loss will not be easily repaired. 

" 11th. ... in the evening I went down to Judge Dana's, but did not see him : 
the president [Willard] was there, stiff as ever. Mr. Dana had a second attack 
last night ; but not so violent as the first : they have some hopes and many fears 
with respect to his recovery." 

As respects Theophilus Parsons, compare the characterization by Daniel 
Webster m 1804, in F. Webster, Private Correspondence of Daniel Webster, 
vol. i. p. 183. 

Dr. Cotton Tufts, an erudite and public-spirited physician of Weymouth, was 
at this time in his fifty-seventh year. He had married Lucy Quincy, sister of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Q. Smith, maternal aunt of Mrs. Abigail Adams. When absent as 
minister to England, John Adams left his business afiairs in the care of Dr. 



2 John Andrews (H. C. 1786), a native of Hingham, then (1787) a student of 
Divinity at Cambridge; later pastor of the First Parish Church of Newbury- 
port for over forty years ; died August 17, 1845. See the histories of Newbury- 
port. 

< John Murray Forbes, classmate of J. Q. Adams. See infra, p. 68 note. 
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till uenr eleven o^clock. I tlien niouuted^ and after stopping a few 
minutes at Medford/ I proceeded, and at about two, arrived at the tavern 
in Wilmington; where I found my two brothers" who were returning 
from Haverhill^ both of them much pleased with their tour. Between 
four and live we parted, they went towanls Cambridge and I came on to 
Haverhill, where I arrived, at about eight in the evenipg. . * . 

11 til. This forenoon, I took a ride with Mr. Shaw,* to see mj 
classmate Welch,* who lives about four miles from hence. After I 
re turn VI, I called In, at Mr. Bartlett*8,* where I found Mr. and Mrs, 
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TuftB, Under date of Jane 2, 1780, he wrote to htm: ^' A yenr will Boon be 
aboul, and wlmt are we to do thea with John '' What lawyer shall we dfsire to 
take Jiiin, in town or country 1 and what sum noist be given with liim V and 
what will his boanl and clothing coal? and wht^ri: almll we get money to pay all 
these expenses ? Shall I come home and take all my boys into my own office ? 
I was once thought Co hare a tolerable knack at makinj^ lawyers, and now could 
tare a Urge sum by it/' 

See John Adams, Works, vob ix. pp. 548, 649, 556. See aUo AppleloRp 
Cyclopojdia of American Biography ; J. Tbaclier, American Medical Biography, 
vol. ii. ijp. 141>-li>2; Letters of Mrs. Abigail Adams (lfe4b), pp* 26, 51, 125; 
J, Q. Adains, Memoirs, voL viii, p. 385; vul. xL p. 378. 

Ricliard Cranch, of Braintree, was the husband of the elder lifter of Mri» 
Abigail Adams. Jiorn (172i5) in Devon^ England* he came to Massac by si*tti In 
1746, was a Ucpreaentative from Briiintree to the State Legislature in 1779^ re- 
ceived the lionorary degree of Master of Arts from Harvard in 1780, and waa 
now (1787) a judge of the Court of Common Pleas for Suffolk County; be 
died October It), 181 L W. T. Davis, History of the Judiciary of Afossachusett^, 
p, 216; Letters of Mrs. Abigail Adams {lti48), pp, xxviii, 126; John Adama, 
Works; Fleet's Almanack for 1787 ; C. F. Adams, Three EpiBodes of Maaaachu- 
setU History, p. tHM. 

J Dr. Tuft:* was born in Medford, and bis relatives still lived there. 

2 Charles Adams (H. C, 17ii9j, second son of John Adams, bom 1770; subse- 
quently a lawyer in New York City; died there in 1800. Thoraa« Boylston 
Adams (U. C. 1700), bora 1772; raarried Ann Harrod, of Haverhill; Representa- 
tive from Quincy to the State Legislature, iBOo-l^Uti ; was chosen a member of 
(jovernor Gerry's Council in May, 1811; was Chief Ju&tice of the Court of 
Common Pleas for the Southern (^ircuit, which included Norfolk, Plymouth, 
Bristol, and Barnstable counties, 1B11-18PJ: died ia 18S2. Both were at thia 
time ttyde'its at Harvurd, the one a Junior and the othf»r a Sophomore; they 
bad been visiting Mrs. Shaw, their mHternal aunt, at llaverhilL 

• Rev, John Shaw (H. C. 1772K son of the liev. John Shaw, of Bridgewater ; 
ordained in 1777 ; settled at Haverhill ; died in 17D4. Mr«. Shaw was Miss 
Elizabeth Smith* sister of Mrs. Abigail Adams, — a cultured and charming 
woman. J. Q. Adn ms was preparer! for Harvard College in the house of Mr* 
and Mrs. Shaw, and always regarded her with afifectionale veneration, as '*ono 
of the earliest and kindest friends and guardians of my childhood/' See N. E- 
Hist, and Gen. Reg., vol. xlviii. pp. 170-181 ; J, Q. Adams, Memoira, vol. xii, 
p. 276; Hurd, Hist, of E^f^iyx County, p. 2005. 

* Francis Welch, born May 31, 1766, at Plniatow, N. H. ; Jane 3, 17R0, ordained 
pastor of ilie West Parish in Amesbury ; died December 15, 1703. Kurd, Hiat 
of Essex County, p. 1510* 

^ Probably BaOey Bartlett ; see in/rat p. 17 noi«. 
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Dolton/ witli their two eldest daughters^ and Mies Hazen. They all 
dkied at Mr. White's/ and in the afternooo all returned to Mr. 
Diil ton's seat at Newtown. The eldest dungliter is very much as abe 
was two years ago, blcK>ming as a rose, and, tbey say, in a fair way 
to be married. Tlie younger has grown since I last saw her, and 
appears to better advanitii^e. Miss Ilazeii a[fpears to have altered but 
very little since the time when I livtid here with her: she is indeed 
now two J ears older, and must necessarily possess more prudence and 
steadiness ; but her mxinners are still the same*. I p^sed the eveniog 
with White* and returned home just before nine. 

12th. Mr. Tappan* from Newbtirj preached here the whole day. 



1 Tristram Dalton, clasgmate of John AdAms at Flarrard, a wealtby and 
cultured iTiercliaivt iit Newbury port » active in pobticaJ life. lie Imd been a 
Kcpresentativc and Senator in llie State Legiiibiture, and S[>eftk&r of tlio HoijAe ; 
later* in 178P, be waa tlie first United Htatea St<nHior from MiisBac!bu*«ett9. The 
younger Misa Daltyn married Let>uard Wliite Augu#st 21, I7t*4. In addition to a 
fine town house (wbidi i& still Btjmdini^ un Stnte Street in Newburyport, t!ie 
keadquarterB of tbe Dalton Club) Tristrani Dalton posaeesed thi» summffr home 
in Newtown, now Went NewUury. It was bei^utifully situated in tlie mitlst of 
•ome two bun*!red acrea, about four niilei from Nt'wimryport, on the toad to 
UaTerbill* at tbe itimmit of Pipe Slave Hill, wbence, a Cravi: Ik^r of that day 
writer^ eighteen churcb steeple* were Ui view. See J. J. Currier, *' Ould New- 
bury^" pp. 3*10-340, 475-483. Tbe view of tbe Merriniark from Pipe Stave HiJI, 
a view of his town hou.^e, and a iiortrait of TrEstram Dalton himself are repro- 
duced there. See also E. F. Stone, Sketch of Tristram DEtlton. 

2 John VVhito, fatlier of Leonard Wbite (claasmate of J. Q, Adams), was one 
of tho wealrhieat merchants in Haverhill, and dwelt in a*' large three story man- 
sion " on Water Street, " one of the most imposing and costly dwellings in tbe 
region,'* with a terraced front yard with trellised fence and a dt^ep garden in the 
rear witb boxwood bordered walks. Bee Chase, Hist, of ilaTerhill, p. 46L 

■ Leonard White, clasKniate of J. Q. Adams, was prepared for college by the 
Rev. John Sliaw in company with J. Q* Adan^s and William Craneh, J. Q. Adams 
writes in his diary, June 8, 1787 : "Leonard White of Haverhill was twenty the 
3d of last month, I live<] at Haverhill some time, and, as he chunii with my cousin* 
I was ai^c|uainted witb him before I came to the University, and haTe been verj 
intimate with him since ; his natural abilities, without being v^ry great, are such 
as will enable bini to go through life witb honour, and his disposition is amiable. 
His virtues are numerous* but among ihtm all motb-sty is the mo«t cooHpieuoui, 
I never knew any other pt-rson ho intimately as lam acquaintetl witb bim, with- 
out having perceivuil in him some sparks of ranity; but I believe he never 
experienced tbe feeling, A remarkable neatness of person is likewise one of hit 
characteristics, and is tbe more extraordinary because he has so few imitators 
here. He has so much cjimlor that I never beard him speak ill of any one of 
bis claMOiates, and very seldom of any one ; hi» defect* are only triviul foiblet, 
«Dil lie will eertftinlr be an useful iiieml>er of society." Leonard Whire served 
on the Hiterhill school committee and as town clerk and treasurer ; was in the 
LegitUtare in 1800; a member of Congress, 1811-1813; cashier of the Merri- 
wuick Bank for « quarter of a century. He died in Oetober, 1849, io his eighty- 
third yean StM? Ilunl, Hist, of Essex County, pp. 2002, 2011. 2012. 

* Eey. Bftvid Tappan (H. C. 1771), bom in MaBcbester April 21, 1762; a 
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Both hh aerraoDs were doctrinal, but very ingenious. This gentletnfta 
IB mud* celebrated in thia part of the country, for his abilities, bath 
naturtd and acquired, I was much pleased with the little cooveraation 
I had with him in the course of the day ; but his public speaking is far 
! ^m being graceful. Elocution indeed has not till very lately been 
considered as claiming a right to much attention in the education of 
youth ; and consequently there are but very few preachers who had 
finished their education before the last war diat make any figufe at all 
as speakers j and even those who are ackuowIed2;ed to be men of great 
genius and learning are with respect to the delivery far inferior to 
many modern preachers who have Dot half their talents, 

13th, I intended to have gO!ie this day to New bury -Port, but the 
weather was bo excessively warnn, that I determined thia morning to 
omit going till to-morrow. I paid a visit to Judge Sargeant* in the 
forenoon and epent a couple of houra there; conversed upon political 
aobjects. Saw Mr. Thaxter a few minutes. After dinner 1 went with 
Mr, and Mrs. Sliaw to see mj classmate Eaton ; ^ but he was not at 
home. On our return we Btop*d at Parson Adams's,* but neither was 
be to be found, 80 that we then came home, and I passed the evening 
with my uncle. 

14th. It was BO warm again thia day that 1 did not set out from 
Haverhill till between three and four in the afternoon. Ou the road I 



cUaimate of Dr. John B. S wott, of Newburyport, at Harvard ; settled over the 
Beconil CliurcH in West Newbury April 18» 1774 ; Appointed Hollis Professor of 
Divimty at Harrard In 1702; died August 27, 1B03, See CofflJi, Hist of New- 
bury^ pp, 371, eta 

^ Nathaniel Pea»lee Sarf^eant (II. C. 1750), a Justice of the Supreme Court 
of Massachusetts (1775-1790), ita Chief Juitice (1700-1791). See Hard, Hiat. 
of Essex County, p. 200S; J. Adams, Works, vol. ix. p. 3iH}. 

* Ptfter Eaton was bora in the West I^ariali of Hftverhill March 16, 1765; was 
a pupil at PbiUips Andover Academy ; studied for the ministry under his pastor, 
Dr. Phineaa Adams ; waa settled over the church at Boxford for fifty-flve years 
(1789-1846). March 24, 1787, J. Q. Adams wmte : *' I have not the pleasure of 
&n intimate acquaintance with him, but all thoi^ who have speak well of him. 
As a speaker he is distin^ished, and as a scholar respectable ; his public exer- 
cises hare been in general equal if not superior to any in the clasa aince I 
belonged to it ; but he is rery modest and diffldent, so that he has not brought 
himself so much into notice as several other* in the class, who without hi* abili- 
ties hare a much greater share of confidence." See W. B. Sprague, Annals of 
the American Pulpit, toI. yiii. pp, 222-226; Cbaae, Hist, of Haverhill, p. 630; 
Hurt!, Hist of Essex County, p. 2012. 

^ Rev. Phineaa Adatna (H. C. 17G2), a classmate of Judge Dana at Harrard, 
born in Rowley March 14, 1742; an acceptable pastor to the somewhat discord- 
ant West Parish of HaverhiH from 1771 until kis death in 1801. Tiie parish had 
iecured the dismissal of one pastor for hereay and made three tmaucceasful 
Attempti to fill the pulpU before Mr* Adama went there ; afler his death it 
remained for twenty-flTe yean wiClioiii ft h tiled p«itor. Ch&to, Hkt. of HftTei^ 
hill, pp. 567-670. 
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met nf (different times Mr. Tuppatiy Stedman, and ThotDp^on,^ and Tom 
Hooper, I iirineti at IMr. Tufu's in Newbury-Fort, just before Bim- 
Bet» I did not enter the town wilb the most fiivorable impressions. 
About ihrt^e weeks hent'e I am to become an inhabitant of the place. 
Without friends or connections, I am to etJind on my own ground, and 
am in all probability to live here three years ; whether agreeably or 
not timi^ only mu^t discover ; but the presages witbiu my breast are 
not such as I should wish realized. 

15th. In the forenoon 1 went to see Mr, Paraons,* and informed 

1 WilJiam Stedman (H. C. 1784) and Tliomas W. Thompgon {H. C. 178C) 
were students in the law office of Thf oplniua Parsoni. 

William I>tedman, bora lu Cambridge, opened hii law office in Lancaster; 
died in 1631. When J. Q. Adams was a member of the national Senate^ William 
Stedman was ia the House of Representatives (1803-1810). and lodged with 
J. Q, Adamn's cullua^ue, TimoLhy rickerlu^. It i» probable tliat their relations 
were not tlien altogether cordial, as, a few weeks after liis arrival, J. Q. Adams 
heard from his cousin, William SImw, that Willinm Stedman was the writer 
of ft letter to the '* Centinel ** criticising very severely his attitude to the Louisiana 
question, et&j and ending with this summary uf J. Q. Adama'i course thus &r, 

^^Quia tali a fando 
Temperet a lachrjmig.** 

See the '* Centinel " for December 10, 1803 ■ Memoirs, voL i. p. 2QL 

Thomas W. Thompson, son of Deacon Thomas Thorapaon, of Newbury ■ boni 
March 15* 176(5 ; prepared for college at Dummer AcHdeiny ; graduated from 
Harvard in 1780; was apparently the most popular man in his class ('*The 
class are rather disappointed by the absence of their favorite Thomson, who ia 
BO unwell as prevented liim from appearing this day," diary of J. Q. Adams, 
Commencement Day, July It), 1780} ; serred as aid to General Lincoln during 
Sbays's Rebellion; now (1787) a law student in Mr. Farsons'a office. He was a 
tutor at Harvard 17813-1701 ; resumed his law studies with Mr. Parsons; be^an 
the practice of law in Salisbury, N> H., in 1794; postmaster at Salisbury; solici- 
tor of the county in 1802; a member of Congress in 1805; represented Sahsbury 
in the General Court in 1801 and 1608; was chosen State treasurer in 1809; 
removed to Concord ; representerl Concord in the Legislature for four years from 
1811, being Speaker of the Ilonse the last two years; was elected United States 
Senator for three years in 18M; and was again a member of th«? State r^egisla- 
ture. He was a trustee of Dnrl mouth College 1801-1821 ; he died October, 
1821, Daniel Webster began his law atndit^s in Mr. Thompson's ofBce, See J. 
Q. Adams, Memoirs, vol. viii- p 118; also F. Webster, Private Correspondence 
of Daniel Webster, toI. i. pp. 18H-100, for a tetter by Mr. ThompsoTi written in 
1801, the letter of a busy, active, kindly man; C. H. Bell, Bench and Bar of 
New Hampshire, pp. 088, 689; *' Harvard College, 1780-1787," in H. Adams, 
Historical Essays, p, 112, 

^ Theophiius Parsons, later Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Massachu- 
letts, a son of the Rev, Moses Parson s, was bom in the neighboring parish of 
Byfleld (the old parsonage is still standing) ; educated at Dummcr Academy and 
Harvard College {IW^h Then (1787) a man of thirty-seven, with some thirteen 
years' experience at the bar, several young men of promise bad gone forth from 
his office in the low house that stil! stands on Stat© Street; — the most note- 
worthy, perhaps, was Ruf us King, at thii time (1787) ft member uf the Constitti- 
iional Convention at Phlladelphuk 
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him that I should probably attend at liis office in about three weeks. 
Stedman and Thomson are there now, but the former of these will 
leave the olHce by tire latter end of next mouth* My chissmate 
Putnam * has applied for admissioUj and intends, I am told, to enter the 
office iu November- Two at once would be full Butricient, but if tLero 
are half adozeu it cannot be helped. I went, acoompauied by Stedmani 
and paid a vi^it to Miss Junes, the young lady who was at Mr. Wiggles- 
worth's '^ when Bridge* and I boarded there last winter* She looks 
very unwell^ and they fear she ja iu a cousumptioii. Dined at Mr. 
TuftaX and soon after dinner I went to see my friend and classmate 
Little.* I found Thomson there, but he soon after proceeded on hia 

1 Satnuel Put nam. of Danyera* then an immRtur© youth of twent.v, later a 
Justice of the Supreme Court of Ma«iadiu^L*tts for twenty-eight years. See 
Appleton's Cyclopaedia of American Biogmphy, etc* 

•^ Edward Wiggteswarth (il. C 174^), Hultis Pmfpsaor of Birinrty, 1765-1791. 
His daughter Margaret, the Miss Wiggles worth nientiooeil bein\v, born Dofember 
28, iTCOp married Itcv. John Andrews September 8, i78U, and lived thereafter 
in New bury port. 

^ J* Q. Ailama and lus clasumatc Jamea BriiJge boarded at Professor Wigglei- 
worth's during an d^ht weeks' Taeation due to lack of fuel at the Umv<jr»ity. 
See Henry Adams, ilistorical Esfaye, pp. t*3, St. On pages 80-122 of Mr. 
Adams'fl volume, in an essay enlitled '^ Harvard College 1786-1787/* free qiiota- 
tiona are made from the diary of J* Q, Adams for that period. St^e ht/m^ p. 148. 

* Moses Little, born in Newbury July 4, 1760; died m Salem October 13, 
1811, J. Q. Adama wrote, under date of iMay 0, 1787* " Great application, joined 
to very good natural abilities, place him in the fr&t line in the class as a scholar; 
he baa been attentive to all those parts of science which are pursued here, and in 
all he has made considerable proflcieney. As a ifieaker be is inferior to several, 
but his composition is perhaps rather too flowery ; to a large share of ambition 
lie unites great modesty, and lie has the peculiar talent of being favour'd by the 
government of the College without losing hia popularity with his classmates. 
His disposition must of course be amiable ; be seldom contradicts the opinions of 
any one, yet when he is obliged to declare his own sentiraentSp be can show that 
he thinks for himself; but notwithstanding all bis good quahtiei he is some- 
times censured, and such is the instability of all populaces that a small trife 
might induce two-thirds of the class to deny the improvements and the abilities 
even of this person." Compare the cbaracteTizatiou m James Tbacher, Ameri- 
can Medical Biography, vol. L p, 358. Mosea Little was then a medical student 
under Dr. J. B. Swett, of Newburyport. Later he was a well-known surgeon ia 
Salem, and lived in the house opposite the Essex Institute. He, and afterward 
hia children, died of consumption ; fearing ttiis result, be prepared tliis luacriptiony 
wlucb was placed on Ma tombstone, — 

Phthisis mf^atiabilii, 

Patrem Matremque 

Devorasti* 

Parce, O ! Parce, 

Liberii, 

He was the son of RichaTd Little, a shoemaker, seaman, and farmer, who wai 
living in 1787 on Newbury Green. G. T. Little^ The DescendaDta of George 
Little^ pp ZlfdL 
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vay to Wenbam. We bad •everal imart showen in tbe ooane of tbe 
afternooD. Just before dark I retoni'd to llr. Tnfti'i at tbe Port In 
tbe evening, between nine and ten, we bad a Toy beaTj abower, witb a 
violent gust of wind. 

16tb. I went again tbis fbrcDOon to aee Mjm JaoeM, and offered to 
call in tbe afternoon and take a leoer for Miit Wiggletwortb ; but 
when we set out I entirelr forgot mr promise, and did not recollect it 
Ull I bad got some waj oat of town. Mr. Tbaxter arrived in town 
this morning, and dined at Mr. Tafts*a. In tbe forenoon I engaged a 
place where I am to boani ; wbidi is at a Mrs^ Leatbers's.^ It is not 
80 convenient as I sbotdd wisb ; bat I most pat np witb it for a time, 
and when I get here I shall be able to look oat for mjsdC Soon 
after dinner, I set off in oompanr witb Mr. Tliaxter ; stopp'd a few 
minutes at Mr. Dalton, where I foand a large eomponj from town, and 
arrived at Haverhill at aboat sonscu 

17tb. At home all tbe forenoon, reading Tom Jones,' one of tbe 
best novels in the langruage. Tbe scwes are not oolj sack as maj 
bave taken place, but they are similar to sacb as almost eveiy pei^ 
son mav have witnessed. This book cannot left! a person to form too 
favorable an opinion of human nanire ; bat neixber will it give a false 
one. 

Passed the af.eiTKKm and part of tbe evening at Mr. White's, ^e 
papers of this day give an account of a violent bnrricane, wbidi did 
a vast deal of injury in tbe towns of Framingbam, Sodbory, Marl- 
borough and some o:ber» in tbe Coanty of Woreesxer. on Wednesdajr 
in the afternoon. It was not perceived in these parts of tbe ooontiy, 
where there were only two or three heavy showers of rain In the 
oourM of that day. 

18th. This forenoon I took a ride with White to see our fiasunatw 
Eaton. We spent about an bonr with lum and recnrn^d before dinner* 
Dined at Mr. White's and the afternoon w^ent to see bis peail adi 
works : * tbe sight of these, and the aoeoant of all the process ia 
making pot and pearl ash. was pleasing hecanse it was new. Leonaid 
complains very much of tbe staj^nadcw of bnnness; and indeed oonH 
meree, as well as the other profesuons. offers bat a miserable p ro a pect 
to young penionj^ It is however to be hoped that the aoeoe will 
brighton within a few years : and when we bave nothing more sab- 
stantial to suppi^n us. we must place cor dependence npon bopei 
When I retum'd home. I fecund Mr. Shaw gone to Newbiuy, where 
he is to preach to-morrow for Mr. Kinhall. 



» Mrft. Lcathen ^irrf on Siatp Sovet. a Wxk bdow Mr. 

• rio)i3iT\j:'f novel, * Tcwn JtaM*." vw pobiinhed xa lT4ft. 

• ThJ» wt» AT CAr> inioKCT in HarerLill dasn|r from ITSB. It 1 
article of export to Englaiid. l:«laad. etc Cfaass, HisL sf Havvbil^fp. Sn^4S& 
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Mr. Kimball * preacli*d a couple of practical discourses, the 
Bnbjects of which I liked better than those of Mi\ Tappau, last Sunday: 
his oiamjer of treating km subjects, though good^ was not, I think, ef]ual 
to tliat of the other gentleman. After meeting I coovers'd with him, 
chiefly upon political topics* He haa a most tremendous frowrn and 
appears upon no short an acquaintance to be possessed rather of a 
peevish difficult temper; which I judge not from hh conversation but 
his countetiauce ; and I am informM tiiat this opinion ia not erro- 
neous. It was almost sunset when Mr. Shaw came home. Leonard 
White pass'd part of the evening here^ and I took a walk with him 
down upon the banks of the riven The weather \erj falr^ but looks 
as if it would not coutiuue so lon^. 

20th. I had some thoughts of leaving Haverhill this morning, but 
it rain 'd all the forenoon; and, as I am not in any particular haste 
and my friends here are still willing I should remain with them, I 
determined to defer my departure a day or two longer. I staid at 
home the whole day. Mr, Thaxter^ spent the evening with us. He 
iinally declared that he intended, if no unforeseen event should take 
place, to be married before next December; and I am heartily glad 
of it. 

21 st. Hazy weather again all the forenoon. I went and pass'd 
an hour with my friend White before dinner. Spent the afternoon 
with Mr. Thaiter at his office- Mr. Dodge was there, a great part 
of the time. We conversed upon various subjects. Mr. Thaiter, 
whose feeliogs are very warm, expressed his sentiments quite openly 
with respect to a gentleman whose political conduct ha3 been of late 
somewhat suspicious. I drank tea at Mr. B. Bartlett's." Par sou 

1 Rev. True Kimball (H. C HIE), born In Plaiatow, N. H., January 28. 1757 \ 
iettled over the cimreh in West Newbury from November, 1782, to April, 
1797 I died July 17» 1816, at Haiuputead, N. H. See Coffin, lliat. of Newbury, 
p. 370. 

* John Tliaxter (H. C. 1774), cou»in of Mr». Abigail Aflams, eon of Colonel 
John Thaxter, of Hingliam, ant! gnindaon of Colonel Jolin Qnincjr ; born 
July, 1755; died July, 1791, At the outbreak of tbe RevoJutionary troubleB be 
was studying law in the ofliue of John Adnma ; was tutor to J. Q. Adama for 
several yuars, and accompanied the father aud sou, as private secretary to the 
foriiier, on bis second miseioa to Europe in 1779; returned to America in 1783 
as the l>earer of the Treaty of Peace with Great Britain. In 1787 he was 
practicing law in Haverhill. He married Elizabeth Duncan, daughter of Jatne^ 
Duncan, a merchant in IlaverbilL See J. Q. Adams, Memoimi^ vol. i. p. 7 ; Cbase» 
Hist uf Haverbili, pp. 451, 628; Faniilmr Letters of John and Abigail Adams, 
pp- 24, 27» 35, 367 ; John Adnms, Works, vol. viL p. 58Q ; etc. 

8 Bailej Bartlett, a friend of John A"lam», was a fellow-boarder with him and 
with Samuel AtlamR at Phlhidelpbia when the Declaration of Independence wiis v/ 
adopted. He was a Representative in the Legislature 1781-1784 ; a member of tbe 
State Setiate in 17S0, and of the Convention which ratified the Constitution of the 
United States ; a Eepreeentatlre to Congress in 1707 and 1799. For forty years» 

3 
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Smith ^ witli bla \udy\ Captain Willis^ and Lis wife were there, anS 
Mr. and Mrs. Lee from Cambridge. It was the first time I had ever 
been in company with Mr. Lee : he has, I am told, much more show 
than solidity. He doea good, however, with his fortune ; and this is 
meritorious, though the motives by which he is actuated may not be 
the most noble and generous. Retum'd home at about seven o'cLock, 
and received an invitation from Judge Sargeantj which will detain me 
here one day raore. 

22d. Dined at Judge Sargeant's, with Mr. and Jlrs. Shaw. Mr. 
Porter "and his lady are there upon a visit from Ryej with a child 
about BIX weeks old, which forsooth immediately after dinner must he 
produced, and was handed about from one to another ; and very 
shrewd discoveries were made of its resemblance to all the family by 
turns, whereas in fact it did resemble nothing but chaos. How much 
is the merciful author of nature to be adored for implanting in the 
heart of man a passion stronger than the power of reason, which 
affurds dcdigbt to the parent at the sight of his offspring, even at a 
time when to every other person it must be disgusting. Yet it 
appears to me that pareuts would do wisely in keeping their chOdren 
out of sight, at least untill they are a year old, for I cannot see what 
satisfaction, either sensual or intellectual, ran he derived from seeing 
a misshapen, bawling, slobbeiiiig infant, unless to persons particularly 
interested. We drank tea likewise at the Judge's, and returu*d home 
between seven and eight in the evening. Leonard White came up to 
give me a letter for his chum, 

23d. I left Haverhill this morning at about nine o'clock; and at 
twelve arrived at the tavern in Wilmington, where I dined. At about 
two I agaiu set off and got to Cambridge a tittle before six. I came 



bep'nning with 1780, with an intermisBion of a few montha vrhen Elbntlge G^rry 
was Governor, he held the oflice of eheriH in Essex Coutity ; m 1S28 he cast an 
electoral rote for J. Q. Adams as Presiileat. See Ilurd, Hist, of Essex County, 
pp. 2009, ^010; G, W. Chase, Hist, of llaverhill, pp. 618-620. 

1 Rtv. Ileiekiah Smith, born on Long Island. N. Y., April 21, 1737; gradu- 
ated from Princeton in 1762; ordainod as an Evanpeliat in Cljnrlestoo. S. C. ; 
gathered a Baptist church in Haverhill; remained its pastor fc^r nearly fortj 
years, until liia death in 1805. In 171J7 he received the degree of D.I>. from 
Brown University, of whidi ho had been an earnest supporter. Mrs. B. Bartlett 
was a daughter of John White, who with others of his connection were the earli- 
est adherents of Mr. 8roith. See Chase. HiBt, of Haverhill^ pp. 684-587, 635; 
Hurd, Hist, of Essex County, pp. 19'j4^1'J9tj. 

^ Captnin Benjamin Willis, horn in Boston January 10, 1743, married Mary Ball 
in 1705; a shipmaster of Charlestown ; was taken prisoner by the British on the 
tea ; when released he found his family had taken refupe in Haverhill ; he fol- 
lowed them thither, and continued his interest \n shipping. See Chase, Hist of 
Haverhill, pp. 451, 462; WymanV Genealopies and Eat^tei of Charles town, p.l03€i. 

' Mrs. Forter was Judge Sargeant's danghter* 
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tbrou^b Mystic * and called at Mrs. Tiifts's, to see my friend Freeman,* 
but be was gone to Boston. When I got to Camhridge I found great 
alterations had taken place since I left College, Mr. Ri*h1 * and Mr. 
Burr* have resigned, and likewise the libranan-* Mr. Webber" and 
Mr. Ware were chosen as Tutors, hut Mr. Ware declined accepting as 
he has an unanimous call to settle at HiiighsmJ and will probably 
soon be ordain 'd. Mr. Abbot ^ has since that been chosen, and Mr. I, 



1 Myatic, i'. e, Medforf!, the home town of the Tufti family. Mrs, Tufts was 
probably the widow of Dr. Simon Tufta (brother of Dr. Cotton Tiift8)i who died 
December 3t, 1785. Usher, Hist, of Medford, p. 563. 

^ J, Q, Adamses cbisamate, Nathaniel Freemnn* See infra, p. 26 note, 
' Kailian Keatl (H. C. 1781), a tutor from 17K3 to 1787; studied medicine; an 
apothecary at Salem; an Inrcntor; 1796 established the Salem Iron Foundry for 
the mamifiicture of ancbora, cbain cnbles, etc.; elected a lEepreientative to Con- 
gress in ISOl ; removed to Belfast, Me., in 1807; was one of Uie leading citizens 
of the town ; one of the founders of Belfnst Academy* and for forty years one of 
its tnisteea; Chief Justice of the Court of Common Fleas ; Fellow of the Ameri- 
can Academy of Arts and Sciences ; died in January, 1H4(>. October 21, 1786, J. Q. 
Adams wrote: '* Rlr. Kead came here [Quincy] in the afternoon, to.Bpend a day. 
Though he cannot entirely lay ajsidc tlie tutor, but retains a little of the coUef^- 
ate stiffness, yet be endeavours to he affable, and is very sociable. These penple 
when distant from their seat of empire, and divested of ilwlr power which givei 
tbem flucli an advantageoua idea of their own superiority, are much more agree- 
able than they are when Iheir dignity puts them at such an awful distance from 
their pupils, Mr. Read conversed much upon several subjects and with a great 
deal of complaisance ; but with most ease and pleasure upon Biihject* which form 
part of the studies at the university/* See'* Harvard College, 1780-1787,'" in II. 
Adams, Historical Essay a, pp. 100, 107 » for J. Q. Adams's earlier opinion of Read. 
See J. Williamson, Hist, of Beltaiit, pp. 650-362 ; David Read, Nathan Read : hii 
Inventions, etc., a pamphlet of 200 pages; J. L. Chamberlaiu, Cnlvcralties and 
their Sons, vol, iv. p. 422. 

* Rev. Jonathan Burr (H. C. 1784), tutor from 1780 to 1787, ordained at Sand- 
wich April 18, 17b7; he was a pa^'tor there fi>r thirty years; died in Sandwich 
in 1842. He was chiefly instrumental in the establishment of the aeademy 
at Sandwich. Freeman, Hist, of Cape Cod, vol. L p. 045; vol ii, pp. 134, 13T, 
139, 144. 

* Hon. James Winthrop (H. C. 1769), librarian from 1772 to t787. Bom in 
CamhridKe April 3, 1752, a son of Professor John Winthrop, a classmate of The- 
ophilua Parsons; he died Hcptemlwr 26,1821. Jle was one of the founderi 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society. See Proceedings, voL i. p, 338, for his 
portrait; 2 Mass. Hist Coll., voL x. pp. 77-80 for memoir ; etc. See m/ra^ p. 24, 

* Samuel Webber (H. C. 1784), later Preaident of Harvard CoUege (1806- 
1810). 

7 Rev. Henry Ware (H. C. 1785), pastor at Hingham 1787-1805, Hollis Profes- 
Bor of Divinity at Harvard 1806-1840- He had been a student of theology at 
Camhridge for the past two years ; and during bis first months in cnltefje 
J. Q, Adama roomed with him. See Sprague, Annals of ttic American Pulpit, 
Tol. viii. pp. lf>0-207. H. Adams, Historical Essays, p. 86. See entry in thig 
diarv of October 24. 

8' John Abbot |H. C. 1784)» tutor 1787-17^2. Bom at Andover April 8, 1759; 
he was Professor of Ancient Laugtiagei and CUasical LtterAture at Bowdoia 



so 
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Sniitli * waa elected librariaD, but has not yet accepted. I passed 
the evening at several chambers among nay old acqaaintimce, Fbiliipi^ 
Clarke, Lin col d and my classmate Packard ; ^ the ouly ooe now in town. 
Indeed It seemed extmordbarj to w^ilk through the college yard and 
the town finding scholars everywhere, yet without seeing one of those 
with whom I was the most closely connected. It made me quite dull. 

24th. I lodg'd last night with Lincoln, the Senior, whose chum waa 
out of town. Breakfasted this morning with Mr. Andrews, who 
returned from Hingham last evening, I visited Mr. James and Doc- 
tor Jennison ; both were very polite,* The doctor informs me that 
several material alterations are about to lake place with respect to 
the pian of studies pursued here* Doddridge* m to be put entirely 



College 1802-1816 ; Lihrariao there 1802-1821, and Treasurer 1810-1829 ; he died 
at Andover July 2, 1S43» Gen. Catalogue of Bowdoin College. He waa a 
cousin of J. Q. Adams's elassiaatei Abiel Abbot. Gen- Register of the Abbot 
Pamiiy. 

£ Hev. Itaae Smith (H. C. 17G7), a scholarly man, fond of a quiet life, a klni- 
man of Abigail Atiauis, son of a Boston mert^hant ; horn May 18, 1740 ; tutor at 
Hnrvard in 1771 ; left for Kurope on the outbrenk of the war ; became pastor of a 
tniall congregation at Sidmouth on the coast of Devonshire ; returned to Amer- 
ica in 1784 ; librarian at Harvard 1787-1791 ; prepared the firat printed catalogue of 
tJie Hiirvard College Library ; was precepior at Dumuier Academy^ Byfield, 1791- 
1800 ; lastly chaplain of tlie Almshouse in Boston ; died September 8, 1829, aged 
eighty years; *rat nerer married . N. CleaTelaud, The First Century of Dura- 
mer Academy, pp. 34-39^ Journal and Letters of Samuel Curwen, pp. 69-7l» 73, 
106, 189-205, 466 ; CliristiaTi Examiner, voL xlii. pp, S37-a39, 

2 *^ Hezektah Packard, of Neirtown, Middieaex Co., wat twenfy-four the 6th of 
last December, He has a good share of original wit; but hia genJua is not uncom- 
mon : his improremcnta are greater than those of the students In general, bat 
not such as to place him in the irst rank of scholars. As n speaker he ii too 
much addicted to a monotony, whatever his declamations are. His tlinpositioD ti 
good, and his moral character ia unimpeachable/' J. Q. Adams, diary, May 22, 
1787. Packard's father waa a farmer in Bridgewater, Mass. He was bfirn 
December 6, 17dl ; a soldier during the Revolution, a boy of fourteen lie wa« in 
the battle of Harlem Heights ; had an unfortunate hospital experience: cuiiivated 
his farm ; and finally, in the spring of 1782, decide<l to prepare for college. In 
1787 Hfzekiah Packard taujrht the Grammar School in Cambridge and hid a 
room m the college. He was a tutor in mathemattea for four yean from 1789; 
wafi pastor of the church in Chelmsford from October, 1793, to July 29, 1802 ; apaa- 
tor at Wiscaaset, Me., from 1892 to IBm ; pastor at Middlesex Village of Cheirai- 
ford, Masa., from 183i) to 1836 ; for seventeen years a trustee of Bowdoin College 
and for ten years Vice-President ; be died April 25. 1819, at Salem. See Memoir 
ofRer. Ilexokiflb Packard, D/D. ; chiefly autobioijraphicftl (1&50|, 68 pp>; J. Q, 
Adams, Memoirs, toI. viii. p. 406 ; Memories of S. Willard, voL i. p. 220, 

» Eteaziir James {IL C. 1778) was a tutor from 1781 to 1789. Timothy Lin- 
ditti Jennison {H. C. 1782), born July 16, 1761, at Douglas; tutor 1785-1788 ; re- 
ceived the honorary dcjjree of M.D. io 1824 ; died in Cambridge October 19, 1845. 
*' Harvard College, I7&t^l787" in H. Adams, Historical Essays, pp. 106, 118. 

* Philip Doddridge, Course of Lectnres on Pnenmatology, Etliics, and Dirin* 
Ity, 2 Tola., 1763 (2d cd.» 1776). When J. Q. Adama was in coltege, all Junion 
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into the hands of the theological profeasor, which is its proper place ; 
and some aUeotion lo history h to be called forth hj the recitations 
OQ Saturday moruiDgs. The mathematics will be taught in better 
order thaa they have l>een heretofore; and indeed it always appeared 
absurd to me, tiiat Sophomores should study Euclid^ and learn common 
arithmeiic after they eommenoe Juniors, Henceforth arithmetic, with 
some little practical geometry, surveying, trigonometry, &c*, are to be 
taught them before they begin upon EucHd, — all the changes which 
the doctor mentioned will, I think, be fur the better. Dined with 
Mr. Andrews and passed the afiernoon at college. Just a9 I was 
going into prayers, I was stopped by a couple of French officers from 
on board tlie fleet now lying in Boston Hurbour.^ They desired to 
see the coflt*geB. I waited on them into the library, the museum and 
the philosopliy chamber. After they had satisfied their cariosity, they 
Bet out for Boston, and I for Braintree. It was between six and seven 
o'clock before I got away ; at about nine I arrived at Braintree, where 
I found all my friends well, 

25 th. In the forenoon I went to Weymouth, to return Dr. TnAs's 
horse. Dined at the doctor's and pass'd the afternoon there; walk*d 
leisurely home, and arrived at about sunseL Tbis moruiiig Mrs» 
Cranch and her son' went to Boston. My cousin intends to read 
law with Mr. Dawes,* and will enter his office next Monday. Very 
damp sultry weather. 

2Gth. I did not attend meeting this day* Employ*d myself chiefly 

and Sen ion were oliliged to attend a series of lectures on divinity and were exam- 
ined " on aaiigntd portion a of thi* tI>eolo|ficaL part of Dotldridgc'a l*ecture§,** 
See Josiah Quincy, HiaU of Barvard UniverRity, vol. ti. pp. 259, 200. 

1 AugQHt 23, 1787, there arrired in Boston harl>or n Frencli squadron of teTen 
sail under the command of the Mtirquia de 8enneTi]k\ who had brought to Amei^ 
tea, in 1778, the treaty with France, It remaiaed till September 28. See the 
•• Centinel." 

3 '* Wiliiam Cranch, of Braintree, waj eerenteen the 17th of last July* The ties 
of blood, Btrengtheneil by those of tlie sincerest friendship, unite me to him m the 
nearest manner. Our sentiments upon most subjects are so perfecttj similar, that 
I could not praise hit, witiiout being conscious of expreismg a tacit applause of 
mj own* Ills manners I can liowever pronounce amiable ; his spirit, nobly inde- 
pendent; bis Judgment sound, ftud ] lis iinagioation lively. His thirst for useful 
knowledge and his fomlness fur study is not surpassed by that of any individual 
in tbe class : liappy were it for me, if witli a perfect coincidence with his opin* 
ions in general, I could unite the same tiilents and the same accompiialiments/' 
Diary of J. Q. Ad^ims, March l^^ 1787. Wiltirim Cranch was a class mute of X Q, 
Adams at Harvard. He was appointed by John AiJama a Judge of the Circuit 
Court of the District of Columbia, and was later ita Chief Justice, See Appieton, 
CyclopiiEdia of Americnn Biography. 

* Thomas Da vres (IL C 1777), bom In Boston in 1758, studied law under John 
Lowell ; 17^2-1802 a Justice of the Supreme Court of Maasachuietts ; 1802-1822 
Judge of the Municipal Court in tlie towii ol Boctnn. W* T. Daria, HiiL of 
tbe Judiciary of Masftacbuflettft, p> 186< 
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in reading and writing* Mr. Weld^ preach *d for Mr. Wibird»^ and 
dined here. Miss Street and one of Capt*Q Beale'a sons, with Mr. 
J, Warren ' dined with us likewise ; in the evening Mrs. Cranch and 
Dr. Tuft3 returnM frooi Boston. My uncle Smith has been for some 
time very ill of a complication of diaordera* The doctor thinks he 
ia at present better than be has been, but that the symptoms are yet 
dangerous. Up late in consequence of an afternoon nap; read some 
poetry and some prose, in a cursory manner. 

27th. I employ'd myself in the forenoon with making some neces- 
eary preparations before my final departure for Newbury- Port, In the 
afternoon I accompanied the ladies to ^Irs. Quincy'g.* Mhs Nancy 
has been very ill, and ia much thinner than when I saw her last. 
She ia, however^ recovering. Pass'd an agreeable afternoon, and 
returnM home jast after dark, 

28th. Rode out in the morning with Mrs, Cranch,^ It rain'd hard 
all the afternoon — chilly north-cast wind. The fruits of the earth 
are at this time extremely backward, on account of the little heat 
and the great rains that have prevailed this summer. The productions 
of our lands require frequent, rather than plentiful rains, and great 
heat, as the summers are so short. 




1 ReT. Eira Weld (Tale College, 1769), paBtor in the nefghboHng South Pre- 
cinct of Bratritree from November 17, 1702, to August 17i liWJ7 ; born in Fomfret, 
Conn,, June 13, 1735; died at Brain tree January 16, 1816; brother-in-lftw of Dr. 
Micajah Sawyer of Newburyport. Hurd, Hist, of Norfolk County, p. 113; Hard, 
Hist, of Ewex County, p. 1744. 

« Hev. Anthony Wibird { H. C. 1747)» pastor of the North Precinct of Brain- 
tree, later (after 1792) known as Quiney, for forty-fiire yeiirs, from 1765 to ISOO; 
boro at Portsmoath February U, 1728-'20; died at Quiney June 4, 1800. In 
1TG9 John AdAms describes him &b having a great knowledge of human niiture, 
but as being steeped In a " dronish effeminacy '' j and» on Fast-day, 1776, Mrs. 
Abigail Adams drove to Dedhani because she " coidd not bear to hear our inani- 
mate old bacht^Ior," J. Q. Adntns wrote, April 15, 1787: *' Went to mooting in 
the forenoon and heard Mr. Wibird preach* The inoflt pleasing part of his per- 
foniiHnees is Ids reading the Psalms : I ne^er heard any person read poetry with 
■0 much propriety, and energy. He appears inspired at those times, though 
never in bis own diicourses. I did not go in the afternoon/* John Adams, 
Works, vol. ii. pp. 60, 72, 1^*7 ; Letters of Mrs. Abigail Adams (1848), p, 48 j C. F. 
Adams, Three Episodes of Massaclmsetts History, pp. 041-043, 7G*2, 841. 

» Probably Joseph Warren (H. C ITSO), son of General Joseph Warren, bora 
August 10» 1708; died April 2, 1790; an oacer at the Castle. Frotbingham, 
Life and Times of Joseph Warren, p. 515. 

* Mrs. Ann Quincy, widow of Joaiah Quincy (1700-1784), grandmother of 
Josiah Quincy, President of Harvard University. " Nancy" married the Hen 
Asa Packarfl, of Marlborough, a brother of J. Q. Adamses classmate, Hezekiah 
Packard, and died February, 1S44, at the advanced age of eighty. Edmund 
Quincy, Life of Joiiah Quincy, p. 6*5. See infra, p, 28. 

^ Mrs. Mary Smith Cranch, aunt of J* Q. Adaou, wife of Eiclia^ Cranch, 
motiier of Judge Willi&m Croouh, 
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29tli. Rain'd in the fore part of the day, but dearerl np in tha 
afternoon. T went with my gun down upon the marshes; but had no 
sport. Game laws are said to h© directly opposed to the libertiea of 
the subject : I am well persuaded that they may be carried too far, 
and that they really are in most parts of Europe. But it is equally 
certain that where there are none, there never is any game ; so that 
the difference between the country where laws of this kind exist and 
that where they are unknown must be that in the former very few 
individnalg w'ill enjoy the privilege of hunting and eating venison, and 
in the latter this privilege will he enjoy 'd by nobody, 

30th. Staid at home the whole day. Doctor Tufta was here in the 
morning, on his road to Boston-, and in the evening on his return, I 
took a nap in the aflernonn and had a Btranpre dream. I cannot con- 
ceive where my imagination ransack'd the ideas which prevailed at 
that time in my mind. This part of the action of the human soul is 
yet to be accounted for, and perhaps has not been scrutinized with 
60 much aixuracy as it might have been. In the evening I read 
about one half of Mr. JefTerBon's Notes ^ upon Virginia and was very 
much pleased with them ; there is a great deal of learning shown wiih- 
out ostentatioQi and a spirit of philosophy equally instructive and 
entertaining, 

31st. A very warm day. Rambling all the morning, T met a couple 
of French officers, gunning on my on city's farm. In the afternoon I 
went with the ladies, to see my Gnind-mamma ; ^ return^ at ah oat 
dusk ; and closed the last day which I pi*opose to spend in Braiutree 
for some time. 

Saturday, September Ist, 1787, 

Between nine and ten o'clock this morning I departed from Brain tree 
with Jlrs. C ranch ; we got to Mr. Foster's at about twelve. I went to 
Mr. Dawes's office, where I found Cranrh and Forbes; dined with 
the former at Mr. Foster's, SlroU'd about town all the afternoon, and 
just before sunset 1 took a walk to Cambridge j where I arrived at 
about eight o'clock. 

2d, Attended meeting all day. Mr. Hilliard" preach *d; much in 
the old way. The meeting house, howevt-r, did not look as it was wont. 
The same deficiency I found there that I had perceived in the colleges 

1 The first English edition of Jefferson's ^'Notet'' wt» Parii, 1782 j the firat 
American tjdition, rhilfldelphia, 1788. 

a Susanna Boy Is ton Adams, daughter of Peter Boyhton, of Brookline, bom 
March 6, \&M; died April 17, 17U7. A, N. Adams, Adama RlsL 

■ Rev. Timothy flilliard (IL C. 1764), pastor of the First Church in Cftmbrtd(re 
from October 27, IIS^, until his death. Jlay 9, 1790. Bom at Kensington, N. H-, 
February 2B, 17«t7 ; tutor at Hanrard 1768-1771; putor at Barnstable 1771-1783, 
f aigej iliBC. of Caju bridge, p. 298« 
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and everywhere in this town. All my ckssmatea gone. I dined 
at Mr. Wiggleaworth'i with Packard. Peggy appears as amiable 
as ever. I passed tbe evening with mj brotbers, and lodg'd with 
Tom* 

3d. I pass'd about an honr, before dinner, with Mr, Winthrop, the 
late librarian. He ia much of a politiciuu ; hid opinioo with respect 
to the eituation of the country is always favorahlt*. Dined with Mr. 
Andrews. Li d coin j^ the Senior, was there ; a young lad of good abilities, 
and of great application. In the afternoon 1 met a couple of French 
ofRcers in the College yard, w^ho wished to see the library and museum; 
but the btitler was not to be found, and they were obliged to defer 
the gratiiicatton of their curiosity to some future opportunity. In the 
evening I sat about an hour in my brotljers* chamber. A number of 
Janiors were collected in a chamber near there, and were enjoying 
all the pleasureii of conviviality ; it brought to my mind the frequent 
Bcenes of a similar nature, at which I was present, a short time ago. 
An involuntary sigh arose in my breast ; I left the chamber to put a 
stop to melancholy recollection, and went to the butler's room; I 
fouud Mr. St^dman and Mr. Andrews with him, and pass'd the 
remainder of the evening very agreeably. Stedman ^ and Harris* 
exerted their talents at telling stories, and diverted us very much; 
between nine and ten, I retired with Mr. Andrews and lodged with 
him. 

4tb. After breakfast I returnM to College, and on the way stopp'd 
ftt the President's. He was not at bome, but Mrs* Willard desired me 
to take a letter for Sophy,* who is now on a visit at Newbury-Port, 
At about ten o'clock I went with a nnmber of scholars in the stage 
carriage for Boston ; just as we were going oB we met Crancb who 
had walked up from Boston, expecting there would be a meeting of th© 
^ B K this forenoon, but as it is deferred till to*morrow, he return''d 
with us. I attended Court, but there were no causes of any great 

1 Abner Lincoln, born July 17, 1766, in Hingham ; married Hanr»Ah, daughter 
of General Benjamm Lincoln; was preceptor of I>erby Academy 1790-1806; 
died June ID, 18;i6. Hist, of Hingham, vol. i. part ji. pp, 129, 133; toL ii 
p. 481. 

* Stedman, the law itndent with TheopUilus ParHoni; see mpra, p. 14 no*«. 

* Harris ; see infra, p. 26 note. 

* Sophia Willnrd married Francis Dana, Jr., August 4, 1&02. Paiye» Hist, of 
Cambridge, p. 692; 11. Adams, HiBtoricnl Essays, pp. 102-tOi, for J. Q. Adams'* 
opinion of Preftitlent Willard. *' Cranch and myself dined at the PresidenlV 
^trs. Willard is as different in ber manners from the President as can be ; they 
form quite a contrast. Mre, W. is easy and unaffected, and appears not to be 
made for cerimony. He is stiff and formal, attnched to every custom and 
trifling form as much as to what ia of conspquence; however, he was quit© 
eotiable; much more so iadeed than I iLioiiid have ejcpected.'' J» Q. Adami, 
Sep tember 10, Ijm. 
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Importance argue<3. Dined with Mr. Dawes^ in company with Mr. 
Gardiuer/ wbo was once an orator on the 4th of July, lie is aa 
original character, but shows much more wit in his private conversa- 
tion ihan in his public performances. I hiid engaged a place in the 
Btage to go to New bury- Port lo-raorroW| and I found some difficulty to 
disengage myself; however another person applied in the afternoon, 
and I retained my place for Friday* Pa^s'd the evt;ning at Mr. 
SmiLh'j5, with Mr. and Mrs. Otia and Dr. Welch' and hia lady; lodg'd 
with my coasin at Mr, Foster's. 

5th. T*x^k an early breakfast, and walk'd with C ranch to Cam- 
bridge; we got to Packard's cbamber, just after nine o'clock. There 
was a meeting of the «^ B K. The president * and vice-president * being 
both absent, Mr, Andrews presided for the meeting j a number of new 
regulations were introduced ; the resignation of the president was read 
and accepted- Just before twelve, the officers for the ensuing year 
were ballotted. Mr. Ware,* (who arrived just before the choice) was 



* Jobn Gardiner, the Bostoaian who served as juaior counsel in one of the 
celebrated *' John Wilkea " cases in Englaridp delivered the oration at Boston on 
July 4, 1785. See J. S. Loring, The Hundred Boston Orators, pp. 108-172; 
Appleton, Cyclopfledia of Aiuerii'an Biojfrapby. 

^ Presumably Deacon Istiac Smith of the Brattle Square Church in Boston ; 
Samuel Alley n© Otis {II* C. 17ij'i), brother of .lamea Otis, father of llarriaou 
Gray Otis, one time speaker of the House of Delegates of MftssachusettSp Secre- 
tary of the United States Senate, etc. : Alarj, his second wife, daughter of Deacon 
Smith. Thia same group, induding Dr. Welsli, is mentioned in the diary Sep* 
tcraber 26 and Uctaher 14, 11H6. Thomas WeUh, M.D. (IL C 1772J, born at 
Charh^stown June 1, 1753; married Abigail Kent, daughter of a «ea*cftptaUi of 
Charlestown, nieee of Deacon Smith j waa an army surgeon at Lexington and 
Bunker Ilill ; March 6, 17&3, delivered the laat of the series of orations at the " Old 
Brick Churdi " on the site of Corn hi 11 -square to commemorate the Boston Mas- 
iacre. In 1787 Dr. Welsh was a phyptician residing on Sudhury Street in Boston. 
In 17D9 he was anrgeon at Casile Island ; physician at the hospital at Rainsford's 
Island for mnny years ; member of the Boston Board of Health : vice-presitlent 
of the Masf*achiisett& Medical Society in 1815 ; a member of the American 
Academy of Arta and Sciences; died at Boston Pehruary 9, 1831. J. S. 
Lorin^, The Hundred Boston Oratort, pp. 154, 155; Wyman, Genealogies of 
Charleatown, pp, 571. 1007 ; J. Q. Adams, Memoirs, vol il p. 4; etc. 

" Joshua Paine (H. C. 1784), smi of Rev. Joshua Paine, of Sturbridire, bom 
December 5, 1763; received the degree of A.M. from Tale in 1787; installed over 
the church in Clmrlestown January 10, 1787 ; died February 2G, 1788, See Peter 
Thflcher, Sermon preached at Charlestown, Febraary 2f>, 1788, on the interment 
of Rev. Joshua Paine, Jr. *' Mr. Paine was [at Mr. Hilliard's] and appeared 
quite happy in his new situation. The people of Charlestown^ who never 
could be united in their opinionn for a minister, are universally very much 
attached to him, and his talenta and virtues are such aa will probably preservo 
him that esteem^ which he has every where acquired, Mr. 11. appears to be 
very fond of him, and proud of him as a brother.'* J. Q. Adams, January 
15, 1787. 

* Rev. Henry Ware, Vice-Preaident, 1786-1787 ; President, 1787-1791. 
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electe*! president; Mr. Harris/ vice-preaideot; Abbot,' aecretaiy; and 
PhiHips* treasurer. Immediately after this business was finished, we 
walkM in processioa to the chapel, preci3ded by the two orators 
{Lowell and Freeman)* Freeman "* gave us an oration containing mis* 

1 Williara Harris (H. C. 1780), then a student of theology : Inter (1802-1816) 
rector of St Mark « in Npw York and (1811-1H2(>) rresiilent of Columbia ColJege. 

2 Probably Abiel Abbot (H. C 1787), born Deeembur 14, 1705, at Wilton, N. H. ; 
taught nt Piullijjs Andaver and at Harvard; pastor of tlie church at Coventry, 
Conn,, 1795-1811, compelled to resign for "liereay'*; rrindpal of Dmiinier 
Academy 18U-1819; fanner in Andovt^r ; in 1824 eatabligbed a school at Chelma- 
ford ; in 1820 took a farm in Wilton ; 1827 to 1839 pastor at Pelerboroutjli, N. IL ; 
received the decree of Doctor of DiTinity from Harvard in 18;>8; died in Cam- 
bridge January 31, 1859, aged niaety-three. Sprague, Annala of llie American 
Pulpit, vol viii. pp. 22t>-2U ; Cleaveland, The First Century of Dmnmer Acad- 
emy^ p. 42^ AMel Abbot, etc.» GenealogLcal Register of the Abbot F&mily 
(1847), p. 7. 

^ John PhilHpfl (H. C. 1788), a member of the MasaachuBetta Senate for nearly 
twenty years ami Jlrat Mayor of Boaton. See J, Q. Adami, Memoira* rol I, pp* 
249, 467, 4139; vol. viiL p, 40G. 

* April 2, 1787, J. Q. Adams wrote: "Nathaniel Freeman, of Sandwich^ 
County of Barnstable, wag twenty -one the Ist of luet monih. Few persnns are so 
liberally gifted by nature as this gentleman — he is of a middle sfsse, but extremLdy 
well proportioned, his countenance is very liandsonie and full of dignity. At an ani- 
mated speaker he shines unrivaled in oiu" class, and for brilliancy of imagination 
lie is inferior to none of bis fellow students. He appears to be well acquainted 
with bis peculiar excellence, and has therefore chiefly attended to composition ; 
perhaps he has gone too far in this respect so as to neglect other studies equally 
useful. In the languages, in the matliematScal.and philosophiral pursuits, and in 
metAphysics, though superior to the generality of tlie students, he is, however, 
lurpassed by many individuals. He was formed for an orator, and as sucb he 
will be dis^tinguiehed whether he plead at the bar or administer at the attar. 
With great 6ent«ibility he unites great ambition; but notwithstanding his numer- 
ous advantages he is as free from vanity as any person of my acquaintance, lie 
is warm in his friendship, and perhaps rather too keen in bis resentments. Bis 
passions are strong, but their violence is counteracted by the generosity of bis 
heart. Me has many imperfections which are the concomitants of humanity; 
but upon the whole it would be difficult to flnd at this university a more proraia- 
ing character." The son of General Nathaniel Freeman, M.D., he was born in 
Sandwich March 1, 1760; studied law; in 1794 received a unanimous rote, save 
one, as Representative to Congress, and served two terms; died August 22, IBCK); 
A brigade major for sixteen years of his short life. See Freeman, Hist, of Cape 
Cod. vol. i. p. G61; vol ii. p. 137. The "Mass. Centinel '' for July 21. 1187, 
gives a highly laudatory account of his oration at the Harvard Commencement 
On May 21 Mr, Adams wrote, " Was employed the chief part of the day in 
writing my part for Commencement, and have not yet finished it. As I am 
conscious of having no talent at rhetorical composition, this allotment has given 
me a vast deal of anxiety. As my part is of the some kind with that of Freeman 
whose chief talent, among many others, lies in this kind of compositions, I dread 
the comparisons which may be made; and although my friendship for him ia 
■nch that I shall re Joyce to see him perform his part with universal approbation 
vid unbounded applause, yet I cannot help fearing that contrasts may be drawDp 
which will refiect disgrmce upon me/' Apparently the fean here expressed wero 



BIABY OF JOHN QUINCT ADAMS. 



27 



cellaneous observations, without any professed subject ; and tliia like all 
hiB other performances waa extremely well writteo, and equally well de- 
livered* Lowell^ gave US an encomiuni upon history, wliich contained 
a number of very good observations, but hia delivery was not without a 
share of that affectation which, if I may so express myselfjia natural to 
bim. The stmlents attended very geiiernlly except those of the Senior 
cliiea ; who kept off, from a spirit of envy» all except D.^ We returned 
to the butler's room, and soon after proceeded to ilr. Warhind's, where 
we had an excellent dinner provided for us. Besides the members of 
the present Senior class, there were present Mr. Kendall,^ and Mr, B, 
Greeo/ Mr. Ware, Mr, Andrews, Mr. Harri^j Packard, Cranch, Free- 
man, and myself. After passing a couple of hours in friendly mirth and 
festivity, at three o'clock we adjoarn'd again to Packard's chamber, 
where we voted to admit Mr. Bancroft ^^ a niiuister of Worcester ; Mr* 

unfounded, as urulcr date of CommGncemcnt Day (July 18) he wrote that he " wni 
Cf>mplimt?nled and flattered on everj- aide. One such day every year, would 
ruin me*" ** Harvard College, 1780-1787," in II, Adams, HUtorical Essays, 
p. 99. 

1 John Lowell (H. C, ITtSfi), son of Judge John Lowell, bfKaiiiie one of the 
lenders of the Federalist Party in Mas^achusetta. He mni J. Q. Adams do not 
scera to have harmonized when tliej were both memlwrs of the Maj^satihiisetta 
Senate tn 1S02 ; John Lowell was then one of the sopporlers of Timothy Picker- 
ing ; later, a signer of the letter of November 20, 1828, demandin«f of J. Q. Adams 
the names of the Federalist leaders charged with wkhing a dissolution of the 
Union in 1808 ; he also signed the " Appeal to tiie Citizens of the United States" 
of January 23, 1823, J. Q. Adams, Memoirs, vol. i. pp. 252, 251), 4G8, voL vi. p. 14 ; 
H, Adams, New England Federaliam, pp. 45, 01, 185, 41CM14; etc. 

^ D. did not sustain an enviable reputation in later life. He became a min- 
ister ; divided the church at Pomfret, Conn.^ and thereby securefl a pastorate 
for himBelf; but became a drunkard and lost k; died 1S02. See D. Huo% 
Ilijit. of Pomljet, Conn,, pp, 14, 15. 

3 Samuel Kendal (H. C. 1782) wag president of the Society, 1781-1783 and 
1784-1786. Bom at Sherburne^ Mass., July 11, 1753; carried to Nova Scotia by 
hi8 father; worked on farms till lie could purchase the last two years of his 
mitiority ; crossing the Bay of Fundy with a friend in a little boat, he made hia 
way to Sherburne ; studied under lie v. Elijah Brown ; Joined llie army when 
the war broke out; entered college when twenty-ive; supported himself when 
there by teaching school at Wahham in the vacation, etc. ; was a pastor at 
Weston from November 5, 17&.% till lils death, February 15, 1814, See W. B. 
Sprague, Annuls of the American Pulpit, vol. viii. pp. 170-181. 

* Benjamin Green (H. C. 178J), bom at Waltlmm in 17*J4 ; assistant pastor at 
Medway for five years from June 26, 1788; at Marbleheiid; removed to ilaine 
in 1798; was preceptor at Berwick Academy; read law; became a Judge, and 
was U. S. Marshal for the District of Maine ; died in 1837. Bee Jameson, Hist* 
of Medway, pp. 382, 383. He married a daughter of the Rev. Jonas Clarke, of 
Lexington, in wlio>ie liouse John Hancock and Samuel Adams were the night 
Paul Revere gave the alarm. Three other daugliters married menihers of the 
♦ B K Society, the Rev* Dr. Ware (1785), Rev. Dr, Fiske (1785), and the Rev. Dr. 
Harris (173G). 

^ BeT. Aaroo B^crofti D.D. (H. C. 1778), pastor of the UmUrian church m 
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Packard^ of Marlborough ; aod Dr* Barker,^ of Hingtiam, as memben 
of tlie Society without the usual forms. On account of the Dudleian 
lecture we a^ljourn'd the meeting till ^ve o'clock, when wo agaio met, 
but there being no further business^ the meeting was then difisolved. 
The Itcture was preat-lvd by Dr. Howard;' The subject was natural 
religion and his text was from [^blankj. And we also are his offapring. 
The sermon was replcto with sound sense and a wholesome doctrine, 
&a all the sermons that I ever heard from this gentleman have been* 
In the evening I called at the President's and at Mr. Wiggles worth's, 
and took their letters for Newhurj*Port. Lodg'd at college, with 
Clarke, 

6th. This morning after breakfasting with Mr* Andrews I walk'd 
leisurely to Boston* Just before I left Cambridge the parts for exhibi-- 
tion were distributed; Charles baa a dialogue with Emerson.* The 
circumstance gave me more plejisure than any allotment that I ever 
had myself. As soon &% I arrived in Boston, I immediately went to 
Courtj arjd found them engaged upon the trial of one John Shehane for 
burglary. The Attorney General * hetran, in behalf of the Common- 
wealth, lie examined his witnesses and ^aid but little, observing that 
ho should watt to see wliat defence the counsel for the prisoner had to 
make. Mr, Wetmore * spoke first for the prisoner ; at the first outset, 

Worceater from February, 17B6, antil his d^ath, Anguat 19, 1839; first Prciident 
of tlie American Unitarian Association (1825-1^30), 

1 A*a Piickftrd (fl, C. ITtJ^i), ft brother of J. Q- Adams's clnssmatc, Hezekiah 
Packard^ bom in Bridge water, May, ni>8 ; entered the army at sixteen aa a 
flfer; wounded at Hut lem Heights; wat a pastor at Marlborough from MnrLh 23, 
1785, to May 12, 1819^ with the exception of a few moiitlis at the lime when the 
Unitarian schism occurred; died at Lancaster, March, 1&43. He married Nancj 
Qoincy. See supra, p, 22 ; C. Hudson, Hiat. of Marlborough, p. 4*J7. 

« Dr. Joshua Barker (H. C. 1772), a phyaiciati in Hiugham, born Mardi 24, 17 &3, 
at Hinghttm; died April 2, 1800* J. Thacher, AinerieaD Medical Biography, 
voLipp, 143, 144. 

' Rev. Simeon Howard, D,l>. (H. C 1758), the well-known pastor of the We«t 
CImrcli in Bofitou, who lind recently (1785) received the degree of S.T.D. from 
Edinburgh Univpr?ity. The text was Acts xviL 28. ** Dt^ctor How:ird tlien 
delirered an excellent icrmon [at the installalion of Rev. Jonathan Burr at 
Sandwich) to the genera! satisfaction ; full of candor, benevolence, and pie^, 
with the moat liberal sentiments. *^ April 18, 1787, diary of J, Q. Aduma, 

* Rev. William Emerson (H. C. 17Bf)), only son of Rev. William Emerson, of 
Concord, grandson of Rev. Joseph Emerson, of Mahlen ; father of Ralph WaUlo 
Emerson; pastor of the First Church in Boston 179'M811. Jjaler, when a reti- 
dent of Boston. J. Q Adama attended ihis church, and Septerrd>er 13, 1807, hia 
ion Charles Francis Adams wag baptized by William Emerson, ^-receiving hit 
fir^t name in remembrance of the Charles Adams mentioned in the text, who wai 
uu longer living. See Memoir in 2 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. \. pp. 254^258. 

* Robert Treat Paine of Boston, prosecutor In the Boston Maisacre trial in 
1770; signer of the Deetaration of ladepemdeiice ; etc. 

» Wimam Wetmore (II. C. 1770), born October JiU, 1749, in Middletown, Conn, j 
for many years &n attorney at Saleiii i iince 17bd a ^* Biirriiter «l Law," residiisg 
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he attempted to address the pasaiona of the jury* Mr. Dawes who sat 
next to me observed that this was a bad omen. The pathetic, he said, 
should always he reserved for the latter part of the plea. A mau should 
gradually grow warm (said he) as he advaaces in his subject; like a 
wheel which acquires heat by rolling. Tlie evidence wliich Mr* Wet- 
more produced was very favorable to the prisoner. If true, it proved 
an alibi f* and it proved likewise that Shehane had bought the arti- 
cles which he was charged with stealing; but they told so many dif- 
ferent stories, and the Attorney Geueral prmluced such evidence that 
they were perjured, that I think no stress could be laid upon it, Blr. 
Tudor ^ spoke much at length in the afternoon ; and very ably, Mr, 
Paine, closed for the Commonwealth, at about seven in the evening. 
All the Judges ^ (there were four present) appeared to be of opinion tbat 
the prisoner was guilty. At half past eight, the jury was packed, and 
the Court adjouruM for an hour; but the jury had not then agrt^ed upon 
a verdict; upon which the Court adjouruM till nine o^doijk to-morrow 
morning. I was so entirely engaged the whole day in hearing this trial j 
wbiidi was very interesting, that I had no time to go any where e!se. 
Between ten and eleven at night I carried my bundle to Mr. Colraan's,* 



in 1737 In Boa ton ; later a Judg[e in tlie Court of Common Pleas of Suffolk County 
ani1, aAer the reorganization of tho courts in 1811, of the middle of the rix 
circuiU into which Mosaachiiaetts was ilirided — including Suffolk, Essex, and 
Middlesex counties; he died November 19. l>^n, m Boston. W, T. Davis, Uiat, 
of the Judiciary of Mass., pp. 202-204, 220, 2yi>-297, 308 ; Fleet's Almanack for 
1787 gives tt hst of twenty ** BarriBtera at Law" in Masaachusetts, of forty-uine 
" Attorniea at Law practismtf at the Supreme Judicinl Court," and of fourteen 
" Attorniea practising at the Common Pleaa/' Both William Tudor and William 
Wetmore belonged to thia highest order of " Barristers/' the qaaliflcationa of 
whjch are given by W. T. Davis (pp. 295-207). 

1 Wilhani Tudor (1750- 18 ID) hud studied law under John Adams, and waa a 
clasam.ate and intimate friend of Theophilus Parsons; later, m W}t, he was a 
colleague of J. Q. Adama as a C«>mmlssioiier of Bankruptcy in Massachusetts 
and as a State Senator. He was one of the founders nf the Massachusetts 
Historical Society. See Memoir by his son m 2 Mass. Hist. ColL, vol. viii. pp. 
285-326; also 1 Mass. Hist ColL, voL vi. pp, 140-154; see also John Adams, 
Worki, vol. x. p. 43i, for a long correspondence from 1816 to 1B19 on the hijiiory 
of the Revolution ; J. Q. Adams, Memoirs^ vol. L pp. 250. 253 ; etc. 

* In 1787 there were Ave justices on tlie bench of t]te Supreme Court of Mflssa- 
chusetts: William Gushing, of Scituate; Nathaniel Peaalee Sargeant, of Mtiver- 
hill; David Sewall^ of York; Increase Sumner, of Roxhyry ; ami Pranci» Drma» of 
Camhrid^e; the latter had not anfflciently recovered from hia illness to attend. 
Fleet's Almanack flir 1787. Seis Proceedings, xuL 295, 296 for brief sketches of 
the members of the Court. 

* A line of stages ran from Casco Bay to Georgia three timea a week ; the 
stage for the east left '* Col Col man's adjoining the Mill Bridge,^' i\s., the hridge 
on Hanover Street over the Mill Creek which has since been filled in. Fleck's 
Almanack for 1768| etc Sea Wituior, Memorial UisL ol BostOQ, toL ii. p. xiii, 
for a map. 
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from wlioaa honae the stage seta off, and I took a bed there, in order 
to be ready to go very early in the moraiag, 

7ih. At three in the morning I w3l% roused, and got into the carriage 
in company with a merchimt of Portsmouth, and a sea captain of 
Kewbury-Port, lately arrived from South Carolina. Nothing very 
interesting occurred in the course of otir journey. We dined at Ipswich 
and reach 'd Newbury- Port, between two and three o'clo* the aftornooa. 
After taking poaseasion of my room at Mrs. Leathers'^, I went to Mr. Par- 
son s*s office, where I found Thomson and TowDstJud.^ I soon went to 
see my friend Little, whom I found at Dr. Swett^a.^ I pass'd an hour 
there, and then went with Little* and delivered the chief of the lettera 
with which I waa charged. Little came home with me to my lodgings, 
and passed part of the evening with me. Ab I waa up so early in the 
morning, and waa flomewhat fatigued with my journey, I retired early 
to bed. 

8ih. I arose in the morning quite refreshed, and immediately after 
breakfast went and took my station in the office. I began upon the 
first volume of Robertson ■ a History of Charles the V.* which Mr. Far- 
sons recommeiidal as containing an account of the feudal institutions, 
from which were derived many of the laws which are now established 
in different parts of Europe- I have already read the book; but 
thought it woultl be best to peruse it again. I was no where thia day, 
except at the office and my lodgings. Saturday evening : rather tedious. 

1 Horatio Townsend (H. C. 1783), bom in MeilfieUl March 29, n<>3 ; opened 
hJB law office there; in 17t>l hia oarae appears in the list of attorneys practising 
at the Supreme Coart of Massachusetts ; in 1700 he was appointet] special justice 
of the Court of Commoa Pleas and soon after clerk of the Courts ; lie wa« recnoved 
bj Governor Gerry in 1811 ; waa re-appoinied the next year, and held the office 
tiU his death, July IQ, 182(}. Hii residence was in Dedham, Hurd, lli&t. of 
Norfolk County, p loj Tilden, Hint, of Medfleld, p. 498, 

2 Dr. John Barnard Swett (H. C 1771). descended from one of the original 
inrantees of Newbury, but born at Marblehcad June 1, 1T&2, where hi» father wai 
a merchant. He waa adopted and educated by his frreat-uncle the Rev. John 
Barnard, of Marbleliead, for wiiom he was named and who prieved when he failed 
to become a miniBter, He studied surgery at Edinburgh for three years under 
Dr WilUam CuUen, living there at the time of Hume and Robertson ; served as 
Burgeon on an expedition to the Falkland Islands : visited the hospitals of France 
and England ■ returned to America in 1778 ; served as a surgeon in the army 
under General Stillivan in Rhode Island and in the eipedition to the Penobscot, 
returning from the latter, after the deatrnction of the fleet, on foot to the Kenne- 
bec; aettled in Newbury in 1780. He died in August, ll\H^, m combating? an 
epidemic of yellow fever that was terrorizing the town. He was a member of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences ; Corresponding Secretary of the 
Massachusetti Medical Society; and took a very active interest in the fraternity 
of Freemasons at Newburjport. James Thacher, American Medical Biography, 
vol ii. pp. lOO-llO (article signed D. A. T. — is this Dudley Atkins Tyng?). 
Moses Little was studying medicine in Dr. Svrett's office. 

^ The arst edition was published in 176^. 
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9th, I did oot attend meeting this day, for several reason b. At home 
the whole day ; it was extremely loDg tuid tedious. I amused myself 
with reading in the first volume of Blairs Hectures. I hiive already 
perused the work ; but 1 think k deserves a second reading. Ketired 
early to bed, merely from ennuL 

10th. Attended at the othce the whole day. Contitiued Rohertson. 
Thomson engaged this morning to take the charge of one of the town 
schools,' for a year. It will interfere very much with his attendance 
at the otBce. His father/ who is very rigid in his religious opinions, 
and probably entertains an unfa von rahle idea of the profession of ihe 
law, 13 very averse to his son's engaging in it ; and takes every oppor- 
tunity he can to discourage his son from the study ; and it is supposed 
he took til is method among others to draw off his attention from this 
purauiL But he will certainly fail in the attempt, and I doubt whether 
Thomson will keep the school, more than half the year through. In 
the afternoon we walk'd to Mr. Atkinses, and found Mr. John Tracy * 
with him; we passed part of the evening at Mr. Tracy^s house. I 
there met with a French gentleman with whom I conversed about half 
an hour* ReturnM home between eigbt and nine in the evening. 

lltb* Thomson began his attendance upon the Bcbool this morning 
and attended at the otHce all the leisure time he bad. II he should 



1 Lectures on Rhetoric antl Belles Letlres by the Rev. Hagh Blair, D.D., 
putor of the High Church in Edinburgh and a Iccmrer at ihe Univeraity. Lon- 
don, 17B3, 2 vols. 

- The North School on Bartlett*i Lane, now Winter Street. The building is 
Btill stiLodiiig, having bL^t*!! a dwcflHog-houst? since 1826. S, A. Emery, Kemiuis- 
cences of a Noimgenarian, p. *2'2Q; J. X Currier, ''Ouid Newbury,'^ p. 613. 

* Deaeim Thomas Thompson (about forty-five years of nge) was a deacon in 
tlie churt;li of the Rev. Samuel Spring — the Second Congregational or" North" 
Church in Newburyport*^ the one formed in 1760 by the amicable withdrawal 
of the more ortliodox from the *'FirBt Relitjious Society of Newbury port," on the 
inatalhition of the Rev. Thomas Cary, Samuel Spring, DiBuourse delivered 
March 13, 1808, in consequence of the death of Deacon Thomas Thompson; 
The One Hundred and I'iltieth Anniversary of the First Heligbus Society, pp. 
28. 2S), etc 

* John lYacj {U. C. 1771), in 1787 a man of thirtyfour ; born April 10, 1753, 
raarried in 1775; a Justice ol the Teace; an Adjutant-General of the militia ■ a 
member of St. John's Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons, a vestryman in St. 
Paul's (Episcopal) Church for over thirty-tive yturs ; died March 1, 1815. lie had 
seen a brief service in the army under General Sulli^'an in Rhode lalantl, and 
like his brother, Nathaniel Tracy, had prospered as a merchant during the early 
days of the war and later lost heavily. Yet he stilL dwelt on ariatocrfttic Bigli 
Street in one of its finest residences, secured to his children by his father. 
Judge John Lowell built this house, the duplicate of the ** Timothy Dexter 
Bouse/' which stands beside it. Rev. DaviJ Tappao, pastor at West Newbury, 
and Dr J. B. Swett were Im classmates; «ee aupra, pp. 12, 30. See Currier, 
" Ould Newbury/* p|». 648, 577-581 lUustrations of both iioiis@B will be found 
there. 
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make a practice of tliia it must Decessarily be easeuiiallj injurious to 
hh healdi. I diued thi^ day wiCk Towaseud ; pasd'd thti evening afc 
home in reatling aud writiug. 

12th. TraiiiitJg day for the alarm list* From sixteeQ to flixty years 
the ill habitants of this Commou wealth are subjected to the dutiea of 
aiililia-mcn. As a student of Harvard University, I shall be exempted 
for three years, for all the sous of Harvard are considered as students 
at that seminary uuiill they commenee masters of arts* Thij* forenoon 
I fiuish'd the first volume of Robertsou's Charles V. and^ as 1 read now 
in counectiou with my fitudiee^ I shall not proceed with the other vol- 
umes. In the afternoon I took up Vatters ^ Law of Nature aud of 
KatioiiB. 

ISth. Dined with Dr. Kilham * at Mr. Carter's. This is a very 
friendly, obliging old gentleiuati, about seveiity^thrue years of age, as I 
colleL'ted from his conversation* He is very sueiablej and is a great gen- 
ealogist. He gave me a much more circumstantial aceouut of my an- 
cestry, for four or five generations hack, than I had ever known before; 
and I am told he can give the same kind of informal ion to almost any 
hody else. He has two sons with him ; both I believe between twenty- 
five and thirty years old and one daughter/ One of his daughters was 
married in the beginning of the summer, to Mr. W* Smith of Boston j 
and his eldest son proposes to be married in the spring to Miss Eppes 
Cutis, who has made her appearance heretofore in this journal. Her 
sister, Miss Nancy Cntts^ is now upon a visit at Mr. Carter's, and dined 
with us. I think she is handsomeri and that her manners are easier 

^ Vfttlel, Le droit des (rena» etc. Keufdmtel, 1758. 

* Dr. Dftnkd KitJmm (H. C. 1777), a fellow boarder at Mm. Leathera*a. Bom 
at W&tiliam, he was prepared for college at Duinnier Acftdeniy, Atadied medicine 
vriih Dr Ho1)^'«ike, of 8nlein, disliked the work of Im profeajioii, and decided to 
be nn apothecary at Newburyport In 1604 he retired in ill health to Ida farm 
ID Wealmra; died October 12, 1841, ftg:ed eighty-eight; waa never married. He 
waa one of the foaaders of ilie Anierlcan Academy of Arts and Seiencea. See 
M. O. Allen, Hiat, of Wen ham, pp. 145-148. 

* Mary Carter married Edward Catts, brother of Miss Eppea Cutta, April IT, 
1790; lived in Portaraouth, N. !L ; died in North HartUiid. Vt., March 11. 1840, 
aged aeventy-four. Kattmniel Carter, Jr., married Eliza Eppes Cutta May 1, 
17b8; died ia Keanebunk June 10, 1842. His wife waa born in Fortamouth, N. H., 
Blay o, 176.% and died in Keniiebuiik Jaae 23, 1867. Anna Holyoke Cutts, bom 
in Noveinl»er, 17B7; died Aagust Si}, 1788. C. H. C. Howard, Genealogy of the 
Cults Family, pp. 42, 43, 79, 80. The younger son of Mr. Carter was probably 
Mr. Joshua Carter, a ship-owner in Newburyport, who repreaented the town in 
the Legislature in 1799, and took an active part ia the prection of a new meeU 
ing-houae for the Firat Parish Churcli in 1800. J. J. Currier, *' Ould Newbury," 
pp. 442, 440, 711,712; Hard, IJi^L of Essex County, p. 174L William Smith 
(H. C. 1775), ion of Isaiu! and Elizidieth { Scorer) Smith, born June 19, 1755, in 
Boston; married Hannah Carter; died April 6, 1810; a merchant in Boston, 
having, in 1789, a Atore on State Street and a houae on Court Street ; a kinamjm 
of Mrs. Abigail Adauif ; a brother ol Eer. Isaac Smith [see Mupra^ p» 20)^ 
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than those of her aister. How the comparisoa might be in mental qual- 
ifications I am 00 1 able to decide. I was alone tliis afternoon m the 
office, as Townseud and Thomson were both goue to see the manccuvreg 
of the four companies of militia of the train baud,, who were this day 
formiog ihemselves for soldiers. In the evening I pass'd an hour at iir, 
Tufts's, Mrs, Tyfts is very unwell. 

14th. The weather for this week past has been from day to day 
alternately very warm and very cold* These Budden transit! on a, which 
in this country are very common, are almost too powerful for our con- 
fititutioDS : to foreigners they are almost intolerable, and I believe 
even the inhabitants, who from their birth have been used to them^ 
suffer more from ibem than they are aware. This forenoon I received 
a letter from ray friend Forbes, enclosing one for Miss Jones, and iti 
the evening I called and delivered tbat w^hicb was consigned to mj care. 
Mr. Parsons arrived just before dark from Boston, and was the bearer 
of a short letter from C ranch. The Supreme Court have adjourn'd 
from Boston till some time in December, Sftekanej the fellow whose 
trial I attended, was found guilty, and ia now under sentence of death. 
But all the prisoners who were convicted of treason have received a 
full and free pardon. Is it much to the credit of our government that a 
man who has stole 30£ worth of plate should die for the offence, while 
others commit treason and murder with impunity?^ I pass*d the even- 
ing and supp'd with Townseud. Wo amused ourselves by playing 
backgammon. At about teti I retired home. 

loth. Dined with Townseud and Thomson at Mr, Parsons'a* I 
finished this day the first volume of Vatteh The first hook treats 
of the duties of a nation with respect to itself: the, second of its obli- 
gations towards others. His sentiments and principles appear to be 
dictated by good sense and real virtue. They appear all to derive from 
that law of nature, which every person of common sense and commoa 
honesty must wish to prevail ; — Do as you would be done by. Mr. 
ParsoDs endeavoured to persuade Thomson to give up his school ; he 
told him it would infallibly either murder his health or his studies j he 
himself had tried it for two years and it had almost ruined him. My 
trunks at length arrived from Boston^ and I shall at least have more 

^ The allusion is to the exercise of general clemency on the part of Governors 
Bowdoin and Hancock to those concerned in what is known as SJiay«'» RcbeUion. 
This uprising had been snppreased during the month of February^ 3787* The 
trials of Ihoee concerned in it took place dnring the folio wing March, and fonr-* 
teen were convicted «ind sentenced to death. Eight were pardoned, and the 
rt^nisinder reprieved by Governor Bowdoin during hi« term of office* Governor 
Bowdoin was Buceeeded by Governor Hancock in May, 1787, and a ilnal pardtin 
was issued by him on the I2lh of September, two days before the date of the 
entry in the text, covering the cases of nearly all under sentence. See Ijarry, 
Hist, of Mass., voL Six. p. 255 ; Fiske, Critical Period, pp. 183, 184 ; Minot, Hiat. 
of the iniurrectionfl in Maisachuseita in 1786, pp. 171-1B8. 
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conTenience than I have as yet had here* LitUe pass'd tlie evening 
with me at my lodgings ; atid his company is always agreeable. I 
received a letter from Bmiotree. The French Jleet have received 
orders to satl immediately for Brest, and it is added they are enjoined 
to avoid all English fieets. It is conjectur'd that the affairs in Holland 
are now arrived at a crisis, and it is not improbable that England and 
France will support the opposite parlies.* 

16th. I took a walk this morning as far as Dr. Tucker's meeting 
house ; ^ but it was to little purpose, unless the exercise of the walk 
was Biifficieatly beneficial to me to compensate ray trouble, for 5In 
Kimball happened to preach, and delivered the same sermon which I 
heard hiin read at Haverhill four weeks ago. As I did not incline 
to hear the afternoon sermon twice, I attended at Mr* Carey *8.' This 
geatleman is a goml preacher ; but appears extremely indolent Hia 
manner is also far from being graceful. After meeting I went with 
Dn Kilhara to his shop ? and be lent me a number of pieces of good 
music* He has a very pretty taste in this art^ though he does not 
perform upon any instrument. Just before dark 1 took a walk with 
Townsend, and called in at Mr. Atkins's. He himself was not at home j 
his mother and sister were.* Mrs. Atkins is a very sensible, agreeable 

1 See Lecky, Hist^ of England in the Eighteenth Century, vol t. p. 78. No- 
vember 10, 1785^ It treaty of alJiance was fornked between France and Holland, iia a 
result of the enmity which had sprnn^ up between England and Holland during the 
American war* The Prince of Orange, the hereditary Stadtholder, favored Eng- 
land. September, 178G, aa a result of difficultiea in Holland, the States deprived 
the Prince of the military authority. In June, 1787^ tliey arreated the Frioce^a of 
Orange on the tray to the Hague. Her brother, Frederick William IX, king of 
Prufisia^ interfered ; and the day after tlila entry in the diary ^September 16) 
Utrecht aurrendered to the Pruasian army without any attempt at defence* 
Prusaia and England guaranteed the hereditary stadtholderate ; and, for the 
moment, English Influence became predominant over French induence in the 
Netherlands. 

3 Dr. Tucker'a meeting-houae was in Newbury, about a mile fjom New- 
bury port. It wa« the first church in the town. See J, J. Currier, fliat. of 
Kewbury, pp. SS&-34i; Rev, John S. Popkin^ Sermona preached May 4 and 
September 17, 1806. 

■ The Rev, Thomas Gary (H. C. 17€l), bam in Charlestown in 1745, had been 
the paator of the first pariah in Newburyport for nearly twenty years. Thia wai 
the chur(^h over which the Rev. Jolm Lowell, ancestor of the Lowell family of 
Masaochuaetta, had been the first pastor and to which, in the preaent century, 
Colonel T. W. Higginaon and Rev. R. C. Wateraton gave brief periods of service. 
On the aettlement of Mr. Gary, an Arminian and Calvinist sclilani took place, 
the church losing a third of its menil>era who were Calviniitically inclined. 
The legal profession was well represented here — Judge Bradbury, Judge Green- 
leal, and Mr. Theophilua Paraoni being membtra of the congregation. See Anni- 
veraary of the Meeting House of tlie First Religioua Society in Newburyport, 
October 31, 1901 ; Currier, "Ould Newbury/' pp. 430*447 ; etc 

* Dudley Atkina (H. C» 1781) changed his name in 1790 to Dudley Atkins 
Tyng to inherit from Sarah Tyng Winalow an estate in Tyngsborough. In 17S7 
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old lad J, whose coq versa tioo unites the vlYacity of youth with the 
sound judgment of experienced age. Her daughter appears to be 
about twenty. She may be more, or less, for near that peritxl of life 
the countenance retaios nearly the aame appearance longer, perhaps, 
than at any other age. She has fine eyes, and a very pleasing symmetrj 
of features; hut DOt an handsome set of teethe We past abf>ut an hour 
there j Townsend fitopp^d at my lodgings, and tarried the remainder of 
the evening here. I received a couple of letters from Cambridge ; 
one from Packard, and the other frota Clarke,* who is oow a Senior, 
Retired late. 

17th. Three of aa in the office were employ 'd the whole day in tak- 
ing copies of the writs which are to be entered at the next Court, which 
will &it in this town nest week. General Freeman^ pass'd through 
town this day, and came to visit Mr* Parsons, lo the afternoon I took 
a walk with Little, At home all the evening. Weather very cold. 

18th. W© had some more writing to do this forenoon. Mr, Parsons 
went to Exeter, where the Supreme Court for the State of New Hamp- 
shire are now sitting. At twelve o'clock, I attended Town send before 
BIr, Justice Tracy. One M'Intier had prosecuted a Sarah Bay ley for 
defamation in saying that he was a thief. The parties couhi not agree. 
They had not their evidence ready^ and the Court was adjourned till 
three o'clock. Tovvnsend and I dined with his worship. JIr8. Tracy * 

he was twenty-Beven years of Age and a Justice of the Peace. Descended from 
Governor Dudley, he had been a tator ia the family of Mrfi. Seldon of Virginin, 
and studied law under her brother, Judge Mercer. Hi a father, Dudley Atkini, 
represented Newbury pert m the Leifislature at the time of the Siamp Aot, but 
was A rovaiiBt; his hc^use, tC is said, would have hpeo mobbed except for the 
presence of mind and tact of his wife* Sarah Kent Atkins^ She was left a widow 
with six childreti in nOT* struggled many years against poverty, lost one son at 
sea, and saw two daughters married. Recently she had purchased a house in 
Newburyport, where she lived with a son and a daughter, Rebecca. She died 
October 16« 1810, Rebecca Atkins, bom Maj^h, 1767, died unmarrietl, June 23, 
1842, lived on High Street, and was known as the '* friend of all the young people of 
the town." In 1795 D. A. Tyng was appointed by Washington Collector 
of the Port of Newburyport, but lost the plac« under the JeEfersonian nfgime i it 
best known as reporter of the decisions of the MasaacluMeira Supreme Court 
from 1800 to 1822. See Memoir by his friend John Lowell in 3 Mass. Hiat. Coll, 
Tol. ii. pp. 28CK2D5 ; F. H. Atkins. Joseph Atkins : The Story of a Family, pp* 
67, 87-06; S. A. Emery, Remini!>cences of a Nonagenarian, pp. Iti0-l<i8, 

1 Edward Clarke (H. C. 17&8) born September 10, 1770, in Boston; eutered 
the law office of John Lowell ; died July 6, 1791, at Lancaster. 

^ General Nathaniel Freeman, of Sandwich, a well-known Revolutionary 
patriot and versatile man, student of medicine and of law, distinguished ns a 
physician, an orator, and a soldier, Brigadier- General of the raiUtia of Barnstable 
County from 1781 to 1793. His son Nathaniel was a classmate of J. Q. Adams* 
See supra, p. 2B, 

> John Tracy tnarried Margaret Laughton May 2, 1T76. She was bom May 
12, 1756. and died November 9, 180G. Currier, " Ould Newbufy," p. 579. See 
ftltiu p. 681 for the opinion of the Marquis de ChAsteUu^ 
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is an agreeable woman, still handsome, but with her sliare of vanity. 
At three o^clock the Court was again opened : the partitia had agreed to 
compromise the matter, and Bajley is to pay the cost*. Neither of 
tbem, I believe, could be easily defame«l, but had the case been tried I 
euspect the plaiutlfif wouhl have recovered damages. After this weighty 
affair was brought to a couclufiiou, I took a walk with the St|uire and 
Townsend ab<ml tliree miies out of town, to one Sohier s, where we eat 
& couple of 5ne musk melons ; it waa diirk before we got back to Mr. 
Tj acy's. We stopped there and play'd backgammon about two hours ; 
after which Towuaeud aud I returned to our homei?. 

lUih. The equinoctial etorm, which has beeu gathering id the 
heavens for a week past, has now appeared wiih all its violence aud 
rage. Stedmau arrived in town la&l evening, and has attended in the 
ofRce this day. He brought me no letters from Cambridge, but left all 
friends well. We had a violent debate in the oiFice, between Stedinaii 
and Townsend, upon a point of law. The contest began by a dilfer- 
cnce of opinion betweeti Townsend and me. Stedman was on my side 
of the question, and the dispute soon centered in them ; books were 
prwiuced and authorities brought which both parties declared to b© 
plump in tlieir favour respectively. Townsend at last finding three 
against him, (for Thomson had eided likewise) got out of patience, and 
hinted to us timt we could not understand the meaning of the terms, 
as we had beeu so short a time in the ofhce ; so we left him to battle 
it with Stedman. An appeal was agreed upon to Mr, Parsons, Town- 
send, however^ after shi fling hh ground several times at length discov- 
ered that there was nothing iu the case but a misunderstandiug of 
words, and appears at present to give up the point. But he is fond 
of these debates, and fonder of his own o{fi[d(>u. Thomson did not 
appear in the afternoon; this, however, was quite peaceable. The 
weather waa such as rendered a fire in the office very comfortable, 
I waa at home all the evening, reading Rousseau^s coufeasions.^ This 
is the most extraordinary book I ever rend in my life, 

20th. I expected this morning when I waked up to hear (he winda 
wljistle and the tempests roar; but all was still and calui^ the storm 
was violent but short* We were pretty still this day at the office ; but 
four at a time is certiiinly too many. Some one or other of us is talk- 
ing almost all the time, and consequently reading does not proceed 
rapidly. Little came and passM half an hoar with me iu the eveniogf 
hut was engaged for the remainder of it. I copied some extracts, aud 
wrote a letter. 

21 fit. Quite still in the office this day. I read a good deal. This 
afternoon Amory arrived j and thus we are all five here. I called at 
Mr. Carter's and desired him to take charge of a letter to W. 

1 First edition, Geneva, 178Z 
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CraDcTi. I passed an hour or two with Mr. Tufts. A very beautiful 
evening. 

22d. This forenoon I finished VatteL The thirtl book treats of War, 
and the fourth of Pi\ice ; much in the same manner as he trenta the 
other [larts of hla eubj^'ct. '* Honesty is the best policy ** says nature ; 
and so says VatteL Mr. Parsons returned from Exeter before dinner. 
I intended to have gone to Haverhill this afternoon, to speiid the Sun- 
day there ; but the weather was such as threat eiied a storm, and I 
gave up my plan. I went up with Townseiid, Stedman, Amory and 
Stacey ^ to Sohier's tavern about three miles out of town, where we iiad 
some Hue melons* We returuM in the dark, I pass'd the eTeniog, and 
supped with Townaeud. 

23d- Attended upon Mr. Carey the whole day. His manner is not 
very agreeable ; but his stile is much better than common. Townseiid 
called here in the evening, Amory set off this morning for Boston- 
They say it is impossible for him to stay three days at a time in one 
place. He has been absent b\x or eight months and promised Mr. Par- 
sons some time ago that he would come, and be very steady all through 
the winter. He arrived here on Friday, has not yet been ten miuutes 
together at the office, and now is gone again. He is gone however upon 
busiDess, and intends to return to-morrow. 

24th, Townsend went to Topsfield to hear a cause tried before a 
justice. Stedman has been hunting all over the neighbourhood for his 
horse, who disappeared on Saturday. Thomson has a whole week 
respite from his school ; but did not come to the office in the afternoon, 
1 was there alone, Amory returned from Boston beween four and five, 
and at about six set off for Exeter. To-morrow he goes to Portsmouth 
and Wednesday morning he intends to be here again. Amidst tlie noise 
of the ofQce, which was greater than usual because this is the last day 
before the sitting of the Court of Common Pleas in this town, I made 
out however to read about eighty pages of Blackstone's Introduction^ 
and making a few extracts. I copied others in the evening till quite 
late, and at this moment my fingera are so fatigued with writing that 
I positively must throw by my pen. 

5i5th. I have given up all pretences to study any more this week. 
The Court of Common Pleas sits here ; and I shall attend that. It 
was near one o'clock this day before they met, and then they immetli- 
ately adjourned till the afternoon. I was there after dinner- Notbing 
was done but calling over the actions. Judge Greetileaf ^ g^^^ ^ very 



1 George Stacey (11. C. 1784). bom in Ipewicb; utudied law; died 184)8. 

* Judge Benjannii Greenkmf (II. C. 1751), Iwrn in Newburyjiort Mareh 19, 
1732; ditnl Junuary 13, I7t»9. Before And during the Revolutionarj Wttr, a mem- 
ber of the Executive Council ; now, 1787, Cbief Juettce of the Court of Common 
Fleas for Essex County. He wat the fatber-in-law of Ttieophilus Farsoas. £. V* 



^ 2>LkSi 0t JOBS QUJJsas: auaml 

JkiMC. ftHiro Mc lib sxmA^ VETT.JL ibJui^ he ckeerw&l to tksa &■! 
rvwvMnwr^ ftfVHMN ^Hnsx ini>7aii.'.. hj inalinifmK gnemits. of znmm 
«xiMk*<k{w ^tu"'^ ^ffie^.^ fti*fiCKir- nmowip: . -atyl he recomntefuiied to libon to 
K 4,nA. aiHC |?«uw. ^. jb> iMk; i« Bk aeeeived by fube fr—iTirmg of 
t^A. 40599^ T^ 4. ttcs^MKucTBa^ rr inre o'ciodL. I won sad took a 
i««iik mU2 Jye: yrnvw 4Uk. l^iummtana. STmnuB wjib mram in al 

1^ CMa«nJikMs .f>9«i«MCi. «^ liuaai^ ifts. jorauK- in tbe profaoMon I ww 

Xn U^nMifttt^^ * u*. jLiftfsaMWc 9ikk 3BK^ 4L iiieoe of mms wiiicfa diook'd 
uit t^vM^i;*^^ — UM^ S 1^ "«»> TMTimmi; mod inr a erime whidk 
^ iUft^ »u^ utJKHwukK iwQttMi: 1. OK ^ MXBnJuued ndtbo* to jontii&l 

)t.«.u. tAAttK. jUfcV:^',^ %%>Mr sifc 'awn I 1^: s. tih^ attemoon, a caiiae was 
vr*tiji i\\ ui-A KM%rMA Jfiar >«KS: 4bsi^. oaamk^ Brawns. Smith bad 
^•^H.vbfA^ j>u::jtui 2A^i^ j^ tJK 4«&b«; «& l^^Mvn.^ utimt, to waodj a dcdit 
iikK '4.' um icr^vTu ;ja*aik i mtm: ifci>t> «s Jtt^ nrwem, and -ptrodiioed 
iu .>.ur. 3«f«> ift^va^ i\\ %j^-i ^»^ ifciirr tttt: vuhk- ow the lands to 
^■^ V%t ^^uskouu u^ )fe r«^ ^ lite ^wr^ ma^ wlMther those deeds 
m^^^ ^^iu, .c v^tnuJisff iJte^ ^r*Tt j}>vs«i aMED^ u> 0mde the payment 
va: u«7 ik^lKcr V ««-.auew a^^ a *ffi*r b^ «fcim iimtMlf u maintenauoe 
viuT^^ Uit i^eoui^ai^fsir .c tu»^ lou ^LT; ^i^msksIbc thr plaintiff, proved 
tiv« Kc Uis 2«GU» tiiiaut .r uir ^aii«, wiu^ ik liafi tnat' was aa ae o a e d at 
iLi^y,\ vUAickk 3ai». .Uk^^ ^<.\¥.-:^ luft lOki^tt; :?:$i^ and tha; ihe chief of this 

Suuvw li»i A SkitmMrTr'iMn; v Jtf .". C. r*m«K ' .^uC JSpwhm:?,'' pp. 832, 

^ WuiA3s» >;:(«»««* .4£. V. S'^S hkO: iM» a M ■mil— 1 vttli Br. Twrnnam. 
TU tMU v4 u* 2tMV >n aub» >;««»iMa^ VJ^X iwoir <c mr «hiireli at l^ordi 
Audow, ^ ««fr Wi» Jfev ^ 2*n*r dair: j» ^\eitaoit «>aiiaK?. MC ; »»«■ 
nurrWO. Ua X«>T«a«a«v :v> ^ 7a«» VHaa* .-"fsT ^tir .vi\u]« i»»:i««r wnae Jia well- 
known WtWf w lVa»f <j^9M<< v«uaiiic ^>» *9*M<*awr tt Titt litea: Omasttotifla, 
iiuU y tfi a^kiny (w iS a taotAa tv«Mii4ftflaa4w; i£ia smmioui^ ajiaiua ibr Oouoita- 
tiun tecur^ hon ma fuicc«>a i^r «k» M,iM<iiinhi»rqa v>m <«aaua; aii£ ^ aa» iSmk 
oii« of tlie aU«*i a»| «»«Ma aAftewao^ v^^wMtMa ?£ :i» aiii^aija a te «ii«tmf 
form. Af t«f %hm iAtrg«l;K:ar#a -A tmtmiamwM •«)M^«rtis^ . ^ >a«ii««Eour Huiocicik, 
Mr. 8yroiiMr» aitbOf^w IM* ^^siyMiifiuMv aadl aau&« a^a OiidwiK*iir«,. ^w«*^ for il« 
Couititutioo. North Aaif>v«r <lirl a/s I^Aii/a 9ia j(«i bianuw iftvoi^ *»»- 
fbUerHt. AuU. it U Mil. fai/i* tuSir «a«»Mi^9r^s»but fbr hsm^ a> «i)ai Ja ntaM^^v.^ ta 
rortUiid M early m W'^M;. b«a tpt^^^M* vf Jnitmuy tS aal Fednou? x ir?:, ia 
Elliot, DeUlta. rol. IL ppi 70^70^ 17:*-IT4; Miromiai Ubcaana by tia H^jo. 
Nathan HiiMn; Hurd. lliat o# llaarx CVwacy, P9L 137^15»1, 1«7. 1«7o-It?:7; 
Abiel Abbot, lllai. of Aodov«r, p. l4Sf ; J. A. Vtatoa, SjmaiM McflMWial. pp^ 
wv— Ol. 

• I'robably Thsophllut Bradburr, vboM toe G«orf« Bradbory waa a atadent 
In Harvard (>'olU*ga. N W. vaa l^if warn yaan a teacher in Veraioot; died at 
the age of m? ant/'Olne In an ioaane M/lom. 
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was by paying debts for whicli he had hecD previously bound with hia 
father. Mr, Sullivan,^ for the defendant, eudeaToured to show that 
8uch deductionB were to be made from thia estate as would reduce it la 
about 280X, anil that ioiue other cliarges ought to be added to what 
James bad allowed his father^ which would make his coa tract quite 
einiitable. The pleadings were very ioterestiiig, and it was after seven 
in the evening l>efore the case was given to the jury. The Court then 
adjourned tilt the morning, at nine o*clock« 

27th. The jury upon the case of Smith and Brown gave their Terdict 
in favour of the plaintiff, and declared the deeds fraudulent The next 
jury case which came on was between William Bartlett and Daniel 
Dodge, both of this town. Bodge, who is a mason, engaged to build 
and plaister a brick house for Bartlett ^ at a certain price, in the year 

^ Ja:m<?s SuIliTftD, forty-three jetin of a^e, ft Barriater at Law reAident in 
Boston, hud resigned a place oq tlie b«nch of the Supreme Court to practJie Mi 
profewion, and wA« already well knowa &a a member of the Legislature* of tho 
Ezecytive Council and of the Cod^chs of the Conft-Hluratioa. Later lie was 
Altorney-Generai (1790-1807) and Governor of MaMstihusetti (1807^1808), In 
1793, when the qiaestion of the neutrality between England and France, the 
guarantee of the West India Islands, the reception of Genet, and the revocation 
of the exequatur of Consul Duplaine were being agitated, J. Q. Adams wrote 
two series of esaaji in the BostoD *' Centinel " under the signatures of Mareellus 
and Columhut. James Sulii?an, then Attorney-General, replied in the ** Chron'^ 
icle " under the signatures of Junius and Anierieanui. J. Q. Adama retorted 
under the signature of BarneTetdt; and the highly controrersial pa|>ers of 
Americanua and of Barneveldt often app<^ared in the same iesne. Attorney- 
General Sullivan was not oITended by this sharp criticism, but, on the contrary, 
employed the young and waiting lawyer in eeveral casea. Their support of 
Jefferson a embargo policy produced political as well as personal friendliin^sa be- 
tween the twOy when J. Q. Adams was a Senator and James Sullivan, Governor 
of MasaachusGtts ; when Governor Sullivan died, J. Q, Adams was requested by 
the fauiily to prepare an obituary notice, wliich appeared in the '' Chronicle " on 
the day of the funeral, and 1ms been reprinted by T. C. Aroory in his Life ol 
James Sullivan, vol. ii. pp. 320-32&. See J. Q, Adams, Memoirs, vol i. pp. 27, 
28. 502, 542; T. C. Amory, Life of James Sullivan, Tol i. pp. 288-200; voL ii. 
p. 318. James Sullivan was the first president of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society. See 2 Mass. Hist Coll, rol i. pp. 252-264 ; also T. C. Amory, ¥ol. ii, 
p. 167. See infra, p. 56. 

^ William Bartlett {174S"lSil)^ from a poor boy apprenticed to learn a trade, 
was, at forty, one of the wealthiest merchants ami ship-owners in Newhuryport. 
A man of an iron constitution and of a sturdy and unyielding Calvinism, as "a 
matter of conscience " strictly demanding *' from tiie poor as well as rich, a prompt 
compliance with contracts/' lie was a muniScent donor to Andover Theological 
Seminary, and was even ready to release freely a promising apprentice like i*at* 
rick Tracy Jackson that he might better his fortunes by a voyage to India. 
E. V. Smith, History of Newburyport, pp. 349-351 ; J. J- Currier, " Ould New- 
bury," pp. 102, 700-712. Mr. Ehen F. Stone, at the Two Hundred and Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Settlement of Newbury (p. 100|, noted that Newburyport at 
thi» time possessed two classes of rich men, — Dalton, Hooper, Tracy, Jackson, 
John CoMn JoneSi men of wealth and of education^ Ufing in ease and elegaace 
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1774. b tbe eoone of hb doiog the work tbe paper auicuij depre* 
dMed €(mnderMj^ Mid the question now is whether Dodge b to he 
held to the ori^D«l snm, or whether the monies he r e ce iT o d at different 
fiaiif ie to he reduced hj the scale of depredatioQ at those times. Par- 
iOM was lor the pUuntiff, Bradbnry ^ for the defeodanL Pusoaa, in the 
ttidst of his plea, hroke off and proposed to leare the matter to m refer- 
OAea, The parties agreed ; and the jary, afier heing employed f oar ot 
§f€t hoon upon this cause, were entitled only to half-feea. Howeivr, 
tiMj were prohablj gainers by the circumstance^ for the case v:ss so 
MRtuh and intricate that they would have found it Tery diffieok to 
Mgrf!^ opoo a Terdict. 

After this was over two negroes and two white men were arrvgned 
for difkrtni thefts. All of them pleaded guilty ; and were sentenced 
to whfpfiing, hard labour, &c. At about du»k the Court adjourned to 
nine in the morning* I dined at Mr. Tufts's. Thomson, Little, and 
Putnam passed the evening with me. Putnam came to apply again 
for a^lmisftion into Mr. Parsons's office. There was a har meeting 
this erening, and the matter was to be laid before them. I saw Mr. 
Tlfftxf#fr after the meeting was over, but he would not tell me what their 
detijrmination was. 

2Hl\u I leanit this day that the bar determined last evening to alude 
by the rule which thoy hod adopted some years ago, which was that 
there should not be more than three students in an office at once. 
I'uttiam therefore cannot be received by Mr. Parsons. I understand 
he hfis this day applied to Mr. Bradbury, who will receive him imme- 
diately. Court sat all day, but finally adjoum'd this afternoon, till 
next April, when they will sit at Ipswich. There was one trial by 
Jury tills forenoon. It was between Parson Murray,* of this town, and 

ofi tfis )illlil<l« ; nsrtlstt, Brown, Coombs, Marquand, etc., the new rich of thit 
day, building their homi^t within siglit of their wliairea and ttorehoutes. 

1 Tlieophlluf Bradbury (II. C. 1767), Barrister at Law and Justice of the Peace 
snd the Quorum, resident at Newburyport ; later member of Congress (1795-1797) 
and Justice of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts (1797-1803). Theophilus 
Parsons had studied law in his offlco in Falmouth (t. e. Portland) before it was 
burnt by the British ; after that both men returned to Newburyport. 

* liev. John Murray was the pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Newbury- 
port, formed In response to the preacliing of George Whitefleld. TIhh case in 
the law court was an incident in a long struggle of orer fifty years. In 1749 
Jonathnn pArsons, then pastor, complained in a letter to EHsha Williams in Lon- 
don that for refusing to " pay taxes to ministers on whose ministry they never 
attend, they were ' dragged about upon the ground,' 'dressed up in bearskins and 
worried,' wore thrown upon carts, hauled through streets, and imprisoned wiih a 
— ' Lie there till you have paid the utmost farthing.' " By 1764 the question was 
settled so far as the inhnbitants of Newburyport were concerned. But non- 
residents did not have so clear a case. Their rights depended here upon the in- 
terpretation of the tliird article of the Declaration of Rights in the Constitution 
of 1780, which provided ** that the seyeral towns, parishes, precincts, and other 
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the itibabitants of Salisbury. One of the people of Salisbury attended 
always at Jlr. Murray's meeting, but was assessed iu his own town : 
the question wai whether his tax should be paid to Mr. Munay, or 
whether it shouM go to Ihe support of the minister of Salisbury. The 
jury brought in a verdict in favour of Mr. Murray. A simiUir case has 
two or three times been determined in the same manner, I think very 
improperly; and ^o thinks Mr. Parsons^ In the afternoon a man was 
convicted of eteaUng a couple of sheep, for which he was fined thiily 
shillings. Parsons said in England he would have been hung j hut I a 
little doubt. 1 dined at Mr. Carter' s, Mr. and Mrs. Smith from Boston 
were there. Mr. Smith brought me a letter from W. Cranch, which 
gives me an account of the rustication of W, The circumstances aro 
much to his disgrace* I had likewise a letter from my father,^ and 
one from my mother, of the 18th & 20th of July. Some letters are 
yet remaining. Little was with me about half an hour this evening. 

29th. I attended at the office the whole day» and resumed Black- 
stone, whom for three or four days I had laid asidr. I did not, how- 
ever, read a great deal* In the evening I took soraething of a long 
walk with Townsendj and as I returned stopped to sup upon the birds, 
which Amory and Stacey had been hunting for in the course of the day. 
There were three other gentlemen therej Mr. Coffin, ^Ir, Winslow, 
and a Captain Cochran. We got to singing after supper, and the 
bottle went around with an unusual rapidity, untill a round dozen had 
disappeareJ. I then thought it was high time to retreat, and with 
some difficulty slip'd away from those of the company who appeared to 
be the most i[mpir€^fl, and took a walk with Townsend ; it was after 
one in the morning when we got to my lodgings. After setting there 
about an hour and smoking a pipe or two, we both went to bed. 

30th. Although I had not last night lieen guilty of an excess so far 
as to be intoxicated, yet 1 had not sufficiently consulted what ray feel- 
ings would be this day to be entirely prudent. I therefore arose this 
morning with a very disagreeable head-ache, which continued the whole 

bodteii politic or r(?!i^ioui societiQa shall at all times have the excluBtve right of 
electini^ tlieir public teachers and contracting with tliem for their sup|M>rt and 
maintenance. And ail moneji paid by the subject to the support of public wor- 
ship, mid of tlie public teachers aforesaid, shall, if b© require it, he uniforroly 
applied to the aiipporl of the public teacher or teachers of bia own religiotiB sect 
or denommatioa, provided there be any on whose instructions be attends. Others 
wise it may be paid toward tiie support of the teacher or teachers of the pnrish 
or precinct in which aald moneys are raised," Tiiis question arose again in 171^ 
ai to some inhabitants of Newhnry who attended church in Nevvburyport, 
and it was then scltled by a kgialative act in their favor, J, J. Currier, **Ould 
Kewburyv" pp. 6<]8^517| History of Newbury^ pp. 381-3S4 ; H. C. Hovey, 
Origin and Annale of the Hid Simth First rrt?sbyterian Church, pp. 3'i, 33. 

i Jfihn Adams waa in Loudon us Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of 
St. James. 
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day. I could neither attend meeting nor read, nor write ; and pasa'd 
the day with much tediouanesa. In the evening, however^ I took a walk 
with Towasend ; and^ after return tug, passed an hour at Mr* Tuf ts's* 

Monday, October lat, 1787* 

I have not yet got over the consequences of our frolick on Saturday 
evening. Three whole evenings I have by this means entirely lost^ for 
I cannot yet write with any comfort. How inseparably in all cases of 
intemperance is the punishment allied to the fault ! Stedman went 
thia day for Portsmouth ; will return here to-morrow, and take bis final 
leave on Wednesday, He h going to open an office at Cambridge, 
where I heartily wish him succi'ss. In the afternoon I went with 
Townsend and Thomson and Little up to Sohier's, and had the usual 
fare* We returned leisurely in the evening, I was too much fatigued 
to write much ; havings withal, a little of the head ache, Putnam 
arrived in town thiii afternoon, and^ I suppose^ will enter Mr. Brad- 
bury ^s office immediately, I shall iiui% I believe, very much the want 
of Mr. Parsons'fl presence, when he goes offl His attendance upon the 
Gen'l Court will engross his time very much. Next week he will go 
to Boston, and will be gonej I suppose, nearly two montlis. There are 
a thousand questions w^hich I shall want to propose to htm, from titn© 
to time ; but which I shall be reduced to find out by my own industry 
and what assistance Townsend and Amory can give me» 

2d. I have at lengtb recovered my usual tone, and have been able 
this day to attend to business with as much satiBfaction as common^ 
Stedman came back from Portsmouth this afternoon. In the evening 
I carried a packet of letters to his lodgings for Cambridge. I began to 
copy oft not a small volume of forms for declarations. Thts is a piece 
of drudgery which certainly does not carry its reward with it. But it 
k a necessary piece of work, for which reason I think the sooner it is 
finished, the better. I was in hopes before I came here, that I should 
have time for reading books of entertainment; but, after passing eight 
hours a day in the office, and spending four more in writing minutes 
and forms at home, I am not husband of time sufficient to set any 
more apart for any kind of mental application. And indeed if for 
three yciirs I can proceed with as much industry as I have done since 
I entered the office, the d — 1 will be to pay if I bave not some stock of 
law. Health is all I shall ask. 

3d. Continued in the first volume of Black stone. In the course of 
mj reading this day I cam© across a paragraph which surprized me ; 
it was this : — '^ It is a principle of unii^ersal law^ that the natural-born 
subject of one prince, cannot by any act of his own, no, not by swearing 
allegiance to another, put off or discharge bia natural allegiance to the 
former: for this natural allegiance was intrinsic and primitive, and 
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antecedent to the other, and cannot be devested without the concur- 
rent act of that prince to whom it was first due." I eniiuiied of Mr, 
Parsons his opiiiioii upon the subject. He said that if instead of uni- 
versal law It was common law, the a^sertioo would be just ; but tliat, 
in his opinion, by the law of nature every man had a right to put off 
his natural allegiauce, for good c^iuse. And this I think much more 
reason uble thait to say that a man is obliged to serve and as^sist his 
sovereign, however cruel, tyrannical and utijust he may be. The doc- 
trine of Black^LODe must, I think] imply that of passive obedience; 
which is not now to be refitted. It may indeed be said that evary 
uujust act h a tacit consent to the discharge of the suhject's allegiance; 
but this is straining the meaning of words a great length; and I think 
it is much the beat to cut the gordian knot, as Mr, Parsons did.^ I 
wrote along in the evening till late. 

4th. I this dtiy concluded the irst Tolume of my author ; and em- 
phiyM all the afternoon in copying from it., under heads. As Parsons 
goes to Boston next week, and will stay there so long that I shall prob- 
ably finish the book 1 am now reading before he returns^ I enquired 
of him, what would be beat to take up next. lie recommended, Sulli^ 
van*s lectures/ then Wrighfs tenures,* and then Coke-Littleton."* This 
evening 1 was at Mr. Tufts's; present at the marriage of his daughter 
Dolly to Mr. Geo. Odiorne of Exeter.^ Mr. Gary performed the cere- 
mony. I staid there to supper, but came away soon after that, as I 
spent my time rather tediously. Mercy Brooks® from Medford wsis 
there : she is one of the very few uamarried women with whom I can 

1 S«e J. Q. Adams, Memoirs, toL it. pp. H0, 147, for an application of thii 
principle by Kim, as Secretary of State in Presitleiit Jtonroe'a Ciibinet- 

2 Fraiicii S. Sullivan (Unlveraily of Dublin), Lectures on the Constitution and 
Laws of England, etc., London, 1776, 2 vols. — a second edition, revised and en- 
larKedp of a work published in 1770, and entitled " An HiBtoncal Treatise on tlia 
Feudal Law and the Conatitution and Law a of England," etc. 

* Sir Martin Wright, Introduction to the Law of Tenures, London, 17S0. 

* The ^rst edition of Coke'a CommentiirieH upon Littleton was published in 
1628. Accordingly it had been a legal text-book for one hundred and sixty ye&VB 
at the time of this entry. As the standard elementary treatise m the hands of 
itudetits of law, ihe Institutes were not superseded until the publicatioQ of 
Blacks tone's Conimentariea in 1765-1709. 

* " Dorothy TnftB» eldest daughter of Dr. Samucd Tufts of New bury port,'* 
bom March 22, 1767 ; married George Odiorne, '* engaged in trade " at Exeter, 
N. H. I died September 8, 1793. Later Odiorne removed to Boston* was a 
bank president nine years, an alderman in 1823 and 1824 ; and one of fif- 
teen to assume responsibility for the erection of Park Street Church ; died in 
Walfien December L 1B4(S. J. C. Odiorne, Genealogy of the Odiorne Family, 
pp. 74-83. '* Mr. Samuel Tufts" was on the Committee of Correspondence iiud 
Safety appointed in 1774. Hnrd, Hist, of Essex County, p. 1744. 

^ Mercy B rooks , born September 3, 1763 ; married, March 6, 1788, Cotton 
Tufts, only son of Dr. Cotton Tufts, of Weymouth. See iuprot p. 10, note 1 ; 
Uiher, Hkt* of Medford, pp. 52dj 564, 506. 
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be sociable after a short acqnaiotance : whether it is owing to aom© 
peculiarity of circumsiaoces or of character, I know not; but the fact I 
am sure of. . . . 

5th. After writing a few lioea in my oommon place book, I took the 
eecoDil volume of Blackstone, which treats of the rights of thinga. I 
did not read much, and with the extracts which I make I shall not be 
able to proceed with very rapid progress, Thomson^ notwithstanding 
he keeps schools, holds an equal pace with me. However he reads Id 
the eveuing, while I am employed in copying off the forma. This he 
has already done, haviug been mora than four months in the o3ice. I 
dined at Mr, Tufls'a* The new married pair appeared quite calm and 
composed. In the afternooOj before it grew dark, I went down with 
Thomson, and found Putnam ; with him we went to Dr* Swett's and 
found Little. From thence we retired very abruptly* and went homo 
with Moaes. We spent the evening there and supped, after which we 
all returned respectively to our homes. Here I sat a few minutes with 
Dr. Kilham, my very worthy fellow boarder, and then retired to my 
room, where, what with copying forms, and what with relating the 
business of the day, I have almost brought it to one in the morning. 

6th* I altered my plana of etudy, and determined to copy forma in 
the day time, because I can do it notwithstauditig all the noise that may 
bo going forward in the olhce, and read at my own IcKlgings. I extract 
a great deal, aud am almost tired with it, but Mr, Parsons advises mo 
by all means not to gi^e it up. In the evening I received a long 
letter from ray sister,* and likewise one from W* Cranch- 

7th. I attended at Mi\ Carey's meeting all day. In the forenoon he 
was quite severe upon all persoaa who either did not attend divine services 
80 steadily as they might, or who, being at the house of the Lord, do not 
behave with proper decorum aad respect No person, said Mr. Carey, 
who is going into the presence of an earthly prince, will appear in a 
loose, neglected attire, as it would be considered as a mark of con* 
tempt, and as an insult to the dignity of the sovereign. Hence he 
deduced the neoeasity of a serious, devout, attentive mind, at times 
wbeo we go more immediately into the presence of God. His conclu- 
sion, were it placed as a distinct proposition, no one I presume would 
deny j but his perfectly stale and liackTiey'd allusion is in my opinion 
not only false, but impious, I would ask Mr Carey, why it is necea- 
gary to appear with such an accurate precision of dress at the Court of 
an earthly prince ? What other cause can be assigned for the impor- 

1 Mrs. Abigail Adftms Smith, only liatpr of J. Q. Adams, two yesra his senior ; 
bora July 14, 1705; nmrrit'd Jutm 12, 1780, Colonel WiUiam Steplieni Smith, 
who, a B transfer to the fumily, had been chosen by Confffcss as Secretary of 
I^gntion when John AdfimB was sent as Minister to England in 17B5; she died 
August 15, 1«13. John Adams» Works, voh iii. p. 308 ; voL fiiL pp. 2*^, 423; A. 
N. Adams, A Genealogical History of Henry Adamf^ etc., p. 407* 
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tanca of a thmg so very iiidiffereut m itself, but the ridiculous vanity 
ami ftititastic foppery of liie great? It ia impossible to deduce an argu- 
ment from gimilarity of e^ect, unle&s a like similarity of cause existSj 
and in this cubo the supposition is not to be made. In shorty if our 
preachers in geceral would not take ao much pains as they do to prove 
facts whicli no man in his seuses can deny, they would Rave ihem^ielvea 
much exertion o! thought, without injuring their reputationSi. In the 
evening I weut with Dr. Kit ham, and past an hour or two at Mr. 
Carter's; the family are all of them exceedingly agreeable. Miss H. 
Emt*ry ^ was there, a young lady with a beautiful countenance, an 
elegant person, and (I am told) an amiuble mind. What more could 
any person wish to find in a female? a fortune ?^ — ah! can a vile 
metal drag'd by the hands of slavery from the bowels of the earth 
be put in competition with charms like those? The wretch who could 
harbour the idea deserves to be barred forever from the pleasures of 
friendship and of love. 

8th- Attended at the office, and wrote diligently all day. Cold 
weather coming on apace. Thomson and 1 had some conversation 
before we left the olTice at nighu He ia in low spirits, and sees gloomy 
prospects. I hope he will realize more happy one8» for he is an 
amiable, worthy youth, with a clear head and a sound heart. From 
the otBce we weut to Putnam's lodgings. There Sam and I played 
together, he on the violin, I on the flute, for a couple of hours ; after 
which we sat with him till nine o'clock and then respectively retired. I 
sought my bed quite early this evening* I cannot study now much ia 
my own room for want of a fire. 

9th. I received a short letter from W. Cranch, I make a pretty 
rapid progress with my book of forms, and, if I am not interrupted, I 
hope to finish it by the latter end of next week, which will take one 
heavy load from my shoulders. Putnam came to our oflice this after- 
noon ; he and Little passM the evening with me. I intended to walk 
with Little, but found it was raining hard. I proceed very slowly with 
Blackstone. 

1 riannah Tracy Emery, descenrled, it is claimed, from Governor Thomm 
Dudley, belonged to the Kevvbury bnuich of the Eniury family; born at 
Kxetor, N, H., March 1, 1771. Her fiitlier, John Emery, was lost at sea daring 
this year (1787); her grandfatlier, Nttah Emery, for many years chrk of tlie 
rtouse of Aaseaibly and of the court in New 11 am pa hi re, died the following Jan- 
nary (1788). A girl of *'Bweet sixteen," alie was Uving with her mother in New- 
huryport. Four years later (November 1, 1791), the married Beiijamia Abbot 
(H. C. 1788), for fifty years firiiieipal of Phillipa Exeter Academy. She died 
December B, 1793, leaving one son, John Emery Abbot (bom August 6, 1793, 
gnidnaled from Bowdoin College in 1810» «uc"Ceeded Dr. Barnard aa pnaior of 
the North Church in Salem in 1816, died nnmarried, October 7, 1819; a rolume 
of hiB sermons has been printed, with n memoir by Dr. Henry Ware, Jr.). Rufui 
Emery. Genealogical Records of Descendant.* of John and Anthony Emery, etc., 
pp. 320, 349, 400 ; Abiel Abbot, etc., Register of the Abbot Family, pp* 4, 5, 
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lOtb, A very fine ^ay. Amory and TownBetid with n. number of 
other lads went out of town tljia afternoon upon a pnrty. But I did not 
feel disposed to join tliem. Thomson spent part of the evening with me. 

11th. This afternoon I took a ride with Dn Kilham^, ns far as New- 
town to see Mr. Dal ton, but neither he nor his lady were at horaep 
We rode a mile or two beyond that, and returneil just after dark* 
Tbat road is very good ami the prospects all around are very beautiful ; 
but the leaves begin to fall, and the year appears to proceed ntpidly on 
a decline. Amory was with me part of the evening, 

12th. The day passM as usual, except that I had some political chat 
with Mr. Parsons, He favours very much the Federal Constitution, 
which haa lately been proposed by the Convention of the States. Kor 
do I wonder at all that he should approve of it, as it ia calcalated to 
increase the influence, power and wealth of those who have any already- 
If the Constitution be adopted it will be a grand point gained in favour 
of the aristocratic party. There are to be no titles of nobility ; hut there 
will be great distinctions, and those distinctioas will soon he hereditary, 
and we shall consequently have nobles, but no titles. For my own 
part I am willing to take my chance under any government whatever; 
but it 13 hard to give up a eystem which I have always been taup:ht to 
cherish, and to confess that a free government is inconsistent with human 
nature. 

13th. Captain Wyer ' was in the oflice tbia afternoon, a couple of 
hours; very zealous for the new Constitution, Was desirous of having 
a town-meeting to instruct their representatives upon the occasion; 
quite enthusiastic, and ao are many other people. This afternoon I 
went, and requested the favor of waiting upon Miss Jones to the ball 
next Monday ; she will go if her health will permit. Little pass'd iho 
evening with me. There was a very brilliant northern light. 

14th. I wroto two long letters this day. One to J. Forbes, and the 
other to W. C ranch. Went with Putnam in the afternoon to Mr, 
Tucker's meeting; and was murh pleased with the doctor's preaching. 
Putnam spent an hour or two with me after meeting. 

15th» Rather dissipated the whole day- Could not study with 
proper attention, and indeed gave the matter up in the afternoon. At 
al>out seven o'clock we met at the dancing hall^ and from that time 
till between three and four in the morning we were continually dancing. 
I was unacquainted with almost all the company; but I never saw a 
collection of ladies where there was comparatively so muclt beauty. 
Two or three gentlemen got rather over the hay ; but upon the whole 

1 Prefumnbly Captain WilUum Wjer^ a shipmaster, — one of the six founders 
of the Murine BcKiiety of Newbtiryport in 1772 to promote the shipping interests 
and to Miiat needy thipm asters ; died August 14, ISID, aged seventy-five. Hard, 
Hilt, of Eisez County, p. 1751 1 Carrier, "Quid Newbury/* p. 710. 
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the proeeeciiTigs were as regakr and agreeable as might he expected, 
Little lodg'd with me, and the clock struck fwr just hefore we weut 
to bed. 

16th, We rose at about nine o'clock* Dr, Kilham was just going 
to take his seat in the stage for Boston. The Dr. represents this 
town in the Gen'l Court and goes to Boston now to attend at the ses- 
sioDj which opens to-morrow. I was at the othce in the forenoon, but 
could not attend much to any study. I took a walk with Towniend. 
Return 'd agsiio to the office, and, juat as I had got ready to sit down to 
business, in came W. Cranch and Leonard White from HaverhiK, who 
insisted upon it that I should go there with them this afternoon ; and 
in auch a positive manner that I could not deny them. They dined 
with me at my lodgings, and, at about four in the afternoon, we all 
mounted our horses for Haverhill. The wind was very high, and 
scattered the dust so much that the riding was very disagreeable. We 
drank tea at Eusseirs and were almost half an hour crossing the river, 
though the wind had considerably ahated. At about seven we got to 
Mr* Shaw's house. Miss N* Quiucy and Misa B, Cranch* came in 
from Mr. Duncan*© soon after. Mr* James Duncan" invited W. Cranch 
and me to dine with him to-morrow* The troop of home of which he 
is 1st lieutenant are to parade in the moniing, and he makes an enter< 
tainment for them. It was past eleven this evening when we retired. 

17tb. This day a regiment of foot and a troop of about sixty horse- 
men paraded and were reviewed by Genl Titcomb** The weather waa 

1 Elizabeth Cranch, cousin of J. Q. Adams, daugrhter of Richard and Mrtj 
(Smith) Cranch, of Braintree ; baptized November 27^ 1703 ; married, Febryapy 
11» 1789, Rev. Jacob Norton, of Weyitioyth (see »j/m, p. 127) ; died January 25, 
1811. Nash, Hist Sketch of Weymouth, p, 17L 

^ James Duncan, Jr., brother-inlaw of John Thaxter, Firitt Lieatenant of the 
Second Troop of Horse in Essex County; in business with his father Jamej 
Duncan; became one of the leading merchants of Haverhill, He established * 
itore, potash- works, and a rail I for grinding flaxseed at Lebanon ^ N. H., and it is 
aaid that in a period of twenty-six months he sent thither by ox teams for tha 
country trade ninety thousand dollars worth of gnotts. He died in 1822, when 
over sixty years of age ; liis wife was Rebecca White. Chase, Hist, of Haver^ 
hill pp. 452, 628; Hurd, Hiat. of Essex County, pp. zlvi, 2003 ; Fleet's Alma- 
nack for 1788. 

8 Jonathan Tttcomb, Major-General of the militia of Essex County • in 1787 
a man of about sixty ; prominent in town and State during the War of the Revo- 
lution ; aeleciuian 1773-1775. 1777-1778, 1780» 178a» 1788; moderator of town- 
meetings 1778, 1779, 1781, 1785» 1787; RepresentatiTe in the General Courl 
1778-1783, 178S: delegate to the State Constitutional Contention in 1780, and 
to the Conyention that ratified the Constitution of the United States; hia mili- 
tary experience had been gained in the militia and ae cotonel of a regiment ifl 
the brief campaigns of 1777, 1778 under General SulHyan in Rhode Island. Hard, 
Hist, of Essex County* pp. 1739-1741, 1753. In 1780 General Washington 
appointed Mm naval officer ot the district of New bury port ; he died Mardi 10^ 
1817. 
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rather disagreeable, though not so windj as it was yesterday. One of 
the foot cump^uies was diej?it iu the rifle utiifurm; that of the horse 
wai red faced with green. The horses iu geDeral were good, but the 
oompany has uot been formed long, and are uot yet perfect in their 
exerciees. We dined at Mr. Dimcau'a. I chatted with Mr. Sjmmeg 
upon the new Constitution, We did not agree upon the subject While 
we were talking Mr. Bartlett came in, and was beginning to attack 
me. I told him I wisb'd to change the subject, as I felt utierly unequal 
to the ta^k of opposing two persons of whose judgment 1 had bo high 
an opinion as lilr. Symmee and Mr. Bartlett Bartlett laugh'd and said 
I WJ13 very |K>lite. " Adams," says Symmea, **you shall go home with 
me, and take a bed to-night"; — and I found that France is not the 
only country where ToricJcs secret has its influence,' We walkM up 
the hill where the regiment was parading in the afternoon ; but the 
weather was so cold that I return'd back some time before they finished. 
The General was drest and mounted rather fihabbily : he has never heea 
employed in military life j and nobody knows how he came to be a 
inajor*generah Passed part of the evening at Mr. White's; found 
Mr. Allen ^ and Mr. Tucker ut Mr, Shaw's : ihey staid till about 
nine o'clock, and then returned to Bradford. 

18th. We dhied this day at Mn Bartlett's. Capfain Wier was 
there and Miss S. SrPKinstry/ who is upon the point of being married 
to Blajor Starke/ and Miss Barrell, a young lady from Boston whose 
countenance indicates misfortune. She had a lover, who forsook her 
upon discovering that she had not a fortune, as he had expected. 
Townaend came into town yesterday with Miss P. Greenleaf, and 
returned this afternoon to Newbury, The young ladies drank tea at 
Judge Sargeant's. I spent the evening till between eight and nine 
o'clock at Mr, White's, I had in the course of the day, and have had 



1 The alluBion it to the two chapters ia the lecond volume of Steriie*s *' Senti- 
mental Journey," entitled "The Riddle" and **The Riddle ExplaiaeJ." "I 
stepped tiastily after Lim : it was the very man wbose 8ucces« ia asking charity 
of the woman before the door of the hotel had «o puzzled me, — aod 1 found 
at once his secret, or at least the basis of it ; — it was f1 Jittery."^ 

a Kev. Jonatlian Allen (H. C. 1774), born in Brahitree Februarj 16, 1748-0; 
ordained at Bradford June 5, 17S1 ; died March 6, 1827. J. D. lOogsbiirj^ Memo- 
rial Hist, of Bradford, pp. 106-117. 

* Sarah McKinstry, daughter of Dr, WilUam McKinstry^ surgeon-general of 
the British hospitals at Boeton in 1776, formerly of Tauntoo ; married Major 
Stark in 17B7; died September 11, 1839. aged seTentj-two, 

* ifajor Caleb Stark, eldest son of Major-General John Stark, then (1787> 
twenty -eight years of age and a merchant in HaverhiU. Running away from 
home vifhen a lad of fifteen, he joiued his fiUher in the army on the eve of the 
Battle of Bunker Hill, and served throughout the War of Inilependence. See 
C Stark, Memoir and Otiicial Correspondence of Geacraljolm Stark, pp. 34^ 
871; Appleton, Cyclopaedia of American Biography, 
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every daj since I came Iiere, a great deal of coDversation with Mr* 
Shaw concerning S. W,j who still persists iu declaring himself itino- 
centy though every one who la acquainted with tho circu Distances must 
be as fully convinceJ of his guilt, as if he bad seen him do the deed him* 
self. ]Mr. Shaw was much afllicted. He had great expectations from 
AV., who had been hia pupil, and whose repatatiou would ia some 
measure have reflected honour upon hia instructor ; but ^* bow art 
thou fallen, Lucifer^ son of the morning I " 

19th. W. Cranch and the two young ladies set ofif thia morning fur 
Boston, The weather is much milder for them thnn it haa been for 
several days past I spent the forenoon with Sir. Thaxter at his 
othee. lie is to be published next Sunday. Dined at Mr* Shaw's, 
Just after dinner Mrs. Allen * came iu from Bradford, and informed us 
of Deacon Smith's death.® He died on Tuesday morning. The newa 
came by Dr. Williams, who lodged at Bradford last night. Between 
three and four I set out to return homej and overtook F. Bradbury ■ 
and Winslow in a chaise going the same way. At about half past five 
I got home ; and went and pas8*d the evening witbTownsend. Amory 
IB quite unwell ; returo'd this day from Portsmouth. 

20th. I was more attentive at the ofBce than I expected to be be- 
tween two follies^ I had determined before I went to Haverhill, not 
to go so far as Boston till the spring; but I have now altered my 
resolutions, and shall go from hence next Monday, for a fortnight. 
This is not the way to acquire the science of tho law, but dissipation is 
60 fashionable here that it is necessary to enter into it a little in order 
not to appear too singular ; and as Mr* Parsons will probably be absent 
for three weeks to come, I know not thai I can take a more eligible 
time for a vacation. 

2 1 St. I attended Mr* Carey in the forenoon, and went with Putnam 
to hear Dr. Tucker * in the afternoon. He is a very good preacher, 

1 Wife of Kev. Jonathan Allen, of Bpadf^rd. 

^ Isfuie Sniitli, born in Charleatown July, 1719 ; n^arrled Elkabeth Storer 
October 9, 1740; a merchant in Boston; died October 16, 17S7. He wan a 
brother of Itev. Wm. Smith, of Wtymouth, an uncle of Mr«. Abigail Adams, 
fatlier of Iiaacj Smith {supra, jy. 20) and of WilUam Smith (supra, p. 32, noteS}. 

" Franuia Bradbury, a&cund son of Hon. Theopliilua Bradbury, of Newbury* 
port; bom 1766; died 1837; married Octuber 6, ISO^i, Hannah Jones Spooner, 
of Dorclieater. W. B. Lnpliam, Bmdbury Memnrial, pp. 89, 118, 119. 

* Rev. John Tucker (H. C 1741), at thin lioio iieurly seventy yeara of age, 
had been pastor of the First Parish in Newbury f<jrty-two years . 1I*» received 
the degree of S, T. D. from Harvard College a few niontha before. Born in 
Amesbtiry ; settled at Newbury in November, 1746 ; died March 22* 1792. Un liis 
installation some of the pariah, thinking him inclined to Arniinianism, withdrew 
and formed the First Presby terinn Cliurcli in NL*wburyport- He engaged in many 
iharp doctrinal controvertiiles with the neighboring ministers- See App]eion*B 
American Biography foralist of bis sermons Iu print; J, J* Carrier, Hi*t. of New- 
bury, pp. 339-344; etc. 

7 
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but tbe getier&litj of hia bearers look as if they were formed of the 
coarsest clay. A number of female figures in particular seem to charge 
nature with having made gross mistakes. I passed the everiiug till 
almost nine o'clock with PutJiam. Townsend took me from there and 
carried me volens nolens to sup with him* I intended to have written 
a great deal this day, but all my schemes vanisbed with the fleeting 
hours, and I must now refer this matter till I return from my intended 
journey. 

2 2d. The weather yesterday did not look promising, but is this day 
very clear, and for the season unrommonly warm. At about half past 
nine I mounted my horse » and Townsend said he would take an airing 
and ride a few miles with me. The pleasantness of the weather led him 
on till he finally agreed to go as far as IlaYerhil!, intending to return 
in the afternoon. We rode part of the way with Sohier, the collegian, 
who was on his way to Groton ; and we got to Haverhill just beforo 
twelve o'clock. I found Mr. and BIrs. Shaw had set out this morning 
for Hingham. At twelve we went to Mr. Th a iter's lodgings, and 
found fifty or sixty people heartily at work, in which we very readily 
joined them. At about two, there were eii^hteen or twenty left who 
sat down to a table covered with **big bellied" bottles. For two hours 
or more Bacchus and Momus joined haudij to increase the festivity of 
the company! but the former of these deities then of a sudden took a 
fancy to divert himself, and fell to tripping up their heels. Momus 
laugh'd on, and kept singing till he finally grew hoarse and drowsy ; 
and Morpheus, to close the scene, sprinkled a few poppies over their 
heads, and set them to snoring in concert. This is, I believe, the first 
time that I have dived any depth into the pagan mythology since I 
undertook the direction of these very interesting memoirs. I have 
always had the precept of Horace in my mind^ 

Kec Deus interait, ni^i dignus vindice noduSj* 

and I trust the gentle reader will not think I have in this instance 
violated that rule. But to return to plain insipid narration, by five 
o'clock they were all under the table, except those who had been pecu- 
liarly cautious and two or three stout lopers. I had been very mod- 
erate, yet felt it was necessary to walk and take the air. I rambled 
with Leonard White, over the fields, and through the streets till near 
seven o'clock. Then went home with him, and, afler passing a couple 
of hours in chat, retired quite early to bed. 

23d. Hose at about eight this morning, and felt no inconveniency 
from the scene of yesterday. Townsend, who got so much engaged aa 
to give up all thoughts of returning last night to Newhnry-Port, break* 
fasted with us this morning; and then mounted his horse. It was a 

1 Do Arte Poetica, line 19L 
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little after nine when I started from tbe opposite sliore of the river, 
and it was about twelve when I got to the tavern in WjlmiDgton. Mr, 
Thaiter, and Miss Duncan, and her hroiher James, a Mr, Howe, and 
two or three other ladies dined at Wilmington. The landlord ia 
opposed to the proposed Constitution. I stopjied a1>out a qnarter of 
an hour at Med lord to see my friend Freeman, and delivered him a 
cou[ile of letters. I expected to have seen him at the ordinatioa 
to-morrow ; but his school retains hira at Medford* We got into 
Boston just before annset. We stop[/d an hour there to get dress'd, 
and take a dibb of coffee. It was quite dark before we got out of 
town ; and we arrived at Braintree between eight and nine. We 
found that the young ladies aud all the eompany that was disposed to 
attend the ordination bad gone to Hiiigham this afternoon. I was 
very much fatigued. I ouce before rode this journey in a day; (v: 
p. 25) and was still more f aligned ; but that was in the middle of 
summer, when the weafher was y^^ry warm, which made it more 
tedious to ride on horseback. Kirkland^ and my brother Tom were 
both here, and could not go on to Hiiigham for want of hordes. It 
was almost eleven before we retired, 

24 Lh. At about ten ibis morning I set oflT for Hingham. Mr. 
Thaxter and Miss Duncan w^ent somewhat earlier. I got there between 
eleven and twelve, and went immediately to the meeting house. ^ Ifc 
was very much crowded, and I found great difficulty to get in. I 
finally obtained however a very good plaee. They began by singing 
a good anthem extremely well. The first prayer waa made by Mr. 
[blank']. Mr. Hilliurd' then preach VI a sermon from II. Corinthians, 
I. 24: — Not that we have dominion over your faith, hut are helpers 
of your joy. He delivered his sentiments very freely, though raanj 
of them were in opposition to the prevailing customs. It was the best 
sermon I ever heard him preach, and upon this occasion it was natural 
that he should exert himself, Mr.* f^biankj gave the cliargej Dr. 

1 John Thornton Kirkland, President of Harvard UniverEity, 1810-1828; then 
(1787) a Junior in college. See J. Q. Adams, MemoirSp voL v'lL pp. IM, 135. for 
II reft?rence to the serinona preached by Dr. Kirkland at Qaincy in memory of 
John Ailame (mid of Abigail Adame) ; see also American Academy Memoirfl, 
n. 8. T. ]. (1833), pp. iii-xxxi, for a Discourse in commemoriition of J. Adami 
and T. JeiTerBon, October 30, 1826. 

* The celebrated ** Old Ship " meeting house was already, in 1788, over a hun- 
dred years old. 

* Rev. Henry Ware had studied theology under Rev. Timothy Hilliard, of 
Cambridge. Sermon printed in pamphlet form. Salem, 1788; Ciimbridge, 1828, 

* The charge was given by {lie Hev. John Brown, of Cohasset (H. C 1741), 
(ion of Rev. John Brown, of HaveHiill, bom March D^ 1723; pastor at Cohasset 
September 2, 1747^ till his death. October 22. 1791. See " A Sermon preached 
October 24 1787 at the Ordination of the Be v. Henry Ware ... by Timothy 
Hilliard, A,M. , . *'* (Salem, 1788), p. 2^ for the charge; pp- 27, 28 for the right 
hand of fellow iliip. CobA&set waa the Second P&riih in Bingham until 1770, 
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Hitclicock * made the ordaluiu^ pni} or ; Mr. Shute* gave tb© nght 
liaod of ftjllowshij>, uud Mr. ilaveu'made the las>t prajer; the cere- 
mouies were tlieu concluded by aiiotber autlmm as well perform 'd as 
tlie first. From tbeiice tbe companj retired. I weut to pay my 
coQiplimenU to Mr. Ware, my old cbum;* aud to tell Lim Low Imppy 
I am to seo him so well settled already. I iti tended to diiie ibere, but 
was called away wilb Mr* Gauuett l>y lilr. Caleb Tljaxler,* where we 
went aad dined. There were between thirty and forty persons at table, 
but cbietly young geutlemeu. After dinner we liad two or three songs, 
and I be a wulk'd. We went to CoL^ Rice*s,*^ where we found a similar 
C43mpai)y, smoking aud singing. We rambled about till almost seven 
o'clock ; and I then went hy Mrs* Derby's hal!, where, it was said, 
there was lo be a dance. W^e found here a scene of conl'usion similar 
to that which we had last spring at Sandwich. However, by a inanoeuvre 
which pack'd off about one half of the company, our numbers were so 
much reduced that we were able to maiutaiu a degree of order and 
regularity. 1 was so lucky as to draw Miss S. Smith of Sandwich for 
a partner, aud danced with her a great part of the evening. It was 

Hist, of HtUKhaai, vol. i. pnrt ii. pp. 3i>, 40; Ilurd^ Hiat. of Norfolk County, p. 
2^JS; Jjicob Flint, Two Discours^es, eoiiuiniiig the lUstory of ih^ CLurch and 
Society in Goliasaet, dt-llvered Dvct^mber 16, 1621 » <^tc. 

1 Rev. Gad HitetR-nck (tL C. IIU), piwtor of tlie Second Parish in Pembroke, 
now Uansun, niS-lJi^UJ* Ltnra FebruKry 12, 1718-19» in Spriojjtield ; a clmplaia 
O'L'casio Daily during tlie War of I lie Revotmion ; member of the Slate Constitu- 
tioim! Coiiveiuion of 1780; iucjipiicitaled l>y parnlysis July, 17yiJ; died August, 
1^^ ; he is remembered &a a maa of jovial disposltiou, as well as a Tigoroos 
preacher, 8eo his Election SenuaUi 1774. See also Sprague, AnnaU of tbe 
American Pulpit, vol. viii. pp, 2y-»>L 

5« Rev. Daniel Shute ( H. C. 17431, pastor of the Second Church in Hingham 
1746-IK)2. Burn July 111^ 1722, m Maiden; in 1758 chapliuu of a regiment for 
Cannda; 1780 delegate to the State Constitntional Convention; 17(^8 delegate 
wiili General BenjatutD Lincoln to the CoDTention which ratified the Constitution 
of the United States; a colleague settled in 1799; died Auguni 30. 1802. Se« 
speech in Convention against requiring a religious teat as a qualification for office. 
Elliot, Debates, vol. ii. pp. 118, lli> ; Hist, of lllngham, vol. I part iL pp, 27» 41. 

» Rev. Jhsou Haven ( U. C- 1 754 ) , pasl or at Dedham 17o6-lSn:l Boro March 2, 
1732-3 in Kramingliam; died May 17. 180:5; uieiuher of State Const! tutiooai Coo- 
▼entioQ of 17bO; Sprugruc, Annals of Americ&n Pulpit, voL i. pp. o67-o59, 

* IL Adams, Hiatoricail Essays, p. 86 (" Harvard College. 17S6-1T87 "). 

* Caleb Thaxter^ a bachelor of tlnrt3*-six. cousin of J. Q. AdAma*i tutor ftnd 
kinsman. John Thajtter Bom in llinghftni April 18, 1751 ; he died November 
12. 1828, unroajTied. Hist, of Hinghani, voL i. part L pp. 2t59, 270; toL iiL p. 2331 

« Colonel Natliin Rice {U. C. 1773}, in 1787 alnjut thirty-three years of a|!«, 
son of Rev. Nath&a Rice, of Sturbridj^e; a law student with John Adama ; an aide 
to General Lincoln in the War of the Revolution ; engaged iu trade 17S3-17U6; 
represented Hingtiam in the General Court 1801-lS%)o ; removed to BurliD^too. 
Vt., in 1811 ; died April, 1&34. HLst. of Hini^ham, vol. iiL p. 1^; G. Da via, UisL 
Sketch nf Sturbridge and Sooilibridge, pp. 6:^^ ; Works of Jolm Adanirf, toL ^ 
pp, 40B, 41L 
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between two and three in the morning before we broke up. I then 
went to Cor Tljiixter's,* 8upp*d, and, at about half after three, went to 
bed with Charles. 

25th, The town is not so much crowded this day, as it waa yeeterda j» 
That class of people which is called by some persons the rabble^ (by 
which word is meant people who have oeitber a fortune cor an educa- 
tion at our uni^ersily, aUas a liberal edncation) went off chiel!y last 
night ; and there cow remains nothing but i\\q genteel company, or other- 
wise people who have no husine^s to call them from scenes of diaaipation, 
I walk'd m the morning with JMr, Ware and CoP Rice down to the 
landing place, where I found a number of people em,ploy*d in preparing 
fish. There is some little business of this kind done here* After return- 
ing into town I sannter'd about till dinner time. Foster,* Learned,* 



1 Colonel John Thailer (H. C. 1741 ), farmer and colonel of ft regiment, town 
treasurer for many years ; bom in liingliam Novetubor *22, 1721 ; married, Feb- 
ruary 24, 1743^, Anna Quincy, daughter of Colonel John Quinc^y, great-^nind- 
father of J. Q, Adams; dieil October 6, ^&^'l. John Thaxter, J, Q. Adams's 
tutor, was hi» son. Hist of Htngham, vol. ill. p. 232. 

^ ** Bofisenger Foiter of Boston wa» nmeteeo the 1*"* of lust December. Of him I 
can say bat little ; he la a very good speaker, and has a good natural ^eniue, but 
has not been very assiduous in improving the talents eiitrusled to bim by nature. 
Bii conversation and manners arc often puerile, and very 8eldi>m sliow him to 
great advantage. Ilia chief excellency tiea in declaiminj; an elegant piece cf 
compositionf and in playing on the violin ; in these partieulara there i% not^ per- 
haps, his superior in College. He is remarked by somc^ as bein^ of a narrow dift- 
position ; but tbla stigma ia cast by certain characters upon every person who 
keeps witbin the bounds of common frugality ; and, if tliis were Foeter's only 
fault, I should set him down as an excellent character.'' J. Q. Adnms, March 20. 
17B7, Bom December 9, 1767; n clasumate of J. Q. Adams; entered tbe law 
office of Theophil us Parsons in 1788; lived later in Cambridge; died January 17« 
18 IG, unraarried. His father, Bosaenger Foster, moved to Camhridge and lived 
in the ** Ratchclder house '* opposite St. Jolurs Churclu Andrew Craiijie was his 
maternal uncle. See F. C. Pierce, Foster Genealogy flS90), pp. 930, mi. 

* **Ehenezer Learned of Medford» Middlesex Co., will he twenty-five the BO*^ 
of next Ocl^ Without possessing a superior ircniu9> by mere dint of application he 
has become a ref^pectable scholar; his mind is perhaps more attentive to matters 
of small moment than is neccRsarj- . He has candour enough to confess biniself 
envious, but says be cannot help it He appears to be sensible that bis abilities 
are not of the first rate, yet he acknowledges that bis snul is tortured with am- 
bitioTi, I would not give a fig for life, said he* one day to mc^ if I could but plant 
immortality upon Ehenezer Learned. There is not at present any prospect that 
his name will obtain immortality ; but be intends to be a preacher* when he mar 
comfort himself with the idea that his soul must be immortal. He was, as he sayi 
himself too old when he entered the University. From fourteen to eighteen I 
should suppose the best age for entering. The studies which are pursued here are 
just calculated for the tender minds of youth; but the degree of liberty that is 
enjoyed renders it dangerous to young persons^ before they have acquired a certain 
degree of judgment." J. Q. Adams, diary, May 7, 1787. Learned (H. C. 1787), 
chose the medical profession ; studied under r>r. Ilolyoko, of Salemi, and settled 
in Hopkinton^ N. H., about 1790, being the first educated physician in the town. 
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and Vose wltli hia sisters ^ went away before dlutier. Dined at Col* 
Rice's. The com pan J was not large; tlie character that I remarked 
the most was a Captain Clap, who is all aoldier. He appears to deligiit 
in whatever is military; Col^ Rice's son, a larl of jsevt-n years old, 
committed some litde impropriety ; ** yoti ro^ue/* eays Clap, ** Dodiing 
but your a^e caa excuse and pixitect you," Who but a genuine son of 
Murs would have thought of correcting, iti that mauner, a boy of seven 
years? It was proposed that we should bave another dance this night, 
and Blake and l\rkins, a couple of young fellows, both strangera iu 
town, undertook to be managers. We drank tea, a number of us, at 
Mr, Caleb Thaxter's, and, at about seveu, went again to Mrs, Derby *a 
ball, where a partition between two chambers had been taken down, 
which made it much more coaveident tlian it was the night before. 
There were about thirty gentlemen and forty ladies; about twenty 
coiiple could stand up at once, and the rest amused themselves either 
with convei-ftation, or with playing at cards. Between two and three 
we broke up, and I retired with our young ladies. We sat about half 
an hour at CoFl Tbaxter s, and I then went to bed. But a nnral>er of 
the ladf^, after conductiog their ladies home, retained the music, and 
went a sert'uading all over the town till day-light. 

26tb. We went and escorted a number of ladies to the packet;* and 
by eleven o'clock almost all the company was gone, and the town look'd 
as solitary as a deserted village. 1 took a walk with Mr. Q. Tbaiter* 
and Mr. Andrews down to Gen^ Lincoln's Mills/ It was half past 
twelve before I got back to Sir. Thaxter's. Of all the company that 
had been tliere Charles and I oidy remained at dinner. At about two 
we mounted, and arrived at Mr, C ranch's iu Brain tree at about half 

He was the first President of the Merrimack County Agrricultural Society, 
foamier of the IJopkinlon Acailemy In 1827, Vice-President of tlie Slate Medical 
Society, first Delegate of the New Hftmpshire Medical Society to iJarUiiuutU; 
died (k'tober 6. 1B3L 

^ Solomon Vose (H. C. 17S7)» dnssmate of J. Q, Adaras, but not accounted 
one of his friends ; ion of General Joseph Vose; bom in Milton Febnmry 22, 1768; 
went to Charleston, S. C, as a trader ; studied lavT under I.evi Lincoln, setiior, at 
Worcester; practised law at Northfield, Mats.; was llie first postmaster there, 
nnd a Hepre«entittivi3 to the Geopnil Court; removed to Auj^tista, Me., in 1805; 
died of apoplexy in 1809. In 1787 he had five sisters lietwwn the ages of 
eipliteen and twenty-five — all apparently as 3fet unmarriecl — Sarah, Margaret^ 
Dolly and Nancy (twins), and Naomi. Milton Recorda, Births, MarriHgcs, and 
Deaths, KJ62-1S43, pp. 72, ete. ; A. K. Tecle, Uist. of Milton, p. 611 ; J, W. North, 
Hifit. of Augusta, Me., pp. 3M, 387. 048. 

^ The co[niDUniea.tioD between IJinghatn aod Boston wua then by wAter, acroii 
Boston bay, 

* Qulncy Thaxter, brother of John Thaxter (fbrraef tutor of J. Q, Adams); 
bom March 28. 1702 ; married August 27, 1786, Elizabeth CuAhiug ; died Octo- 
ber 9, 1837 ; a f»rmer. Hist, of Hinghain, vol. iii. p. 2;)>!>. 

^ A flour and ^ain tnill on Weir River, belonging to Geticral Benjamin 
Lmcoln. 
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after three. The young ladies had got Iiome hefore dinner, and were 
much fatigued, I was not bo much so as I expected to be, from keep- 
ing so constantly on the go aioce the beginning of tlie week. In the 
begiDiiing of the evening Judge Sergeant came in ; he came from 
Taunton where the Supreme Court have been sitting this week, and 
completed their business last evening, 

27th. Judge Sargeant, went away this forenoon proceeding on his 
way to Cambridge, Tom went to Lincoln, In the afternooo, I went 
with Charles and Kirkland to see my uncle Qnlncy,^ Mr. Wibird was 
here in the evening- 

28th. I attended upon IMr, Wibird in the forenoon ; and pass'd the 
aflernooti down at my father's library,* W. Cranch came from Boston 
last evening, and returned there to-night after meeting, I was very 
much entertained m reading some journals of my fathered, from 17G9 to 
177 6.« 

29th. At about 10 o* clock BIr. Thaxter came in from Ilingham on 
his way to Boston, He staj'd but a few minutes, and I set off with him. 
We got into town before one* I dined with Miss B, Smith,* who still 
lives in the house that was her father's. Mrs. Cranch was there, and 
went for Braintree eoon after dinner. I went and spent t!ie evening 
with Dr. Kilham at hia lodgings. He has made himself rather unpopu- 
lar, by opposing the submission of the Federal Constitution to a State 
Convention ; and I think he is perfectly right in preferring his inde- 
pendency to his popularity. 

30th. Satintered about town the chief part of the day. Attended in 
the gallery of the House of Representatives, but there was no matter of 
any great importance before them. Dined at Deacon Storer's* with 
Mr. Thaxterj who Is very busy in making preparations for bis marriage. 

1 Norton Quincy (H. C, 1730), ionof Colonel John Quincy ; uncle of Mrs. Abi- 
gail Adatiis; waa m close harmony with John Adams at the outbreak of the 
Revolutionary troubles, preshJetl over the Braintree Stamp Act meeting which 
adopted John Adama's rcaolutmns ; flerved with liim ae selectman In ITtiG; headed 
the commit tee of correspondence appointed by the town in 1774, etc. ; died ISOl. 
He lived on Mount Wollaston. C. F. Adams, Three Episodes of Masaachusetts 
Hiitory, pp, 839, 846, 850, MB. 

^ In the house still standing, at Penn'i Hill, Quincy. 

' Subsequently published. See life and Works of John Adami, toI. li. pp. 
2ie-483. 

* Elizabeth (Betsey) Smith, danghter of Deacon Isaac Smlthi who died Octo- 
ber 16, 1767 ; horn January 80, 1770. 

*' EbenezerStorcr,Dierch«nton Sudbury Street ; treasurer of Harvard Col lejfe 
1777-1807 r for a time a deacon of tlie Brattle Square Church, and tlie title 
clung to him. Baptized February 1, 1730, he died January 6, 1807, a|jctl 
terenty -seven. Apparently he was the uncle of Williain Smith, who married 
Hannah Carter* of Newbury port. Records of the Church in Brattle Square 
(1002), pp. 30, 117, 152, 270, etc.; Fleet's Almanack for 1737; Boston Directory 
for 1789. 
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I drank tea at IMr. Dawes*s, aad pass*d the evening at Mr. Foster's 
with Dr. Tufts. Loi^g'd at BIr. W. Smith's, 

31 St. Saw Charles in Boa ton » on his way to Cambridge, as the vaca- 
tion doses this day. At about noon I set out for Cambridge myself. 
The Supreme Court aits there this week. I dined and lodg'd at Judge 
Daua's. I attended the Court in the afternoon, but no case came on 
of any consequence. Saw Stedman there. He has not yet opened an 
office, but proposes to do so very soon. The House of Representativea 
this day rejected a report of a Committee for erecting a bridge over 
Beverly ferry.* In the evening I called at Mr. Wiggleaworth*8 and 
passed an hour ; Peggy is as Bociable and agreeahle as ever. 
Here endetb the second Volume. 
1787. 

Thursday, November let 1787. 

1 attended in the morning and in the afternoon at the setting of the 
Supreme Court, Judge Dana took his seat for the first time since hia 
illnessj from which he has not yet, and I fear never will entirely re- 
cover. I dined at his house, and paas'd the evening with my old 
classmate Sam^ Williams.* The cases before the Court were not very 
interesting, except one which was so intricate that I could not eniirely 
comprehend it. Sullivan and Lowell spent their lungs for thi'ce or 
four hours npon the cause, and it was eight tn the evening before it 
was given to the jury, Sullivan asserted that iu the Courts in this 
country it was customary to take parol evidence, in preference to 
matter of record. This bare-faced falshood was noticed by all the 
CoiirL Sumner* shook kis head, *^ You are totally mistAken/Mr. 
Sullivan/' said Cushing,* ** They have done so," said Sullivan- 
"Then/* said Sewali,* " 1 hope tbey will never do so again." This is 

i In 17S8 tho Easex Bridge waa built over Beverly ferry, connecting SAlem 
with Beverly ; the flrat stroke struck May 1 ; formany opened for trjifflc Sep- 
tember *24. ThiSt with the Charles River and MaMen bridgeSi was tlie pride of 
MfiSBachusettft ; "' f«>r raagpriitude/* the " Centinel " asserted, ** not equalled by any- 
thing of the kind in Atnerica." Masflachusetts Cendnel, September 10 and 24* 
1788. 

2 Samuel Williftmi, ton of Rev. Samuel WilUama, Hollii Profesgor of Mathe- 
matics at Harvard 1780-1788; born October 6, 1770; died March 1, 1808. 

* Increase Sumner (H. C. 1767), Justice of the Supreme Court 1783^1707; 
Governor of Maasachusetts 1797-1799 ; law student mider Samuel Adams, 

* William Cuahing, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court; appointed a Justice 
before the War of Independence, aneceeding his father and big grandfather; 1789 
resigned to accept appointment to Supreme Court of the United States. Jobn 
Adams was nominated to the position of Chief Jufttice, but never qimlifled. See 
letter from John Adams to William Gushing, June 9, 177G. John Adams, 
Works, vol. ix. pp. 890-392; J. Q. Adams, Memoirt, vol. viL p. 1.^6. 

* David Bewail (H. C. 1755), of York^ Maine; classmate of Jobn Adams; 
Justice of t lie Supreme Court of Massachusetts 1777-17B9 ; United States Judge 
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not an uncommon practice of Sullivan's ; and when the whole Court 
are thaa loudly agamst him he does not appear in the least abashed, 
but appears to display a countenance which never knew a b]ush» I 
lod*5^d at Packard's charaben 

2d. I breakfasted thia morning with Stedman, A number of the 
lawyers were there ; rather nettled at a bill now before the Senate, 
for the better regulating the fees, &c., of attorneys and practitioners. 
The Committee by whom it waa drawn up and presented, was com- 
posed of those persona who for these two years past have been the 
most violent of the community, in their antipathy to lawyers — blessed 
times ] * I was so much engag'd thia forenoon in other matters that 

of the District of Maine 1789-1«18. See John Adams, Works, toL ti. pp. 241- 
2U, roL ix. pp* 627-029, toL t, p. 399; Froceedinga Maes. Hist. Soc, vol, i. 
pp, ZB9, S90, 

^ ThU entry has an hiHtorical fiigniflcance. In 1788 the legal calling waa, not 
without cause, looked upon in Massachusettt with much popular diafavor. The 
country was very poor» ttie people in debt, and the curronL'y disordered. Paper 
money was wholly discredited, and there waa Jittle nilver in eireulation, ** The 
BufTeringa of the debtors in MnHeachusetts, eBpeeially in iis ceniral and western 
counties Iwere] embittered by the devices of attorneys to inerpase their own 
eraolunieiils, and aggrieved by the barbaroua lawa of that day wltich doomed 
the debtor, however innocent, to imprisonment at the caprice of iiia creditor," 
Bancroft, History of the Formation of tbe Conatitntion. vol, I p, 274* See alsa 
paper of Jotm Noble in rrocoedinga of the American Antiquarian Society for 
October, 1902- Tliis condition of affairs had led to tiie uprising in tlie autumn 
of 17B*5. So great was the popular discontent at tlie lime, and so odioua liad 
lawyers become, that at a town meeting hdd at Brain iree^ whore J. Q. Adama 
lived, on the 25th of September, 1780, ita representative to the General Court 
was instrucled aa follows : — 

*' 6thly. We humbly requeafc that there may be anch Laws compiled aa may 
crush or at least put a proper check or restraint on tliat order of Gentlemen 
denominated L.iwycra the completion of whose modern conduct appears to ui 
to tend rather to the destruction tlian the preservation of this Common weal lli." 

" Sthly, Tlaat Real and Personal Estate he a tender for all debts when call'd 
for, provided the Interest be punctually paid.** 

Some six niontha later, and under these clrcamstancea, Mr. Adams, then a 
member of the Senior class at Harvard, was assigned, as a part at the spring 
exhibition, " a conference in Engliab, upon the comparative utility of Law, Physic, 
anti Divinity." He waa to advocate Lhw; his claaimatea Moaea Little and 
Nathaniel Freeman spoke for Phyaica and Divinity. The following entries in 
Mr. Adama*B diary relate to the aubject : — 

*' March 14 ih. Was employ 'd almost all day in thinking upon the subject of 
my conference ; wrote a few lines, with much difficulty. Did not like the sub- 
ject. Wifthcd tbe conference to the devil. 

"VMarch 15th. All day, engaged again in writing my part of the conference; 
I do not know that I ever found so much dilllcuity to write upon any aubject. 
Little and Freeman are not much better pleased. In thenijjht, however, between 
twelve and two o'clock^ 1 began to have aomething like a flow of ideas ; I wrote 
more than I had done in two whole days," 

The opening paragraph of hfa conference indicates the causes of bis " diSI- 
culty," and also the popular feeling toward lawyers: — 

8 
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T could not attend at the Court, I called at Mr. Daua's and at Mr, 
Wiggles worth's,* and took their letters fur Newbiirj-Port Dined at 
M** Forbea'B. Jack,^ and his brother James/ arrived from Boston just 

"At a time when the prafession of tlie Law, labouri under the heary weigbt 
of popular imlignatiori ; when it m upbraided ai the original cause of all the evjk 
with which the Commonwealth is distressed; when the legislature have been 
publicly exhorted by a popular writer to abolish it entirely, and when the mere 
title of lawyer is sufficient to depriFe a man of the public conl3duncej it fihould 
seem this profeesion would afford but a poor subject for panegyric : but its real 
utility is not to be determined by the short-lived frenzy of an inconsiderate mill- 
titude» nor by the artful misrepresentationa of an insidiuus writer. With thia 
consideration I »hall rely upon the candor of the audiencej without being torrid ed 
by the prevailing prejudice of the day." 

November 4, 1786, "An act regulating the admission of attorn eje" forbade the 
employment of more than two lawjere on either side in any suit* Novembi-r 15, 
llSii, an *■ Act for rendering protiesses in law le«s expensive" limited the number 
to one on either side *' in m\y cause before the Court of Common I'ltas*" 

But the people wished further reHtrktiona, and on Thursday, Oe'tober 18, 
1787, it was ordered in the Hoti&e of RepreaentatiFes that "Dr. HoltoD, Mr. 
Wliite & Mr. Dawes, be a committeo to revise the laws for rendering processes 
in law less ejtpensive and report such alterations aa may be necessary to be raad^s 
therein:" (MS. Journal of the House, p. 155.) And five days later the Senate 
took action; " The Hon* Peter Coffin, Esq. bro't down the following order, vLz: 
In Senate, Oct 23» 1787, Ordered that Aaron Wood &. Ben|*n Austin, Junior, 
£»q'r!f, with such as the Hon. Houite may join, be a committee to bring in a bill 
for regulating the practice of the law in this Commonwealth & for establisliing 
fees for attorneys^ practitioners & witnesses." The House concurred at onco 
and appointed Mr. Carnes, Dr. Coney and J^lr. Clarke. (House MS. Journal* 
p. 173, October 23, 1787) 

On Wednesday, October 81, a bill for this purpose was considered m the 
Senate, and the second reading was assigned for Thursday at 10 o'clock, the day 
before that on which J. Q. Adams breakfasted with Stedraan (MS. Journal of the 
Senate, p. 183). There ia no record that it came up on the date aasigned ; but^ on 
Tuesday, November 6, it was negatived in the Senate, and notice to that effecf 
was sent to the House. 

In the issue of the "Massachusetts Centlnel'* for Wednesday, No¥ember2U 
17S7| a similar action by the House is recorded as follows : — 

'*Last evening a bill for regulating the practice of the law, wa« debated and 
finally rejected in the Hou&e of Representatives — although Mr. Carnes, in a 
lengthy speech-^ Did a tale unfa Id — (Whose lightest word would liar row up the 
ioul) of Lawyer's impositions^ chargQi!^ fees, enough to make the bajr to stand on 
end. like quills upon the fretful Porcupine." 

1 Colonel Edward Wiggles worth, of Newbury port, was a cousin of Professor 
Edward Wipgles worth, of Cambridge. They were grandsons of the author of 
" The Day of Dooiil" 

^ John Murray Forbes, classmate of J. Q. Adams. Under date of March 28, 
1787, J. Q. Adams wrote t *' John Forbes of Cambridge was fifteen the 13th of last 
August. He is the youngest person in the class, and his entering the uniiTersity 
at eo early a period has been an essential injury to him. By being left so much 



• James Grant Forbes, an elder brother of John Murray Forbes ; bora Norem- 
ber 22, 1769; comniiisioned Lteutenaot-Colonel of the Forty-Second Infantry, 
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before dinner. It was almost five o* clock, when I got on my liorse, and 
took leave of Forbes and Packard. Just after Uusk, I got into Boston. 

to bia own direction at twelve years of age, he acquired habits of indolence and 
idlenesB which arc not easily slmken o^ He ha^ an uncommon share of wit nnd 
an extraordinary memory ; but lie has not aufficientljf learnt to respect himself. 
As he has alwajs founr! his fellow students ready to laugli at his satirical 
wit» be has acquired a (^reat degree of Impudence, and rather than miss a joke 
fills his conversation frequently with the most low lived sciirrilitj. As he seldom 
loses much of his time iu thinking, be is not sensible that the very persons who 
applaud his satire despise tho speakerj or that tlie reason why no notice h taken 
of his Insults [is] because he is supposed to have no meaning in what he says. His 
mind like the sand will receive any impress ion, and the impression will last about 
as long. All these foibles however may be attributed to bis youth, and it is to 
be hoped a few years of experience will correct them ; he is always good-natured^ 
and has a great deal of sensibility, with an excellent genius which wants nothing 
but cuUi ration to make it Nourish among the first. I have been bitimate with 
him since I entered College and have always endeavoured to retain the same 
sentiments concerning him, though his friendship for me appears to ebb and flow 
as frequently as tho tide. If he should throw off those childish follies which now 
disgrace his character, and apply with diligence to study, he would be an honour 
to hii friends and an ornatncnt to society." Born in St. Augustine, Fla., 
August 13, 1771, Ilia father being the rector there ; brou^^hi by his mother, IJ tiro thy 
Murray, of Milton, to Maflsachuaettt in 1773 j prepared for college by Dr. Samtiel 
Kendal, of Weston; was engaged in the practice of law in Boston, 1794; after 
1790 lived mostly abroad. In 1601 appointed consul-general for the north of 
Europe, residing at Hamburg and Copenhagen; November 18, 1B19, recom- 
mended by J* Q. Adams to Monroe as special agent to the government of Chili, to 
demand restitution of property taken from American citizens by Lord Cochrane 
within its jurisdiction ; appointed agent for commerce and seamen to Buenos 
Ayres, or Chili, as the existing a^cnt, B. Prevoist, might choose (instructions 
dated July 6, 1^20} ; appointed Secretary of Legation at Buenos Ayres in 1823 
to Cicsar Rodney, Charge d'Affaires, who died June, 1S24 ; nominated by J. Q. 
Adams, JIarch 6, 1825, Charg^ d^Affaires at Buenos Ayres ; died at his pust 
June 14, 1831, A strain of boyiehness still lingered, apparently ti> the end; 
being troubled with gout, be is said to have chosen for his crest ^''a gouty foot 
couchant, crossed by two crutches rampant/' with the motto, ** Toujours souf- 
frant, jamais triste.** He never married. 8ce J. Q. Adams^ Memoirs, vol. If, 
pp. 443, 44&; vol v. pp. 129, 157, 1G3, 104; vol. vl p. 520 ; American State rapera, 
Foreign Relations, vol iv. pp. 82(MJ23 ; toI. tI. p. 281, etc. ; A. K. Teele, Hist, of 
Milton, pp. 607, 568. ______ 

August 1, 1813 ; served under General Jackson ; was at one time commander at 
Staten Island. When McGregor was ruling at Amelia Island, Forhes was there, 
and was invited to heoome a member of the sham legislature at Fernandino. but 
dtfclined. Later, in April, 18iy, he gave J. Q. Adams '*many particulars of the 
proceedings of the sham patriots under McGregor and Aury. and of the characters 
of the men, confirming everything that has been said of their profligacy." In 1S20 
be again gave valuable information as to tlie pretended port of St. Joseph, 
and the case of the Apollon. In March, 1821, J. Q, Adams recommended him to 
the President *' aa Commissioner to carry the order from the King of Spain to 
tile Governor and Captain-General of Cuba for the delivery of tlie Floridaa and 
of the archives belonging to them. The President assented to this appointment, 
I sent for Forbes, who came to the office and agreed to go.'^ How wearisome 
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Went to Mr, Dawes's^ and fotind Wm* Cranch with whom I went and 
passM the evening at Dr. Tufts's Jotlgiiigji, LoiTgVi at Mr, W, Smith's. 

Sd. Between eight and nine tkis morning, I crossM Charles town and 
Mulden hridgea. I rode as far as Diinvers before I stopp'd. There I 
found Mr, W. Parsons ' and his wife, Mr, T. Parsons, and Jilr* J, 
Tracey, They started from thence before me, but I came up with them 
attain in Ipswich, where wo dioed at Homan'B tavern. Parsons was 
quite witty, but strained rather too much for it, as he frequently does, 
** John,*' said he to Tracej* ** who made you adjutant general ? '* '* Mr, 
Bowdoin/' " Strange ! how the wisest men will err sometimes ! '* 
This kind of wit may, I thinks be compared to a sky rocket, which 
spends all ita force in hissing, and then disappoints us with sach a 
weak explosion that it can scarcely be heard. But wit to be pleasing 
must, I think, be itnexpectt^d, like the lightening which flashes in oar 
eyes. From Ipswich I rode in company with them to Kewhnry, and 
at about sunset I returned my horse to his owner, 1 met Thompson 
in the street, and went with hira to Putaam^s iodgiuj^s. He stay'd only 
a few minutes, but 1 tarneil there till almost nine o^clock, when I came 
home and retired to bed. 

4th. I was 80 much fatigued in consequence of my yesterday's ride 
that I did not attend meeting. I wrote some lines at home, and finished 
reading the first volume of Duf du's Theory of the Earth,^ J am exceed- 

hia mlsiion wai may be iecn in his deapatchea. See American State Papers, 
Foreign Relations, vol. iv* pp. 741-748; Memoirs, voL iv. pp. 74-76; vol, v. 
pp. VJd, 322, 41», 420» 422; A, K. Teele, Hist, of Milton, p. 567. 

* Wilham Pardon*, brotlier of Theophilus Prtr^otrs, born in Byfleld Augtitt 6, 
1755 J a sailor and shipmaster for Ave yeara ; moved to Bosiun to engage in 
commerce in 1780, with tin office (In 178S*) on ParBons'a wharf and a Iiouse on 
SouiJi Str<?et ; " an invalid from ctiildhood/' yet outlived ail hia connection, and 
died March, 1837, the *' oldest merchant and ahipownor in the city/* Memoir 
of Tlieophilua Parsons, by ItU sou, Theophilua Parsons, pp. IS, 3:11, 3^3:i ; A. 
Young, Memorial Discourse of March 20, 1837; Bo?<tun Directory for 1789. 

^ Between 1781 and 17B5 there was puhllshed at Edinburgh an English trans- 
lation in nine volumes of the works of the French scientist, George Lonis Leclerc 
de Duffon (1707-1788^ the precursor of Cnvier. *'The Theory of the Earth" 
and '* The Natural History of Man " formed parts of this larger work* The oripi- 
nal publication in French was noteworthy for iis literary merit. Curier, J. Q, 
Adams's junior by two years, owed his interest in natural history to Buffon, so 
Mrs. B. Lce» the fiupil and intimate friend of Cuvier, wrote. As a boy he " was 
never without a volume of this author in his pocket, which was read again and 
again. . . . The admiration which he felt at this youthful period for his great 
pri'iltfcessor never ceased, anrl in public as well as private circles, be never failed 
to express it The charms of Rnffon's style, a beauty to which M. Cuvier was very 
sensible, had always afforded hira the highest pleasure, and he felt a sort of grati- 
tude to him, not oidy for the great zeal he had evinced in the cause of natural 
history, not only fur the enjoyment afforded to hh youtiiful leisure, but for the 
many proselytes who had been attracted by the magic of hia language." Memoin 
of Baron Cuvier, pp. 11, 12. 
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iDgly pleased with the stylo ami manner of thb writer. It h concise, 
nervous, and eleganL The theory 1 cauuot propurly judge of till 1 get 
througb the other volume. 

5lh, I attended at the office* Amory was there ; return VI yester- 
day from 8ttlem* Townseud went to liostou last week, and has not 
yet returu'd. In the afteniot>n> we attended the funeral of Mrs. Daven- 
port, a siHier of Mr. Farsous; she died of a consumption a few day« 
since. Little and Thomson pasa'd an hour with me in tlie eveniugp 
after which I went with the latter to Mr. Alkins'a. Thomaou was much 
a^ected on hearirig of the death of one of his school*boys^ who died o£ 
the scarlet fever, after a very short Illness. I cannot write yet in the 
evenings for want of fire, 

Gtb. Mr, Parsons went this morning to Salem^ where the Supremo 
Court sits this week. I passed this evening with Thomson at the olHce, 
and had a great deal of conversation with him upon divers atibjecis. I 
fetil mj attachment for this young geoileman daily increasing. The 
more I become acquainted with him, the more toy expectation of enjoy- 
ing great benefit and satis lactioti from a a intimacy with him increasea. 
Indeed I huve hitherto had reason to think myself fortunate in my 
fellow students, who are all very agrtffahle, although their dispositions 
are essentially dilTerent. I pass'd an hour tide forenoon very sociahly 
with Miss Jones. 

7th. Quite industrioaa this day in copying forms. Alone in the 
office a great part of the day. Amory, even when he is in town, h 
not very attentive at the otllce* I pasa'd the evening with Putnam. 

8lh. Finisihed my book of forms, and wrote an index to them. So 
that henceforth, I shall be able to attend more steadily to Blacks Lone. 
Towns end returned this morning from Boston. 

9th. Amory went to Salein this afternoon. They have a ball there 
this evening, taid to be given to tlie Court. Amory went to attend it* 
I paasM the evening at Mr. Bradbury *s, where we play'd a number ot 
tunes in concert, besides a cheating gatoe of cards. 1 got through the 
theory of the earth. I am more and more pleased with the author. 
One part of his theory is merely hypothetical^ and might perhaps be 
called extravagant He supposes the earth and the other pliinets 
were original ly a part of the sun, and that they were sever'd from it 
by the shovk of a comet, yet even in this part his reasoning is very 
ingenious ; the other part of his theory is founded upon facts ; he kya 
very justly ranch more stress upon this, and his arguments are very 
strong and convincing. He supposes that the continents and i^lairds 
which are now inhabited were covered by the waters of the ocean, and 
that they will be so again ; that at some future period the Alps, the 
Pyrenees, aud the Audees will be at the bottom of the sea, and that 
the earth now beneath the Atlantic and Pacific oceans will be the 
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abodes of men, fldomed with splendiil citiea, and crowiaeri with vener- 
able forests. The phetiornena from which he deduces his fitrongest 
arguments are the con tin mil motion of the sea from east to west, the 
correspondent angles of mountiiius» the horizontal and parallel position 
of the different Btrata of eartlu and the intiumerabte quantilies of sea 
sheila and other marmo productions found in all parts of the earth at 
& considerable depth uuder*ground* If the author is sometijiieB mis- 
taken, he is certainly everywhere philosophical. 

10th. Attemied at the oflice as uhmvlU and re^id Blacks tone. Passed 
the evening with Puluam at his lodgings. Began to read Buffon^s 
Natural History of Man. 

1 1 th. Attended meeting, with Town send, the whole day at Dr. Tuck- 
er's ; much pleased ivith this gentleman as a preacher* Littlo came 
home with me* In the evening Williams came in, — from Salem yes- 
terday. We went with him to Putnam's and finished the evening. 

12th. I had some writing which 1 wished to do this day, and I 
therefore did do! attend at the otHce. Wijliams and Little dined, and 
past the afternoon with me, Towusend came in just before dark ; I 
went with liim and spent an hour or two at Mr. Atkins's. This family 
is very agreeable. Mrs, Atkins is a sociable^ cheerful, sensible old lady ; 
Miss A. is handsome, and a favorite of Towusend 'a. I went home 
with Townsend and supped there. The evening was excessively dark. 

13th. Williams set out this morning for Cambridge, I at length 
got me some wood, and had a fire in my chamber, which will enable 
me henceforth to study more in the evenings. Thompson was with me 
an hour or two this night. 

14th. I find I am getting fast into the same unmeaning dull same- 
ness, which has frequently abbreviated the space of a day in these 
pages. Study does not consist merely in acquiring the ideas of others, 
but it is necessary by reflection to endeavour to form some for our- 
Belvea. But I am fearful that 1 have not yet acquired sufficient knowl- 
edge to derive much advantage from my own Bpeculatiuns. Ars longa, 
vita brevis, is a maxim the truth of which I am expertencinir daily 
more and more* There is not one art or science in which I have any 
degree of proficiency, and I have now undertaken the study of a pro- 
fession which alone ought to employ all the time I can devote to study 
for twenty years to come. My eyes and my health begin to fail, and I 
do not feel that ardor for application which 1 should have to be a 
man of science* In short the more I do^ the more I find to do ; and it 
is almost discouraging, to see one's labour increase, as we proceed in iL 

15th, Amory and Thompson went upon a dancing party yester<lay^ 
they invited me to join them, hut I did not feel disjiosed. This after- 
noon I went with Townsend, and attended Mr. Spring's ^ lecture* I was 

^ ReT, Simuel Spring (Prince ton » 1T71)» in 1787 a man of about forty, pastor 
of the North (Congregitioniil) Church of Newburyport over forty years (1777- 
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mneh better pleased than I expected to be with this gentleman'a 
preaching. His sentiments are extremely contracted and illiberal, and 
he maintains them with the zeal and enthusiasm of a Ingot^ but his 
delivery is very agreeable, and I lielieve bis devotion sincere. Althongh 
I shall never l>e a convert to his principles^ I will not condemn them as 
impious and heretical. Little, Putnam, and I spent the evening with 
Thomson, at his fiither*s. A letter from W. S. was canvassed ; it waa 
BtiiT, inelegant and trivial. I gave this as my opinion^ and although 
they charged me with being prejudiced against the writer, yet I found 
their sentiments on this point agreed perfectly with mine. 

16th» I fi Dished the second volume of Blacks tone, and began upon 
the thirds which treats of private wrongs* And this evening 1 got 
through Buffon's Natural llislory of Man^ which is still more enter* 
taining than The Theory of the Earth. 

17th. 1 set out for Haverhill between three and foar this afteniooii, 
and arrived at Mr. Whitens a little after live* Leonard was at my lodg- 
ings last Tuesday, and made me promise I would stay with him the next 
time 1 should go to that town. 1 was inform'd of Mr. Thaxter^s mar- 
riage. Last Tuesday was the day when he departed the life of a bachelor 
and was ushered into a new kind of existence. His friends had ex- 
pected it would not be till ueit Tuesday, but he fairly gave them the 
slip. I went up to Mr, Shaw's this evening, and spent an hour. 
Lodged at Mr. White's. 

18th. In tbe forenoon I attended at Mr. Smith's meeting : he preaches 
without notes, and, like all the preachers who make a practice of this 
that I ever heard, often repeats the same sentiments. In the after- 
noon I went to hear lilr. Shaw, After meeting I went up there, and 
pass'd part of the evening. Mr. Reding ton and Captain Marsh and 
Dtacon Eames were there. 

19lh. I lodg'd at Mr. White's again last night; went this morning up 
to Mr. Shaw'S and past an hour; and l>ctween ten and eleven set off 
for Newbury-Port, Got home at about one. Called at the oflice j found 
Amory was gone to Salem for a week. BIr. Parsons says, he will spoil 
himself in spite of anything that can be done. Townseod dined with me. 
We were not much in the office in the afternoon. Little spent the 
evening with me. Rather unwell. 

1819) ; ion of an " opulent fflrnier ** of Northbridge ; studied theology under Dtb. 
Witiierepoon, Hopkins, Bellamy, and West ; served a^ a thaplain in. General 
Arnold's disastrous eipedidon to Canada in 1776; installed at Newbnrvport, Au- 
gust, 1777; died March, 1819; published a Dialogue on Duty and geveriil scr- 
mons ; was instrumental in founding the Americnn Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Mieeions, AndoTer Theological Seminary, and the American Bible So- 
ciety. Gardiner Spring, more than sixty years pastor of the Brick Presbyterian 
Church in New York City, wau his &on^ Dunning, Congregationalista in Amer- 
ica, p. 287; Contributiooi to ^e E^cleaiutical Hktory of Essex Coanly, pp. 
86-92. 
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20th* Proceed dowly in the thiril volume of BlackBtone. Aa this la 
the most Imporlaixt author of all those that wiJl occur, 1 make large ex- 
tracta from him, which takes me up so much time that I canuot read ahore 
twenty or thirty pages in a day- Towusend paaaM the eveuiog at my 
lodgings, — dull weather. This afternoon there was a town-mtfeting 
for the purpose of choosing memlmra to represent this town m the State 
Convention which is to meet in January, and canvass tlie proposed 
Federal Constitution, The persona chosea were Mr. King,^ Judge 
Greenleaf, ]Mr. Parsons, and Gen^ Titcomb. They are aJl in favour of 
the ConBtitulion^ and the town appears to be very uiiauimona for iL 

21st. I this morning requested of Mr. Parsons his opinion, whether 
it would be most advantageoys for me to pursue the professional study 
in those hours when I should not attend at the ofBce ; or whether It 
would be best to devote those of my eveaings which I shall pass at my 
own lodgings, to other purposes, and a diversity of studies, lie an- 
swered by observing that I could not attend to any useful branch of 
science in which I should not find my account; he would rather 
advise me to read a number of ethic writers. It was necessary for a 
person going into the profession of the law to have principles strongly 
established ; otherwise^ however amiable and however honest his 
disposition ntiight be, yet the necessity he is under of defending indis- 
criminately the good and the bad, the right, and the wrong, would 
imperceptibly lead him into universal skepticism. He advised also 
Quinctilian and the best writers upon Christianity, tie himself, he 
Bftid, was convinced of the truth of the Christian religion ; he believed 
revelationj and it was his reason that had been convinced, for he 
entered upon the world rather prejudiced against revelation. It 
Blormeil in the afternoon, I pass'd part of the evening at Mr* Par- 
sons's, and I lie rem binder with Town send at bis lodgini^s, 

22d, Weather remarkably mild for the season. I have been rather 
unwell for a week or ten days back, wliich prevents me from applying 
myself with so much assiduity as I should wish to. I passed this 
evening with Thompson and Putnam at Little's, We were very 
Bociable and cheerful. . . » 

23d, The events of the day were qnlte uninteresting. I had how- 
ever an opportunity to observe the effects of the passions^ how despot- 
ically they rule! how they bend and master the greatest and the w^isest 
geniuses! 'T is a pity 1 ^tis great pity! that prudence should desert 
people when they have the most need of it. ^T is pity that such a 
mean, little, dirty passion as envy should he the rice of the most cap^ 

1 Hufiii Ktng (H. C. 1777), fornnerly a law student with Theophiluj Parsons ; 
enteped poiiacal life in 1784 as a Ropreaeniative from Newburyport; had just re- 
turned from the CunBtitutioniil Convention of 1787. For Judge Benjamin Greien<« 
l«>af and General Xitcombi see tupra, pp. 3?p 47. 
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ciDns 90xi!s* Human Nature, liow inexplicable art thou! Oh, may I 
learn before I advance u|M>n the political stage (if I ever do) not to put 
mj trust in thee ! This grave apostrophe, with the lines that precede 
it, may be mysterious to you» sir, but i f so, remember that it is uod© of 
your busifiesa — and so 1 wish you gaod eight. 

24th. I went in the forenoon and exhibited my complaints to Dr, 
Swett, but he told me they were not worth speaking of; and so I will 
e'en let them take their chance. This afternoon Town send and I 
went down to Mr. Tracey's, upon a disagreejdjle piece of htisiness, hut 
which wo got throngh quite coraforlably. Ben Hooper chilled on me 
in the evening. 1 have again began upon Gibboii's lloman History, 
and hope I shall this time go througb. I read the first volume last 
spring ; but at that time my avocations were so numerous that I could 
not proceed in reading the book, I admire the style, and in general 
the fienliment, though I think there is sometimes an affectation of wit 
in the one, and sometimes a glaring tinsel in the other, which are far 
beneath the majestic simp lid ty of nature. 

25th* 1 thought I was too unwell to pass two hours in a cold meeting 
hoitFie this forenoon, and staid at home* In the afternoon I ventured 
out, and weni with Townaend to Dr. Tucker's meeting-house; but find- 
ing there was no service there, we went to church. Farson Bass * is 
not much of an orator, and was rather negligent in treating common 
place topics Jn common place language. Drank tea at Mrs, Hooper^ 
and pass'd the evening at Mr. J. Tracy's. Capf^ Fletcher ^ was there. 
Tracy ' was quite warm upon the subject of the late election. He is a 
militia officer, and possessed very strongly of the esprit de corps. He 
was offended that Gen' Titcomb should come in the last of the four 
members for this town ; and, in the course of conversation, went rather 
beyond the bounds of prudence. 

^Gth. I took an additional cold yesterday, and am Btill more unwell 
than I have been. I pass'd the evening at my lodgings, reading Gibbon 
and translating a piece from the French^ 

1 Rev. Edward Bass (H. C. 1744), rector of St. Paurs (Kplacopal) Church in 
Newbiiryport, 17o2-180:J ; born in Dorchester November 23, 1726 ; one of the 
few Episcopal clergymen who remained^ and hifl pAnahLoncra with him, fluring 
and aftt^ the war, the ehin-ch and the country attainirii; independerjce and eelf- 
tuppnrt in the eame year ; in 1191, when over seventj yeara of age. chosen 
the first bishop of Masiachuscttii and Rliode Isiancb holdixig the two ofllicea of 
bishop nnd rector for six yeiira ; died Septcnnber 10, 1803* Among his parish- 
ioners were many college-bred merchant*, as Jonathan .Jacksnn, Tristram Dalton, 
John Tracy, Stephen Hooper; abo Dudley Atkine, etc. D. D. Addison, Life 
and Times of Edward Ba^ui ; J. J. Cnrrier, " Ould Newbury/' pp. 40-^-4 Ui. 

^ Presumably Jolm Fletcher^ fiea-captain^ Treasurer of the Marine Society of 
Kewbiiryport. Fleet's Almanack for 17&7. 

> John Tracy was Deputy Adjutant-Oeneral of the militia of Easez County, 
of which Jonathan Titcomb was Major-GeneraL 
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27th* Better tban I have been for these ten days past ; all the time 
again at the otBce or at my own lodgings. It is of great advantage to us 
to have Mr, Parsons in the office. He is in himself a law-library, and 
a proficient in every useful branch of science ; bat hid chief excellency 
19, that no student can be more food of proposing qnestioBS than he is 
of solving them. He is never at a loss, and always gives a full and 
ample account, not only of tlie suljject proposed, but of all matters 
which have any intimate connection with it. I am persuaded that 
the advantage of having such an instructor is very great j and I hope 
I shall not misimprove it, as some of his pupils have done. Where 
nature is deficient, application must supply her placo ; and, if Nature 
is liberal, there Is so much more reason for turning her partiality ta 
advantage. For 

Nature never lends 

The smallest scruple of her excellence. 

But like a thrifty goddess she determinea 

Herself the glory of a creditor, 

Both thanks and u8e.^ 

28th, . • . Mr, Parsons, after making much diffical ty, has finally 
consented that we should pass the evenings till eight o'clock at the 
ofi^ce, at Townseud's importunity. It will make at this season a large 
addition to the time which wo employ in the professional studies, 
though I do not know that it will be of any great advantage to me* 

29th. Thanksgiving day: between eight and nine o*c!ock this morn- 
ing I set out for Haverhill and got to Mr. Shaw*s a little before eleven. 
I attended meeting. Mr. Shaw preach 'd a long sermon and a good 
one. Mr. Parker and his wife dined with us. I did not admire them, 
the woman particularly: she has a hard masculine countenance^ and 
black eyes which express as much softness as those of a tyger. But 
she is a very good woman ; only has rather too much temper, or as it 
is called in New-England too much ituffl I went down to Mr. White's 
in the evenings but Leonard was not at home, I was going to Mr, 
Duncan^s, but met all the younger part of the family in the street. I 
found Leonard White at Mr, Shaw*s, and Mr* Flint who came this 
day from Lincoln. 

30th. I passed the forenoon with Leonard, who has been making 
two or three unsuccessful attempts to make phosphorus ; his glass vials 
melt in the process. Dined at Mr. Duncan's. Mrs. Thaxter has got 
two or three wrinkles on her forehead. I went to see the house in 
which they are to live — pass'd the afternoon with him. His honey 
moon is not yet past. I was at Mr. Whitens in the evening. 

^ Measure for Meaeurc, Act i Scene 1. 
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Saturday^ December lit, 1787. 

I dined at Mr, White's ; after dinner I went to Mr. Sbaw*B, stayed 
about an hoarj atitl jtist before atin-set departed for Newbury-Port. 
I got into the town just aa the clock Btruck seven. Pass'd the even- 
ing with Putnam, and came home at about nine. I found Dr. Kil- 
ham at home. He retnrn'd from Boston on Thursday ; and although 
his conduct during the late session of the General Conrtj upon the 
subject of the proposed continental constitution^ has not met with the 
approbation of his coostituenta in general* yet I think he is very much 
to be applauded for that independance of spirit which disdains to sacri* 
fice a sentiment to the breath of popularity.* But men are too apt 
to suspect the motives of those with whom they differ in sentiment, 
and although in this country religious bigotry is almost entirely done 
away, yet the same principle^ in another garb, appears in all our 
political manocuYTes. 



I 



5tb. I passed the evening with Little and Townsend at Miss Caz- 
neau's. We play'd commerce and whist ; but it was dull work. Miss 
Cazneau has nothing in her person to recommend her, but a very good 
shape; hrr complexion is very dark, and not very clear, ^ — no feature 
of her face is peculiarly agreeable and her eyes are rather unfavorable 
to her. A capricious, passionate, imprudent character is stamped upon 
her behaviour. She displays rather too much levity^ and a triiling, 
uninteresiiuff vanity is conspicuous. I call it Ufiin teres ting vanity, 
because there is a certain kind of vanity that I have observed in some 
women which is exceedingly inter^ting, and which is sometimes pro- 
ductive of such pleasing manners that I should be at a loss whether 
to call it a foible or an accomplishment. Miss Tucker, who likewise 
passed the evening there, is fair, rather too large for gentility, with a 
countenance which has not sulTicient animation or expression to be very 
strikingly agreeable. Her manners are pleasing* If 1 could fiud fault 
with any part of them, it would be with the appearance of an affectation 
of softneis. This defect is not uncommon ; but however amiable a real 
Bweelness of disposition may be, this appearance of it in the manners 
Is not calculated to win my heart. However, if I were to judge of the 
tempera of these two ladies from their behaviour this evening, I should 
pronounce the latter inQnitely the most amiable of the two. I came 
home at about nine, in the evening. 

Cth. Spent the evening with Thompson and Little at Putnam's 
lodgings. We conversed upon a diversity of subjects. Law^ physic, 
history, poetry, religion and politics, by turns, engaged our attention* 

1 See '* Maaaachuiett* Centinel," October 27, 1787, for a report ol Dr. Eil- 
ham'f speech in the Lcgistotare in opposition to the Federal Constitution. 
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These mcetitigs renew the recollection of tlioae bappy scenes which 
we have all gone througli in college ; and in this manner I bow pass 
some of mj most agreeahle hours. But afler I came home this even- 
ing, and after reading an hoar or two, I felt a depression of spirita 
to which I have hitherto been entirely a Btranger. I have frequently 
felt dull, low Bpirited, io a manner out of tune; but the feelinga which 
I now experienced were different from what I ever knew before, and 
euch aa I hope I shall never again experience : they kept me awake 
a great part of the night, and when I finally fell asleep they disturbed 
mj rest by the moat extravagant dreams. 

7th. Jtlr. Parsons has recovered in a great measure from his illness, 
so that he was the chief part of this day in the oiMce. I spent the 
eTening in pari with hlm^ — ptay'd back-gammon and draughts. At 
the former of these games he beats me; at the latter I beat him. I 
should suppose him to be a great proficient at those games which 
require reflection and a train of reasoning, which is very much the 
case with draughts ; hut much of this skill depends eiitirely upon 
practice in which he is deficient. • . * 

8 th, . , . Town send came home and sat an hour with me* TVe 
conversed upon several topics, but chiefly upon amhition, that virtue 
or rice, according as it is directed* We did not perfectly agree upon 
the subject, though our sentiments were not very different* In the 
evening I wrote, and among others brought myself down to the present 
hour in this book, which I have not done before for these last two 
months* 

9th. Attended Dr* Tucker's meeting in the forenoon* lie gave as 
an excellent Bermon upon the story of Haman^ from which he drew 
a number of very rational reflections upon the evils of pride, haughti- 
ness and a revengefull diapositton. In the afternoon 1 went and heard 
Mr< Carey. Townsend called upon roe in the evening, and I went 
with him to Mr. Atkins's, where we stay'd about an hour; after which 
we went to see Thompsonj who is quite unwell. We sat half an hour 
below with Mr. Thompson. Parson Spring * was there ; and we con- 
versed upon the topic which is now prevalent — the Federal Constitu- 
tion. I came home early and wrote a long letter to W, C ranch. 

10th. This forenoon Townsend set off for Boston. Mr. Parsona 
intended to have gone likewise, as the Supreme Court sits by adjourn- 
ment there this week* But he was so much troubled with an ague in his 
face and the toothach, that he could not go* I passed the evening 
with Little at Dr. Sweti's, Mrs. Swett^ is a pretty woman^ and agree- 

1 Sec supra, p. 31* 

* Mrs. CtiAflotte Bourne Swett, daughter of Judge William BoumCj of Marble^ 
head ; after Dr. Swell's death married John Tajlor Gilman, of Exeler, FederftHat 
GorerDor of New HAiupshire 1794-1&05, 1813-1816- Thacher, American Medical 
Biograpby, vol ii* p. 109; McCUotock, Hiitory of New Hampslibe, pp. 44d-449* 
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able ; not eodow'd, I believe, with great atrengtb of mind ; not much of 
a reasoner, nor much of a patriot^ and profeasea to know nothing of 
politics, which she ©opposes to lie eutirely out of the sphere of the 
female sex. It would perhaps be as well, if all women thought bo, 
and conducted upon the principle; yet I wish even females to feel 
some intereat in the welfare of their country. The Dr. ia a man of 
learning and ingenuity. He went tlirough a course of professional 
studies in Scotland, and has travelled in different parts of Europe; but 
he has a mean idea of hum:in nature, and 1 should not wonder if all 
physicians had j for they are incessantly conversant with the physical 
defects and infirmities of mankind. They see humanity in a state of 
humiliation, and it is no wonder if they have no idea of its glory. 

11th, Reading Blackatone all day; and I pass'd the evening at the 
office till eight; after which I went and past an hour with Putnam. 
F. Bradbury was with him. We had some conversation upon the 
Btale topic of self love and disinterested benevolence. A subject upon 
which I have very frequently conversed with many different persons, 
and; notwithstanding every thing that I have heard said upon the 
suhject, I still retain the opinion which I adopted when I first reasoned 
upon it. I will not venture to say there is no such thing as disinter- 
ested benevolence, but I must say that after searching as deeply as 
possible into my own mind, I cannot find a trace of it there. Talk'd 
with Dn Kilham upon the Federal Conatitutioo. The elections which 
have hitherto been made in different parts of the State^ appear to be 
generally favorable to it. 

1*2 th. This day I finished reading the fourth and last volume of 
Blackslone*s Commentaries. Tliis is one of the most important books 
in the profession, and 1 have^ comparatively speaking, taken more time 
in reading it than I probably shall for any other hook ; yet I am very 
far from being master of it, and I intend before the end of my three 
years, if I should live and have my healthy to go through this book 
once or twice more. 1 brgan in the afternoon upon Sullivan's Lectures, 
and read a few pages j but not sufficient to get an idea of the merits of 
the book. Thompson has so far recovered, that he was at the office in 
the afternoon. I pasa'd the evening at my own lodgings, reading and 
writing, 

13th. The repetition of the same events, from day to day, is the only 
variety which can supply materials for this record of my transactions. 
Conversations are seldom interesting. New characters seldom arise, 
and I am employed more time in thinking what I shall say for one day, 
than I am in writing the occurrences of a week. Fertility of imagina- 
tion might supply the deficiency of materials, but mj soil produces no 
spontaneous fruits . , . 

14th. I was about an hour with Dn Kilham at his shop immediately 
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after dinner ■ I took up one of the volumes of Junius's Lettersj* and 
carried it with me to the office. I read the whole afternoon, and waa 
iBterrupted only by the shadows of tho eTening. I called upon Little, 
and hroiight him home with me to mj lodgings. We passed a Tery 
sociable evening together. After he was gone, I took up again my vol- 
ume of Junius, and just before I finished it the midnight clock re- 
minded me that the hour of retirement was again come rounds This 
hour and that of rousing from the night's repose are equally disagree- 
able to me. My mind seems in thk respect to partake of the vi» iner- 
tias of matter. I cannot possibly rise early, and I am obliged to run 
forward into the night for those moments of contemplation and study 
which perhaps would be more advantageously taken before the dawn of 
day,* 

15th. A violent north-west wind blew the whole day, but we have 
no snow yet. • . . Spent the evening with Putnam, who haa lately 
taken a great fancy to digging in metaphysical ground, though he is 
not perfectly acquainted wttb tbe nature of the soiL He has drunk just 
enough of the Fierlao spring to intoxicate the brain, aud not sutEcient 
to sober him again. 

16th. I waited upon Parson Gary this forenoon, in expectation of 
much edification ; hut he gave us a more indifierent sermon than 
usual, which, in addition to the weather's being very cold* prevented 
me from going In the afternoon^ instead of which I read three or four 
of Yo rick's sermons.* Townseod, who returned last night from Boston, 
was here all day. In the evening I concluded the first volume of Gib- 
bo n*s history. The two last chapters which treat of the rise and pro- 
gress of Christianity are written neither with the indulgence of a 
friend, nor even with the candor and ingenuous openness which an 
enemy ought ever to show. The seotiment however with which he 
concludes the volume is a melancholy truth ; and it is to the immortal 
honour of the present age that no new religious sect can gain ground, 
because it cannot find a peraecutor- 

17th. I have continued reading in Sullivan's Lectures. The book is 
entertaining, and the author* so far as he goes appears to be master of 
his subject. In general ho is perspicuous and intelligible, but the 
treatise is rather historical than professional : it was a pofithumous 

1 Written between 17C9 and 1772. 

^ Later La hfe, as is well known, J. Q. Adama overc&ma this diBinclination to 
early rial rig, and became at last a victim to it. December 31, 1828, he wrote : 
•' My rising hour has varied from quartor-past four to seven — the average being 
about five. After makiag my flre, I have been conitantly writing till breakfa^t^ 
time, between nine and ten." Memoir*, vol viii. p. 88» See alao ibid., voL TiL* 
pp.97, 105,365^ etc 

« The Sermoni of Mr- Torick ; or, Sermons by Laurence Steme. Publication 
began ta 1760; had pais&d through eeveral editions before 17S7. 
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work, and therefore probably mucli more imperfect than it would have 
been bad the author himself given it to the public The style is ratber 
harsh and inharmotiioua, aud there are many iiiaccuracies even of gram- 
mar, which are probably nothing more than errors of an uucorrected 
press. TowDsend aud I pass'd tbe evening in the office till alxjvit eight, 
after whiL-b I went in aud play'd with Mr. Parsona at back-gammon 
about an houn 

18th, Passed the day at the oOice. Townsend and Thompson were 
there in the evening. 

Tbe question, wbat am I to do in this world recurs to me very fre- 
quently j aud never without cauaiug great anxiety, aud a depression of 
spirits. My prospects appear darker to me every day, and I am obliged 
sometimes to drive the subject from my mind and to assume some more 
agreeable train of thought, I do not wish to look into futurity ; and 
were the leaves of fate to be opened before me, I should shrink from 
the perusal. Fortune, I do not covet. Honours, I begin to think are 
not worth seeking, and as for "the bubble reputation,^* though decked 
with all tbe splendors of tbe rainbow, yet those very splendors are de- 
ceitfnij and it seldom fails to burst from the weight of the drop which 
it contains* 

19th. I spent my time this day in the sanie manner that I did the two 
last. I came home to my lodgings at about eight in tbe evening, and 
not being disposed to study felt quite dulL When Dn Kilbam is not 
at home, I am entirely without company, for my landlady m in fact a 
good woman, but merely a good woman. 

20th, The cold weather appears to be setting in eenously j and in- 
deed it is high time that it should. It snowM some part of the day. 
Just after dusk, I walk'd with Thompson and Putnam to Little's home 
in Newbury, but he was gone to attend the ordination at Byfield.* We 

1 The *>rdlnaiion of KeT. Elijah Parish (Dartmouth, 1785), paator of the church 
at By field for thirCj -eight years; the strong- Federaliat whote election aormon of 
1810, prepared at the invitation of a FederaliBt Leglilatum but delivered to a 
"Jacobin" onci wa» quoted for its bitter, stinging phraseology, by Mathew 
Carey In hh *' OliTe Branch " ( 1814), and by Robert Y, Hayoe, of South CaroUna, 
in the Senate debate with Webster ; ins tru [mental in founding AndoTer Tlieotogi- 
cal Seminary and the American Board of Co mmiflsi oners for Foreign Missions ; 
born at Lebanon, Conn-, in 1702 ; died October 16, 1825 ; a '* Hopkineian/* liko 
Dr. Spring, of Xew bury port. See J. N. Dummer, Brief Illitoryof ByfitdJ Con- 
gregational Church ; Appleton, Sprague, etc. See also in/ra^ p. 76* Dr, Tueker^a 
daughter, in ber journal under date of July 7, 1788, shows in another aspect 
this investing man the **Tacancy " of whose countenance J. Q. Adaraa note<l. 
Riding over to Byfield, she came into the midst of a revival ; or, aa she worded 
It, *' Parson Parish, 1 find. Is much celebrated as a divine, and haa been so buc- 
ceasful as to discompose many of hia liearerB," adding a distrust of the move- 
ment with tJie ''great appearance of annetity and this wild kind of euthuiiasm." 
Thus the itnpreHsion made by Dr. Parish during the first months of his ministry 
seems to have been characteristic of ihe man and of bis career; from the begin- 
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retum'd, and the lads paas*d tho evening quite sociably with me till 
Diue o'clock. Captarii Wyer was here iu tlits evening. He was, he says, 
an enthnsiast for liberty in 1775, but fiiida it all a fkrce ; he is now 
no less an enthnsiiiat; and he may chance to find his present ohjoct, 
which is different enough from Liberty, more tragical than merry.^ I 
fiuifihed this diiy wiib SuUivau'S Lectures ; and am not displeased to 
have gone tli rough it. 

21 St. I read through Wright's short treatise upon the feudal 
tenures. I found nothing in it but what I had before read upou the 
subject in other writers. In the beginning of the next weel\> I sliull 
take up Coke upon Littleton, which seems to be the great magazine for 
law knowledge, but it is one of those unlucky folios which ajjpeur so 
formidable to many students in the profession. I set myself down for 
three months at this book. 

2 2d. I pass'd the day as usual at the office ; but there was scarce a 
half an hour at a time without some visitor who entered into conver* 
satiou with Mr. Paraons, and prevented us from paying auy attention 
to our books. This is too frequently the case and much of our time is 
lost in that manner. Luckily this was to me a leisure d^y^ and I only 
made a few extracts from Blackstone. Little pass'd the evening with 
me. Weather quite moderate, I should wish, in order to give some 
kind of variety to these pages, to bring in the aid of something 
more than a mere insipid narrative of my journeys from the otiice to 
my lodgings, and from my lodgiugs to the'olhce. I have heretofore 
miide free plunder with the characters of persons with whom I had any 
connections, but on many accounts I have found this a dangerous prac- 
tice J for as I cannot keep tliese volumes so secret as I should wish to, 
and as the models may by some means get access to the picture^ I am 
obliged either to forfeit my sincerity, even towards myself, or to run the 
risque of making enemies. My disposition has prompted me to prefer 
the latter evil and I have sometimes experienced the disadvantages of 
committing my real opinions to writing. I have been thin kiug whether 
the method of recording observations, without exemplifying characters, 
would not be equally agreeable to me without being dangerous. If my 
observations are collected from a concurrence of facts » and if they should 
be upon eubjects of any consequence^ I might in that manner phick the 



nin^ a Timorous personality^ a rojorgcd man, makint^ on Alice Tucker almoit as 
uiifiLVurabLe an impression as on J. Q. Adams, }'«>t wielding a great infJueacG over 
the people to whom be ministered, and, later, in his deaomiaation and politiffll 
party. At a Inter date {January 4, 17fD) Misa Tucker wrote: " Af iemoon 
Parson Puriah catl'd and ilrank tea with ua. He is a little, socinble nmn, and 
qaite agreeable in conversation.** Manuscript jmirnal of Alice Tucker (1751- 
18i>y), BOW iu tiie possession of Iho daughters of Mr. J{>lin Tucker Prince. 
1 See su^ra, p. 4tl 
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rose, without pricking my finder with tlio thorD. I believe I shall en- 
deavour, tbatigh not immediately, to pnictise upon this pkn^ 

23d. I went this foreDoon to hear Parson Murray ^ preach. He eipa- 
tialed somewhat largely upon the seventh commandment. I was not 
very much pleased with him, — 1j is voice is clear and strong, and hid 
delivery agreeable ; hut I have heard evaa ejctempore speakers preach 
more to my satisfaction. His arguments against a crime which must 
meet with general abhorrence were not, T think, the most forcible that 
might have been brought^ and be extended it further than I thought 
reasonable, I tlid not attend meeting in the afternoon. We finally 
have got a violent Bnowstorm, which beg^n this tuornmg, and has been 
acquiring force the whole day. 

[On thb day Mr. Adams wrote the following letter to his mother : ---<- 

" DiiAit Madam, — , . . In the beginning of September I came to 
this town, and began the study of law with Mr. Parsons. I could not 
posaibly have an instructor more agreeable then this gentleman. His 
talents are great; his application has been indefatigable; and his pro- 
fessional knowledge is surpassed by no gentleman in the Common- 
wealth. The study itself is far from being so destitute of entertainment 
as I had been led to expect. I have read three or four authors with 
pleasure as well as i m |> rove men t ; and the imaginary terrors of tedious- 
uess and difigust have disappeared upon the first approach. But in 
their stead other fears have arisen which create more anxiety in my 
mind., and which will increase rather than subside. The popular odium 
wliich has been excited against the practitioners in this Coramanwealth 
prevails to sOigreat a degree that the most innocent and irreproachable 
life cannot gnard a lawyer against the hatred of his fellow citizens. 
The very despicable writings of Ilonestns were just calculated to 



1 Rev. John Murray, pastor of the First Preshyterian Church ; bora May 23, 
1742, ill Antrim, I re 1 Am) ; educated at Edinburgh University ; in Mjhv^ 1706, a paa- 
tor at riiihtrlelpiiia ; in July, 1706, at BcM>tlibay, Me. ; had a career as an t^xtemporo 
Bpcukermid evaugtsliet like tlmtt>f Whitefield ; delegate from the Boothbay region 
to the Provincial Cou^eHS of Alassacliusi'tta in 1776, and took an active part in 
iti proceedings ; waa so rigoroua in behalf of the American cause that the British 
Commodore in the Maine watcra tn 1779 placed a reward of five hundred guineas 
on his head; by a stlmnff Bermon rallied a eompany of volunteers in Newbury- 
port; installed there June 4, 1781 ; died March 13, 1793; was esteemed an orator; 
known as ** Damnation " Murray to distinguish him from ** Salvation " Murray^ 
who WAt then preaching in Massachusetts tlie faith of the UnirerBali^ts, Jonathan 
Greenleaf and Captain William Cooinha were elders in his church ; among the 
names of his parishioners are to be found Titcomh, Knight, Tuf ta, etc. Some of 
the neigli boring pastors, especially Dr. Spring, did not rt*c€ive him into cordial 
fellowship. See A. G. Vennilye^ Memoir of Rev. John Murray in JIaine 
Hist. Soc. Call, ToL vi, pp. 155-170; IL C, Hovey, Origin and AnnaU of 
'•The Old South ^' First Preshjterian Church, pp. 37-42, b8, 19i>j J. J. Currier, 
"Quid Newbury/' p. 523; etc, 
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kindle ft flama wluch will subsist long after they are forgotten. Tba 
aathor after being liomteJ by tbis weak iDstrumeDt into tbe Senate 
has already return'd to his Dative inaignificaucj, and under the new 
adopted signatare of Candidas defeoda a good cauKO without ability 
and without success. But the poison has been so extensively com- 
municated thai its infectioQ will not easily be stopped. A tbouMnd 
lies Id addition to those published in the papers have been spread all 
over the country to prejudice the people against the " order/* as it has 
invidiously been called ; and as a free people will not descend to dis- 
guise their sentiments^ the gentlemen of the profession have been 
treated with contemptuous neglect and with insulting abuse. Yet 
notwithstanding all this tbe profession is increasing rapidly Id numbers^ 
and the little business to be done is divided into so many shares thafc 
they are in danger of fltarving one another. When I consider these 
disadvantages, which are in a degree peculiar to the present time, and 
those which at all limes subsist, when I reflect that with good abilities, 
great application and a favourable fortune are requisite to acquire that 
eminence in the profesaion which can ensure a decent subsistence, I con- 
fess I am sometimes almost discouraged, and ready to wish I had 
engaged in some other line of life. But I am determined not to 
despond. With industry and frugality, with patience and peraeveranoe 
it will be very bard if I cannot go through the world with honour. I 
am most resolutely determined not to spend my days in a dull tenor 
of insipidity. I never shall be enough of a stoic to raise myself beyond 
the reach of Fortune. But I hope I shall have so much resolution aa 
6hall enable me to receive prosperity without growing giddy and ex- 
travagant, or adversity without falling into despair. 

I board at Mrs* Leatbers^s — a good old woman ; who even an hun- 
dred years ago would have stood in no danger of being hang'd for 
witchcraft She is however civil and obllgingj and, what is very much 
in her favour, uncommonly silent — so that if I am deprived of the 
charms, I am also free from the impertinence of conversation. There 
18 one boarder beside myself A Dr. Kilham (I hope the name will 
not scare you) » one of the representatives from this town, a very worthy 
man ; and a man of sense and learning. Was it not for him I should be 
at my lodgings as solitary as an hermit. There is a very agreeable 
society in the town; though I seldom go into company, 

I pass'd two or three days at Haverhill about a month ago, and had 
the pleasure of finding Mr. Thaxter. From the severest censurer of 
every trifling attentions between lovers, be became as fond a shepherd 
as ever was celebrated in the annals of Arcadia. He expects some 
peculiar animadversions from you, for his desertion of principles which 
be formerly boasted were so deeply rooted in his mind. But it is the 
old story of Benedick. The absurdity is oot in abaodoning a vain 
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ineffectntil resolotion ; but It is m pretendiDg to adopt a reaolutioa 
which every day may ba rendered futile. 

I have frequeDtlj been preveDted from expatiating in my letters 
upon political topica, by the sterility of the subject; uncommon fertility 
now prodncei the aame eOect. I can only Bay in general terms that 
parties run Yery high, and that we are most probably at the eve of 
a revolution. Whether it will be effected in eilence and withaut a 
atmggle, or whether it will be carried at the point of the swoi^ is yet a 
question. The newspapers will show you how mocb the public ia 
engaj^ed in the discuaaiou of the new continental form of government, 
which I fear will be adopted. . . .] 

24th. Began upon Coke- Littleton, and read aboat a dozen pages. 
Pasa'd about aa hour in the evening with Mr. Parsons, playing back- 
gammon* * « . 

25th> Christmas day. Parson Bass preached a sermon, but I did not 
go to bear him. I dined with Townsend, and passed the aftemooa 
there. At about dusk, I took a long walk with him, and then returned 
to my own lodgingSi The Dr. tbia day took a ride out of town. lu 
the evening I fell to speculating upon political subjects, I regret ex- 
ceedingly that I have so little time at mj own disposal. A thousand 
enbjecta call my attention, and excite my curiosity. Moat of them I am 
obliged to pass from without noticing them at all ; and the few to which 
I can afford any leianre, only lead me to regret that I cannot go deeper* 
Tho tedious study of a profession^ which requires indefatigable indus- 
try and inceasant application, ia alone sudicient employment. But the 
arts and seieocea in general, and In particular the liberal arts, must not 
be neglected* I suspect I shall soon drop thii journal. 

* « • I « « 

27th< Sl John's Day. An entertainment lor tbe Society of Free- 
Masona, In consequenca of Stacey's exertions, we had this evening a 
good dance. There were only thirteen gentlemen and fifteen laiiies. 
The diversion was general, and the company spirited. Upon such occa- 
tiona there is almost always ^mebody who makes peculiar amusement 
for the rest of the company. A Captain Casey was this evening as 
lingular aa any of the gentlemen. Aa a Mason, he had the generosity 
of bis heart at dinner rather than the reflections of prudence, and as 
this, like most virtues, increases by being put in action^ he had not laid 
any illiberal restrainta upon himself in the evening. It increased ex- 
ceedingly his activity, and after all the company had done dancing ba 
retained vigour to walk a minuet and to skip In reels. In all this there 
was nothing but was perfectly innocent ; yet so fond are the sons of 
men to remark their respective foibles, that the Captain was not totally 
exen^pted from the smiles of the company. This was the most particu* 
lar circumBtance that took place. In general I was much pleased. It 
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was between foor and five in the morning before we broke yp. Put- 
nam came and eat an liour with me and Little in garrulous conversa- 
tion. A little after the clock struck five, Putnam went home; and I 
mnch fatigued retired to bed. 

28tb, We rose between ten and eleven in the forenoon. Little 
took a breakfast with me ; after wbich I went to the office, but felt 
entirely incapable of doing anything serious. I pass'd the time there- 
fore till dinner in idle chat. In the afternoon, I passed an hour with Dr. 
Killmm ; and again repaired to the office, with as little success as ever. 
Iq the evenings, all the gentlemen who were last night at the dance 
w ere at Putnam's lodgings. We drank and smoked and sang there till 
nine o'clock} but^ notwithstanding a forced appearance of hilarity wag 
kept up, there was in fact no real mirth. All were fatigued by the last 
night's siege, and unable to bear another, such as the inexhaustible 
spirits of Amory would have relished. At nine therefore we retired^ 
and not long after I got home» I went to bed. 

29th, Not entirely recovered yet from the fatigue of Thnraday night ; 
bnt could in some measure attend to reading* Mr, Paraons's students 
all dined with bim. Master Moody,^ from By field, with a son of Dart- 
mouth by the name of Parish were hkewifle of the company, Mr* 
Parish has to perfection the appearance and manners which have dis- 
tinguished all the voung gentlemen from that seminary with whom I 
have had any acquaintance, — the same uncouthness in his appearancei 
the same awkwardness in bis manners, and, really I am notilliljeral if I 
add; the same vacancy in his countenance. That a man should not at 
the same time make a scholar and a fine gentleman, that the graces 
and the muses should refuse to reside in the same mansion, is what 
I have never thought strange ; that they seldom unite is at once my 
Borrow and my consolation j but the students of Dartmouth, appear 



1 Master Samuel Moody (EI. C. 1740), the genial and eccentric preceptor of 
Dumraer Academj. Born April 18, 1726, at York; a teaclier there for sixteen 
or seTGuteoQ year« ; first preceptor of Diimner Academy 1762^1700; a bachelor; 
died December, 1795, at Exeter, R H« lleUl m the highest and mo^t affectionate 
eiteem by pupili such aa President Witlard and Profeaaor Webber tjf Harvard, 
TheophiIu« ParsoDs aad Euf ua King, with a long and honorable record of service 
over a nourishing Bchool, hlu beat daya were in the? past. The sou of " Handker- 
chief Moody" and grandson of " Faitliful Moody/* the eccentrieiiiea of hia 
character and intellect were becoming so prononoL^ed as to impair liis tiscfijineea 
and compel hia resignaiion. Again Miss TuckerV impression is in accord with 
that of J. Q, Atlams, for a yenr later, December 8, 1788, she calls him the ** vocif- 
erous Master Moody/' and speaks of *' his liigh sounding Tolubilily.'* And on 
May 9, l7tK), writes : ** Master Mo&dy spent the day with us — how lie em- 
barrasBes one by his gross extravagant compliments — certainly he does not 
possess any true politeness, and is a stranger to that delicate lensibility which 
is cautious of offending." Manuscript Journal of AHce Tucker, N. Cleaveland, 
Tht First Century of Dummer Academy, pp. xiii-^vil, 19^-33^ See iw/ru, p. 86. 
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determined to raise do ri^alahip between tbese sets of siaters, and tbere- 
fore dificard them all. Mr. Moody was eitremelj full of bigh 6 own 
oompliraeiitB ; the grossest, the most fulsome flattery was incessantly in 
his mouth. Erery virtue and every accomplishment he lavished away 
upon the company, with so little consideration that he aeemed to forget 
that modesty was in the list. He went off however very soon after 
dinner. By G. Bradbury/ I received a couple of letters from Cam- 
bridge which gave me no agreeable news. Bradhtiry was with me in 
the evening; he relieved me in some measure from ray fears. The 
Colleges, it seems, in the course of the last quarter have been in great 
confusion, and the students are much irritated. 

30th. Attending meeting the whole day at Mr. Carey's. Dined at 
Mr* Hooper's ^ in company with Mr. Symmea, who return 'd in the after- 
noon to Antlover* In the evening I walkVl with Dr. Kilbam to Mn 
Carter*s ; found nobody at borae. We then went and pasa'd the 
evening with Mrs. Emery. The conversation was agreeable, tho' not 
extremely interesting* 

Slat. In the evening I went with Townsend to see Miss Cazneau, 
and to fulBU a promise of playing on the flute for her, which I made 
some weeks ago, and renew M last Tlmrsday. The character of Mies C* 
I propose to delineate at a future period, if I should contiDuo to draw 
any.*^ At eight I left her and pass'd the remainder of the evening at 
Mrs. Hooper's, 

The night which puts a period to the revolving year always presents 
to my mind a crowd of the most serious reflections. Btit none are 
more important than those upon the shortness of human life. A 
twentieth part of the days of man has nearly elapsed since I began ibia 
journal ; yet how nn in teres ting the events ! bow much of that period 
lost I how muck mia-spent! but revert the question : how much em^ 
ployed to make me wiserj better and more useful ? Ah I how shall I 
answer ? 



1 George Bratlbury (H. C. 1780), son of Theophilus Bradbury, born in Port- 
land October 10, 1770; a lawyer in Portland; a member of tlie Massachusetts 
Legislature 1302 (from Newburyport), 1806-1810,1811-1812 {from Fortliirid} ; 
a Representative in Congresa 1813-1817 ; etc. j died November 17* 1823, W. B. 
Lap ham, Bradbury Memorial, pp, 80, 118, lid. 

a See m/ra, p. lO^i. 

" iSee supra, p. 67. February 24, 1789, Alice Tucker wrote : *' Mias Cazneau 
came from town and took tea wHti me ; lively conversation ; ihe i» a young 
lady of homour, and very Tolatile " ; and again, Deeember 9: *' The Hvely 
laaghtng Miss Cazneau came in the atlernoou and took tea v^tth us/' It ii 
evident, from an entry in ihia jourual of March 24, 1783, that this family had 
known days of greater proaperityi but were then reduced " to indigence/' Manu- 
icript joumal ol Alice Tucker. 
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Tuesdajj January lit, 1788. 

FassM tbe day and evening at the ofRce* Bead at my own lodging! 
till one o'clock in the morniDg. I feel every day a greater disposition to 
drop this nonsense. It takes up a great deal of my ticne ; and, as it ia 
inceflsantly calling upon me, I can never have any respite. In the ex- 
treme cold ol winter I have no convenience for writing, and was it not 
for the pleasure of complaining to myself, I believe I should have done 
long ago. I often get in arrears, aiid then I have as much time to rec- 
ollect the circumstances of one day, as at other times I have to write 
for four. These inconveniences however are moat prevalent in the 
severity of the winter season. As I have got so far through this, 
and more particularly m I have now begun the year^ I will make 
an effort to carry it on for one more revolution of the bud ; and, if I 
then feel as averse to writing as at present, I will e'en stop, at least 
while the events in which I am concerned are as trivial as tbey are at 
present. One conside ration upon this subject, at lea^t, afibrds me some 
satisfaction : it is, that when I look back in these volumes, and peruse 
the temporary productions of my pen, I am at least able to say at the 
dose of the day, that day I did something. 

2d. In the beginning of the evening Putnam called at our office, 
and invited me to go with him and pass a couple of hours at Mr. 
Frazier'a ; ^ after debating with myself some time upon the subject, I 
determined finally to go. We found there a number of young gentle- 
men and ladies, Afler we had sat a little while the infallible request 
to sing made its appearance. One could not sing, and another could 
not sing, and a total incapacity to sing was declared all round the 
roonL If upon sucb occasions every one would adhere to his first 
assertion it would be very agreeable, at least to me j for in these mixt 
companies, when the musical powers are finally exerted, the only rec- 
ompense for the intolerable tediousness of urging generally is a few 
Tory insipid songs, sung in a very insipid manner. But the misfortune 
is that some one always relents, and by singing furnishes the only 
materials for a conversation which consists in in treaties for further 
gratifications of the same kind. When we had gone through this 
ceremony and had grown weary of it^ another equally stupid suc- 
ceeded. It was playing pawns : a number of pledges were given all 
round, and kissing was the only condition upon which they wL^re re- 
deemed Ab 1 what kissing I 'tis a profanation of one of the most 
endearing demons trat ions of Love. A kiss unless warmed by sentiment 

1 Presumably Moeet FraKier, a member of the Committee of Safety of Se|>- 
teraber 23»1774; «e!ectman 1778-1781, 1786, town treasurer 1782 j repreaentatiTe 
in the Legielature 1777, 1776, 1781. Hurd^ Hiit. of Eseex County, pp. 1733-1740, 
1741 
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and enlivened by affection may just as well be givee to the air as to 
the moat beautiful or the most accomplished object in the UoiTerse, 
After going through this likewise, as if the Pope had done us any injury^ 
DOthing would do but we must break his neck. It is the fate of the 
poor representative of St. Peter to be abused at this day. But we 
were peculiarly cruel, for we persecuted him without aoy kind of ad- 
Tantage to ourselves* Thus we pass'd the heavy hottra till about ten 
o'clock^ when we all retired, I did intend to mentioa the young ladies 
that were present and give my seutimeuts upon their persons and 
maEaers; but this day has already uaurp'd more than its proportion of 
the volume, and I will take some other opportunity for delineating. 
For the present 1 will quit the pen, 

Sd. Passed the evening at Little's in Newbury. A Mr. Coffin,^ who 
graduated two years ago at Harvard, was there. We spent our time in 
f ociable chat and in sioging ; not such unmeaning^ indignijicant songs 
as those with which we killed our time last evening, but good, jovial, 
expressive songs such as we sang at College, '* when mirth and jollity 
prevailed," One evening of this kiud gives me more real satisfaction 
than fifty paasM in a company of girls. (I beg their pardon.) 

4th. Nothing. It would be a fine theme to expatiate upon. It 
has been well expatiated on. When X look around me and see the 
vices, the follies, the errors of my fellow creatures, when I look into 
myself and enquire into the springa and motives of my actiona, when I 
look forward and aak what am I to do, what am I to expect, an invol- 
untary sigh acknowledges that nothing is the only answer. In the 
physical world, what are sensual gratiUcationSj what is the earth, and 
all it contains^ what ia life itself? — nothing. In the moral world, 
what is honour, what is honesty, what is religion ? — nothing. In the 
political world, what is liberty, what ia patriotism, what is power and 
grandeur? ^ — nothing. The universe is an atom, and its creator is all 
in alL Of him, except that he exists, we know nothing, and conse- 
quently our knowledge is nothing. Perhaps the greatest truth of all 
18, that for this half hour I have been doing nothing. 

5th. I have this week been reading Cecilia,^ a novel of some reputa- 
tion ; it was written by a lady, and does not exhibit that knowledge of 
human nature, which is the greatest excellency, perhaps, of novels. 
Some of the characters, however, are well drawn ; they are generally 
exaggerated, and appear rather too atrongly marked for perfect imitations 
of nature* The cbaracters of Mies Larolles and of Meadows appear to 



* Charlea Coffin (R C. 1785), born in Newbury September 4, 1765; a teacher 
and physldftn In PortsTnoatb, N, H^, and afterwards at Beaufort, S. C. ; died 
September, 1820. J. J. Currier, HiBt. of Newbury, p. 669. 

^ Mii9 Barney*! ** Cecilia/' in five volnuies, bad tbea been published ilx 
yearii In 17B3 abe married General D'Arblay* 
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10th. Between eleven and twelve Mr. Parsons went for Boston. • . • 
I went tills evening to Dr* Swett'a witb the intention to pass the even- 
ing there, but neither the Doctor nor his lady were at home. I called 
upon Putnam, and would have gone with him to Mr. Briulhury's, but 
they were all out. I met Little in the street ; he came home with me, 
and Bat half an hour. The Convention met at Boston yesterday, about 
three hundrt^d members present. They chose Mr. Hancock President, 
and, as his infirmities are such as will probably prevent him frequently 
from attending^ Judge Gushing was chosen Vice-President. But they 
have not yet proceeded to business of any consequence, nor does it ap- 
/ pear which party is moat likely to prevail. From which we may per- 
^ haps infer that iu either case ^e majority will be smaU. 

l^th, Saturday evening I was, as usual, all the evening at my own 
lodgings. I speut my time in reading Gibbon's Roman history^ second 
volume, and now at twelve at nightj upon compulsion, I am t^ say 
something for myself. And I know nothing better than to testify that at 
Mr. Parsons'a olhce I have lost a great part of this week by conversing 
with him and with Townsend, Mr. P. is now gone to Boston, and I 
hope to God I shall not go on in this way squandering week after week, 
till at the end of three years I ehall go out of the office as ignorant as I 
entered it, I caonot, must not, be so negligent All my hopes of going 
through the world in any other than the most contemptible manner de- 
pend npou my own exertions, and if I continue thus trifling away my 
time, I shall become an object of charity or at least of pity. God of 
Heaven ! if those are the oaly terms upon which life can be granted to 
me, oh ! take me from this world before I curse the day of my birth. 
Or rather, give me resolution to pursue my duty with diligence and ap- 
plication, that if my fellow creatures should neglect and despise me^ at 
least I may be conscious of not dtiserving their contempt, 

13th, This morning Townsend called on me, and invited me to go 
and hear Parson Tucker. We met Lit tits in the street, who turn*d 
about, aod walked that way with us. When we got to the meeting 
house we found there was to be no service there in the forenoon, and 
as it was then too late to go any where else we turned back and went 
home* Dined with Dr. Kilham at Dr. Swett*s, and Little dined with 
us. We spent the afternoon and drank tea there. Jlrs. Swett is hand- 
some, and, like most of our ladies, is perfectly acquainted with the 
various forms of propriety in company which have been established 
here. She has too much good breeding to know any thing upon specu^ 
lative subjects, and she has a proper aversion to politics. She has, how- 
ever, I believe, a good understanding, and is infiniitjly superior to many 
of our female beauties who flutter in all the pride of variegated col* 
oars. After I retum'd home, Thompson called and delivered me a 
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letter from W, Cranch* I went with the Dr. lo see Mr. JacksoD,' but 
he was not at home, and w© called m at Mrs, Emerj*fi,* This lady 
and her daughter converse more to mj satisfaction than the generality 
of my female acqnamtance« In their company my time paasea away 
£&st ; and I am not often u.hle to say as much. 

1 4th. * . « This evening I went with Townsend In the first plaoe 
to Mr. Atkins's ; this too is an house where I always visit with plea«- 
ure, as I am always sure to meet with good sense and sociability. 
From thence we went to Mr. J. Tracey's, where we found three ladiea^ 
all drest in the deepest mourning, and Captn. FarriSj* who lately lost bis 
wife. Mrs. Tracey is much such a lady as Mrs. Swett, though there are 
a few distinguishing characteristics. Her husband is a singularity. But 
he is a justice of the peace and deputy adjutant general of the militia ; 
and with equal importance and dignity he wields the scales of justice 
and the sword of Bellona. He frequently tells of his judicial perform- 
ances, and takes pleasure in boasting that to do his duty be must see 
every man in the county once a year* But be is friendly and hoA* 
pitable, and indeed, except when mounted on one of bis two bobby- 
horses« a very good companion. 

loth. After passing the day as usual at the oiBce^ Townsend came^ 
epent the evening, and eupp'd with me. The weather for these three 
or four days past baa been excessive cold j but has moderated greatly 

^ Presitinablj JonAtban Jackson (H. C. 1761), son of Edward Jackson, of Bos- 
ton ^ and Dorotbj Qtiincy, of Brain tree ; bom in BdsIoq June, 1743 ; classmate of 
Stephen Hooper, Colonel Edward Wigglesworth, Rev. Thomas Gary, of New- 
buryportf and Profeasor Samuel WilLtaniB^ of Cambridge ; lotlmate friend of John 
Lowell (H. C- 170O) ; began his business life as a clerk in the ofSco of Captain 
Patrick Tracy ^ of Newburyport ; married, aB a second wife, in 1772, Tracy's daugh> 
ter, Hannah. In 1771 Jackson and Lowell bought land on High Sireet aod 
built companion houses, — Jackson*s being known later as tJie ** Timothy Dexter" 
house. Jackson was a member of the Committee of Safety in 1774 ; a repre- 
sentative to the Provinciat C^mgrees at Watertown ; a delegate to the Continental 
Congress 17B1, 1782; moved to Boston in May, 1785; marched under General 
Lincoln to suppress Shays's Rebellion in 1786 ; soon after that returned to New- 
buryport ; in 1789 was United States marshal for the district of Massachusetts 
and was liTing in one half of what Is now the Public Library Building; removed 
to Boston again in 1796 ; was treasurer of Masaachuaetts five years and of HarTard 
College three years; died March 5» 1810. J, J. Currier, *^Oiilcl Newbury/* 
pp. 564-5<J9, — a portrait of Jackson painted about 1784 is reproduced there. 

^ Mrs. Margaret Gookin Emery, daughter of Rev. Nathaniel Gookin, of North- 
wood, K H., wife of John Emery ; born August 11, 1745; died August 12, 1788; 
mother of Hannah Emery ; see supra, p, 45. 

« Preaumabiy William Farris, born in Belfast, Ireland, in 1753; came to 
America when tweive years of age ; joined the expedition against Quebec ; served 
on the sea first as midshipman atid later as commander of a privateer ; suffered 
imprisonment several times; became after the war a merchant in Newbury- 
port; was a Representative in the Legislature 1827-1833; married Fanny Jen- 
kins ; died in 1837. E. V. Smith, Hist, of Kewburyport, pp. 369, 370 ; Hurd, Hisl. 
of Eaaei County, p. 174L 
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this evening. After supper I amnfled mjaelf aa boor or two wiaSk 
writing ; and I have been reading two or three of Shak«pe&r's lu»- 
torical plays. I believe I should improve mj reading to greazer advazi- 
tage, if 1 cou fined myself to one book at a time; but I oerer can. If 
a book does not interest me exceedingly it is a task to me to go ihran^ 
it ; and I fear for this reason, I shall never get through Gibbcgi ht- 
dolenco, iixlolence, I fear, will be my ruin. 

1 Gih. It snow*d all the forenoon ; but the weather oontiniied modsr- 
ating, and in tlio afternoon a steady rain took place of the cdow : and 
when I came this evening from the office, the ground was eovez^ed all 
the way with one continual glare of ice. It was dangeitms walking* 
and I came as much as half the way without lifting my feet. I speitt 
the evening at home, writing to make good the time whidi I have 
lately lost ; hut I accomplished my purpose only in part. It maj be 
observed that I say of Lite little but of what I do in the evening: and 
the rtason is, that the only varieties of any kind that take place are in 
that part of the day. At about nine in the morning I r^rolarij go to 
the otfice, and when I do not lose my time in chat with Amorj or 
Townsend, I Uiko up my Lord Coke, and blunder along a few pages 
with him. At two I return to dinner ; at three again attend at the office, 
and again consult my old author. There I remain till dark, and as Mr. 
Parsons for special reasons, to him best known, objects to our having a 
fire in the olFice in the evening while he is absent, as soon as day-light 
begins to fail we put up our books, and then employ the remainder of 
the day as best suits our convenience and the feelings of the moment. 
I go but little into company, and yet I am not industrious. I am recluse, 
without being studious; and I iind myself equally deprived of the pleas- 
ures of society, and of the sweet communion with the mighty dead. I 
am no stranger to the midnight lamp ; yet I observe not that I make a 
rapid progress in any laudable pursuit. I begin seriously to doubt of 
the goodness of my understanding, and am not without my fears that 
as I increase in years the dulness of my apprehension likewise in- 
creases, liut we are all mortid. 

ITtli. Putnam called at our olHce this forenoon, and retum'd Sulli- 
van's Lectures, which ho borrowed about a fortnight ago. I pass'd the 
evening till nine with Little and Putnam at Thompson's. We con- 
versed upon the subject of originality. Thompson opposed my sentiments 
upon that head, though I believe he does not differ very widely from 
me. I told him I was fond of novelty in characters, and was even 
pleased with excentricity if it was not affected. I cannot bear your 
people who have no characters at all. And yet I could name many 
young gentlemen, who, being merely blest by nature with a good 
memory, and by art with diligence and application, bustle through the 
world, and even find people who will call them men of genius. . . . 
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18tL Ttiis afterooon I wrote a couple of letters to send by Mr, 
Atkins* who goes to Boston to-morrow. One for N, Freeman, and tbe 
other from [for ?] W"* Crane h ; and as I could not finish before dark 
I ventured to stay in the office till seven o'clock. I then went with 
Townsend to Mr, Atkios'Sj to give him the letters. Miss Dasbwood 
was there, a young lady from Boston. She speaks thick and quick, 
which is at present all I have to say of her, except that by candle-light 
she looks handsome. I came home ; and then went with the Doctor to 
Mrs. Emery's. There we found Mrs. Jackson and Mi as Fletcher** 
Mrs* Jackson looks better than I ever saw her, and was in high spirits. 
She talked almost all the time, and would have talkM well, had she not 
appeared rather too fond, in repeating some gentleman- a speeches, to 
render every word, even those which are most superfluous, words which 
if used before women, even by a man, at least argue ill- breeding, bwt 
which the lips of every woman ought to be ignorant of pronouncing. 
Miss Fletcher sat two hours, and scarcely opened her mouth. The 
poor girl is in love, and when her friend is absent she can utter nothing 
bnt sighs. This evenings it is true, she had no chance to speak, but she 
was not only silent but absent She did not appear to enjoy the 
conversatioDy and aU Mrs, Jackson's wit could scarcely soflen her 
features to a smile. After they were gone, we sat there about 
half an hour in chat with Miss Emery. She is Thompson's favorite^ 
and in this as in many other instances he shows the goodness of his 
taste. 

19th. At home all the evening* Master Moody called to see ma; 
^^ Don't you think, said he, that I am very condescending thus to come aud 
visit you ? ^^ It might be very true, considering the dignity which his years 
have giveu him, but the address was very much that of a schoolmaster, 
whose habits of commanding give him a prescriptive title to importance. 
He sat with me about an hour, and then departed, I have been more 
attentive to studies this week than T was the last. I have made con« 
siderable progress in my folio, aud have got some insight into one or 
two particulars which had hitherto been involved in intricacy and ob- 
scurity, I have spent three evenings this week in my own room, and 
have in some measure retrieved my particular arrearages. The weather 
has been very favorable^ so that I have not been forced to drop my pen 
from the stiffness of my flngere. The winter is already far advanced, 
and is now rapidly passing away, I can afford, if the seventy of tlie 
weather should require it, to fall back once or twice more; and the ex- 
tremity cannot, I think, last so long aa to make me lose the thread of 
mj adventures. It seems aa if we were fated to have no lasting snow 
this winter. It sDOw'd again all this forenoon ; but so ioon aa a snf- 

1 Lucy Fletcher, probably the daughter of Captain Joba Fletcher j married 
"her friead," William Amorj, Augijst 9, 1769. 
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fident quantity had fallen to make gocMi Bleigliingj it tom'd to ms^ 
which, I atippose^ will sweep it all away again* 

20th. I attended at Parson Carej'a meeting. We had two BermoiiB, 
in CO Ti tin nation of a e object upon which he preacbed last Sunday ; the 
excel leocy of Christianity. 1 passed the whole evening in writing very 
industriously ; not a little to the increase of thia volume. It thaw'd 
all last night, bal not bo aa to carry off all the snow. The streets were 
like a river the chief of the day, but at about ^y& the wind got round to 
the north- west and blew with some violence. In two hours time the 
fitreeta were dry, and the ice strong enough to bear a man. I think 
I never saw a more Budden or a greater alteration in the weather. 
The wind subsided to a degree before midnight, but left it very cold. 
And now I bid adieu to my pen and to my book. 

21st. I began upon the third hook of the first part of the Institutes^^ 
and read a few pages as usual. In the evening I again loak'd into 
Gibbon, and made some progress in his second volume. I have also 
been reading for these two or three days past the letters from a Chinese 
Philosopher,' which are a number of essays ujjon various subjects, 
wrought into a kind of a novel. They are entertaining, and exhibit 
no bad picture of English manners. The accounts from Boston this 
evening are disagreeable. The opposite parties in the Convention 
grow warm and irritable ; Mr Dana and Mr. Gerry, it is said, have 
come to an open and public rupture,* Mr* B. Lincolu,* the General's 

1 ** Instimtes of tbe Laws of England j or Commentary on Littleton" — i. «., 
Coke upon littlcton. 

3 This work bj Oliver Goldsmith — *' The Citizen of the World; or Letters 
from a Chmeao Pliilosopher residing in London, to his Friends in tbe EMt" — 
had been published tweoty-flve years before, In 1702. 

" A letter dated Boston, January 19, 11 SB, and written bj J. Q. Adams'i 
youngest clnasmate, John Forbes, a lad of gixteen, gives a rather Interesting 
if boyisb Tiew of this well-known episwie r^ 

"... The Convention are now sitting in thij town, I have attended the 
debates till I hare become quite interested. The weight of argument oEfer'd 
is BO much in favor of the Constitution thnt I cAnnot but at present beg to dis* 
seat with you and term myself a Fedoratist I am sorry to inform you that 
your opinion is so poorly advocated — there is not a man of education that dar^ 
speak in opposition to the plan, there are hut few on that side^ and those few; 
fearing conviction, are fortifying their prejudiced minds with adamantine obsti- 
nacy. The characters that support it are so respectable that shou'd it be re- 
jected in this State it wQl retire without a blush — Dana, King, Gorham, Strong^ 
Parsons, Cabot, Ames and Sedgwick are characters so pure that nothing but 
Gerry's spirit of opposition cou**J soil The AntI have mad© every exertion 
in their power and have got Gerry as a dictionary to use occasionally. They 
remind me of the old proTerb — ^'gtre 'em an inch and they'll take an elL* 



* Benjamin Lincoln (H, C. 1777), born in Hingbam NoTember 1, 1756; studied 
law with Levi Lincgln, of Worcester ; an attorney lel Boston ; died Janiiary 18, 
178d. Hist, of Hmgham, toL L part ii. p, 3B2. • 
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son, and Dr. Adams/ fton to tbe president of tfae Senatei died ]&&t 
week. 

22d. Tliia afteraooa, Leonard White called on me, and sat abont 
half an hour. He came from Haverhill thi» momitig, and returns to 
night. Between four and five I received an invitation from Putnam and 
F. Bradbury to join them for a party at sleighing. Though not pecu- 
liarly desirous to go I did not refuse ; and at about six o^ clock we started. 
We went to Sawyer^s ^ taverti, about three miles off, and there danced 
tOl between twelve and one. The company was rather curioualy sorted, 
but the party was agreeable. I danced with the eldest Miss Frazier, 
with Miss Fletcher, and with Mi as Coats.' Miss Fletcher appears to 
be about twenty. She is not tall, but has what ia called a very genteel 
shape. Her complexion is fair, aud her eye ia sometimes animated 
with a very pleasing expression ; but unfortanately she is in love, and 
unless the object of her affections is present ahe loses all her epiritSj 
grows dull and unsociable, and can be pleased with nothing. This 
evening she was obliged to dispense with his company; and the nsual 
effect took place. I endeavoured as much aa possible to bring on a 
conversation ; but all to no purpose. 

** She sat like Futieuce on a moaumeut. 
Smiling at grief," * 

And, aa I found she could talk only in monoayllablea, I was glad la 
change my partner. Miss Coats is not in love, and is quite sociable. 
Her manners are not exactly what I should wish for a friend of mine ; 
yet she is agreeable* I am not obliged with her both to make aud sup- 
port the conversation ; and moreover, what is very much in her favour, 

They obtained a vote to queBtion Mr, G, on certain Articles ; from thii they wiah'd 
to give him the priviledges of a dellprate, and allow him to apeak (o Article 
wch motion F. Dana opposed with Tiolence. The issue was interrupted by an 
adjourn men t till Monday next. I am sorry to Buy that the objectiona are prin- 
cipally founded on misconstrtictmiK I embark for La n easier next Tuesday 
morning. Shou\l hare gone before had not the debates prevented." 

Several of J. Q. Ad atna's college frienda ^thercd in Boston from the surround- 
ing towaa to attend the debates, and sent him accounts of the proceedings. 

^ Dr. Samuel Adama (H. C, 1770), only son of Samuel Adams, born in Beaton 
October 27, 1761 j prepared for college at the Latin School; studied medicine with 
Dr. Joseph Warren ; aerred as a surgeon from Lexington and Bunker Hill to the 
end of the war ; an inTalid for many years ; died January 17* 178B. J. Thacber, 
Americnn Medical Biography, p. 69. 

^ Sawyer's tarerD on the Brailford road, juat beyond the ArtkhoVe River» near 
Brown*8 Springs, nearly opposite the bouse in which President Felton of Hanrard 
was born, and not far from Triatram DaJton's country estate. 

* Elizabeth Coates, only child of CaptJiin David Coates ; marrted, NoTeniber 2. 
1191, John Greenleaf, son of Judge Benjaniin Grcenleaf ; died a year later, aged 
twenty seven. J. E. Grcenleaf, Genealogy of tb© Greeukaf ramily. 

4 Twelfth Night, Act ii. Scene 4. 
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ihe 16 an only daughter and her fatber baa money, Ws returned to 
town a little after twelve ; but the weather waa not very agreeable, as 
it anow*d violently. After we had carried borne the ladies, Putnam 
came to lodge with me. We sat and chatted about an hour, and then 
retired to bed. 

23d. ... I pass'd the evening at Dr. Swetfe, Mrs. and Miss Cais- 
neati were there. We had iome a^eeable and entertaining conver- 
ealion, but singing Boon came on to the carpet, and thea the usual noo- 
sence succeeded I believe I wiJl try one of these days and see if I 
cannot stop the career of this same singing, at least for one evening, 
I even got quit this time with singing once. In order not to appear 
iingular, I was in the common way urging Miss Cazneau to sing; she 
told me she would upon condition that I should sing first* I hnmm'd 
over a tune; but avoided claiming the fulfilment of Miss C's promise, 
and so she would not siugp which happened very much to my satisfac- 
tion, A short time before nine I left them, 

24th. Mr, Atkins returned from Boston^ but brought me no letters, 
wbicb is flomewhat surprizing to me. The quaternity passed the even- 
ing at Putnam^s lodgings. Little left us, however, at about eight oVIock, 
TowuBeud came in sooo after ; aod between nine and ten I walk'd with 
him. I' begau yesterday upon another attempt to ascend Parnassus ; 
and this time I am determined to take it leisurely. I have frequentlj 
made a trial of my strength in this way ; but my patience has always 
been overcome after proceeding but little. I have, I suppose, begua an 
hundred times to write poetry. I have tried every measure aud every 
kind of strophe, but of the whole I never fiuisb'd but one of any 
length, and that was in fact but the work of a day. It is contained in 
a former volume of this Journal.* I fear I shall end this time as I 
always do. The Convention are now proceeding in the examination 
of the proposed Constitution by sections ; but we cannot yet presume 
how the scale will turu- 

2 5 lb. Leonard White came from Haverhill again yesterday, and 
called to see me this morning. He informed me that both my brothers 
were at Haverhill. In the evening I went with him to Dr. Swett's, and 
passM an hour with Little* I communicated to Little my design of 
drawing a number of female characters, but I doubt whether it will 
ever be anything more than a design* 

26th. At home as usual all the evening. Read a little in Gibbon. 
Wrote in the same slavish way as I have done now for more than three 
years. But I feel dull and low spirited. I have neither that insati- 
able ambition, nor that ardor for pursuing the means to gratify it, which 
not long ago was an argument which my vanity offered my mind to 
prove that, if life should be given me, it would not be to live unknow- 

* Priated by H* Adams ia Hiatorkai Eisayi, pp. 118-121. 
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ing and unknown- I feel no extraordinary inclination for stu(3y of any 
kind. Putnam reads law as fast, or faster than I do ; anil, if there ia to 
be no alteration in the situation of my mitid, ho will make greater im* 
pToveraeiita in his three years than I shall in mine. Before the cold 
weather came on^ I expected to derive great advantage from the long 
winter evenings which were approaching. In my imagiuation, I had 
written volumes and read books without number* Yet so totally dif- 
ferent has heen the event, that I have written scarcely any thing except 
what this book coutiiina, and, though I began Gibbon three montha 
agOj I have not got half through the second volume. In my Lord Coke I 
trudge along at the rate of about eighty pages a week, and do not under^ 
stand a quarter part of that. Yet when I call myself to an account 
an[d] enquire how I mis-spend my time, I do not find a spirit of disai- 
pation in my condcict. I have, I believe, upon an average, spent one 
iialf of my evenings thia winter at homo ; and^ when I do, I almost 
always hear the morning clock. I somewhat suspect that irregularity 
is one great cause of my poor success, and, as I am peculiarly fond of 
trying experimeuts, I will attempt soon to be periodical in my visits at 
home and abroad. If tbis will not do^ I can only submit to my fate. 

27tb» Heard Parson Carey, the whole day. In the forenoon he 
was ictolerahly lengthy, as the weather was very cold. I intended to 
hi^ve visited somewbere this evening, but got engaged in writing to 
Packard, which employed me till ten o'clock. 

28th. Mrs. Hooper's family are in great diatresa. Ben was brought 
home dead last night between twelve and one o^clock, and to make the 
misfortune as great as possible there is every reason to suppose that 
be was the wilful author of his deatb. He had been from town more 
than a week, and on Saturday night he took a quantity of liquid lauda- 
num at Robertson's tavern in Salem ; he died in violent convulsious 
in the course of the same night. The verdict of the coroner's jury, 
it is said, was wilful self murder, but the information is indirect, and 
therefore not entirely to be depei^ded upon. To his mother the shock 
must be dreadful. Indeed abe seems to have been marked out for mis- 
fortune* Her father was formerly one of the wealthiest merchants in 
tbis town, and her education was suitable to his fortune. She married 
a Mr. Hooper, whose circumstances were no less advantageous, and 
entered, but little more than twenty years ago, upon the stage of the 
world with tbe moat pleas tng prospects. But ber husband was a man 
of pleasure and dissipation, and moreover opposed to tbe late revolu- 
tions, wherefore h© left the country at the beginning of the late war, 
and went to England^ where he still remains ; since that time she has 
been reduced to the necessity of supporting herself and her three 
childreni by taking boardera. For although several of her husband's 
nearest coanections are stilt perfions of the greatest a^ueoce that 

12 
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mre in the tawoi yet she has never received much asaletaQce from 

Donee eris felix, multos numerabis amicos : 
Tempora st f uerint nubila solus eris. 

She eodeavoured to educate her cbildren as well as possible ; but a 
father's care was wantiijg, aod iDdulgence is the defect even of the most 
accomplished women. EeD, for several years, had followed the sea, 
and, in the fall, was disappointed of sailing with Callahan for London, 
He had been very dissipated and debaQched ; ho found himself destitute 
of employment; his reputation lost, his meauB of conunuing in the 
course of life which he was pursuing gone, and his resolution insuffi- 
cient to reform bis conduct. He determined to put an end to all the 
disagreeable feelings of his mind, and to " die in the bed of honour/' 
as he e^cpressed it. He was scarce uineteen years old. Such was the 
deplorable fate of a youth, whose disposition was such that he would 
have injured no one but himself, and who might have been an orna- 
ment to society had he been educated under tbe prudent severity of a 
judicious father. They intend to bury him to-morrow, but it is doubt- 
ful whether the unfeeling passions of the multitude will suffer them 
to make a public fimeraL My brothers Charles and Tom came into 
town this forenoon. After dinner, I took a ride in a aleigh up to 
Sawyer's, with three of the Bradburys and Charles; drank tea at 
Mr. Tufts 's. I pass'd the evening and supped at Mr. Jackson's. 
Dr. Kiiham was there, and as usual conversed upon political sub- 
jects. Charles spent the evening at Mr. Frazier^B^ but came and 
lodged with me. 

2^th* It snowed part of the forenoon; then tam'd to ratn, and, after 
making the streets very disagreeable, cleared up in the afternooa, I 
dined with my brothers at Mr. Bradbury's. We had some conversation 
upon the subject of Ben Hooper ^8 funeral. I could not agree in senti- 
ment with Mr. Bradbury. I told him that although I abhorr'd the action 
itself as much as any one, yet after a man was dead to refuse to attend 
his funeral would only be an insult upon the feelmgs of his friends, 
without being any kind of punishment to him. And indeed I cannot 
bnt think that laws against suicide are impolitic and cruel, for bow 
can it be expected that human laws, which cannot take hold of the 
offender personally, should restrain from the commission of this crime 
the man who could disregard the natural and divine laws, which upon 
this subject are so deeply imprinted upon the heart ? When we con- 
sider too how easily such a Jaw may be evaded, how many ways a 
man might put a period to his own existence without exposing himself 
to the severity of any law that the human fansy could invent, we can 
only suppose that these punishments must fall merely upon a thought* 
less youth, or upoa one ignorant of the existence of such regulations. 
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MTp Bradbury, howeiraf, tHnks differently and is perhaps in the right 
I pasB'd about an hour in tho eveDing with Puttiam ; he then went 
with G. Bradbury and my brothers into a company of young ladies; 
and I crossed the street and sat lill nine o'clock with my friend 
Thompson, Tom lodg'd with me, 

30th. I went tip to the office in the morning, and sat a couple of 
hours ; but I felt restless and dissipated. I cotild not study, and 
therefore walk'd down in town and siiunterM about Dined with 
G- Bradbuiy and Charles at Mr, Hooper's. He is very sanguine in 
bis hopes for tlie adoption of the Constitution. PassM the evening 
at ^Ir. Bradbury's. Dr. Smith and all his family were there. W© 
bad some music in the beginning of the evening, and afterwards play*d 
a number of very amusing sports, such as start; what is it like; croaa 
questions; I love my love with an A; and a number more. My 
opinion of such diversions I have already given, when it was confined 
to a number of young persons; but that the most inexcusable levities 
of youth should appear in the garb of old-age La something that calls 
for more than disapprobation, nor will a grey hair'd triJler excite our 
pity merely, but must raise our indignation and contempt. Mr. Brad* 
bury/ however, b a very respectable man ; and, as this conduct haa 
here the sanction of custom, it is not him hut the manners of the times 
that I blaixte. 

31 St. The weather somewhat cold- My brothers dined with rae, 
and between three and four o'clock we all set off for Haverhill. Wo 
got there just after five, a little fatigued. The riding was not bad^ 
but in some places the cold had not been strong enough to harden 
the snow and the road was sloppy. 
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Friday, February 1, 1788. 

Fass'd a great part of the forenoon at Mr, Thaxter's. He is now 
c^uite in the family way \ he dined with us at Mr* Shawns, as did Leonard 

White and • In the afternoon we rode in a couple of sleighs 

about six miles down upon the rivers and returned just after dark. 

The party was agreeable; but was an object of great pity. He 

has ruined his reputation irrevocably ; the fairest life henceforward 
coyld only heal the wound ; but the treacherous fear must forever 
proclaim in indelible characters that he once fell. Nor can his dear- 
est friends help acknowledging to themselves that this is viewing the 

1 Mr. Theophilua Bradburj (see supra, p. 40) was apparently fond of a iocial 
good time. In 17<36, it ii Biiid, he and his wife " with several leading cUi^ena of 
Falmouth" {i. «., Foriliuid) were indicted for the crime of d^cidng at » tavera ; 
hut won the ta&e in the courte on the plea that the room wa» not a place of pub- 
lic resort because hired for private purpoBei, etc W. B. LapUaiUj Bradburjr 
Memorial^ p. 3&. 
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prospect in its fttireat light To consider the appearances such as they 
must present themselves to the imaginatioo of one disposed to eeo 
objects io their most unfavorable colours, mast be shocking to the 
feelings of every one who was once bts friend* He appears to be in 
a perpetual state of humiliation i he can enter into no satisfa^tioa 
expressed by the csompany m which be appears ; he can enjoy no 
amusement and must feel a conscious inferiority to every one with 
whom he associates. Yet if he can be recovered at all it must be by 
SofteQing measures. And those persons who wonder why people keep 
company with him* and wish rather to insult him in his distress, are 
in my opinion to be esteemed but little better than himself. The 
disposition in human nature to sink a man that has fallen still lower 
than be u would aOford one of the richest themes for a misanthropist* 

2d, I dined with at Mr. Thaxter's, My brothers both dined 

at Mn White's. In the afternoon we rode again in sleighs upon the 
liver as far as we went yesterday. We hiid a number of songs, some- 
iphat in the collegiate stile; but, in order to bo exemplary, return^ 
home quite early in the evening. Mr, Thaxter lives very agreeably, 
and has retracted his theory with respect to matrimony ; and indeed, 
I believej our sex are »ot less prone than the other to profess a sys- 
tem which in fact we wholly disbelieve. Mrs. Shaw shew me a letter 

which she has been writing to j and I am in hopes it may have 

a good effect upon him. If he has any sensibility i or any prineiplea 
remaining he must be aflPected hj it. I had with Mr, Shaw some 
conversation upon the subject of the disorders which happened at 
College in the course of the last quarter. His fears for my brothers 
are greater than mine. I am persuaded that Charles did not deserve 
the suspicions which were raised against him; and I have great hopes 
that bis future conduct wOl convince the governors of the Umversity 
that he was innocent, 

3d. I attended meetmg twice this day. Mr, Shaw as usaal had 
company in the evening. I conversed with Madam, Charles and 
Tom went out in the evening. 

4th. This morning between seven and eight o'clock my brothers set 
out to return to Braintree and from thence to Cdmhridgej as the vaca- 
tion closes next Wednesday, In the forenoon I went down to see 
Leonard White, who was not at home. I met him however in the street 
with Mr. M'Hard, to whose house we weut and sat an hour. I dined 
at Mr. Shaw^S; and at about four was on my horse. I got home by dark, 
though the roads were much worse than when we went to Haverhill. 
I found my old lady had some company^ hut they soon went away, I 
pass'd all the evening at home quite in low spirits, as indeed I have 
been for a week or ten days past. Not even dissipation has been able 
to support me. My nerves have got into a disagreeable trim, and I 
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fear I ehall be obliged to pay atill leas attention to books than I have of 
late; and, if tliat be tlie case, I am sure I must be very igQorant when 
I leave the title of a student* It seema very unfortunate that there 
ahouM be no medium but that a man mtist be a fool or an invalid. 

5tb, The weather this day baa been extreme cold. I Lave not 
experienced the severity of the season so much since tbe winter I 
pass'd in Sweden.^ I pasa'd the eveoing with Townsend and Amory 
at Dr. Smithes. The old man is very fond of telling long stories, and 
indeed it is quite Decessary to attend to him. There are, however, I wo 
young ladies in the house, to whom we attend with much more pleasure. 
Miss Smith may be twenty years old ; she is do t handsome, but has a 
great degree of animation ia her eye, and, as the want of it appears 
conspicuous in every other feature, the mixture of opposites has a sin- 
gutar effect upon her countenance. Her persoQ is not elegant, nor is her 
taste in dress such as suits my mind. She has a aatyrical turn, and ia 
fond of being esteemed witty« So much, I thinki I can judge from the 
short acquaintance I have with her ; perhaps at some future period I 
may be able to say more. BUss Putnam I will mention the next time 
1 fall in company with her* We play'd at whist about a couple of 
hours ; after which we sung or attempted to sing ; for, of all the 
company, Amory was the only one that could sing bo as to give any 
kind of entertainment, 

6tlji The weather has moderated very considerably. In the even- 
ing I walked with Thompson and Putnam to Little's, where we past 
Uie eve ni fig till nine o^clock, quite agreeably, without ceremony or 
restraint. 

7th. This day, at about noon^ the news arrived in this town that 
the Federal Constitution was yesterday adopted and ratified by a major- 
ity of nineteen members in our State Convention. In this town the 
gatiafaction is almost universal ; for my own part, I have not been 
pleased with this system, and my acquaintance have long-since branded 
me with the name of an antifederalisL But I am now converted^ 
tbougb not convinced. My feelings upon the oceasion have not been 
passionate nor violent; and, as upon the decision of this question I ind 
myself on the weaker side, I think it my duty to submit without mur- 
muring against what is not to be helped. In onr government, opposi- 
tion to the acts of a majority of the people is rebellion to all intents 
and purposes ; and I should view a man who would now endeavour to 
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^ On hia return from Eussia to Holland at the close of 1783, Travelliiig 
alone, being tlien ftftei^n years of a^L>, he reached Stockholm on the 234 of 
November. There apent five very pleasant weeks, and, on the last day of the 
year, net out for Copenhagen ; but it took him six weeks to get there. It was 
Ibe iiOtU of April before be rejoined bis fatlier at the Ilaguej six monthSj lacking 
ten days, from the dale of his leaving St. Petereburg. 
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excite eommotions against this plan, aa no better tliaii an insurgent 
who took armi last winter agaioBt the Conrts of Justice. Tbla after- 
Doon I went» m company with a Dumber of young ladies and gei^tlemeo 
of this town, upon a Bleigbing partj. We rode about eight milea into 
Newbury, and by dark returned to Sawjer*a tavern. Alter drinking tea 
we went to dancings and, excepting supper^ conitnued so till about mid- 
night. I daneed with Miea Coats and Misa Smith, both of whom were 
very agreeable partners. At twelve we broke up, and returned home. 
Tbompaon came and lodg'd with me. Mr. S. Cutler ^ came and sat 
about half an hour with mej he was exceediiagly mortified at baving 
overset his sleigh. Some of the ladiea were affronted^ and some 
affrighted ; io that, in returning, he had aomewhat of an UDComfortabl© 
time, sweating between two 6rea. In the company waa an IriBh gentle- 
man by the name of Hutchinaoa, a man of genuine wit and humour, 
and a person of much reading atid information. He has a vessel here 
loading, and expects to aail for Ireland in a week or ten days. 

8th. This afternoon the delegates from Newbury and from this 
town returned home from Convention. A number of very respectable 
citizens^ and a number who were not very respectable, went out on 
horse-back to meet the members and eaeort them into town ; aa they 
came along the bella at the different churches were set to ringing, and 
this noisy eitpreaaion of joy waa continued with some intennieeioni 
till eight o'clock in the evening. The mob hu^^a'd, and one would have 
thought that eYerj man from the adoption of the Cbnatitution had 
acquired a sure expectancy of an independent fortune. I pasaM the 
evening at home in reading and writing. 

9th. Mr. Faraona gave me this morning a packet of letters which 
I have been expeeting these five weeks. There was^ however, but one 
ihort letter from Europe, In the afternoon Amory went for Salem. 
I took a ride with Towns end, S. Cutler, J. Green leaf/ Front/ Thomp- 
■ODj and three or four ladies in a sleigh. We rode out as far as Mr. 
Dalton'a farm ; and, after taking something of a circuitous rout, return 'd 
and took tea at Sawyer 'a. After passing an hour we all returned to 

1 Samuel Cutler, born in Boikm October 5, 17^2 ; married » January 8, 1794, 
Lydia Prout (boro March 8, 1769) ; both were drownedj January 28, 1832. by 
the capsiziBg of the tchoouer Rob Roy between Portland and Newbury port ; a 
mercbant ; in later Ufe president of nn inaurance company ; also re»trynian and 
warden of St. Panfa Church. N. S. Cutler, Cutler Memorial, p. S65* 

3 Preaumftbly John Groenleaf, boh of Judge Benjamin Greenleaf ; born July 
8, 1760 ; married^ November 2, 1701, Elistabeth Coatea ; resided in Newburyptirt 
and in Tops ham, Me. ; aerved in the War of 1812 ; died about 1830, J. E. 
Green ieaf» Gen<*alogy of Ihe Greenleaf Family, pp. 176, 427. 

■ WilUam WeUted Prout (1761-1809) in 1794 had a atore on High Street i 
later caabier of the Newburyport Bank ; married Sally Jenkins ; left no children. 
Hia portrait, &a a young man, la in th« rooms of the Newburyport Historical 
Society. 
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town. T Hp«nt the evening at Mrs. Hooper's* It waa the first time I 
had been there since her misfortune. She bears it well^ though fre- 
quent sigho rise deep from her breast. Mr. L, Jenkins^ was there, 
a good, honest, simple sonl^ without the least kind of harm in him. 
Miss Lucy Knight was there too. She has a very amiable coujitenance, 
a fine form and a benevolent disposition. Townsend says she has no 
eensibility^ and I think her countenance wants some of that expression 
which communicates the charm of sympathy to our souls. She may 
be possessed of many virtues, and if so will attract my esteem aud 
respect ; but she is incapable of loviog, and therefore could never be 
an object of love to me. A young fellow by the name of Rogers for 
a year and an half paid the closest attention to her ; and when it was 
daily expected that they would be published he suddenly left her^ and 
neglected her entirely. She wrote him a letter cootaining a dismissioiii 
and appears not to have had a disagreeable sensation upon the subject 
ever since- A disposition like this certainly smooths the path of life ; 
but at the same time it certainly serves to make it narrow and 
contracted. 

10th. I went with Townsend in the forenoon to hear Parson Tucker; 
he gave us an excellent discourse upon Ecelesiastes VIL 17. Be not 
over much wicked, neither be thou foolish; why shouldest thou die 
before thy time ? Without alluding to the late circumstance of Hooper § 
death, it appeared plainly that the Bermon was dictated by that ooca- 
iion ; and it was very well adapted. He particularly exhorted his 
hearers to avoid scenes of debauchery, of lewdness and intemperance, 
and J with his usual liberality aud ability, recommended the opposite 
virtues. I did not attend meeting in the afternoon ; but wrote a 
little and read a great deal^ as very frequently happens with me, 
Townsend past the evening and supp'd with me. I have done keeping 
late hours. I find they are wholly incompatible with my healthi I 
have of late several times, after setting up at writing till one or two 
o^cIock in the mornings been utterly incapable of getting any sleep the 
whole night My nerves have got into an unhappy tone^ and I am 
obliged to desist from continued application. My spirits for some time 
have been low^ and I have felt an incapacity of enjoyment; but that ii 
now wearing off, and I am in hopes tlkat, before long, I shall again be 
able to resume at least as much diligence as I have been used to. 

llth. We have had this day very little studying in the office, Mr. 
Parsons is so fond of telling of all the manoeuvres which they used in 



1 Lewis Jenkini mErried Rebecca Hooper, daughter of Hobert Hooper, of 
Marblehead ; a wool-dealer living on State Street ; died 1799, Mrs. Tristram 
Dal ton was a ftister, and Stephen Hooper a brother^ of Mra. JenkioB. S. A- Emery, 
Hetiiiniscenc^s of a Nonagenarlfui, p* 2S6 ; Historical CoUectioQi of Euex ^- 
fiLtute, vol xxT. p^ ^ 
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and out of Convention^ that he has givaw the same story to every hody 
that carae into the olHcc through the course of the day} He mentions 
wilh great complaisance the foroiidahle opposition that was made, as 
it nutu rally euhnncca the merit of the victory, lie speaks with pleasure 
of every little trifliug intrigiie which served to haffle the intentions of 
the antifederaUsis ; though many of them to me exhihit a meaoness 
which I scarcely should expect a man would boast. Mr. Parsons 
makes of the science of politics, the science o£ little, insignificant 
intriguo and chicanery. These principles may poaaihly meet with suo 
cess sometimes ; but it is my opiniou that fair, open and candid proceed* 
ings add an influence as well as a lustre to the most brilliant capacity, 
I called just before dark to see Mr. Hutchinson, but he was not at his 
lodgings. I then went home, took my flute, and went to see Putnam, 
with whom I play'd a number of tunes, Frank Bradbury was there* 
Between nine and ten we both cam© away. I got home with some 
difficulty, as the walking in the streets is excessively slippery. 

12th. In the beginning of the evening I called upon Mr. Hutchin- 
son, and look'd over his music. He plays on the flute, and has a good 
collection of musical books. I found Townsend and Amory there. 
Between seven and eight I went to Mr. Bradbury's, where I found a 
number of the young gentlemen and ladies dancing. X took a share 
in the diversion, which we continued till midnight, when I returned home. 
I danced with Miss Nancy Jenkins, a very pretty girl, about seventeen, 
not entirely free from afitectatioo. 

13th. This afternoon I had something of a long conversation upon 
the subject of the ball, which is intended to be on Thursday. He had 
determined not to go ; but upon consideratian of several circumstances 
which I mentioned to him, be came to an alteration in bis sentiments. 
H© was something piqued at not having an invitation to join our party 
last week ; but when 1 informed him of the reason for which he was 
neglected he was satisfied with its validity. He and Thompson pass*d 
the evening with me. Little ought to have been of the party; bul 
Miss Caznean had engaged him to go with her to Captain Fletcher's, 

1 4th. I attended at the office only in the forenoon ; the after part 
of the day being employed in rigging for the ball. I had sent a billet 
to Miss H* Greenleaf * requesting the honor of waiting upon her. She 
was not engaged and I was taken at my word, which will teach me to 
be sincere. It was late before I could get a carriage, and, when I went 
for my lady, I found all the rest of the family were gone, which was 
against me again. The ball rooms were too small, — not one quarter 
of the ladies could dance at a time, I danced enough myself, and 
made out to affront three or four ladies; which is much in my favour. 

1 See W. y. Wella, Life of Sftiuuel Adams, vol. iii. pp. 257-262. 
= See infra, p. 98. 
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Townseud took cold in making the preparatioDS for this ball, and was m 
unwell that at abont eleven o'clock lie went home, and consigneii his 
lad\% Miss L. Knight, to me. She being very agreeable was, upon the 
whole, I believe, more the object of my attentions than another lady. 
This cannot now be helped, and whatever is, is right. Between three 
and four in the morning the remainder of the company retired, Put- 
nam lodged with me. The party was perfectly agreeable, 

15th* We indulged our&elves this morning till almost twelve o'clock 
before we roue. I called at the office^ and pass'd about half an hour 
there. I ft^lt rather dissipated, and somewhat indisposed for study. In 
the afteniooD, when I called at the office I found ^fr* Wendell there, 
— a sin giilar eccentric character with whom I was acf|nainred while I 
was ia College, and whom I have probably mentioned before now. He 
still persists in his singularities, aod in walking from Boston the day 
before yesterday froze one of his feet» Townsend is quite unwell ; 
has an nncomfortabl© congh aud sore throat. But he went with rae 
to visit eeireral of the ladies who were of the company last evening. 
We first called at Captain Coorabs's/ where we only found Miss Nancy 
Jenkins. She holda her head too stifiT for elegance and has read too 
many novels, which render her manners rather fantastical and aJIected. 
We stopped a few moments to see Miss Coats, who was well, and we 
then went to Jud*;e Grcenleafs, where we drank tea. Here were 
young ladies, I had almost said, innumerable ; a choice of every com- 
pletion, and probably of every disposition. Among them all Miss 
Derby has the most promising appearance; but she in company is 

1 Philip CoombB, fftther of WilUam, came to Newbury from the inland of 
Guernsey, was converted under Wliilefield, and was one of the founders of the 
Firit Presbyterian Church. He was Liken as a prisoner of war to France, 
where he died in 1769. William Cooniha, mentioned in the diary as Captain 
Coombs^ was horn in Newbtiryport in 1736, wliere lie died May 28^ 1814. Ub 
was actively engaged in niarilinie life till lie was forty years of age, wlien he 
devoted himself to merchandise* Coombs Wharf is mvriyed for him. He owned 
numorous vcfsela. His la^t voyage wa^ just before the lievtdutionary War, ia 
order to obtain a supply of arms and ammunitiou for the impending contest; an 
undertaking in which his success exceeded his expectations, and he generously 
turned over to the authorities without compensation the resuits of his venture. 
Captain Coombs was an ardent patriot, and did good service as a member of the 
Committees of Safety and Correspondence, which held the power of government 
till regular authority was restored. He was a Representative in the Legislature, 
President of the Marine Society, President of the Merrimac Bihie Society, trustee 
of the Dummer Academy^ Chairman of the School Committee, superintendent 
of the erection of tlie Essex-Merrimac Bridge, and of the Plum Island Light- 
house, and Viee4'resident of the Humane Society, which gave him a gold medal 
for saving a life when he was seventy-Bix years of age. He was a member of tho 
First Presbyterian Church, and was noted for his piety, urbanity and generosity. 
His funeral sermon, by Rev. Daniel Dana, D.D., was published. Manuscript notes 
Df Rev. Horace C. Hovey, D.D., pastor of the First Presbytermn Church in Kew- 
buryport, Mass. 

18 
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reserved. The Judge ttilkM fll>out religion and politics, and Mrs. 
Greenleaf passM encomiums upon the British ConBtitution ; htit the 
young ladies were all silent** We took our departure quite early, and 
I pasa'd tlio remainder of the evening at Mrs. Hooper's where 1 found 
Miss Knight and Mr. Culler. Learnt to play quadrille. 

1 fith. The most violent snow storm that has appeared in the course 
of the winter; it hegan in the night, and continued all this day. la 
file eveninp: it cleared up, Townsend was not out Amory and I 
dined wiih Mr. Parsons. Captain Hoclge ^ likewise was of the coiD' 
pany. I wrote a letter in the afternoon, or rather part of a letter, to 
W, Crancb. Froni tlie oiBca we went and pasa'd an hour with Mrs. 
Jackson, where we found Mr. Wendell^ feasting upon his apples and 
nuts. He slept last night in Mr. J. Tracey*8 green house, which is 
entirely unprotected from the inckmency of the season j and, the better 
to enjoy the benefits of the open air, he stripped himself entirely naked. 
llo converses in the same style that he did a year ago; and appears to 
ine too consistent for a distracted person, as many suppose him to be. 
We spent the remainder of the evening at Dr. Smith's. I made an 
apology to Jliss Smith for a blunder which took place at the ball. 
She appeared plainly to be offended, but was satisfied after I had made 
niy explanation. I know not whether to like or to dislike this girl, 
but perhaps time will supply me with the means of iuformation. At 
supper Amory was excessively diverted with the appearance of a 
Bologna sausage, which the Doctor introduced, and which Mr. Cutler 
obBerved would be ripe in June. After supper I got seated next to 
Miss Putuam, and entered into conversation with her, I found her 



1 Judge Benjnmiii GrfenleRf marrietl, January 22, 1784, as a second wife, a 
widow, Mrs. l)erby, wlio aiirvived him many years. Tlie daugliters were 
Sarah (tj'^^n June 21, 176"J; died la old age uomarried), Mary (boru November 1, 
17(]5, died unmarried), llannali (bom Nuveinber 1, 1765; married, September 22, 
1807, llobert Boyd, of Portland, Me.), Jane (b'>m July 2;i, 1708; married April 
1% 1802, Ralph Cross, of rortbnd). J. £, Greenleaf, Geuealogy of CUe Greenleaf 
Family, pp. 42G-423. 

* Captain Miehael Hodge, a flea-captain previous to the War of Independence ; 
one of the founder! of the Mariue Sot-iety of Nevrburyport in 1772, its secretary- 
fur twenty-six years and its prcftident for six ; appointed in 1770 naval officer of 
Newbury port* and probably held office until 17M9; appointed in 1789 surveyor 
of the navat district wIdcU included Newbury port, Saliebury, Amesbury and 
Haverhill ; iield tliii office untiJ his death, June 24, 1816. A member of the 
Pint Parialj Cburcli, he read tlie Declaration of Independence from the window 
of Its meeting-house to the people gntliered in Market Square below ; was aetire 
in fortifying tbe mouth of the Merrimnc River, in 1775 one of six captains of gons 
for the protection of the port; 1778 first lieutenant of the Newburyport (inde- 
pendent) Artillery Company ; on the staff of General Jcmnthnn Glover, of Marhle- 
liead. in the expedition to Khode Island in 177S ; town clerk 1780-1789 ; selectman 
1783-1785; died June 24, 1810. aged teventy-thre©, Hurd, Hist, of Essex County, 
pp, 1750-1753 J Two Hundred and Fiftieth Celebr&tioii of the Town, p. »8. 
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inclined to flattery, a defect not uncommon among our young ladies ; 
and I answered her in her own way, aa 1 always do, When a lady 
paji me a compliment I always consider myself indebted to her untill 
I return one at least of aqiiol value; and I am generally go good a 
creditor that I pay with large interest. I have even once or twice in 
mj life BO far surpassed a lady in that way as to silence her^ and make 
her ashamed of attacking me with those weapons ; but I never flatter 
a lady that I esteem, 

17th. Parson Carey is very sick j and consequently we had no 
njeatiag. So I staid at home j wrote a long letter to my friend Fiske/ 
and a page or two some ways back in tbis book. In the evening I 
went to Mrs* Hooper*s to see Townsend, whom I found very hoarse, and 
with a bad cough. I pass'd the evening there, as likewise did Mr. S. 
Culler, Within these two years Townaend has lost two brothers and a 
Bister by consumptions, and it is much to be feared that he himself 
will be subject to tlie same misfortuDe. I am in hopes, however, that 
by their fate he will be warn'd to take such care of himself as will 
preserve his life and lengthea his days ; for I feel a great degree of 
friendship for him.^ 

18 th, After passing the day at the office, I went and pass'd the 

1 "Olirer Flske of Brookfield will he twenty-flve the 2d of Septr, mxt. 
Solidity of judgment, independence of ipiric, and candour of disposition are the 
chief characteristica of tliia gentleman. Aa a scholar he stAnds on the first line 
in the class, and his honour is unblemished. His circumstances are not fortunate, 
and he haa been of len absent from College. He was with General Lincoln in 
Berkshire the greater part of the last winter, and vrishea to folio vr a military life 
After leaving the University. lie would make, I believei a very good officer, and 
whatever his profesalon may be, he will be certainly an eicellent man," J. Q. 
Adams, March 25, 1787. Dr. Oliver Fiske (H. C. 1787), son of Rev, Nnthan 
Fiske, DO. (H. C. 1764), pastor of the church in Brookflehi (1758-!799| ; bom 
September 2, 1762 ; volunteered for service in the war, in 1780, and was stationed 
near West Point at the ticoe of the treason of Benedict Arnold [ returned to 
Brookfleld and assisted his fatlier on his farm until 178B ; at the time of Shays'i 
Rebellion, active in the Marti-Mercnrian Band of University students ; in the 
winter vacation of 17&S'1787 engaged to teach school at Lincoln, but when the 
insurgents interfered with the coiarts at Worcester hired a substitute and joined 
General Lincoln's army; studied medicine under Dr. Atherton, of Lancaster; 
began practice at Worcester October, 1790 j active in forming the Worcester 
Medical Society, and was chosen its secretary. A petition to the Legislature for 
incorporation led to a reorg^anization of the Massachusetts Medical Society and 
the creation of district associations ; September 26, 1801, the Worcester District 
Society was or^^anized : 1806 Dr. Fiske chosen President: February, 1803, 
appointed Special Judg# of the Court of Common Pleas : 1S09-1814 member of 
the Executive Council ; 1816-1821 Registrar of Deeds ; Intereited in sgri cult are, 
planting a nursery of fruit and ornamenlal trees ; Secretary of the Worcester 
Agricultural Society; 1815 Corresponding Secretary of the Linnasan Society of 
New England ; Councillor of the American Antiquarian Society; died In Boston 
January 25, 1837, F. C. Pierce, Fiske and Fisk Family (1899), pp. 372, 373, 495, 

^ ToWDsend died in 1826, aged si^ty-three. 
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evening at Mrs. Hooper's. Townsenii's cough hangs upon him* hnt he 
is gettiDg better. We play'd quadnlle till eupper time. Mias Knight 
is still there; she is very bandaome and very amiable, yet eofe very 
interesting- 
ID th. Called upon Putnam after leaving the office, and passed the 
evening at his lodgings. I have a greater regard for this young fellow 
than I bad when at College. lie is friendly and good-natured, and 
pursues his studies with diligence and attention* Perhaps indeed that 
BOW the warmth of emulation bas suhsldedf and we can in no instance 
he riviilfl, neither he nor I view each other in the same light that we 
did nine months ago. 

20Lh. Mr* Parsons went yesterday to Boston, to attend the Supreme 
Judictal Court. This evening I past with Thompson at Mrs. Emery's* 
Miss Smith and Miss Putnam were there. We play'd cards ahout an 
hour ; after which Miss Emery play'd as a number of tunes very 
ajl^reeably upon tbe harpsichord* I had another match with Miss 
Putnam at complimenting, and succeeded tolerably well. 

21st. Mrs. Emery and ber daughter were going to Exeter this morn- 
ing in a single sleigh. Dr. Kilham and I, after greatly debating the 
question, had likewise determined to go: so we agreed to divide. The 
Doctor went with Mrs. Emery, and I with the young lady. It was 
just eleven o'clock when we started; and the roads were so difficult 
that we did not get to Ereter till three, nor the other sleigh till five. 
After sitticg down mj companion I went and dined ; and then immedi- 
ately proceeded to the meeting-house where the State Convention for 
the State of New Hampshire were debating upon the subject of the 
Federal Constitution, I found Mr. Pickering,^ a member from Ports- 
mouth, zealously, though I cannot add very forcibly^ arguing for the 
good cause. Several other members spoke; but none of them, in my 
opinion, much to the purpose. They have gone through the system by 
paragraphs ; and are now considering it generally. I found Mr. Shaw, 
Mr. Thaxter, and a number more of our Haverhill friends there, and 
pass'd the evening with them at Mr, Peabody's, a friend of the 
Doctor's, where we lodg'd ; for there was not a bed to be had at any 
of the public houses. We were disappointed of an assembly this even- 
ing as we expected ; and the debates, I really think, were not worth 
the ride in a cold day; but the satisfaction of riding with an amiable 
girl, and the novelty of the town, which I never saw before, will la 
iome measure compensate for the failure of my expectations. 

1 Johti Pickering (H. C. 1761), born iu Newiogton September 22, 1737 ; studied 
theology and law; Attorney-Gcaeral of New Hanfipehire 1786? member of tlie 
State Convention 1791-1792 ; repeatedly a member of the Legislature ; PrcBident of 
the Senate in 1789; 1790 appointed Chief Justice* of the Supreme Court of Neir 
llampahire; later District Judge of the United States; died April, 1806* Kew 
Hampshire Fror. and State Fapen, tqI. z. p. 30. 
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2 2d. I attendeJ to hear tlie debates in ConventioQ agma this fore« 
noon. Sir. Laugdon^ began by making a motion that the Convention 
should adjoLiru to some future day, but suid he would waive his 
motion if any gentleman had further obgervations to make upon the 
system. Mr. Athertun^^ the leader of the opposition rose^ and in a 
gpeech of more than an hour recapitulated every objection that he couM 
invent against the Constitution. He observed that confederation was 
derived from the Latin word foedus ; and that cofisoltdidion was a 
metaphorical expression borrowed from the operations of chemistry. 
These were two of his tnost iugenious ideas ; and, upon the whole^ I think, 
he may candidly be pronounced a miserable speaker^ and a worse 
reasoner, A reverend Parson Thlrston* spoke as Jong, and as little to 
the purpose, on the other side. He talk'd of France *8 demanding her 
money with the dagger in her hand ; and of Britain*9 sending 50 sail 
of the line and 60,000 men to take New Hampshire ; but did not 
even attempt to support the plan upon the fair and honourable basis of 
rational argumentation. When these two gentlemen had exhausted 
the resources of their lungs, the motion for an adjournment was again 
brought upon the carpet. This was the offspring of the fears of th© 
Federal party ; and was faintly opposed by the other faction, who 
appeared to be equally fearful of the event, though more conBdent in 
their numbers. The vote for adjournment, however, was carried by a 
trifling majority* The time and place at which they ahould meet 
again was a subject of some conversation; but finally the third Wednea* 
day in June, and Conconl were agreed upon. We dined at Mr. 
Peabody's. Dr. lulham was troubled with the impertinence of one 
Hopkinson, a distracted fellow, who came and pretended to call him to 
an account for comiiig and intermeddliDg with concerns in which he was 
not interested* A little after three we got into the sleigh, and be- 

^ John Langdon (174Q-1819), leader of the Federal forces in the Con gentian ; 
one of the tnost noted men of New HjuDp^liire, having serred aa delegate to ttie 
Cooiiaental Congress, m Speaker in the House of HepreAentativet of New Hamp- 
ibire, as a Judgc^ as a memlier of the Stnte Senate, and as ** prealdent " of the 
State. Later was the first Freaident pro tern, of the Untted States Senate and 
GoTernor of New Hampshire. See J. B. Walker, Hist, of the New Hampshire 
Convention, pp. 7, 29 ; also letter from John Langdon to Huf ud King^ dated 
yebrujiry 23, 1788, in Bancroft, Hist, of the Constitution, vol ii, pp. 461, 462. 
Some members, convinced that ratiflcntion was wise hut unwilling to vote con- 
trary to their instnictions^ asked an adjourninent. 

* Joshua Atherton (IL C, 1762), born in Harvard, Mass., in 1737; a 
lawyer at Amherst in 1772 ; was imprisoned in Amherst jail for favoring the 
Lojalista, bat later regained the confidence of the comtuimitj. In 171)3 was a 
State Senator, and later Attorney-General of New Hampshire ; died April 3, 1800. 
New Hampshire Pror* and State Papers, toL x* p- 35* 

> Rev. Benjamin Thurston (H. C. 1774) ; ordained at North Hampton, N. H, 
November 2, 17 B5; dismisiserl Octoher 27, 1«00; died 1806, near Kaleigh, K. C* 
J. B. Walker, lii&t ot the New Hampshire Convention, p. 9. 
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twaen six and seven cros&'d the river from Salisbury. I immediately 
went to Thompsoa's. I fouod Little there, and Putnam came iu soon 
after* We pasB'd the evening in sociable chat till nine, when I returned 
home. 

2Bd. When I weot to the office thia mortiing I found yonng Flck- 
man ' of Salem there. I was acquainted with hira somewhat iu Europe, 
and I believe he h mentioned io the first volume of this repository 
(repository!) He tias been studying more tban two years in Mr. 
PynchoD's ^ office, and proposes now to pass five or six months in Mr. 
FarsoQs's. And I shall be very happy in this additional companion, as 
Tow D send and Amory are both sooo to leave the town. I passed the 
evening at home, and my friend Little spent it with me. Wrote 
nothiog, though it was very necessary. 

24th. Mr> Carey is still very sick, and we had no divine service this 
day at his meeting. I again passed the whole day at home. I was 
tired in the eveniag and took a walk as far as Deacon Thompson's j 
and desired Tom to come and pass an hour with me^ which he did. I 
called at Putnam's but he was not at home. I wrote diligently la 
the course of the day, and acquired some little credit 

25th* Passed the evening at Merrill's with Mr. Hutchmson, and 
bad some very agreeable musical entertainment. Mr. H* is a performer 
upon the fiute, aud has a good collection of books. He has been wait* 
lug a fortnight or three weeks for favorable winds to sail for Ireland* 
Captain Cazneau and Captain Casey were there part of the evening. 

26th. This forenoon, while I was at the office, I received a billet 
from Mr* Dalton, with an invitation to spend the evening at his house. 
Between six and seven I went, and was introduced into a room full of 
ladies, with no other geutlemaa but the master of the bouse. The 
situation was not perfectly agreeable ; hut I was relieved by a proposal 
of cards* I sat down to a game of whiat with Mrs. Jones, a lady from 
BoBtoQ, Mrs. Marquand ' and Fanny Jenkins, who soon after resigned 



1 Benjamin Plckman (H. C 1784}, son of Colonel Benjamin Pickman, a suC' 
ce&afuL merchant of Salem ; born September 30, 17G.1. iti Salem ; educated at 
Diinnner Acailemy under *' Master Moody"; did not practise law, but engaged 
in commerce i wa« s Representative and a Senator in the Maasachusetta Legis* 
lature ; a member of the Governor"! Council, 1805 ; of the ConBtitutional Con* 
rention of 1820| and of Congrefi, 180&-1811; an OFeraeer at Harvard, 1810- 
1818, and president of many historical and literary societies in Salom ; died 
August 16, 1S43. He married* October 20, 1780, Anstiaa Derl>y, daugliier of 
Elias H. Derby, the moat eminent merchant in Salem. Hurt], 248 b. 

^ William Pynchon (H. C. 1743), bora in Springfield, Maa*., December 12, 
1723; atudied law with Stephen Sewall, of Salem; died in Salem March II, 
17W9. W. T. DaTia, Hiat of tlie Judiciary of MaBgadiusetts. p. aOO. 

' Presumably the wife of Joseph Blarquand, one of tlie most prominent mer- 
chants in Newbury port. He fitted out prirateera during the war and took several 
prixei, with on^ of them, it k said, the library of the Governor-General of Can- 
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her Beat to Mis$ Dalion^ emphatically so called even by ber parents, 
which ia rather unnsualj hot a custom which is chinnmg introduction. 
Major Greenleal and Mr. Hooper^ came in before supper, which was at 
about ten o'clock, and which was formal, cerimonious, and consequently 
elegant. The company gradually retiretl after supper, and between 
eleven and twelve Mr* Hooper gave me a place in hi a sleigh and I 
cam© borne- The narrative ia about as uninteresting as the scene, I 
found myself in the midst of a large company of ladies, with none of 
whom I had an acquaintance sufficient to warrant an agreeable famil- 
iarity. I 60on got seated at a card table, with ladies wliom I did not 
sufficiently admire. Mrs. Jones is young, uncommonly handsome; and, 
having received ber education in Europe, is the arbiter of taste and 
propriety in the complicated science of female fashions* To be icsen- 
sible to all these advantages would have the appearance of stupidity or 
of ingratitude ; and Mrs. Jones takes every opportunity to show how 
free she is from such inces. Soon after we sat down she complained 
that her gloves pinched her arm excessively; and with some dilBculty 
pulling one of them oiF she exiiibited an arm, the beautiful contour 
and snowy whiteness of which might fire the imagination of a sensual 
voluptuaryj but which I unfortunately did not think of atlrairing till it 
was too late. On the fore- finger of the hand sparkled a costly dia- 
mond, wliich demanded iti share of observation ; and perhaps in the 
mind of a polite spectator might revive a question oflen debated, 
upon the mutual pretensions of nature and of art to the superiority 
of beauty. Mrs, Marquand equally professes to dictate the laws of 
fashion, but could not stand ber ground against the irresistible power 
of the other lady, who could silence her in a moment by t!ie resources 
which she drew from her Eiigli:ih education* Miss Jenkins, she ob- 
served, looked very much like Mrs* Siddons ; and if there is in fact not 
the most distant likeness^ yet the remark might convince us that I^Irs. 
Jones had seen that justly celebrated actress. The only particular m 
which she varies from the manners of the English ladies is in ber 
ardent aflfection for her husband. lie left her here yesterday, l>eing 
called by his business to Boston, hut is expected here again to-morrow. 
Yet though this absence is so short, yet she could not hear his uame 
mentioned without fetching a deep sigh. She anxiously enquired for 
an opportunity to send a letter to himj and when somebody impru- 
dently suggested that perhaps Mr. Jones would not return till Thurs- 

&cla en route for Eng^Iand ; lived in a flne bouse at the head of Marquand'a wharf; 
collector of the port of Newburyport, 1811-1820; died September 0, 1820, afed 
teveoty-two. J. J, Carrier, '' Oiild Newbury/' pp. 162» tiOB, 710; Hard, U\»i. of 
Euex County, pp. 1748, 1750; S. A. Emt^ry^ Reininiieences. etc . pp. 23'2, 234. 

1 Stephen Hooper (H. C. 17fil). brother of Mra Dukon ; aon of Robert Hoop**r, a 
wealthy mercbantof Mjirblebend, lK>rn Jidy 14,1741 ; died JanORry, 1802, in New- 
bury. He ^aa elected as a FederalUt to thti Mjkijiaohuti^tts Senate in 1615 and I816L 
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day, Bbe held her handkerchief to her ejes to conceal the involuotaiy 
tear which was undoubtedly excited by the distressing idea. A 
number of other cir cum stances, similar to those related, concurred to 
form the opinion which I entertain of Mrs, Jones's character, aud these 
anecdotes may exhibit it perhaps better than the most laboured descrip- 
tion that I could write. This lady has taken so much of my time and 
of my volume that 1 must really wait for other opportunities to speak 
of the other ladies, who were Judge Greeiileaf s daughters, Miss Prince 
and Mi5s Derby, I^Irs. Colli u^ and iltss S. Jenkins » besides Mr. 
Dal ton's own daughters,^ who tell up well. 

27th. Mr. Hutchinson sailed yesterday for Ireland* The weather 
for several days past has been quite moderate ; but this afternoon blew 
up very cold again. I passM the evening with Townsend and Pick man 
at Dr. Sawyer*s,^ Play*d f]uadrill with Mrs. Sawyer and Mrs. Hay. 
The family is very agreeable. 

28th. The severity of the weather has been increasing, and is this 
night but little inferior to the greatest extremities of the winter. Our 
social club met this evening at Little's. The walk was rather long and 
bleak ; hut our enjoyment was sullicient to compensate for that. Not* 
withstanding Mrs. Jonci^'s opinion, I confess I do not dislike cluba. 
I think they may be sociable and friendly without being slavish. 

20th. A number of us spent the evening at Dr. Swett's. I play'd 
on the flute an hour or so. I have heretofore mentioned Mrs* Swett. 
The Doctor perhaps m*Ay come under the denom^i nation of a reformed 
rake. In his youth he was wild, but he has become quite a useful 
man. Such instances are rare I 




Saturday, March Ist, 1788. 

The weather is very severe. The month comes in like a lion, and 
according to the farmer^s proverh it must go out like a lamb. I passed 
my evening in contemplation and in writing at home, and have very 
little to say for this day. 

1 Ruth Hooper Dalton^ bom May 17, 1767, married, Julj 21, 1780^ Louit 
Debloia ; Mary, born March i, 1771i ninrried Leonard White, of Huverhill, August 
21, lliH; Samli, born February UK 1775, diet] unnparried in Wa^ahiDgtoii, D. C, 
Catherine, born April 13, 1777, ilied In Alexandria, Va.j unmarried. G. T. Little, 
The Descendants of George Little, p- 26. 

^ Dr. .Micajah Sawyer (IL C. 17&6K Bon of a physician in Newbury, brother 
in-law of Rev. Ezra Weld» of Braintreei born Jnly, 17S7; married Sibyl, dauyrh- 
ter of Daniel Farabam^ tli^ Loyalist ; oii^mber of the Committee of Safety ap- 
pointed in 1774; treasurer of Duminer Academy 1784-1809; member of the 
American Academy nf Arti and Sciences «nd of the Masaacliu»ett8 Medical 
Society ; died September 20, 1816. Mrs, Sawyer died July 8, 1842, aged nlnety- 
flve. Tbaclier, American Medical Biography, voL ii, pp. 72-74; Appletoa, 
Some Deftceodanta of William Sawyer. 
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2d. We had no meetmg at Parson Carej'a* I was employed in 
writing all the foreaoon j but after dinner went to hear Mr. Spring. 
The speculative seutiments of tliis gentleman upon religion are not 
Bucli aa I should admire. They may, I ihiiik, aafely be called illiberal ; 
though I am sensible such charges are not in general very liberal. 
He has a<tnpted all the fancies of the Hopkintonian * sect, aa they are 
called. These people, while they profess to found their system entirely 
upon disinterested benevoiencej by what appears to me a strange incon- 
sistency suppose that it may he agreeable to the general plan of the 
Btipreme being to condemn to eternal torments all the human race, 
except such as have experieoced the effect of saving grace. The point 
upon which Mr, Spring continually harps is^ that holiness coosists in & 
total exemption from all sel^ah ideas^ and that all sin originates ia 
selfishness. I supiwae be has not preached a sermon these ten jears 
withoujt introducing these favorite sentiments. ITm repetitions are so 
frequent that they become very tiresome to one whom they cannot 
convince. But his delivery is very agreeable; there ia an earnestness 
and a solemnity in his manner which I wish I cotild fitid in preachers 
whose doctrines are more conformable to my ideas of truth. 

3d. The weather coatinues extreme cold. The river is fast as low 
as this town, and many persona have this day crossM it upon the ice. 
Townsend set out to go with rae this evening to Mrs. Emery^s j but 
would not go in when be found there was company there » It was 
Judge Green leaf 8 family. Wo played at cards and back -gammon as 
usual ; and between ten and eleven I came home. Miss Prince ia not 
handsome, but sociable. She k generally called sensible and very agree- 
able ; but I have imbibed an unaccountable prejudice unfavourable to 
ber froai the appearance of her person and manners. Perhaps I 
ought not to commit such a weakness to writing j but indeed it is a 
weakness from which, I believe, very few persons can boast of being 
free. Miss Derby is handsome, but her beauty ie stern and forbidding. 
She is reserved and unsociable ; ber manners are not wholly exempt 
from the appearance of pride. But the effects of this passion, and of 
modest dilIidenco, so different from it, are similar in appearance, and 
when the causes of conduct may be various the most favourable coa^ 
Btniction is always the best The Miss Greeuleafs^ — 

4th» Doctor Kilham ^ went to Boston this day to attend the General 

^ Thi8 18 an obTiouB slip of the pen for " Hopkinsian," the name ^iven to the 
followers of Dr. Samuel Hopkins, pastor at Newport, li. I. (1770-1803). 

2 Dr. KilhaiTj fail&d of re-election j the following year, 1789, an uTisucceesful 
movement was n^nln made m his favor. Its fir«t Btages are described tn a letter 
dated February 2S, 11S% from Jaaies Bridge, then a law Btudent witi* Theophilua 
Parsons, to J* Q. Adams* who was recuperating hia healtfi at Qnlncy. ** The 
attention of the wise beads begins to bo turned pretty strongly towards the 
approachiag elections. The HancockoniauB are bestirring themselves to get 

U 
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Court His opposition to the Federal Constitution has made him so 
onpopuhir in this town that I do uut expect he will be clioseu as Repre- 
ficutative at the next electiou ; and he may, I thiuk^ with this se&siou 
take his leave of the legislatlva body for the present, I passM the 
evening with Townsend and Thompson at Mrs. Atkina*a, The Justice 
was not at home. Between seven and eight o'clock, we were alarmed 
bj the cry of fire ; but it was extinguished before we got to the house. 
While the Doctor is absent, I &haU read more tiiau I can when he is 
here. The intervals between the hours which 1 pass at the office I 
usually spend in conversation with him ; when he is gone I devote 
them to reading, I have taken up the second volume of Gibbon^ 
which I have for a long time laid aside j and I am determined to try 
again to get through this book. I have possessed it several years, and 
have been all the time just about to read it ; but it has been like the 
hinge of Tristram Shandy's door — ^^ never done, because it could he 
done at any time. 

5th. I i>!is3'U the evening with Thompson and Putnam at Mr. Brad- 
buryV Frank came from Boston this morning, and bro't an account 
of the interment of his Honor Thomas Cushing, Esqr., who died last 
week. He has been lieutenant governor of this Commonwealth ever 
since the establishment of the Constitution ; and it is probable there 
will he a vast deal of electioneering intrigue for the diverse candidates 
for the place. The paper also contains au extract from the conclud- 
ing letter of the third volume iti defence of the American Constitu- 
tions, which speaks very favourably of the system proposed by the 
Federal Convention.^ I did not expect it^ and am glad to find I was 
mistaken, since it appears probable the plan will be adopted. We play'd 
cards an hour or two and then amused ourselves with masic There 

tlietr idol continued in the chair and Mr. 8, Adatns into Gen- Lincoln's office. 
Tbey intend aUo to cbange their preaeiit rcprcacntadoa intirely; Inatead of 
Masker FsLTnon&f Coombs anti Marfib.your frletid Doc. Kilham and Capt. Fletctter 
are held up for electioQ. !Mr. Jackson, if tie is not chosen a senator, Is to be 
made the third. Thia inteligenee is trumpeted forth in the streets and murket 
places by Stickney, Sweeny the barber, and Billings Putnuui. The opposite 
party are lying upon their oars, in expectation of out master's relurn. Doc. 
Kilham's political resurrection might have furnished you with an entertaining 
subject of speculation. lie was first seen riding out with Marfjuand, next h© 
rode out with a large party of us to Mn jor C offings of New -town ; soon after some 
of our respeetable folks were seen to pull off tbeir hats to him as be pa»s*d the 
insurance office, CoL Wiggleswortb and some others got him to tlieir bouseg 
next, and now 't would he difficult to catch blm ai home. He wants no further 
assistance, but to be puffed in the Essex Journal which you will be seasonably 
here to execute, if so inclined." In 1802 President Jefferson appointed him 
a Commissioner of Bankruptcy in MaasacbuBetts ; in 1S06, 1807, 1810 and 18tl 
he lerred on the Governor's Coimcil, and in 1814 was & member of Iho Stat« 
Senate. See supra^ pp. 32, 67. 

1 John Adams, Works, toL vi. pp* 219, 220, 
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were several young kdies present, Mibb Harrietts * companions ; a sett 
that are almost always together, and who have at least more personal 
beauty tlian any equal uumher of other unmarried ladies in this town. 
Miss Wigglesworth - is about seventeen. Her stature is rather diminu- 
tive ; but Mmaihiess is said to be one of the essential requisites of pretti- 
ness. Her features are regular and her shape admirably proportioned. 
Her disposition h said to be amiable ; but she talks very little. The 
greatest defect which I have observed in her is a frequent smile, 
which is certainly either unmeaning or insulting. The only method I 
cau pursue when I catch her eye is to smile too ; and by this means 
put her out of countenance. Thus much for the present. I will take 
some other opportunity to mention the other stars that form this 
GonstellatioD. 

6th. We met in the evening at Futnam*s chamber. I did not pass 
my time so agreeably as I usually do these evenings, Townsend and 
Amory were there, and, instead of devoting our hours to free and unre- 
strained conversation, we lost them in playing on the violin and Qute. 
Between nine and ten we retired, 

7th. The weather begins to abate of its severity j yet people cross 'd 
the river on the ice all this day. Townsend and Pickman this after- 
noon went to Salem, I was at home all the evening, and Thompson 
spent part of it with me. He intends to quit his school in three or 
four weeks ; and 1 hope I shall then enjoy more of his company. 

8tb. I this day got through ray folio of Lord Coke, whiob has 
been hanging heavy upon me these ten weeks. It contains a vai^t deal 
of law learning, but heaped up in such an incoherent mass that I 
have derived very little benefit from it, — indeed I think it a very im- 
proper book to put into the hands of a student just entering upou the 
acquisition of the profession, I am persuaded I might have spent the 
time which has been eraploy'd in reading this book to much better 
advantage, and that a twelvemonth hence I could have read it in less 
time and with more profit* But if this be the case how much more 
laborious must the study have been when this was the only elementary 
book of the profession. The addition of WootFa Institutes, and more 
eapeciatlj of Blackstone^s Commentaries, has been an inestimable ad- 
vantage to the late students in the profession. In the afteruoon I 
read a few pages in Blacks tone," and the contrast was like descending 

1 Han-iet Bnidbury, daughter of Theopliilua Bradbury ; horn in 1773 ; mamiad 
Thomas W. Hooper (H. C. 1789), son of Stephen Hooper, W» B. LapharHj 
Bradbury Memorial, p. S9. 

' PreBumiibly Sarah, daughter of Colonel Edward Wigglesworth, horn De- 
cember 18, 1770; Diairied Francis Mieliael Bequet, Se| item her 18, 17113* Colonel 
Wipgles worth (R C. 1761) served as a colonel in the Contmental army from 
1776 to 1779, and was then a merchant at New bury port, 

i The recogmitioa of Blackstone'a merit was immediate and decuiTe. Coke* 
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from a rngged^ danger on b and almost inaccessible mountain into ft 
beautiful plain, where the uuboiitided prosj>ect on every side presents 
the appearance of fertility^ I read with more advantage than usual, 
as I was wholly aloue in the office all day. I spent the evening in my 
own room uninterraptcd by any intrusion. I proceed in the second 
volume of Gibbon, about fifty |iagea a day. 

9 th. Parson Carey got out to meetiiig this forenoon ; but he was 
still BO weak that the effort was too great. He was scarcely able to get 
through the morning exercises ; and in the afternoon the church wa» 
again destitute. I went to hear Parson SpriEig rattle away upon dism- 
terested benevolence, and pas8*d the evening at home. 

10th. Pass'd tlie evening and eupped with Thompson at Dr, 
Sawyer*8i Mr* Russell was there; he came from Porta month this 
moruing and returna to Boston with Mr a. Hay, to-morrow. We play*d 
quadrill. Mr. Farnham^ took an hand^ and is skilled io all the 
trifling conversation of a card-table. Every one, it is said^ posseases his 
peculiar excellence, Mr. Farnham's talent lies in the science of polifce- 
nesa. He understands to perfection all the nice and subtle distinctions 
between confidence and assurance^ between ease of behaviour and famil- 
iarity, between elegance and foppery, &C., a science in which I am very 
ignorant, as in all others, 

11 th. Town 8 end a ud Pickman returned this afternoon from Salem. 
Towuaend haa been on to Boston and to Medfield ; be brought me two 
or three letters. I passed the evening with Thompson at Captain 
Coombs*fl, Mr, Cutler came in soon after us. There are several 
young ladies there* The Miss Coombn's are neither of them hand- 
tome, and I have not suOicient acquaintance with them to form an ac- 
curate opinion. Fanny Jenkins is perhaps twenty one. A countenanoe 
more amiable than beautiful is her greatest personal onmment ; she is 
cot tall enough to have an elegant form, but wbeu she smiles such a 
lovely disposition beams in her eyes that no one could wish her more 
handsome. She talks much and tolerably well, but when a young lady 
[hjaa BO excellent a temper, 

** Let her speak and whatever she say, 
Methinks 1 ahould love her the more.*' 

Her iieter Nancy is about seventeen. She is tall and beautiful iQ 
couutenance and iu the form of a person, not less sociable but kas sensible 

Littleton, first publialied in 1<52S, did not reach the thirteenth edition until 1788. 
Blockstone tn 1787, eighteen years After the puhlicatioD of the L&Bt volume, had 
already poB^eil thron^^h ten editlonB. 

1 Frobiihly William Famhnm, a brother-in-law of Dr, Sawyer. Alice Tucker 
wrote under date of Sun^hiy, August 2S, 1789, "After meeting Mr. Fiirnhftru 
drank tea with ua — a geotlumiyi with manneffl oi toft oa silk*" J^I^iuscnpt 
jounmL 
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than Fanny* She has read too many novels; her expressions are 
romanticj and her ideas are far otherwise. Her disposition ia, I believe, 
good; and a few years may cool her down to an agreeable sensible 
girl : now, it may suffice to say, she is young. But, after all, the best 
object of description ia Mr. Cutler. He is somewhat singular, but it re- 
quires a nmeh longer acquaintance to form a just opinion of the char- 
acter of a man than of a woman : the distinguishing traits are deeper 
and much mora numerous^ for which reason and some others, I will 
defer speaking of Mr. Cutler to some future opportunity, 

12th. I dined with Townsend at Mrs. llooper^s. Amory went to 
Portsmouth on Monday, with several of his friends They return'd 
this day to dinner at Davenport's. We called to see them, and sat 
with them drinking and singing till five o'clock, when the[y] went for 
Ipswich. I pass'd the evening with Pickman, at Doctor Smith's. 
Townsend went there with us^but found himself so unwell that he ivent 
home very early. His cough haa returned, with several dif^agreeahle 
■ymptoma. I fear exceedingly that he is not long for this world. We 
play'd whist an hour or two at Dr* Smith's, and between ten and 
eleven retired. 

13th. Thompson, Pickman and Little paaa'd the eve at my lodgings, 
Townsend was so unwell that he could not come, and Putnam went 
home some days since, and has not yet return'd. The offit^e for a week 
past has been tolerably dear, aod I have made considerable progress 
in Blacks tone. 

14th. Mr, Parsons rettim'd this afternoon from Boston, where the 
Supreme Judicial Conrt and the General Assembly are now sitting. I 
called with Pickman to see Townsend, who is now confined to the 
house, and pass'd an hour or two with him. And for this day I have 
nothing more to say, 

15tb. I called this evening at Putnam's lodgings, and pasa'd an ho^r 
or two with him. He went home last Sunday intending to be absent 
about a week; but he returned yesterday without com pleating his visit. 
I told him some time ago^ that I expected he would not be absent long 
from this town with any satisfaction to himself. He says he ia happy 
as the day is long. He admires Newbury* Port exceedingly, and never 
enjoy 'd himself more tlian he has for the six months past. He says 
he is not in love, and that is not the least reaiion from which I con- 
elude that he is. A young lady similar in her manners, and perhaps 
in her disposition to him, has engaged his affections; and the schemes 
which he forms to be in company with her, and the mauifest fondness 
which appears when he is with her, more than outweigh his declara- 
tions ; which, in cases less justiBable than the present, are not always 
oon sis tent with truth. 

16th. In the forenoon I attended at Mr. Carey's meeting The man 
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that appeared in (be pulpit I coocludod very soon was a son of Dart- 
mouth. All was common -place ; bis ideas were trifling, his language was 
iiielegatit, and hia manner was an unsuccesBfuI attempt to the florid. 
He apostropliised Innocence, and said she was charming. In short h© 
appeared to me to have all the defects, without one of the excelleuciefl 
of a jonthful, irregular imagination. After meeting was over I heard 
his name was Oliver,* and that he is settled at Beverley, I had quite 
enough of him in hearing him once^ and therefore in the afternoon I 
went to hear Mr. Spring, who entertained me much better, though I 
am not a great admirer of his doctrine- 

17tb. Mr* Parsons held a Conrt ihis forenoon at ten ; and at the 
fame hour I attended at Mr. Atkins'Sj with several actions brought 
before bim, Mr. Parsons in the afternoon went from home to return 
to Boston* I pass'd tbe evening at Mrs. Hooper's; played qnadrill aa 
tisnal. 

18tb. I am sinking again into the earae insipidity which I have so 
often lamented. The circumstances which daily occur are now more 
than ever alike, for I not only spend the whole day in tbe same occupa- 
tion at the oflice ; bnt as Townsend is unwell and confined to bis lodg- 
ings I pass almost all my evenings with him. We have no news stir- 
ring of any kind, and as Dr» Kilham said to me a short time before he 
went to Boston, " 1 am tired to death of seeing one day only the dull 
duplicate of another." 

19th. The weather was dnllj gloomy, and part of the day rainy. 
Amory invited me to dine with bim and Stacey and Azor Orne at 
Davenport's, but I did not feel inclined that way, I calPd at Mrs. 
Hooper's in the evenings and spent a couple of hours with Townsend, 
The lads who dined at Davenport's warm'd themselves so well with 
Madeira, that at about seven o'clock this evening, they all set out upon 
an expeiliiion to Cape-Ana to attend a ball there this nighL Twenty 
Beven miles in such weather and such roads after seven o*clock at night, 
to attend a hall would look extravagant in a common person ; but it 
Is quite characteristic of Amory. 

20th. Thnrsday. We met this evening at Thompson's. Pickman 
came, but rather late in the evening. Young Sawyer ^ was there like- 
wise. He spends the present quarter at home by order of the college 
government, I have not a very high opinion of hia abilities; still 
lees of his improvements, and least of all of his moral character. One 
thing, however, may be said in hia favour, — be is handsome in his per- 



1 Daniel Oliver (Dartmouth 17SS), bom in Boston April 4» 1753 ; pastor at 
Bevcrlj 1787-17t>7; misBionary in Roxbury and Boston; died September 14, 
18-10, at Rorbury. General Catalogue of Dartmouth College. 

^ William Sawyer (H. C 1788), ion of Dr. Mlcajah Sawyer ^ bora February 1, 
1771; a phyeJchm; died in Botton, April 18, 18^9. 
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BOTi, His father is a very respectable, worthy man, and the family to 

whicti lie belongs ia very agreeable, 

[N* B. This opmion of Sawyer ditl him great injustice. April, 1790*] 

21 at. I can read tolerably well when I am alone iu the otfice, and 
make as much progress in one diiy as I can sometimes in a week when 
all the other gentlemen are here. I have read through the first vol- 
ume and made some progress iu the second of Blackstone, And I 
read it, I think^ with more advantage than I did the iir&t time ; but mj 
progress l& slow, too slow. 

22d. Amory and Stacey returned from their expedition. They got 
to Cape-Ann at about twelve on Wednesday night, and were about two 
hours at the hall* On Thursdiij they proceeded to Marblehead, and 
attended at the assembly which was held there. Last night they 
patrolVi the Btreeta of Salem, serenading the houses, and came home 
this afternoon compleately fatigued, Mr. Parsons arrived in town too 
this morning from Boston, and held a Court for taking cognizance of 
Mr. Atkins's actions. Pickman pass'd the evening with ua at Mra, 
Hooper's. Mr. Cutler was likewise there. 

23d. Putnam had agreed to go with me, and hear Parson Tucker 
preach this forenoon ; but some circu instance prevented him ; bo I went 
alone. The Dr, gave m a very good sermon upon the education of 
children. I went home with Mr. Tracey to dinner, and Plvkman soon 
came iu. We dined and pass'd the afternoon with Mr. Tracey,^ 

1 Nfithaniel Tracy (tl. C* 17C9), classtnat© of Tbeophilaa Parsons and of 
Jamos Whithrop, the librarian at Harvard ; tliirty-six years of age ; educated at 
Hurvard and at Yale : eon of Patrick Tracy, who presented him on his marriage in 
1175 to the beauty, Mary Le^t of Marblebt^ad, with the finest houee Jn Newbury- 
port, the brick building on State Street now occupied by tlie Public Library. 
In August, 1775, he sent out the firat prirateer from Newhuryport ; 1776-1783 
he sent to sea, as priocipal owner, twenty-four cruisers manned by 2,800 men that 
captured P20 sail and with them 2,225 prisoners of war ; during the same penod 
he sent, as prindpal owner, 110 merchant vessels, all but thirteen of wlikh 
were lost or captured before the end of the war ; during the early years of the 
Eovolution he prospered greatly, — had fine horses and the richest of household 
flppoiiitmcDts; kept a pleasure barge on Kimbairs Pond for fishing-parties; 
•'owned an admirable farra in Newbury, where he could breakfast; Ten-Hill 
farm at Med ford, where he could dine ; and his Vassall House at Cambridge, 
Washington's Quarters, where he might pass the night.*' Tliomas Jefferson visited 
him and sailed with him on his ship ** Ceres" to England in 1784. In 178G he 
found himself hopelessly bankrupt, and retired to the stone mansion (already a 
century old) of the Spencer-Pierce farm on the Merrimac River in Newbury. 
Here he died September 20, 1790 (Mary Tracy selling the farm for S12,8O0j. See 
J. J. Currier, ''Ould Newbury/* pp. 26-41, 651-560, with a portrait of Nathaniel 
Tracy and views of the farm-house. See also an article by Colonel Samuel Swett 
(son of Dr. John Barnard Swett) in the " Newhuryport Herald; ' November 23, 1805 
(Boston Public Library, No. *44B4.55), and an article by Mrs. Harriet Preacott 
Spo^ord in " Harper's Magazine ** for July, 1375. The figures &s to his mercantile 
ftud warlike Teutorei dmring the war are taken from ui e£ parte itatemeal^^A 
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This gentleman was m tho course of tlio war peculiarly forttinata 
and accumulated an immenae fortune ; but he has since l^een equiillj 
ut^luckily and is now very much reduced. The gencrosltj of his heart 
ta equal to any estate whatever ; and although he haa not been bo 
prudent as might be wishM, yet every one who is acquainted with him 
must lament bia misfortunea, and heartily wish he may retrieve bis 
affairs. We rode into town in the iM^giunirig of the evening as the 
weather was rainy. We stop'd at Mrs. Ilooper'a. We found Misa 
Cazneau there ; and Thompson and Putnam came in soon after. The 
evening was dull. SIiss Cazneau would sing; and murdered two or 
three songs. A specimen of Townseud's wit Bet us to laughing. 
Mr, Parsons set out this morDing to go to Boston, but the weather 
being disagreeable he return'd borne after proceeding three or four 
miles. * « • 

24th. I attended at Mn Atkins's Court; and appeared to the ac- 
tions. Mr. Marquandj who had been aummooed there, appeared and 
somewhat diverted us by his impetwosity. I met young Thomas in 
tbe street, who gave me some iiiiormation from Cambridge, This 
being the last day of service, we have been uncommonly busy in 
the office in copying tbe writs and making ont records according to the 
Justice's act, which is useless and even troublesome on every account. 
I this day finished reading Gibhon'a History, which I have had a 
long time without perusing. It has given me much information upon 
a part of history with which I was hut Httle acquainted. The style upon 
the whole, I think, is elegant, hut bis manifest partiality against the 
Christian religion is equally injurious to his character as a philosopher 
and as an historian. He affects to despise those men who from a zeal- 
ous attachment to their religion have adopted the effusions of enthnsi- 
asm as readily as the pure and indisputable relations of history ; while 
he is himself guilty of the other extreme, which in my mind is much less 

petition to Congress, See K V. Smitli, Hist of Ne^fboryport, p. 107. Alice 
Tucker wrote, October 20, 1780: "Just at dusk, 1 took a walk to IHr. Nat. 
Tracy V This antique building U situated in the very bosom of retirement, 
and it surroiioiled by well cuLtivAted Qelda and ganleait. You hare iu view a 
tliick wood, and a pretty water prospect completes the landscape. I found Mrs. 
Tracy, droaa'd genteelly, sitting at her tea table with her children about her. She 
is a Tery handsome accompltshed woman, ami knows Tery well how !o keep up 
her dig^nity.** A little over a year Inter f*lie described another visit : '* As soon 
as we pot to their yard a neat lookinp UTnid came out to open the jrate for us, 
and conducted us into the house and into the dining chanabor, which i« spacious 
and has a genteel and an airy appearance considering its antiquity. Mrs. Tracy 
received with that politeness which is so natural to a well bred woman. Our re- 
past was slender ; two cups of tea, and one small piece of l>i»cuit After tea the 
children came from the nursery; [fom] and with them an illegitimate orphan eaird 
Lucy [UitgiHe]. . . . How fortunate are such children when they meet with 
relations or friends that are disposed to ^re them suitable educations/' Hanii* 
icript journal of Alice Tucker, December 13^ 1790. 
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excusable. Knox/ however, isj I believe, too severe when Le says that 
this writer by a meretricious and a^ected stile far beneath the native dig- 
nity and simplicity of the ancients has caught the transient applause of 
the public, — and iiideed the occasion upon which he passes this jtidgmeut 
renders the censure very reprehensible, The reflection upon Julian's 
leaviiig Paris ^ was to me one of the most ingenious passages in the 
book; and Knox, by Betting himself up as the champion of English 
prejudicee, cannot he quoted by a neutral person as im authority of 
great weight. 

25th, Copies of all the actions which are to be entered at the next 
Court of Common Pleas were this day sent to Salem to be filed in 
the clerk's oflice, seven days before tbe sitting of the court, as the law 
directs* And as we have now got through the hurry of business, we 



^ YtcessiTniiB Knox, in alter for tbirty-three years of a Bchool at Tuttbridge, 
England. The passage referred lo reads aa followa : '* A writer of hmtory, who, 
by an aSected and menetricious style, urdiki^ the manlineM of the elasaieal niDdet, 
has caui^'ht the tranj»ient ap[)lause of fneliioti, aud ]who BeeniEi to be ambitioiis uf 
afquiiitig distiiictiim by recommeixdhig jofldeiity and liberttiHsm on i-risciple, 
speiiUfi, consistently with hhiiself, thtia liighly of Fa kn en manners ; those effein* 
inate manners which, in tlie honeat warmth of an Engbsbraan, I have been led, 
in thia section, and on all occaaioris to reprobate: ... I cannot think it eontist- 
ent with a good citizen and a Lovur of one'e country to admire and extol the mar' 
lial spirit of that nation, which haa so often been most hosiile to all we hold dear, 
and behaved with fiucii perfidy as would stiguiattze an individual in private Life 
with perpetual disgrace. 

" As a superintendent of education^ I think myself bound thus publicly to dis- 
approve, on every proper occasion, alt works which tend to insinuate corrupt and 
intldel principles into the bosoms of ingenuous youth. All may err from paatioa, 
and be pardoned; btit to defend and even recommend, moral eorrnption on prin- 
ciple, 19 a kind of wickedness wbicli even candour must condemn as diaboiicaL'* 
Liberal Education : or a Practical Treatise on tbe Methods of acquiring Useful 
and Polite Learning, lOtb edit. 1789, voL ij. pp. 307-^09- " It was a mean 
subterfuge to make history the oblique cbnnncl of theological infidelity* An 
ingenuous young man takes up the book, from the laudable motive of improving 
his mind with historical knowledge. But, as he reads, be finds himself corrupted, 
and is cheated into irreligiou and libertiniam." V. Kaox, Essays Moral and Lit- 
erary, 17i'3, vol L p. 110. 

The pop'ilar prejudice was so strong that the President of Harvard CoUego 
deemed it wise to announce publicly in the " Columbian Centiuel," Noveml>er IG, 
ITJ], that "Gibbon's History wa8 never thought of "for the Harvard curricu- 
lum, that MiIlot*s Elements were preferred ; — the latter a history in five vol* 
umes aggregating some two thousand pages, translated flrom the French of the 
Abbe Millot and written under an order of the Duke of Parma. October 26, 
1786, J. Q, Adams wrote : *' I employ moat of my time at present In reading tiio 
Abb(? Millot's Element a of History. They are well written but very concise. He 
is quite philosophical : in some passages perhaps too much so. At least be calls 
in question many histoncal facts without sufBcient reason, I think. Ilia reflec- 
tion?*, which seem to form the greatest part of the work, are for the most part 
just, and display much humanity, which is an essential requisite in an blstoriaiL" 

^ Gibbon, Decliue and F&U, chapter xxii. 

16 
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have this day been very idle. IMr. Parson a has been talking all day 
with fiome one or other ^ho came to the oilce. Much of our time is 
lost iQ thiis manner; and if we complain we are told we must learn to 
read without suiJering ourselves to be interrupted by any noise what- 
ever — a direction with which* I believe^ I shall never he able to com- 
ply. And it would be much more a^jreeablu to me^ if he would 
receive his company in tbe other room, and spare us the trouble of 
an apprenticeship to an art which we cannot acquire. 

2Gth. I look a long walk this* afternooo with Putnam, and as we 
came back we stop'd at Mrs. Hooper^s. Townsond is still there^ the 
weathf^r beiug so unsettled that he has not ventured to go much from 
the house yet. lie must, however, go in a few days so [to] Ipswich 
as he ia to be sworn in at that Court. We p]ay*d quadrilL Miss 
Knight and Miss Phillips were there; with the latter of thetiC ladies 
I have never hitherto had any acquaintance. I weBt a mile with her^ 
after ten, to wait on her hooiej and on tbe way met Master Thompson, 
but as I returned I could not oveitake him. 

27th. I went with Pickman^ Amory, Stacey, and Putnam to Salis- 
bury, to see a vessel launch*d. She stuck as she went off. We diucd 
there, but the party was very far from being agreeable. A. Orue is an 
habitual debauchee who at tbe age of five oriiix and twenty has brought 
upon himself tlie infirmities of old age. He is one of those human 
beings wliora to see is to despise- The description in the choice of 
Hercules beautifully expresses the character. At abont five in tbe after- 
noon, I returu*d with Pickman and Putnam to New^bury-Port, and 
from thence walked up to Little's, where we fouud Tbompson and Saw- 
yer. We pasii'd the evening agreeably ; and much more to our satisfac- 
tion than we could have done with tbose other lads whom wo left at 
Salisbury. 

Tast happiness enjoy the gay Allies t 
A Youth of Follies ; an old ago of Cares: 

Young, yet enervate ; old yet never wise ; 
Vice wastes their vigour, and their Mind impairs. 

28th. The weather was pleasant Townseod rode this day. I 
paasM the evening with him* and found Miss Knight at Mrs, Hooper's* 
After having dismissed two or three inconstant Buitors, she ia now 
addreaa'd hy a Mr, Gregory from BostoUj to whom she will probably 
soon be united. 

With all the charms of beauty richly fraught, 

Lucinda's form my fond attention caught. 

A faultless person and a lovely mind, 

I found with wonder^ were in her combin'd 

Deficient only in a single part, 

She wanted uothiag but a feeling heart* 
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Calm and uoruffled aa a Snmmer Sea, 
From Pasflious* galea Lucinda*© breast is free, 
A faithlesa lover she may well defy 
Recall her heart nor breathe a aiDglo sigh 
And should a second prov^e iucenstant too 
She*changes on till she can find one true.i 

Such a character may be esteemed ; it may likewise be beloved, for she 
has had more than one lover ; but their unsteadiaesa may possibly derive 
some excuse from this very disposition of hers j for my own part^ I 
never conld conceive such sentiments with respect to her as would 
enable me to be inconstant 

29 tb, I received two or three letters for Little, and after finishing 
the day at the office, I went and delivered them. He went with me 
a,nd passed the evening with Townsend, BIr. Morland came in to wait 
on Miss Knight home ; but she preferred staying a day or two longer 
where she was. Mr. Cutler was an hour or two with us. Sometime 
after ten^ I came home, 

30th* Parson Toppan of Newtown preached at our meeting this 
day. I attended all day and w:is very much pleased with his ingenuity. 
He is qnite orthodox enough, although he baa contended with Mr. Spring 
upon some very knotty points. His delivery is not gracefuli nor even 
agreeable ; bot the sound sense and ingenuity which appear in his ser* 
mona more than compensate for defects which are so conomon- I 
have read through Knox's treatise upon Education,^ and in general am 
much pleased with it. If his censores of the present times did not 
some times border upon ill-nature, aod if he had not professed to main- 
tain the advantages of prejudice and partial ity» I should place much 
greater confidence in hia opinion ; but his comptaints in many cases are 
but too just and too applicable to the manners of this country, 

31st. Mr. Parsons held a Justice's Court for the trial of a trifling 
action of trover and conversion, — the dispute was about COO feet of 
pine boards. The witnesaes on both sides were examined, and, after a 
trial of two hours, Mr, Parsons advised them to settle the matter between 
themselves withotit any judgment* which they accordingly did. The 
weather for a day or two past has been very mild and pleasant ; verify- 
ing the vulgar saying» mentioned at the beginning of the month. I walked 
with Putnam this afternoon, and passed the evening with Townsend. 

Tuesday, April Ist, 1788. 

The Court sits this day at Ipswich, Mr. Parsona went in the after- 
noon. I dined with him. Plckman gone to Salem, so that for two or 

1 *'The Vision/' in " Poemi of Religion and Society/' by J- Q. Adams (1850), 
p. Ill, 

3 ViccsBimua Knox ( 1 752-1 &21), Llbond Education, or a Practical Treatiie 
on the Methods of acq^uiring Useful and Polite Learning. Loadon, 178L 
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three days I have been wholly alone at the office. Putnam took a 
long walk with me ; he has been amusing himself with Stacey this day 
by the prescriptive privilege of deceiving* The manner was imprudent 
and the thing itself beneath his years ; but there is a pleasure in play- 
ing the fool at times ; and perhaps these are peculiarly excusable. As 
we returned from our walk, I stop*d in at Mrs. Hooper's to pass the 
last evening with Town sen d» Parson Basa was there> but soon went 
oflF. Amory took his usual rout*; a Mr* Gartz, who belongs to Balti- 
more, Mr, Cutler aod Thompson were with us all the evening ; and we 
left them a little after ten. 

2d, This day Town send and Amory finally left us and were to be 
BWorn into the Court of Common Pleas at Ipswich. They entered the 
office both nearly at the same time, aad have both continued here more 
than three years. Their characters and dispositions are essentially dif- 
ferent. With Townsend I have been very intimate ever since I came to 
this town, but my acquaintance with Amory has only been such as neces- 
sarilj followed from being so frequently with him* Townsend is in 
his twenty fifth year. Ilia genius is very good, and somewhat eoceDtric 
While at College, and for some time afteri be laboured under great dis- 
advantages from his narrow circurastaaces ; but for three or four years 
past he has been well supported by a wealthy uncle who has no chil- 
drcn, and who will probably leave him somcLbing, Since he came here 
his studies have repeatedly been interrupted ; and he has been obliged to 
attend for months together tipon his brother, who died la^t summer la 
a conaumption. The time which he could spend here was generally 
well employ 'd« His disposition was easy and con ten ted ; rather apt to 
contract prejadicefl either favourable or unfavorable to persona from their 
first appearance ; his friendships very strong, and his aversions rather 
severe. He was attacht^d to bis opinions, and would defend them with 
warmth ; so that many of his acquaintance think him obstinate. But 
he has frequently said, and, I believe, justly, that obstinacy consists in 
persevering in an opinion without being willing to defend it whea 
attacked, not in being unwilling to give it up without sufficient grounds 
to conclude it erroneous ; and if his definition be true I do not think 
he can properly [be] called obstinate. Upon general subjects his 
Bentiments coincided very well with mine; but we differed very fre- 
quently in descending to particulars. Generosity, humanity and be- 
nevolence are the ornaments of his heart, and in short from his whole 
character I have such an attachment for him^ that I shall regret much 
his lettving this town. My anxiety for his health increases this regret; 
his disorder is alarming, and by so much the more as it has been pecu- 
liarly fatal to his family, Amory I will mention to-morrow. I took a 
walk with Putnam this afternoon, atid as we retumt;d Putnam urged 
me to go in to Dr. Smith's^ to which I finally agreed. Putnam passed 





DIARY OF JOHN QUIHCY ADAMS. 



117 



ft number of high eocomiiima upon Miss Smith; but as soon as we 
went into the house I found Miss Bradbury there ; which explained 
Putnam's eagerness, I eat and conversed till about nine o^clock, and 
then came off, leaving my companion with liis Dnlcinea there, 

3d. Thompson went yesterday morning to Ipswich^ and returned 
last evening. I diced with him to day* Frank Bradbury and Putnam 
were likewise there. Amory and Townsend were sworn into Court 
yesterday in the afternoon, and immediately went on to Salem. Amory, 
whom I promised to mention this day^ is about twenty three. At a very 
early period of life he was engaged in scenes of intemperance and de- 
bauchery, and contracted a fondness for them which he has not yet 
conquered. His imagination is lively and his apprehension uncommonly 
quick ; but a great degree of volatility and unBteadinesa render aJl his 
reforming resolutions abortive. With any particular object before him 
ho is indefatigably active and industrious ; but when it is on[c]e accom- 
plished he too often relapses into dissipation and inattention. Of almost 
three years and a half which have past since he entered Mr. Parsona's 
oihce, he has not, I suppose, spent two in this town, and of that time 
perhaps he has not employ *d one half in the office. Yet such are his 
natural advantages for improvement that, in the short time which ho 
has devoted to study, be baa acquired almost as much knowledge of 
the Law as a common person would, who should have been attentive 
through the whale period. Notwithstanding his habits of intemperance 
he has formed a tender connection with a young lady in this town, 
who is undoubtedly firmly persuaded that he will marry her. It will 
certainly be a great misfortune to her, should she be disappointed ; for 
after so long^ aud so great an intimacy, with a young fellow whose 
principles and practice are so repugnant to the general ideas of mo- 
rality and religion, it must be supposed that any other young gentleman 
would be somewhat punctilious before he would venture to pay Ma 
addresses to her. Unfortunately the same causes which are prejudicial 
to her reputation will tend to render him faithless and inconstant. All 
that can be hoped is (and it is devoutly to be wished) that his native 
good sense and strength of mind will rise superior to all his youthful 
follies, and that of all the heterogeneoius qualities which compose his 
charficter, the good only will remain. His manners and address are 
remarkably agreeable and insinuating, and he possess[es] candour to 
applaud in others even those virtues of which he is most destitute. In 
short we may fairly say that, without an essential alteration in hi a 
course of life, he will ever be a worthless character ; but that, with 
such alterations as time and experience may very well produce, he may 
become one of the best and most useftil men in tlie Commonwealth.^ 

* William Amory, bom in Boston ; a graduate of HarTard (1784) ; died in 
1792, aged twenty-iereD. He married the youtig lady referred to in the text, 
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Dr. KUhjun returned this aftenioon from Boston, and Mr. Parsons 
from IpswidL I took a long walk after dinner with Patnam, F. Brad- 
harr. and Thompson, and we passed the evening at Putnam's lodgings. 

4ch. The weather has been rather disagreeable this day. In the 
eTening I went with Thompson and Putnam to Mr. Bradbury's, where 
we found a large company. Mr. W. Parsons and his wife, Mr. 
Sigoumer and his enamorata, and an innumerable quantity of Miss 
Gr^enleafs. We pass'd the evening as usual, singing, playing cards, 
4b e. Mr. Sigoumer has a very good voice, and entertained the company 
much more than such exercises generally do. We retired between ten 
and eleven oVIock. 

5th. Rain\i again a great part of the day. Putnam pass'd the even- 
ing at my Kvlgiugs. We conversed upon a variety of subjects. I am 
more pleaseil with him than I was while we were classmates. He is 
not exempt from that puerility which I mentioned as constituting his 
character ; and I have sometimes seen him exert a degree of little cun- 
ning to obtain an end in trifles where it was totally unnecessary even to 
serve his own purpose. But he b good-natured and friendly ; willing 
and ready to oblige ; easy and contented ; enjoying the present and 
looking forward to futurity without sufficient anxiety to embitter his 
happiness. I often envy him his feelings. For *'who by taking 
thought can add one cubit to his stature?" The prospects of life 
which are before me are by far the most frequent employment of my 
thoughts ; and according to the different temperature of my spirits, I 
am sometimes elated with hope, sometimes contented with indifference, 
but often tormented with fears, and depressed by the most discouraging 
apiH^aranws. Such reflections serve only to deprive me of my present 
«tujoYnients; after all, the events which time is to produce must take 
their innirse and ** sulHcient surely to the day b the evil thereof." 

t»th. A Parson Allen preach'd this day for Mr. Carey. I went to 
hear hiu\ in the forenoon. His sermon was sensible, but his delivery 
wa^ quite diMgrei'able. His manner of speaking was so singular that 
»everal timtvi it was with difficulty I restrained myself from laughing. I 
did not fet»l a great inclination to hear him again, and I therefore went 
in the HfterniHUi and heart! ^Ir. Murray. He is an orator ; but if he 
did not U^tray such a cinisciousness of his own powers, while in the 
pulpit* he would Ix* much more pleasing to me. There is no situation, 
perlmi^t in which that consummate art of concealing art is more requi- 
ii(t0 timu in the desk. Art is undoubteilly necej^sary in speaking to 
(Mviuumnd the attention of an audience ; but if that art is apparent the 
iiolen\uity of the iH\>asion greatly tends to increase the disgust which I 
alwM^'M \HMuviYO against affectation. For when a preacher appears so 

«i\\l \\ik\\ two ^AUtfhti^M. Ilo had already been admitted to practiae before tha 
MH|^r¥iutf ^'uurl ol Ma»Mchu»«tt«. 



DIAEY OF JOHN QUIKCY ADA3I8. 



119 



wholly occapied with the admiration of his own rhetorical talents, it 
seems he can have bat little concern for the important subject of which 
Lis eloquence is only the instruuieDt, and wliich ought to be the chief, 
1 had almost said the only, object of his thoughts. 

7th. I went witli Thompsou to Mr Atkius's, to answer to an action 
which we had brought before him this day. The lirst Monday in 
April, he'wg the day appointed by the Constitution for the choice of 
Governor, LieuteoaQt Governor and Senators, the town meeting here 
began at ten in the morning, and the poll was closed at fuur in the 
afternoon. Mr Hancock and General Lincoln had a great majority 
in this town, as well as in Xewbury, and a FoEleml list of Senators ; 
for Fed and anti are the only distinctions at this diiy. Mr. S. Ad Jim 8 
had a number of votes for Lieutt, Governor, but, for what reason I 
cannot tell, all the induence was against him. The revolution that 
has taken place in sentiments within one twelve month past must be 
astonishing to a person unacquainted with the weaknt^ssea, the follies, 
and the vices of human nature* The very men who at the last election 
declared that the Commonwealth would he rnintd if Mr. Ilaneock was 
chosen have now done every thing to get him in. And the other side 
are equally capricioos.* We have not yet got suflicieuily settled to 

1 A letter ^written by J. Q. Adams to his father, and dated Braintree, June 30, 
1787, dcscribea the conditioDs attending the etecttoas of the prcc<idmg year. It 
reads aa follows : — 

*^ . . Jlr. Hancock wm again elected govemour thi9 year, and oat of 18,000 
votes he had more than 13,000> This plainly sliows that the people in general are 
d lis pleased with so me pan of Mr. Bawdom'a conduct : but it i& the caprice of a a 
ungrateful populace, for which it niuat ever he iuipossible to acctmnt Mr* Han- 
cock ia very much involved in debt, if common report he trucj it ia even confl- 
deutly asserted tliat hlti present estate would not by any nieans do justice to hia 
creditors. It is therefore concludeij that he would favour tender acts, paper 
curreDeies and all lliO«*e m ensures, whicli would give the sanclimi of the law to 
private fraud and villainy : it was Bupiwsed that a Senate and an House of Repre- 
seDtalivea would be chosen, perfecdy willing to abolish all contracts public and 
private, ready in short to redreas the people's grievances, that is, to gratify their 
passions and j nstify their crimes. But these fears were not entirely well grounded ; 
there are indeed several Senators and many Hepresentativea, who would stick at 
nothing. A Willard, a Drury, a Whitney, and many others, who have openly 
espoused the cause of treason and rcbollion, are uonr among the legislators of tho 
C4»untry ; intestinam aliquam quotitlie pernicieui reipnblicsj molient^s. There is 
hitwever in both brandies of the legislature a majority of well meaning men, 
who will snpport the dignity of the government, and who will not prostitute the 
honour of their country. A motion was made a few dajs since, that a committee 
should be appointed to examhie the merits of a paper currency, and to report upon 
the expediency of an emission at present, but there was a majority of more than 
50, even against the committing of it. It has been resolved that the Court should 
move out of the town of Boston, and the committee have finally recommended 
Concord aa the most proper place to which it may be removed. The people in 
tlie country are very earnest in this point; and as usual without knowing why. 
The salaries of all civil officers^ which are now too small, wiU infallibly he reduced 
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liave stated parties ; but we ahall soon, I have no doubt, obtain the 
blessiDj^, I paaa- d an hour or two this evening with Thompson at Mra. 
EmeryX and he spent half an hour with me, till nine o'clock. 

8th. Pickman rettirned last evetiing from Salem. The ^otea ia 
that town, and in several others from which accounU have been re- 
ceived, are efinall/ favorable or more eo thaa they were in this town 
to Mr. Hancock and General Lincoln, I called and passed an hour or 
two at Mrs. Hooper's in the evenilig* Miss Caxneau waa thei'e. Came 
[ liome early iu the evening, 

Belinda next advanced with rapid stride 
A compound strange of Vanity and Pride 
Arouod her face no wanton Cupids play^ 
Her tawny skin, defies the God of Day. 
Loud was her laugh, undaunted was her look. 
And folly seem'd to dictate what she spoke. 
In vain the Poet's and musician's art 
Combine to move the Passions of the heart, 
Belinda^s voice like grating hingea groans, 
And in harsh thander roars a lover's moans.* 

9tli. Dined with Pickmaa and Thompson at Mr ParBons's upon 

talmon* which begin now to be caught in the river. We did not do 

niQcb business in the afteraoon. I called upon Putnam^ after taking a 

^Walk with Thompson, but Pntnam was engaged for the eTening, so 

tbftt I soon came home to my lodgi^ngs. 

•til) lower. Mr. Hancock, whf> Imi a peculiar tiilent of pleaatng the multitude, hits 

compoufidffl tlie matter by offering to make a present to the public of 300£, but I 

*CoiiaidtT tliia iu a pernicious precedent; a pal t in tive worse than it would have 

[been, huci the legi«kture curtailed the salary. For if one man gives up 30€£, an- 

f llthefj fialnnu eqmilly for popularity, iiiay g^ive more, and the chair of government 

Floay flually be offered to the lowest bidder. It ia iiiiposBible for a free oaUou to 

labtiit without pnriies, and untbrtunately our parties are not yet form'd. The 

dcmocratiejil braricli of our government is at present quite unrtvolM; tad we ae- 

.Tterpty feel the wunt of BnlHcient strength in the other branched. The Senate in- 

|€ecd hat leveral times within these eighteen months saved the commonwealth 

complete anareliy, and perhaps from destruction ; but its hands are tied ; 

tho ftcoplo lire too getieralty diaposetl to abolish the Senate as an uselest 

1 have indeed great hopes that the Defence of the Constitutioas wQl pro- 

Itice an alttrmtion in their sentiments ; it will certainly have great weight. One 

printer in Boston is employed in printing a new edition of this book, and another 

y rotiihng it twice a week in a newspaper; so that 1 hope it will be siifliciently 

fpiVAil thnm^bout Ibe Commonwealth. As to the monarchical power, it appears 

lO b« entirely out or the question, and unless by a revolation it be established 

i Iht ruin of the two others, U will never possess influence suffldent to hold 

I bftlancv between them." 

Tfk9 tvfenmee in the closing lines of the above letter is to John Adams> De- 
af lh» American Constitutions, London, 3 vols. 1787, 1788. See Life aad 
*W«rll« of Jolni Ailnma» vols. tv.-vL 

» »*Th«* Via ion,** a pueiu by J. Q. Adams in " Poems of BeHgion and Society " 
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10th. From the divera interruptions which we met with in the 
course of the day, we did but little at the office. We met this even lug 
at Pickman's chamber. He has joined us, and is recrularly with us. 
Stacey likewise pass'd the eveniDg with us, and ]Mr, W. Farnhtim. I 
agreed to go with Fickman to Haverhill to-morrow. From thence I 
intend in the beginning of the next week to proceed to Cambridge, 
attend at the e^thibitioii there ; and then go to Braintree and spend a 
few days. And I shall probably meet my b ml hers there, I have 
Bometimes intended to wait for my father's arrival before I should go 
that way ; but it is almost six months since I saw my friends in Cam- 
bridge^ Braintree, &a, which makes rae somewhat impatient ; and, if I 
wait for my father, I know not whether I shall go in one month or two. 
As I have been so little absent through the winter, I may venture now 
to indulge myself for a fortnight 

lltb, I set out with Pickman this morning at about nine o'clock- 
The weather was clear though rather windy j before twelve we arrived 
at Haverhill, I went immediately to Mr. Shaw's, and Pickman went 
to the tavern to meet a carriage liThtch he expected from Salem ; but 
very uafortunately he found the carriage bad past throagh the town, 
not more than a quarter of an hour before he got there. Such dis- 
appointments are peculiarly teazing to lovers^ and are felt perhaps 
more keenly than greater misfortunes,^ After dinner 1 went down to 
Mr. Whitens, and was sorry to find that Leonard was gone to Ham- 
stead with his mother. I calfd likewise at Mr. Thaxter's^ but he was 
not at home* I sat half an hour with Mrs. Thaxter, who has met with 
a misfortune and been very unwell for some time past. I thence 
went up to Judge Sargeant*3 to pay a visit there; and I found Mr. 
Thaxter with him. I returned sood and drank tea at Mr. Thaxter^s ; 
and soon after went back to Mr Shawns. 

12th* In the forenoon I went down and spent a couple of hoars 
with 'Mr Thaxter j the rest of the day I employ *d in reading upon 
several subjects. I took up Hudibras in the afternoon, and diverted 
myself with it for an hour or two. 

13th. Attended meeting all day. Dined at Mr. Thaxter'a with Mr, 
J. Duncan. And in the afternoon after service, we took a long walL 
When W6 returned to Mr. Thaiter'a we found Mr. Bartlett and his wife 
and Leonard White there. Mr. Parsons came in soon after. lie is 
going to attend the Supreme Court who will sit this week at Concord. 
The conversation soon turned upon political subjects ; I knew we should 
have over again what I have heard twenty times ; and therefore I took 
a walk with Leonard White ; and went home between nine and ten in 
the evening, 

1 A year And a half later Pickman mairied AoBtlss Derby, diughler of Ellas 
H. Derby} ttie most eminent merchant in Salem. 

m 
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14th, I met with several impediments in the morning so that it waa 
eleven o^clock before I cross'd the river. The weather waa very good^ 
but growing cloudy. I got to Doctor Kitteridge*a ^ house at Andover, 
before one, I stop'd to see my classmate W, Abhot,^ and dined there. 
Bowman and Wyeth^ were likewise there. I would say soraethiog o£ 
Mrs. Kitteridge, but it would be now a very improper time to give an 
account of such impressions. I left the house before three; and sood 
after it began to rain, and continued without intermission uiitill I arrived 
at Cambridge ; I got there at about six. I rode eight or tea miles 
with an Almsbury man who is going to Concord Court upon business, 
llr. Parsons is engaged in his cause, and the mas had a deal to say 
about lawyers. I found my brothers at our old chamber ; and after 
sitting with tliem half an hour went over, and pas8*d the remainder of 
the evening with Packard. I found Cushman at hia chamber, and we 
spent the eve very sociably. Clarke had been riding in the rain, as well 
as myselfj the greatest part of the day. lie came from Harvard, where 
he went to accompany Grosvenor, who went home very sick a few days 
ago. Cushman * is apprehensive that he will not be able to obtain his 

1 Dr. Thomas Kittredgo, aboat forty years of age* ierved as Burgeon of the 
First Massachusetts Kegimentin the Revolutloniipj War; elected this year (1788} 
with Willkru SymmeB {see supra, p. 3S] to the Massaehuaetts Conventifin ; voted 
against the ratifiiialion of the Cotiatitation of the United States; 1802-lBOS), 1811, 
1815, 1817, represented Andoirer in the Lejjialatupe ; 181(1-1811 on the Governor** 
Council ; died IS18. His new mansion, huilt in 1784, was the finest in North An- 
dover; etih standing (1880). S. L* Baihy, Hist Sketches of Andorer, pp» 167- 
159. Abbot, a dasemate of X Q. Adama, was a student in Ids office. 

^ *' William Lovejoy Abbot was twenty-one January ISth. He belongs to An- 
dover, and is the head of our class. lie purposes studying Physic. A very steady 
sober lad, he appears fond of being thought a dry bumonroua fellow, and has ac- 
quired a great eommand of his countenance. His wit would not please in the 
mouth of any other person; but Ida manner of producing it seldom fails of raising 
the lauglu He is a very good speaker, especially such pieces as conceal the 
features of mirth under the mask of gravity." J. Q. Adams, diarj, August 25, 
178(1 liorn in Andover, January IS, 1703; died April, 1703; a. physician ia 
Haverhill. 

" Nathaniel Bowman (H. C. 1780) and Tapley Wyeth (H. C. 1786) were kter 
physicians — the one at Gorham, Me.; the other at Sherburne, Maj5»* 

* ** Joshua Cushmnn of Briiigwater will l>e twenty -three tlio 11th of Dext 
month. Poverty appears to be his greatest enemy : she opposes hia progress, and 
he has a very great struggle with her to go throngh C?ollege, For genius he is 
neither at the Zenith nor at the Nadir ; but somewhere about half way between* 
For improvements, he has made as cnany perhaps as hia circumstances would 
allow him. In composition, an admiration of beautiful periods and elegant ex- 
pression have taken from the natnral taste for that simplicity in which alone true 
beauty and cdegance consist. Uis conversation sometiroes degenerates intu bom- 
bast; to express Ihat he wants a glass of water he wilt say, that within the con- 
cave excavation of his body, there are certain cylindric tubes which require to be 
replenished from the limpid fountain or the meandering rivulet. In the public 
exereiccs of com posit ion, his greatest fault Is prolixity, llo wLU write two sheets 
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degree before next Commencement. He tells me be haa not yet 
preacbecij aa had been reported. Child,' Kellogg ^ aud Mead® are, he 
says, tlie only classmates of ours who have yet ajijieared in the pulpit, 

15th. The weatiier was quite disagreeable for exhibition ; in conse- 
quence of which there was but little company* Phillipa began Ibe 
performaucea with a Latin Oration. Hla subject was General Washing- 
ton ; a subject which muBi be inexhaustible or it wonkl long since have 
been exhaiisted. He spoke well. Treadwell and Gardner next came 
upon the stage, io a forer^sic disputation. Their ciuestion was something 
like this, — Whether mankind have acy natural right to authority over 
one another. They quibbled aljout words and said on neither side 
much to the purpose, Treadwell, however, did better than I expected 
of him. In the syllogistic dispute Cutta * was respondent, Blake 2 and 

of paper full for a forensic, while scarcely any other of the clasi will scarcely fill 
half one. IH is however esieemcMl by the class in general aa aa amiable char- 
acter, if not ai* an ancommon goniua/^ J. Q. Adatiis, Marcli 2;i, 17H7. Cushaian 
BCttled in VYinBiow, Me.; was a Representative and Senator in the Mas»achu»etti 
Legislature. 1800-1811; a member of Congresi, 1819-1B25; died in Augusta, 
January, ISM, 

1 Apparenily Cliild decided that preaching wai not hii Tocation, and became a 
physician and apothecary in northern New York. J. Q. Adatns wrote of him, 
March 17, 1787: 'VAa a scholar he is not remarkable; and nllhougli he liag en- 
deavoured more ttian once to display hia j^eniiis by declaiming his own composition, 
jet the most common opiDion is, that tie Laa not succeeded. Divinity witl be bis 
profession, and be has already acquired a ministerial cant^ which h eucli an 
esseniial quHlity to a preacher." 

'^ Samuel Kellogg, pastor at HebroDj Conn., 1788^1793 ; died at East Hartford 
in 1820. 

» " Samuel Mead» of HarTard, Worcester Co., will be twenty-fiT© tlie 30th of 
tbia montb. Ilia oratorical and scholastic talents are not rem»rk.'tble an either 
side ; he has a comtnanJ of liia connteoaucer which givea him a great advantage 
in declaiming bunioroug pieces- He is an exceedingly kind neighbour, and I 
have lived in the chamber adjoining bis, upon very friendly terms, thia year j 
but bis politeness, I fear, goes too far, for it appears to me, he m always of the 
same opinion witli his company however opposite that may be at different times. 
He ha.s even been accused of hypocrisy ; this charge however, I hope^ is entirely 
without foundation, and I have no reason to doubt of tiis honour or of his em- 
cerity. Tlie greatest tiefeet which I have observed in hitn, has been a jealousy 
and Buspicion of what others have said of }iim. TIds circumstance has set him 
at variance with several of his claaamates ; and has probably been the cause of 
those reports which have been spread, injurious to hia hotiour.'^ J. Q. Adams, 
diary, May 18, 1787. Born May 30, 1702, at Harvard ; pastor at Alstead, N. H-, 
January 15, 1791^ to April 28, 1797 ; resigned because of a change in his theologi- 
cal beliefs to the Umtarian faith ; married Esther Sartwell Crafts, a well-to-do 
widow ; died in Walpole, N. H.^ March, 1832. G. Aldricb^ Walpole as It was and 
as it is, pp. 327, ^328. 

* Charles Cutts (H. C. 1789), Secretary of the Senate of the United Statei 
during the administration of President Monroe. Born January ul, 17^^^; studied 
law with Judge Pickering ; Speaker of the lower house of the New Hampshire 
Legislature in 1804; U. S» Senator iaifJ-1813; Secretary of the Senate 1814- 
1825 ; died January 25| 1846, in fairfax County, Va. 
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Wigglesworth opponents, I have forgotten the question npon which 
they exerciced their ingenuity. Bradbury and Hooper personated Plato 
arid DiogeneB, in a dialogue upon the conduct of courtiers : the only 
fault that could be found was that Hooper's delicacy of person aod neat- 
neii of dress contrasted rather too much with our ideas of Diogenes, and 
indeed with what be said in that character* Paine and Shaw spoke 
a Greek dialogue in which I did not feel mysell greatly interested ; and 
Abbot ^ closed with an English Oration upon the slave-trade. The 
composition was very good, and it was well spoken, ihougb the natural 
disadvantage of a weak voice injured the effect of his delivery, I do 
not recollect having beard any performances upon this subject at 
College, and it will afford a fruitful source for declamation. The 
Governor then arose and made a speech addressed to the students, in 
which ho congratulated them upon their proficiency, and exhorted them 
to go on in the ways of well-doing. The music which succeeded was 
but indifftTcnL They bad no violin ; and Fay, their best performer, 
was unwell, and did not attend. After the exhibition was over I went 
down to Jud<;e DanaV and dined in company with a number of ladies. 
Stedman and narris, the butler, dined there too. There was a Miss 
Patten from Rhode Island. Almy Ellery is fond of her, and I wLU 
trust to her judgment ; but was it not for that I should not be much pre- 
possessed in the lady's favour* She is very tall, very young, and very 
ditfident. Miss Badger I have seen before ; but there are three or 
four Miss Ciarkes,^ of whom I have beard much said, and whom I this 
day saw for the first time. They are all agreeable ; and none of them 
handsome : Patty is the most comely, me judice. After dinner I called 
at Dr. Wig^^le 8 worth's^ but the young ladies were gone over to the 
College, to drink tea. We went to Pbillips^s chamber. It was full of 
company. Between seven and eight we went to Brown's rooms, and 
danced till between twelve and one. I was completely fatigued, and 
gWJ that the company then dispersed. I passM the evening very agree- 
ably ; and, after breaking up, went with my claasmate Foster, and 
lodged at my brother*a chamber j where by priority of possession I still 
claim a right. 

1 6th. Breakfasted at Judge Dana's, Doctor Waterhouse * came in 



1 Benjamin Abbot (H. C. 1783), son of Captain John Abbot ; bom September 
Hi 1702, m Aneiover; married, in 1791, Hannah Tracj Emery, of N<2wbiiryport 
(see supra^ p, 45) ; wai princTpnl of Phillips Exeter Academy for fif tj years j 
died 1849. Abiel Abbot, liegister of the Abbot Family , pp. 4, 5. 

^ Dauf^htera of the Hev. Jonaa Clarke^ of Lexington ; aee mpra, p. 27, note 4. 
" Patty " married Rev- Williani Harria, afterward President of Columbia College. 
Had&on, Hbt. of Lezingtoa, Gen. Regist<!r, pp. 43-45. 

* Benjamin Waterhome (MJ>. Lejden, 1780)^ a Ufeloog friend of John Adatna 
and his ion, Ilersey Profeseor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine at Harvard 
(l7Sa-iai2). See letter of John Adami to Br. Waterbou»e dated April 24, 
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and entertained ua for some time with his quaint wit I paid sevenil 
visits in the course of the forenoon ; passed a couple of hours very agree- 
ably with Bliss Wigglesworth and Miss Jones — the latter of these two 
ladies, in former times, was not with me upon so good terms as at 
present. I thought her capricious and LlJ-mitured; hut of late she has 
been much better. I once wrote a douhle acrostic for her, neither part 
of which was true. As I did not insert them at the time J will 
now introduce one of them; for the contrast is false and unjust, I went 
to see Mr* Smith, the Librarian, and also to Mr. Gaunett^s/ where Mies 
Lucy Crancli ^ has been these two months past. The young lovers went 
home this forenoon with the IMiss Clarkes; and Mr. Andrews did not 
get back till we bad nearly dined. Immediately after dinner I mounted 
my horse J and got to Mr. Cranch's, between six and seven. My aunt, 
I found, was gone to Cambridge for Lucy, and expects to return with 
her to-morrow. I found my friends well except W. Cranch, who has 
been very unwell, but is recovering. . . . 

17 th. Fast day. In the forenoon I remained at home, and spent my 
time in writing and reading. In the afternoon I beard Parson Wibird* 
Mrs. Cranch and Miss Lucy came home this evening ; a person from 
Boijton brought us some It^tters * which came from Europe. Callahan 



1785, r&com mending " your old acquaintance [at Leydea] John Quincy Adams '* 
to his ** attt'tiiion and favor " on entering Harvard. John Adami, Works* toL ii, 
pp. &30, 531^ vol jii. p. 269 ; J. Q. Adams, Memoirs, toL vii. pp. 14, 15, 230; roL 
viii. p. 546 ; toU ix. p. 4 ; also letter from Dr. Waterhouse to J, Q* Adams in Proc 
Mass. Hist. Soc, 2d 8ene», vol- xv. pp. 4(50-462. 

1 Caleb Gannett (H.C 1763}, steward of ihe college 177^1818; born in Bridge- 
water ; pastor in Nova Scotia 17titJ-1771 ; identified with Harvard from 1773 till 
hl& tl^'xih aa tutor ^ fellow^ or ate ward ; one of the projecLora of the Ameriean 
Academy of Arts and Sciencea ; a member of the MassadiUBetta Historical 
Soeiety. See 2 Maaa. Hjet. CoU., ^ol. viii. pp. 277-285. 

- Luey Cranch, eouain of J, Q. Adams, daugliter of Richard Cranch ; born 
SeptenihcT 16, 17ti7 ; married, April 4, 175)5, John Greenleaf, a blind musician, 
son of William Greenleaf, of Boston ; resided in Quincy ; died February 18, 1846. 
J. E. Greenleaf, Genealo>;y of the Greenleaf Family, p. 217. 

' Among them was tbe following cbaraeieriatic tetter froni hla fktlier: — 

GlosYKKOa SqcJAaa, Jon- 23, 17S8, 
Mt BEi^R JoHX, — I am much pleased ^vith your oration and much obhged to 
you for it. It aeema to me, making allowance for a fattier^a partiality, to tie full 
of manly aense and apirit. By the sentimenia and principlea in that oration, 
I hope you will live and die, and if you do 1 dm\t care a farthing how many are 
preferred to you, for atyle» elegance and mL4lillluence. 

To Vattel and Burlamaqui, whom you say you have read, you must aM 
Grotius and Puffendorf and llelnecdus, and besides this you ahould have aome 
Tolume of Etliicka constantlj on your table. Morals^ my boy, Morala sbould 
be, aa they are eternal in their nature, the everk»ting object of jour pursuit. 
Socrates antl Plato, Cicero and 8eneea, Butler and Hutchinson, as well as the 
Proplieta, Evangelists and Apaatlea, s lion Id be your continual teaoliers. 

But let me ndrise you in another art» I mean oratory » not to content youraell 
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waB to sail about the first of tliis montli, which will probably be ei- 
teude4 to the fifteenth. By this time, I suppose, my friends will be 
at sea. 

18thi A cold north-east storm confined us to the house all day. 
I read a few pagea in ono of Gilbert's treatises, and wrote a little like- 
wise. The time however was spent without much im|)rovement. 
Doctor Tufts waa over here yesterday, and this day he was attending 
upon Miss Quincy, who has beeo very ill in consequence of making 
a mistake in taking medicine, by b wallowing salt petre instead of salts. 

19th. The weather has been ratlier better tbis day than it was yes- 
terday. I went with both my brothers on a shooting party, an amuse- 
ment which I follow nowhere except at BraintreCj tbough there t'ould 
not perhaps be a more miserable place for sport. Dined with W. 
Crancb and my brothers at Dr. Tufts's in Weymouth ; and saw Mrs. 
Tufts ^ for the first time since her marriage. Last fall she was at New- 
bury-Port, when Mr, O Jiorne was married ; and at that time had no 
tlioaghts, or at least no expectation, of changing her situation aooo. 
But Mr. Tufts, who had always been remarkably backward in affaira 
of this nature, was equally expeditious when he was once engaged, 
lie could not even wait till he had got an houae ready ; but mar- 
ried immediately and lives for the present with his father. We re- 
tQrn'd, so aa to get home just before dark. 

20th. I pass'd the forenoon at home in writing. In the afternoon, 
I attended meeting and heard Mr. Wibird. After meeting, I went 
down to view the houae,^ which they are repairing for mj father. 

with Blair and Sherridiin, but to read Cicero and Quintilian^^^ — and to read them 
Witli a dictionary, grammar and pen and ink^ for Juvenal is very right 
Studium fiino Calamo Somniuut 

Preeerve your Latin and Greek Like the apple of your eye. 

When you attend the Superior Court, carry always your pen antj ink and 
paper and take note« of every dictum* every point and every authority. But 
reniember to show tlie same respect to the Jud^j^es and lawyers who arc estab- 
lished in praclit."e before you, as you resolved to show the President, tutors pro- 
fessors, and masters and batchelors at Colled^e. 

Mr Parsoni, your master, ii a great lawyer and should be your orade. 

But you have now an intercourse with his clients, whom it is your duty to 
treat with kindneBS* modesty and civility, and to whose rights and interests you 
ought to have an inTiolable attachment. Mr. Parsons'a honour, reputation and 
interest should be as dear to you as your own. 

I hope to see you in May. — Meantime I am with the tenderest affection yottr 
Father. Jonw Ai>ams. 

1 See sitpra^ p. 43, note 6. 

* " This was the house of Leonard Vassall, a West India planter^ which » after 
the Revolution* had been sequestrated as Tory property. It was built in 1731, 
and Mr. Adami bought it in 1785, The Vasaalls were genteel people, and rigid 
Episcopalians. , . . The house in Qiiincy was used as a sumraer resort, and still 
contains one room [the parlor] paneled from Hoor to ceiling in solid St. Domingo 
mahogany. Originally a small dweiUng, it has been added to." Hero John Adami 
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I was not perfectly pleased with it \ bat it now appears in a very 
tuxfavourable light. They are obliged to make the most necessary re- 
pairs very hastily, expectiug my father in a few weeks- I am in hopes 
that after my piireiila return^ this place will be more lively and agree- 
able to me than it h at preaeiit. I tliink I shall nearer make it the 
standing place of my reisidence ; * but I shall wish to pasB mucb of my 
time here, and hope the change may be for the better. 

21sU We were again confined all day to the house by the bad- 
nesH of the weather, Mr. Cranch, however, went to Boston. I find, 
&3 I always have fotind, great incoDviences in writing harCj and in- 
deed there are no email iuconviencea in thinking. I wrote, however, 
a little, aud read a few pages in Gilbert's treatise of Evidence,^ it being 
a law book. W. Crane b is reading Bacon ^' bnt makes no great prog- 
ress in it at Braintree. It is a bcvok which many instructors recom- 
mend to be read through in course; but Mr. Parsons &aysitis calculated 
only to m:ike matter of fact lawyers; men, who, without knowing the 
true principles upon which the science is grounded, or the reasoning by 
which it is supported, will bo confined in their knowledge to ita ler 
scripta eat, and will be incapable of applying the principles to new cases, 
or to circumstances difierent from such as have already taken place. 

2 2d, I took a ride in the forenoon with W. Cranch. Mr* C ranch 
came home from Boston, and brought young Waters with him. Mr, 
Weld, with his wile and her sister, passed the afternoon here ; and when 
I returnM from my father's library, where 1 went to take a list of his 
law-books, I found Mr. Norton * here. He has some thoughts of going 
to Menotomy to-morrow, to Mr. Fiske's ^ ordination ; and made this 

and his wife apent their latter dayi and ^* celebrated their golden wedfling, 
and here too, nmrvelotis to re]ate» was celebrated tlie ifolden wedding of llieir 
sun John Qumey Adams, and that of llieir grandson, CJinrles Francis Adams," 
1>, M. Wilson, " Where American Independence Began/' pp. 98, 99. This book 
contains several views of tlie hoase mid many portraits. The honse is still tn the 
poisession of the Adams family, and is now {VM}2) occapietl as a summer resi- 
dence by Mr. Brooks Adams. See also Three Episodes of Massachusetts His- 
tory, vol. ii, p, liyi. 

1 It resulted otherwise. See MemoirB of J. Q. Adams, toI ru. pp, ISO, 160, 

3 Treatise on Evidenee, by Sir Geoflrey Gilbert, chief Baron of the Exchequer, 
had heen published a quarter of « century ; first edition 1701. 

3 The Elements of the Common Lttw» by Sir Francis Bacon, waj first pub- 
lished in 1&30, aod had been in uie as a tejct-bo€k far one hundred %nd fifty 
years. 

* Rev. Jacob Norton (H. C. 1786), bom In Abington February 12, 1754; son 
of Samuel liud grandson of Captain John Norton ; ordain rd at Weymoyth 
October 10. 1787 : married ElixaTjeth Cranch Fi?bruary H, 17H9. pastor at Wt-y- 
month 1787-1821 ; died at Billerica January 11, 1S58 ; ** a tall, erect, spare man 
of dignified uppearani^G." Nash, Sketch of Weymouth, pp. 170, 171, 

^ Rev. Tluiddeus Fi^ke (H. C. 1785), born in Weston June '22, 1702; pastor 
ftt Menotomy (nowr Arlinirtf^n) 1788-1828? married June 17, 1789» Lucy, daughter 
of Re ¥-. Jonas Clarke, of Lexinjrton ; died in Charlestown November 14, 1856v 
Cutter, Hiat of Arlington, pp. 240-242. 
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a stage on hia waj. He is paying his addresBes to Miss Betsey Cranch, 
and wilL I sappose, znarrj her, unless some pardcolar accident should 
interveae. He was ordained Llsi £ill at Wejmoath, in the parish where 
my grandfather Smith was settled ; ami he is said to be a yoong man 
of good sense and a good disposition. 

23d. The weather was so disagreeable that Mr. Norton gave up the 
thoughts of going to Menotomj. and retum'd to Weymouth. It has 
been very dull a great part of this month. March was much more 
agreeable. My brothers* however, went over to Milton iu the afternoon. 
I intended when 1 came here to have returned yesterday to Cambridge ; 
but I have det'err d iu and shall probably still defer it till Friday. On 
Saturday, I must certainly get home to Newbury-Port ; where by my 
diligence I must repair the loss of time which I have sustained in this 
town. 

24th. Charles went to Boston this morning, and brought me back 
some letters from Europe. 1 went in the forenoon with Miss Betsey 
Cranch down to Mrs. Quincy's* where she intends to spend a few days ; 
but I did not see either of the ladies there. Miss Quinoy has in some 
measure recovered from the illness occasioned by a mistake iu taking a 
medicine. I spent my time this day, as I have every day since I came 
here, somewhat miscellaneously. 

25th. I left Braintree between nine and ten, and stopp'd about half 
an hour at Gtenl. Warren's. He was gone to Plymouth, but Mrs. War- 
ren was at home. The Grenrs political character has undergone of late 
a great alteration. Among all those who were formerly his friends 
he is extremely unpopular : while the insurant and antifederal party 
(for it is but one) consider him in a manner as their head, and have 
given him at this election many votes for lieutenant governor. Mrs. 
Warren complained that he had been abused shamefully, and very un- 
deservedly ; but she thought me too fedenl to talk freely with me. 
I called for a few minutes at George's office, which he has lately 
opened. 1 got to Cambridge a little before one, and called at the 
butlers room, where I found Mr. Ware and Packard. Dined at Judge 
Dana's. Miss Jones was there, and agreeable as usual. In the after- 
noon 1 went to Dr. Williams's. Sam has been gone about two months 
to sea. Jenny is still losing her beauty and will soon have none to lose. 
I was at Abbot's chamber an hour or two, and retum'd to Mr. 
Dana's with Packard to tea. Stedmau and Harris, and my very good 
friend and classmate, O. Fbke, pass'd the evening there ; and it was 
uncommonly sociable. I had promised Pickman to meet him this 
day in Salem, but was prevented by the weather, as it rain'd all the 
afternoon. I forgot to mention that my classmate Harris ^ dined with 

1 A lifelong friend of J. Q. Adjuns ; pastor of the First Unitarian Church, 
Dorchester, Mass., for nearly half a century. J. Q. Adams wrote of him April 9, 
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US at Judge Dana's. He came a day or two ago from Worcegter, wbere 
he is DOW keepiog school. It was feared that he was iu a decline, but 
I thitik he looks better than ho did when we left College. 

2Gth. Between five aud six thia moraing, I left the Juflge*s house 
with Mr, Andrews, who is going to preach at Newbnrj-Port, Wq 
stopped at the Colleges, to take their letters, but they had not rieen. 
The clock struck six as we went out of the College yard. We break- 
fasted at New ell's tavern,^ and got into Salem at about ten o'clock. I 
paid a visit to Mr. Read ; he ia going to bo murried, and to a young 
lady with a large fortiino, wbl^h is rather surprizing. I met Pick- 
man ill the street, and went home with him. After flitting a few min- 
utes we walk'd about the town ; I went to see Miss Hazen, who 
appears just as she did two years ago. Dined with Pickman , aud at 
ahnut two o*clock Andrews called me, to proceed. The weatlier was 
BO windy, and the surf so great that we had some little difficulty in 
getting over Beverley ferry.® We arrived in Newbury -Port at alx>ut 
seven. I went and pass'd a couple of hours with Putnam, I then 
came home, and soon retired, as 1 was exceedingly fatigued and felt 
very stifl, 

27th. I attended meeting all day, and heard Mr. Andrews, He 

1787; "ThadrFeas Mason Hiirria of Maiden^ MiddleBCx, will be nineteen the 
7th of next July. A& a ncliofar he ia reepectaljle, and hh natural Abilhlet 
an? far from contemptible; he has a truite for puetry and painting wliicli wants 
cultivadon, and a bi;nevt>lent heart which wants judgment to direct it. He has 
a prrcat share of sensihillty, which has led him into an ^xeeasive fondness for 
patlietic coniposilioTi ; so that aU hia exercises appear to be attempts to rouse 
the piufsiona, though frequently the subject itseU' will not ndmlt of passion. 
Ilia speaking is injured by the same fault ; for in endeavouring to call up the 
allectiiins of hia hearers, he runs into a canting manner, which dit^gusta instead 
of pleaeln^. This failing is however amiable, because it proceeds from the 
warmth of hia heart. His disposition I believe to be very good, and if the 
picture is a little shaded by vanity, a foible so universal ought to meet always 
with our indulgence. IIis constitution is feeble, and hia circumstances are 
penurious, but his spirit ia independent, and his mind is clvecrfuL" October 3, 
178t>, Samuel Putnam wrote from Newburyport to J. Q. Aclania in Braiotree: 
*' Our friend and dassraato Harris preach' t here the Sunday after Andrews 'a 
return. He was very ingenious, but his voice wna very low. His mnnner Is 
solemn. On the whole he has improved surprisingly. He went to our club and 
appeared at least to be as happy as any of us/' 

1 Neweirs Inn, the most ancient tavern in Lynn and oae of the most cele- 
brated In the country. Situated at the midway point on the road from Boston to 
Salem, in a picturesque s|M)t above the Saugus River within sight of the sea, kept 
by ft Ion SI succession of hospitable landlords, it had been the favorite resting- 
place of travellers to the eastward from Boston for over a century, and continued 
so until the new turnpike from Salem to Boston was opened in 1803, and di- 
verted travel from the old road. From Governors Brailstreet and Endicott to 
Presidents Washington and Adams, it counted among its guests most of the 
prominent men of the time. 

^ Five iBoutha later they could liave crossed ou the Essex Bridge. 
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epeaks very well, and his composition was, I believe, generally pleasiTig'. 
I eometimed think that he mistakes his genius, aed imagiaes that his 
fancy is lively and his first ihotights the best ; while in truth his con- 
ception is naturally slow^ and he ought to study greatly his writings. 
He was this day rery brilliant in his ©xpreesions and flowery in h'lB 
periods, but his thoughts were rather too much in the common run, and 
this fault I have frequently observed in his pieces. In the beginning 
of the evening, I called at Mr, Tufts's, to give him a watch which I 
brought for him. I spent the remainder of the evening, and snpp'd at 
Deacon Thompson's. Walk'd with Mr. Andrews up to Mm- Faruham's, 
where he lodges j he proposes to return to-morrow to Cambridge. 

28th. Dull weather. Wind north-east. It began to rain a little 
after noon, and ct^n tinned all the rest of the day. I pass'd the evening 
at Dr. Swett's. We play'd whis^ and I was somewhat unfortunate. 
Little came home and lodged with me ; the weather being so bad that 
he could not conveniently go to Newbury, 

29th. The weather this day was tolerable. I went in the evening 
with Thompson to Captain Coombs*8, where we found the young 
ladies. Polly Coombs is very sick ; they fear in a consumption, 
Nancy Jenkins too has been unwell, and still looks thin, Mr. Farnham 
and J. Greenleaf were there ; and Mr. Cutler. We had singing as usual. 

30th. Very agreeable weather* After we had done at the office, I 
took a long wnlk with Thompson. We tlien went to Mrs. Emery's, 
where we found Miss Roberts. We there passed a couple of hours, 
arrd from thence went to Mr, Frozier's. We found ourselves in the 
midst of a large company of young folks. All the College lads, and 
all the young misses of that sett. We past about an hour with them, 
and then without much reluctance left them, 

Thursday, May 1st, 1788. 

Fickman returned this afternoon from Salem. The Club were in 
the evening at my room. Young Fowle/ Thompson's poetical class- 
mate, spent the evening with us. Pickman went oi* quite early. He 
attended a ball in Salem last evening, and what with the fatigue of 
dancing, and that of riding this day^ he was tired out. 

2d. After passing the day at the office, I s troll* d with Pickman as 
far as Sawyer^s tavern, where we stoppM and took a dish of tea. When 
we set out to return there was a little sprinkling of rain, which we 
thought was not sufficient to stay our progress ; but it kept continually 
increasing till it became quite a smart rain, and by that time we were so 
much soaWd that we concluded the sooner we should get home would 

I Hohert Fowle (H. C. 17S6),bom in Newhuryport August Si, 1706 j ordained 
to the pricithood of the Episcopal church at Porlsmoulh, N. H.| In 1701 ; miniiter 
at Uolderneat, N. H.; died tbere October, IBil. 
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be the better. As soon as I got home I was obliged to change from 
head to foot. Pickmao said it was one of tlie agreeal>le rubs of life. 

3d, I this day got through the 4tb volume of Olackatoue's Com- 
mentaries a second time, and 1 imagjue I have derived no lesa benefit 
from a second perusal than I did from the first* I have beei^ loiiger 
about it than 1 wished ; but the interruption of an whole fortuight by 
a journey prolonged the time which I took for reading this hook, 
gri^atly. In the evening I took a long walk with Fickmau and 
Thompson^ and as we were returning, we met Mr. Andrews, who was 
coming from Cambridge, Nothing new- Dtill weather* 

4th. I heard Mr. Andrews preach ; his sermons were both very 
ehort,but better, I think, than those he delivered last Sunday. His text 
was " If they believe not Moses and the prophets, neither would they 
be persuaded though one ros^e from the dead," Pickman observed that 
there was a sermon of Archbishop Tillotson,* from the same text, 
and the similarity is such as proves that Mr. Andrews had read it, 
though not so great as to charge him with plagiarism. However, the 
people in this town are so bigotted that a man of Mr. Andrews's 
liberal religious sentiments will not be half so popular a preacher as 
one who would rant and rave and talk nonsense for an hour together 
in his sermon* I wrote a long letter to my brother Tom, which I 
gave to Mfi Andrews, with whom I pass'd the evening at Mr* Brad- 
bury's. Dr. Sawyer and Mr, Farnham were likewise there. Parson 
Carey is still yery unwell, insomuch that there are but little hopes of 
his ever recovering so as to attend constantly to the duties of his pro- 
fession. Mr. Andrews is engaged to supply our pulpit three Sundays 
more. After which he is under other engagements till Commencement. 

5th. I began this morning at the office upon Posterns Crown Law,^ 
a book admirably written, I am told, and notwithstanding the barrea- 
oesB of the subject as entertaining as it is instructive. I passed an 
hour in the beginning of the evening at Mrs, Hooper's and then went 
with Thompson to Mr. S. Hooper's, ^fiss Roberts was there ; I think 
I have already raentioned this lady : she is uncommonly sensible, and 
if she has not tho advantages of youth and beauty, neither is she 
chargeable with its thoughtlessness and nonsence. Mr. Hooper, as 
usual, talk'd rather more of himself than of any body or any thing 
else; but was very complaisant. 

6lh. In the beginning of the evening, I took a walk with Pick- 
man, np to Mrs. Atkins's. We found only the old lady at home ; and 

1 Sermon preached by Archbishop TlUotson nt Whitchnll, 1678. Sermoni 
on several Subjects and Occasions by the most Reverend Dr. John Tillotson, 
Lute ArcbbiBhop of Canterbury (I*oridon, 1748), vol, vii. p. 332. 

a Diicouraea upon a Few R ranches of the Crown Law by Sir Michael Foster 
had been in use by law student a for twenty-flii yeiir«, having been fint published 
in 1702 m a part of a larger work. 




4 



I 



182 



DIAEY OF JOHN QUINOT ADAMS. 



she was go unwell that we Bopposed company would not "be very 
agreeable to her, and eoon came away. We niel Thompson just as we 
were coming out, he turnVi about, and came back witb ub, I have little 
to Bay, That part of my lime which is best improved ia productive of 
nothing which may properly be recorded here; and as these volumea, 
or the greater part of their ©onteoU, are only an account of the occur- 
rences of my idle hours, they must be proportionabiy trifling and insjg- 
nifieant. While I was in College these books were useful, as they 
contained copies of all my compositions, which I wished to preserve; 
but since I graduated, I have scarcely composed any thing, and indeed I 
have been much too neglii^ent in that respect; but with so many other 
objects to engross my attention and employ my time, I have perhaps 
some e reuse. 

7th, The weather was Tery fine ; I took a long walk in the even- 
ing wilh Thompson and Putnam, Thompson lell us, and went to see 
Parson Spring* Putnam came home, and past the remainder of the 
evening with me. I have used myself for several days past to rise 
very early, and should wish to do ao through the summer; but my 
propensity to sleep is so great that it is almost always impossible for 
me to awake so soon as I wish. 

8th. The town met this afternoon to make choice of representa- 
tives for the ensuing year. Jona. Greenleaf, Esqr,* Theop. Parsons, 
Esfjr,^ Captn, W. Coombs and Mr* Joiian. Marsh ^ were the persons 
elected. We met in the evening at Putnam^a lodgings. Stacey 
desired to join the Cluh^ and was accordingly received. Little did 
not come, and, as we began to be impatient, we &eut over to Dr. S welt's 
for him, hut thir-y sent us word that he was gone to be inoculated for 
the small pox. This disorder was introduced by a mistake of Dr. 
Smith, in cousequence of wliich a number of persons have been in- 
oculated^ and removed to the pest house. Little went without leave 
or licence, and is liable to proaecuiiou for so doing; but in his cir* 
cumstaDces, I think, he was very excusable in running the risk. 

9th. Violent north-east storra, all day. We all dined with Mr, 
Parsons, Thompson pasij'd the evening with me. This storm gives 

J Jonathan Greenleaf, born July, 172.*], In Newbury, began life a poor hoy as 
an appreiilice to a flhip-builder; married at twenty -one Mary Presbury, the 
daughter of his employer; carried on the business in person for over twenty 
years; then entered pahlic life and held ofBL^ almost constantly from 1703 to 
1792, reprcaeniing the town in the Legislature before, during, and after the War 
of the ReTolution i was a member of the ** Esaex Junto/* and known ai *' old 
silver tongoe ^' from his akiU in perauading politiual opponents ; was an elder in 
the Presbyterian church ; died May 24, 1807. See histories of Newburyport ; aiio 
J. E. Greenleaf, Genealogy of the Greenleaf Family, pp. 12, 17, 132, 135, 177, 
405, 40a. 

* Jonathan Marsh, a member of the flrit Committee of Safety of the town, 
ssented it in the Legislature 1788-1791, 1790-1305 ; died March 7, IS:^ 
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tD6 some anxiety, as possibly Callahan may be now upoQ the coast. 
I would hope however for the best 

lOth. The storm continued all this day, and rather with increas- 
ing violence. Thomfison and I again dined with Mr* Parsons. I 
passed the evening with Putnam, at hia lo^lgings. I this day got 
through Foster^ and have been more pleased than with any professional 
hook I have hitherto read ; not even Blackstone excepted. The sub- 
ject indeed being the Pleas of the Crown is not 8o immediately con- 
nected with a young lawyer's practice na raany other books ; but as 
Foster always ascends to first principles, his reasoning may by anal- 
ogy apply to very different branches. The style is nervons and ele- 
gant, suitable to the dignity of the author ; and the " pride of virtue/' 
as he himself expresses it, shines forth in every page of the perfor- 
mance. What increases greatly the pleasure with which this* hook 
is read, is that the writer appears oot only a learned and judicious 
lawyer hut an excellent man. The eocomiums which he justly bestows 
upon Sir Thos. Abuey are said to be applicable in a still more eminent 
manner to himselP, And after all, the virtues of the heart have a 
greater claim even to our veneration and esteem than all the splendid 
appendages of genitis. The compliment which Thompson pays to Pope, 

For though not sweeter his own Homer sings, 
Yet in his Hfe the more etidearing songf^ 

is more to his honour than the most laboured panegyric that ever 
was composed, of his talents. I have undertaken to read Hume's 
History of England ^ again. It is almost seven years since I read it, 
and the connexion of important events in that kingdom has almost 
been obliterated from my memory. 

nth. I attended meeting to hear Parson Barnard* of Salem. He 
gave us two very excellent sermons; and his prayers were admirable, 
which is something very uncommon, I am told indeed that he regu- 
larly composes this part of the service, as well as his sermons; an 
example worthy of imitation. Hia adiiress for Mr» Carey was tender 
and affectionate, and the manner in which he spoke it was truly afiFect- 
ing. Thompson and Putnam passed the evening wtib me. 

1 Thomson, Seasons : Winter. 

3 Hume's History whs written between the yeare 1752 and 1701 : the flrat vol- 
urtie, covering tlie reiuns of Jjimea L aikI Cliarles L, wai published in 1764 ; the 
\&&t two (Julius Ca?sur to Ileury VIL) in ITGl. 

« Rev, Tlionia* Barnard (11. C. 1706), pastor of the North Church in Snlem 
1T73-1814; waft ileseeiiiled from a ministerial family — his brother, father, |n"aiMl- 
father, and ^eat-grand father bting all nnnistent in Mni^Rachiifletta, He wai 
born in Newbury, and bis aialer was the wife of the Rev. Juhn Tui.*ker, D.D., of 
the First Parish Church of that town. See Rev, John Prince, "Sermon preached 
, , . on the Death of ... Re r. Thomas Barnard/* 1B14. 
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12tb* I Imve been quite unwell these two or tliree days past; a 
disorder recurs wiili wLicli I have been troubled in tbe spring, the two 
jears back ; uitd it ia more incouveuieut tbia time tbati it ever bas 
been before* At Mr. Parsoue's recommendation, I have this day 
takeu up Hawkius^a Plea.-^ of tbe Crown. ^ 1 tbiiik I should not now 
have selectud this book, bad it l)eeu liift at my option. This braucb of 
the law will be of no service to me witiiiu tbe&e seven years, and 
there are many subjects which will be more immediiitely Decessary, 
The theories relating to civil actions will surely be sufficient to employ 
all my time for the remainder of my three years, and I shall certainly 
bave enough leisure time afterwards to acquire a competent knowledge 
of the criminal law, before I get to the Supreme Court, if I ever do* 
However, Mr. Parsons must know better than I what is to be done 
in tbiw case; and 1 therefore cheerfully submit to his directions, I 
took a long, solitary walk this evening, and then came home and 
amused myself for a lialf an hour with my liute. 

13th. 1 took a walk with Pick man up to Sawyer's tavern^ and 
drank tea there. The evenings are now so short that it was nine 
o'clock before we got back. Our future prospects in life were the 
subject of our conversation. The appearauce before bim h very fair, 
— his father is a man of large fortune, which although divided among 
several children gives each of them a sum sulBcient for starting for- 
ward. He will now in a few monibs be ready to enter upon the pro- 
fession ; he is paying bis addresses to a young lady whose fortune will 
probably be amply sulHcieDt; and from appt'Liruuces I i<bould judge be 
will be married ere long. Yet even he is anxious for his future wel- 
fare, and how much greater reason have I to look forward with ter- 
ror. I have two long years yet before me, which must be wholly 
employ M in study, to qualify myself for any thing* I have no fortune 
to expect from any part^ and the profession is so much crowded that I 
have no prospect of 8Uf)porting myself by it for several years after I 
begin. These are great causes of discouragement ; but my only hope 
and comfort is that diligence, Indus try, and health may overcome 
them all. 

14th. I walk'd with Thoropsan up to Mrs. Atkins's. The old lady is 
gone to Boston to spend a fortnight* Mr. and Mr^. Searle ^ were there ; 
and Mr. Atkins came home soon after. Atkins is a man of abilitiesi 

1 The Pleas of tlie Crown by WiUiam Hawkln* had been in lue far over iis venty 
years ; Ist edit. 1716. 

^ Mrs, Searle {Mary BuBsell AtktDB) was Mrs. Atktns'ft eldest daughter r bom 
1753; married, 1779» George f^earle, a. merchant in Newbarjport; died 1836 in 
Bofiton. Mrn. Atkhii wss probablj yiBiting Mrs. Samuel Eliot, her daughter. 
Catherine Atkins, bom 175H» married, M&y 14, 1786, Sumuel Eliotj a merchant in 
Boston, grandfather of President Eliot of Harvard Univeraity. T, H, Atkins, 
Joiepb Atkins, The Story of a Tamily, pp. 72, 73^ 77-80. 
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but of strong passioDs ; and, as he was cramped in bis youth by bia penu- 
rioua circumstances, bis disposition was soured and be is now oxcessively 
irritable, and bia natural frankrjess baa degenerated to tbe unfeeling 
blantness of a cjnic. He bus now tbo expectancy of a considerable 
fortune, at tbe decease of an aged relation ; and it is to bu hoped that 
when that circumstance takes place, it may softeo his temper and recon- 
cile him more to his fellow mortals* I still continue quite unwell ; it 
has bud one good effect at least, that of making me rise early for 
several days past* 

loth. Club met tbls evening at Pickmati's — all tbere but Little, who 
is gohig through the small poi. Mr. Farnbam was there; tbe even* 
ing was agreeable* Pickman left us at half after eighty to call on a 
lady who came this afternoon from Salem. After nine we took a 
walk of a miJe or two before wo retired ; just as I got home I met 
a number of i>eopl6 who had just come from tbe town-house^ where^it 
seems, tbej were entertained with a concert this evening, 

16th. Took a walk af\er leaving tbe office, with Thompson and 
PutnRm. We were for calling in at Mr, Frazier's, to see the young 
girls, but upon tbe presucnpimn tbey were not tbere I would not stop ; 
accordingly we proceeded. Thompson left us. Putnam was very impa- 
tient, but just as we had turn'd tbe corner into High Street, both Miss 
Fraziers^ and Putnam* s own Harriet appeared. He was as happy as 
present enjoy men t can render any one. We walked with the girls, and 
after conducting them borne took our leave. Putnam afterwards 
called to see me. He bad no idea of meeting tbe girls, nor did be 
even suspect that Harriet could be with tbera. Tbe most exception- 
able part of tbis young fellow's character is a spirit of deception, a 
disposition to be cunning, even in the most trifling occurrences of life, 
in which a complicated policy would require an appearance of the 
greatest candour and frankness. He is deeply smitten with his Harriet; 
every look, and every actiou afford demonstration strong of this. Yet 
he pretends to deny it* He is sure to meet her every evening; and 
yet be boldly declares that it never happens but by accident. Upon 
this subject, it is true, bis friend;} have no right to catechise bim ; but 
he himself leads tbe way by making declarations which any person of 
common eenscj and any ways conversant with bim, must know to be 
totally repugnant with the truth, We laugb at bim for tbis conduct, 
but be does not appear sensible how much it lessens our esteem for 
hinu And be still attempts to carry on a deception, which we have 
told him was long since detected. 

17 th, Dined at Judge Green leafs, with Pickman and Thompson. 
Two Bliss Daltons were tbere, and Miss Deblois, a young lady whose 
brother is paying his addresses to the eldest Miss Dalton. Miss Deblois 
has been much celebrated as a beauty ; and she may still be called very 
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handsome, tbough she b€ as much as twenty-seven. She is sociable 
and agreeable, tbough she ia not jet wholij destitute of that kind 
of vanity which is so naturally the companion of beauty. She puckera 
her mouth a little, and contracts her eje-lids a little, to look very pretty ; 
and is cot wholly unsuccessful. The Mtss Daltons, as usnal» talked 
more about themselves and the family than any thing else. The 
eldest is said to be blest with a very amiable diipositton, and as for 
Polljj Miss Deblois said she made her laugh yesterday beyoud meas- 
ure, and it is well she has the talent of exciting laughter in others i for 
unless her countenance very much belies her she is seldom guilty of 
fiuch a trick herself. Judge Greeoleaf s daughters are always so much 
addicted to silezice that, although I have been in company with them a 
Dumber of times, I know not what opinion to form of them. In the 
afternoouj I took a long walk with Thompson and Putnam, The 
weather was very dull and disagreeable* Thompson stopped at Mra* 
Atkins's, I pass'd the evening with Putnam, at his lodgings, 

18th* Mr. McEeen^ of Beverley preached at Mr, Carey's this day* 
I attended to bear bim^ His discourses were, though sensible, caleu* 
lated to please the generality of the audiecice ; I did not like them so 
well as those of Mr, Barnard the last Sunday. After meeting. Pick- 
man called upon me, and I went up with htm to see Mr, Jacksou, 
where we drank tea and pass'd the evening. Mr, McKeen and Mr. 
Far a hum were there, but went away soon after tea. Miss Wendell 
was likewise with Mrs, Jackson* She is not handsomej but is said to 
be very amiable, A little after nme I came away ; Pickmau still 
remaining there. 

19th. Began upon the second book of Hawkins. The first treata of 
all offences against the public; and this of the punishments to which 
they are liable. I walk'd with Thompson in the evening ; we cdled 
at JMrs. Hooper's, and pass'd an hour there, after which we went to 
Mr, Carter's. Miss Polly goes to Boston to-raorrow. 

20th. Mr, Parsons had the frame of his house raised, and was 
consequently very busy. Walk'd with Pickman. W© met Thompson, 
and all went to see Mr, N. Carter, who was lately married. His wife 
is not quite so stiff in her manners as she used to be, a year and an 
half ago ', but she has already adopted other airs, and appears no less 
affected than formerly. De gustibus non est disputandum ; There 's no 
disputing about the choice of a wife. Nancy Cutts^ Mrs. Carter's sister, 

1 RcT, Joseph McKeen (Dartmouth^ 1774), bom in Londonderry, N. H., 
October 15, IT67 ; A teacher in Londonderry ; ft aoldier under General Sullivan ; 
1786-1802 pastor of the church in Bevurly which the ller. Joseph Wiliard left 
in 1781 to liecome Preaidcnt of Harvard UmTer»ity ; flr*t President of Bowdoin 
College, 1&02-18O7; died at Brunswick* Me,, July 16, 1B07. Darrmtrnth College 
General Catalogue ; Hurd, UUi, of Eitex County, p. 707 ; Appblou, Cyclop»iiia 
of Americau Biography. 
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api>eara mndh more agreeable ; and upfjo the whole I tlimk her the 
handsomest of the two. However, Mrs- Carter was abundantly com- 
plaisant, and we pass'd the evening tolerably. 

21st. I walked with Fickman in the evening to Sawyer's, wbere we 
drank tea, and made it almost ten o*clock before we got home. 1 then 
went up with my fiute to Stacey'a lodgings, our general head qyartera. 
About a quarter before twelve, Stacey, Thompson, Putoam, with a 
couple of young lads by the name of Greenough, and myself BaOied forth 
npun a scheme of serenading. We paraded round the town till almost 
four in the morniDg. The weather, which was not very agreeable when 
we first set outj was growing worse continually. At length it begaa 
to rain smartly, upon which wo all separated, and respectively retired. 

22d, I was up before eight, and had not slept well even the short 
time I was in bed. I felt stifF and unfit for almost everything, I read 
but Utile at the office, and omitted one thing which for three weeks 
past has claimed my attention very constantly. The Club were at my 
lodgings this evening. Stacey however went away somewhat early^ to 
meet some of his friends from Andover ; and we were all too much 
fatigued by the last night^s jaunt to be very sociable or gay* At aine 
we separated as usual. 

23d. Continual north east winds have prevailed for a week past 
This evening I past with Thompson at Captain Coombs's. We found 
Mr* Porter and Mr. Kellogg, two young parsons there.* The evening 
was tolerable, and something more. Fanny Jenkins was as easy^ m 
good natured, as talkative as usual. Jenny Coombs^ is sensible and 
clever. Her sister Polly, it is feared, is in a consumption — a dis- 
order by which Captain Coombs has already lost two of his chihlren. 
Foor^ miserable beings we arel dependant for our happiness, not only 

^ Perhaps Ambrose Torter (Dnrtmouth, 1784), who entered the miiiiatry, and 
died at Lrindafl, K H., November 1, 18*'i2; and Elijah Kellogg (Dartmootli> 1785), 
itudied for the mlniatry under Rot. Joho Murray, of Newburyport (pastor of 
Captain Coomba) ; paator of a church in Portland, Me., in 11^; died March 9, 
1842. See W. Willis, Hist of Portland, pp. 647-648, 6&t>-06l. 

3 Jaoe Coombi, aecood child of Williiim and Mary CootnbB ; born in New- 
buryport, Mais., January 22, 1704 ; married Ehenezer Greenleaf in December, 
1796; united in 1799 with the Firat Presbyterian Church of Newbyryport, of 
which Dr. Daniel Dana was pastor j extremely active in religious work, and h 
■aid to bare brought one liundred conTcrts into the church. For Lliirty years 
she wai personally active in mi«i ion- work, and took the main reiponnihility of 
prov^iding miAslonary laborers and funds for the Isles of Shoals, then a com- 
munity of some six hundred fifth erm en. Mrs. Greenleaf took great intereat ia 
foreign miBsions and in the cauBe of temperance. Her correspoudence with 
philanthropiiitA and clergymen was extensive. Her husband died in 1834, aged 
seventy years. She herself lived to be more than eighty-seven years of age. 
8he left two children to survive her departure, on© of whom was the Rev. 
William Caombs Greenleaf, of Springfield, III. Her daughter published her 
tuemoirft. Mauiiscript uotea of Hev, Horace C. Horej, D J).| of Newhuryport. 

IS 
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upoD our own conduct, but equally upon the caprices of fortune and 
the casual occurrences of a day. What must be the feelings of a 
parent, who^ alter rearing a numerous family ol promising ohildreo, 
just aa they are entering upon the stage of life^ and when he begins 
to reap the rewards for his pains in educatiug them hy being witness to 
their usefulness in the world, when he foadlj hopes to leave them in 
the enjoyment of prosperous circumstancea, to see them drooping and 
dying under the operation of a long, liugering disease^ in which the 
terrors of death are increased hy its slow and gradual approaches. 
Yetj this is the situation of many parents. And if the causes of miaery 
are thus distributed, as well to the virtuous and the good as to the 
abandoned and uDprincipledj what is the lot we have to eicpect in the 
world ? I look forward with terror ; aud by so much the more, as 
the total exemption from any great evils hitherto leads me to fear that 
the greatest are laid up iu store for me. 

24th. Pickman went to Salem this morning. In the evening I 
took a long walk with Thompson, down towards Newbury Bridge,^ in 
hopes of meeting Mr. Andrews ; we were, however, uu successful. When 
we returned, I stop'd and past an hour with Putnam. He told ma 
they had received a letter at Mr, Bradbury's from Andrews, informing 
them that his health would necessarily prevent him from coming to- 
morrow, but that he will send somebody, if he can, to supply his place. 

25th, Mr, Webber preach*d here for Mr. Andrews ; and I was much 
pleased with hb discourses. They were quite argumentative ; and his 
manner of reasoning was such as shewed him to be an acute metaphy- 
sician. He has always had a peculiar attachment to mathematical 
studies, and has acquired great knowledge iu that branch of science, 
which has at the same time habituated him to a degree of precision in 
his reasoning which few people possess. After meeting tliis afteruoon 
Putnam called at my room, and urged me to go to Mr. Springes, where, 
it seems, they were not contented with two services, but were going 
upon a third. Putnam went, I believe, rather from the motive of see- 
ing certain young ladies there than from an excess of piety. But as 
I wished to write a letter to W< Crunch, and as Mr, Parsons will go 
for Boston early to-morrow morning, I declined going with Putnam. 
After writing my letter I went and took a long walk quite aloue^ the 
weather being v^ry fine, and as I returuM I stopped an hour at lira. 
Hooper's. Thompson came in soon after me. We walkM again, and 
as we were passing before Mr. Frazier'a door, the young ladies were 
standing there. We stopp'd and went in, Mr. and Mrs. Frazier re- 

* Newbury or Parker River Bridge, with its nine pien and eight wooden 
arcbea, datiiif fmm 1T&8 though rebuilt in 1784, wai four miles from Newbury- 
port on the road to Boiton. *' Quid Newbury,'* pp. 630^-6^9. No bridge had m 
yet been built acrosi die MerniQMC. 
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tnrn'd home a tew miDutes after, with Mias Pbillips of Boston, a lady 
whom 1 saw at Hingbain last fall, who lias play'd the coquette, for 
eight or ten jeare past, with a number of geu ilamuo, but who lias now 
a prospect of being married shortly. We Boon came away ; Thompson 
pass'd tin bour at my lodgings, 

26th. In the afternoon^ I look a walk with Thompson to see Little, 
He has the small poi full upon him at this time. We returned, and I 
passM the evening at Mrs. EmeryV Judge Greenleafa daughters 
aud Miss Smith and Miss Wendell were there. The evening was not 
agreeable ; there was loo much ceremony aud too little sociability. We 
conducted the ladies home, and retired. 

27th. Mr. Jackson sent one of his sods to inform me that he heard 
last evening, at Beverly, that Callahan had arrived in Boston. The 
report I find is all over ihe town ; and I have received the eougratu- 
hitions of almost all my acquaifitance here. This evening, by means 
of an accident which was contrived iu the morning, a number of gende* 
men and ladies happened to meet at Mr. Brown's house, where we 
danced till about twelve o'clock. The weather was nuher too warm ; 
otherwise the party was agreeable. We often changed partners. 
Andf as there were several more ladles than gentlemen, one or two 
of the yoting misses thought they were not sufficiently noticed, and so 
much miBtnok the intrinsic value and importance of their resentment 
as to display it in a manner which raised an involuntary smile, ^ — ^ in- 
voluntary, I say, because do one surely could willingly smile at the 
resentment of u lady, I escorted Miss Newell home ; aud then retired 
likewise myself. 

28tb. Election Day. And there is not a poor devil who has lost 
his election in the Commonwealth that feels half so much vexed and 
disappointed as I do. After enjoying the satisfaction of supfvosing my 
friends all arrived safe, X Ijnd tliis day that the report was without any 
foundation ; that Callahan has not arrived, and has not even been 
spoken with, as has been said. 1 walk'd iu the evening with Stacey» 
aud called afterwards for half an hour at Mrs. Hooper's. 

29th. Club at Thompson's this evening. Putnam informed us, he 
must leave us at a quarter before nine. I told him he must make no 
appointments for Thursday evenings. It was no appointment, he said » 
but be was under an indispensible obligation to write a letter this 
evening : accordingly he left us. At nine we likewise came away. I 
took a walk with Stacey in High Street, with the expectation of meet- 
ing Putnam ; nor were we disappointed. He was walking home with 
the young ladies that he is generally most attentive to. After we 
had ascertained the matter sufficiently, we continued a walk, and I came 
home at about ten. I found a bundle for me which Mr. Carter brought 
from Boston, but there was no letter with it. 
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SOtb. I called thk morniDg at Mr. Bndharj*^ offio^ and affronted 
Patnam by ralljring bjm upaa his deception UmI nighu In the after- 
ocxm I walked with Thompson; we overtook Mr. J. Tracj and hia 
ladjTy and aooompanied them. As we were passing by Mfs. Atkins's, 
the arriTed with her son from Boston. We stopp'd there a few 
minntes* Genl. Lincoln is LieatL Governor, &c. We gpent the re- 
mainder of the evening at Mr^ Carter *a with the old gentleman, as 
Done of the young folks were at home. 

31 St. Finished tliis forenoon with Hawkins. Dined at Mr, N« 
Carter's, As did Mr. Faruham and Thompson ; called at the otBce in 
the afternoon^ but did nothing, Walk'd with Thompson. W^ent in 
to Mrs, Hooper's, and drank tea there. Miss Emery was with hen 
I soon eame out and left Thompson there. I took a solitary walk of 
two or three miles into Newbury ; w*as surprised by the rain, and quite 
sprinkled before I got home. We have had a great deal of rain this 
season, but very little warm weather. Fruits rather backwards 

Sunday, June 1st, 1788. 

Mr. Allen preached for ui this day, and I attended to hear him ; his 

sermons are judicious and senBLblef but bis manner of delivering them is 
very disagreeable. In the evening I took a long walk with Doctor 
Kilham, and passed the remainder of it at home. 

2d. Pick man retnrned this day from Salem, where he has been for 
ten <Jays pasL I began to read Wood's Institutes ; ' a book written 
upon a similar plan to that of Blackstone, but much inferior in the 
execution, I took a long walk this evening alone, musing and con- 
templating upon a subject which at this time eiigrosses all my attention* 

3d. I walk*d with Thompson a mile or two in Newbury, the pros- 
pects on fhat road are delightful, and I am more pleased with that 
walk than with any other near this town. We went to Judge Green- 
leafs. Mrs. Hodge and Mrs. Parsons were there; we post the evening 
as usual at that house, the Judge was very sensible and sociable; 
Mrs. Greenleaf was very agreeable, and all the daughtera ant like just so 
many young misses whose mamma had told them that little girls must 
be seen and not heard. The Judge to strangers appears to be quite a soft 
and complacent man ; but his family regulations are rather despotic ; this 
circumstance takes off much of the pleasure of visiting there, which 
would otherwise be great ; for his conversation and that of his lady are 
quite entertaining. She asked me if I had not been greatly disap- 
pointed last week; I told her I had, and that it had been a subject of 
much vexation to me. The Judge said it was well, he always wished 

1 T)ie InstitutcB of the Laws of Engkntl, by Thomas Wood, had been La lue 
for nearly seventy years ; 1st ediiioa, 1720. 
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that bis jonng friends might meet with disappointments and misfor- 
tones, and tke greater the bettefj if they were not snch aa tD debilitate 
the mind ; it was best to be enured to misfortunes la earl j life ; eooncr 
or later tboy would come ; and it was much best to be prepared for 
them by experience, Thompson came homo, and supp'd with me» 

4th. Wiilk'd into Newbtirj in the evening with Thompson, and we 
returned through Joppe,^ by a different route from that which I usually 
come. We past an hour at Mrs. Emery's, Her daughter is very 
ami aide, though not handsome. She entertained us some time by play- 
ing upon the harpsichord. Mr, J. Greenleaf was there ; it is reported 
th;it he is paying bis aildreases there. Tho dij^poaitions of the persons 
are not sufficiently congenial to render either of them happy, and I 
should therefore wish that this report, like most others of the same 
nature, may prove an idle surmise without any foundation, . . * 

Gih. . , , In the evening I was walking with Thompson; as we 
were passing before Mr. J. Tracy's, he invited ns in. Wo pass'd the 
evening there: it was club night, and there were eight or ten ench 
sraoakers that we were almost suffocated. The evening, however, was 
agreeable; and after supper I completed my walk before I returned 
home. 

7th. Mr. Parsons came home from Boston this evening, where he 
has been attenrling at the Genend Court; but he brought no news for 
me. I went with Pickman up to Sawyer's tavern, and drank tea there. 
This walk is very agreeable and employs the evening well. 

8th. Mr. Webster^ from Salisbury preached for us this day ; a vener- 
able old gentleman who has been subject to many misfortunes^ and 
wliose countenance is expressive of the sensibility which has so often 
been wounded. I took a long walk in the evening with Stacey; a 
young fellow who has been very imprudent, but whose disposition la, I 
believe, very good. 

9th. Mr. Parsons bad so much information to give every one who 
came into the ofSce ibis day that we could not attend much to the 
regular course of oar reading. I took a long, lonely walk in the 
evening, as I often do at present, and I find the practice advantageous 
both to my health and spirits- 

lOtb. StrolFd a mile or two with Pickman j be has the appearance 
of a true and faithful lover, and acknowledges that he takes but very 
little GatisfactioD in this town. He proposes spending but a few weeks 



1 The pre«entrday " Joppa/' then, as now, « fishing hamlet on the river-h&nk 
below New bury port. " Ould Newhurj," pp. 218, 219. 

3 Rev. Samuel Webster (H. C. 1737J, born at Bradford in Augu«t, 1718; 
paBtor of tho West Fsdili in Sali(?bury for nearly flfty-fiTe yeare (1741-17&6) ; 
died Juty IB, 17f)0; had auCfered niueh from the loss of many cliildr«a. See 
Puaeral Sermon by the Rer. Thomas Gary. 
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raore her^, ami then to open an office in Salem. As I came home I 
atoppM atid past an liour ai Mra* llooper^s. 

illh, I wa!k*d this evening with Stacej. The weather waa TCiy 
boamiful^ and we proposed to form a party for a serenade, as soon as 
majr be convenient* 

12th. Tosvnsend arrived in town this forenoon. I called at Mrs, 
Hooper- s to see him immediately after dinner ; he looks better than he 
was when he left this town, but his situation still appears to me to be 
critical. Club met at Pickman^s. Putnam appeared rather sober. 
Townaend was obliged to retire just before sunset. Farnham too was 
aot in the highest spirits, for Mr. Prout marries Miss S. Jenkins thb 
evening. At nine we separated, and at ten met again at my room. Wo 
sallied out at about eleven, and serenaded tlie ladies in town till 
between three anrl four in the morning. 

I3ih. Townsend at(d one or two more of my friends dined with me 
this day. Ho went in the afternoon to see Mrs. Emery, and found there 
a Miss Taylor who came there last evening from Boston ; she was 
going to Exeter^ and as Townsend was going to take a ride» he pro- 
posed to go in company with her as far as tlie ferry. This Miss Taylor 
is handsome and remarkahly socinhle; and ahhough she has been in a 
declining state of health for more than a year pnst, and came very 
lately from ILilifa^t lo Boston merely to recruit her strength, yet by 
some unacconn table deception she looks in the finest bloom of health. 
It seems indeed to bo an uncommon felicity attending many yonrig 
ladies at this day, that they can enjoy all the benefits of ill health 
without beiiig much afllicted with its cruel pnins. We accompanied the 
lady to Ameabury ; and after seeing her into the boat took our leave. 
Returning home, we stopp'd and drank tea with Mrs. Atkins, Mra, 
Baas and Mr. Atkins haii just arrived from Dunstable. I pasa'd the 
evening with Townsend at Mrs. Hooper's ; but came home quite early, 
as I was somewhat fatigue*! by the last night's expedition. 

1 4th, Finished reading in Wood's Institutes ; a book which has been 
rendered almost useless by the publication of Blackstone'a Commen- 
taries. Dined with Mr. Parsons, took a long walk in the afternoon, 
and pass'd the evening with Townsend at Mrs. Hooper's. Pickman 
went to Salem this morning. 

15th. Mr. Allen preach'd, and as usual delivered a good sermon in a 
very bad manner. After meetiog^ I went up to Mr* J. Tracy 'a » I 
found Townsend there, and rod© a few miles with him. We return*d 
and drank tea at Mrs. Atkinses. Town send 'a health not permitting 
him to be out after sunset, we came home early, and I was with him 
all the evening, 

16th. Townsend intended to have set away this morning, to go to 
Med field ; but the weather was ao chilly and disagreeable that he 
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thongbt it would be best to wait another day. Thompson and T dined 
and passed a great part of the day with him. I wsa agiiin disappointed 
npon the arrival of the stage, as I have been so often heretofore, by 
hesriog no news from Boston* I be^ri upon Bacon's Pleas and Plead- 
ings ; a subject which demands great attention. 

17th. Townsend left town this morning, bat as the wind soon got 
easterly, I imagine be dkl not go far. Mr. Parsons went over to 
Ipswich, where the Supreme Court are this week in session. In the 
beginning of the evening the weather cleared up, and I took a long, 
solitary walk. I had turn'd round, and was coming home when I 
heard a horse coming upon full galop, and somebody called me by 
name. I stopped and found it was Stacey, who congratulated me upon 
my father's arrival. He came from Ipswich on purpose to give me the 
information, J»ist as I had paas'd by Mr. Tracy's, one of his servants 
gave me a letter, with a request that I would go down to liis house. 
I went accordingly, and found Mr. HIchborn there ; the letter was 
from Mr. Thaxter, and cootained the same joyful tidings that Stacey 
had brought me. It seems Judga Sullivan left Boston this day at 
about twelve o'clock; and when he came away Callahao was coming 
up the harbour ; after passing an hour at IVIr. Tracy's I came bom© 
with a light heart, but not wholly without fears that this information, 
like that of a similar nature which has been given me three or four 
times within a mouth past, should bo founded upon a mistake of one 
vessel for another, 

18ih. I went to the office in the forenoon, but fonud myself incapaci- 
tated to do any thlngj and therefore lost the morning in convergatioo. 
Just before two I went with trembling hope to the post office ; and as 
I went into the door my heart almost failed me, but I was soon made 
happy by a letter from my brother Tom, which confirms the arrival of 
my parents. In the afternoon, I did Dothiug more than prepare to go 
to Boston in the stage to-morrow morning, I called in the evening at 
Mrs, Hooper's and at Mr. Carter's, to tiike their commands. 

19th, The stage was full from Portsmouth, and consequently I could 
not obtain a seaL I could not think of waiting till Saturday with a 
chance of being again disappointed, so I sent forward my little trunk 
by the stage, and engag^ed a horse ; at about ten in the forenoon I left 
town and arrived at Ipswich just before noou. The Supreme Court 
are sitting there, and I went to the Court house, where I saw a number 
of my friends ; among others my cl&ssmata Kendall,^ who is going to the 



1 " Ephraim Ken dull of Ipswich, Eeaex Co., was twenty the 28th of Inst Notf. 
Tlier© ii ftoniething peculiar in tliia character. He h said to be one of the ImrdeBt 
sta^lenta and one of the poorest icholara in the class. His natural abilities are 
80 imali that tliej can scarcely be improved even by cultiration. He appears to 
be totally destitute of literary judgment at least ; for I hare heard him declaim a 
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Ohia in a short time. I found likewise at Ipswich a nrimber of the 
young Indies from Newljury-Port, who to be sare were galljinted by 
their fjitljers. It was near four o'clock when I left Ipswich ; and Pick- 
man at the sBme time returned to Salenip It was so late when we got 
there that 1 could not ttnuk of reaching Boston this night, and I there- 
fore accepted of Picknian's invitation to lod*^e in town. He went with 
me to Mr, Derby's; * but the yoaiig ladies were not at home, so that I 
had not the pleasure of being introduced to his Dulcinea. Learned, 
who is upon the study of physic in thia town^ passed the evening 
with uBi 

20th, I was up early io the morning, and mounted my horse at 
about seven. It was ten when I got into Boston* I went to Mr- 
Smith '», and found my father was gone to Braintree, but mj raamma 
was at the Governor's. I immediately went there and enjoy'd all the 
aatisfaction that can arise from the meeting so near and dear a friend 
af ler a long absence,* We dined at Deacon Storer's. Old Mrs. Kd wards 
was there (Vol, 2. p. 27}* and Dr. Waterhouse, &c. Between five and 

piece ID very pUla Englisb, wbich I was convitjceti be did not understnnd. At 
rocitAtions he was ne?er diatiiiguiahed for taking the meaning of an author, and 
in short all his pablic exercises have been inferior to the commoa run. Yei he is 
poisesa'd of extreme sensihiUty^ and hia temper is verj irascible. His pereon is 
handsome, hut there is an utimeanlng stare in hia eye, which is too expressive of 
the TftcaDcy in hia minJ. It would require a very metaphysical genius to prnva 
this to be a good or a had character ; but it la not certainly one which any per- 
son would wiah to possess.*' Manuaeript diary of J. Q. Adams, May 3, 1787. 
Ephraim Kendall, according to J. L. Sibley's niatiuacript memoraudum, waa born 
ia Ipswich November 28, 1705; died there August 15, 1646. 

^ Ellaa II. Derhj, one of the richest merchants in Saleta, a pioneer in thi 
CBtabliBhment of the East India trade (see supra, p. 102). 

a With the exception of one brief period of a little over three month a, August 
2 to November 13, 1770, — during which, at Braintree and in Boatan, he waa 
enj^rosaed with the work of the Convention of that year, and his draft of the Con- 
ititutioti of Massncliusetts, — John Adama had at this time been ten yearn absent 
from home. First sailing frona Boston hay February 13, 1773, he got back 
there June 17, 1788. Mrs, Adams had joined him in London in July, 17S4 
In May, 1785» J. Q. Adams had left his family at Auteuil, France, returning to 
America, Their present separation li.id, therefore, been a little over three years. 
The impreaaion made on John AJama fay the changes which had taken place 
In Massachuaetts during this long absence ia interesting; and, in view of the 
recent unrest and uprisiugft, hardly what would have been expected, IJe wrote: 
** The increase of population is wonderful. The plenty of provisions of all kinds 
amnzing, and cheap in proportion to their abunflnnce and the acarcity of money, 
which is certainly very great. The agriculture, fisheries, manufacture* and com- 
merce of the country are very well, much better than I expected to find them. 
I cannot say so much of our politics, ... I repirct the loss of the book shop^, 
and the society of the few men of letters that I knew in London j in all other 
respects I am much tmtter accommodated here.'^ To Tbomas Bmud-HolLitt 
December 8, 1788- Works, vol. ix. pp. 567, 558. 

* J. Q. Adams first met Mn* Edwordi ftt Mrt. QuiQcy'i in Bralntree. He then 
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fix we sat out for Braiotree. As I was already somewhat fatigued^ mj 
coufiu Cranch gave me up his seat in the cliaUe with my mamma, 
aud took my horse. At about eight we got to Mr. Cranch'a, and there 
my satisfactioQ and pleaaarea were agaiu renewed at finding my father 
lu good health, and here I mitBt atop for the present, 

21st. TUe weather was very warm. I weot down to my uncle 
QuincyX^ and from thence on the shore* One lighter arrived in the 
afternoon with part of the goods and furniture, and the other is ex- 
pected to-morrow. 

22d. Parson Wibird preached in his usual dull, inanimated etraini 
of late indeed he has lost, it is said, his only claim to merit by deelining 
wholly to change with the neigh bouriug ministers* After meeting this 
evening, 1 went with W. Cranch down to Mrs. Quincy's and drank 
tea« Mrs, Quiucy of Boston was ihere, and very agreeable.' I had 
never been in company with her before* 

23d. A second lighter came np this day with things from the ship. 
We were very busy in unpacking daring the whole day. A beil was 
set up in the house^ ia which I lodg'd, but we have done sufficient to 
make a great deal of work before we get at rights ; there is yet a great 
deal to he done to the house. When I came from Kewbury-Port, I 
intended to have studied as much here as I should have done there, 
but I begin to suspect that I shall find it utterly impossible. At least, 
I have given up all thoughts of doing any thing in that way for the 
present. 

£4th. This day we got so far in order aa to make a home of the 
house. I dined at my uncle Cranch^s- The remainder of the packages 
are expected to-morrow, but those that are already here are not all 
nnpack'd. Much damage was done on the voyage, 

25th. This afternoon Mr. and Mrs. Shaw came in from Haverhill f 
they found us still in great disorder. We k?gan this day to unpack th© 
books;* though we have at present no room lo stow them in properly. 
They were moist and somewhat mouldy, but not injured at all. 

26th. We all dined at Mr. Cranch'a. Charles came from Cam- 
bridge to spend a day or two with us. I continued this whole day 
quite industriously to unpack and place the bonks, yet did not get half 

■poke of her aa " an antiqusted coquet/* adding tliat " if her face did not pive 
the lye to her bebnviour I ilwuld suppose her now to be leventeea rather than 
•event J." 

* Norton Quincy. The house at Mount WoHaston, btiilt by Cotonel John 
Quincy, from which J. Q. Adami had embarked for Europe with his father, 
February 13, 177B. 

3 Mrs. Jofliah Quincy, Jr , daughter of William PbUlip*. See Quincy*i 
Josiah Quincy, pp. 2(>-23, 86, 30. 

" The collection iubsequently given by John Adami to the town of Qulncy, 
in connection with the Adams Academy. Now (1002) in the Boiton Public 
Library building* 

19 
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tbrougli with tbe business. There are a great many books which I 
wieh very much to peruse; but I have not the time at preseDt, and 
must certainly for bo me years be separated from them. 

27th. The day was apeut like the precediag ones. There was some 
compaoy here in the afternoon. I give as much of the little leisure 
time I have as I can oonveaiently to iome lectures upon History and 
general Policy, anew publicatioQ of Dr. Priestleyj whose literary poivers 
may be truly called athletic. There are several other late pei-forni- 
ances which I am desirous of reading, hut more particuliirly Mr, Gib- 
bon's contiDuatiou of his History of the Decline and Fall of the Komao 
Empire, which is not, however^ yet completed.^ 

28th. Mrs. Welch and Betsey Saiith came from Bostou this morn- 
ing; we all weat to Weymouth and diued at Doctor Tufis'a. In 
the afternoon I went over to Mr. Norton's house,* where io my in- 
fancy I have spent many days which I scarcely remember even as a 
distant dream ; hut before this day I had not been in the house these 
nine years. As I returned from Weymouth I was overtaken by the 
rain, and etopM at Mr. Cranch^s; but It did uot abate, and I went 
home in the midst of it* 

29 th. I attended at meeting and heard Mr. Wibird. The weather 
was rather dull and somewhat sultry. I am still undetermined whether 
to return this week to Kewbury-Port, or wait till after CommencemenL 
1 believe, however, I shall determine upon the latter, 

30th. Mr, and Mrs. Shaw returti'd to liaverhill this morning j and 
this day I finished unpacking the books, which, however, must condnne 
lor iome time in great disorder. 

Tuesday, July Ist, 1788. 

It was nine o*clock before I could get away from Braintree this 
morning, and I arrived at the Colleges just before the exhibition began* 
A Latin Oration was spoken by Kirkland, and was very well. The 
Forensic between Palmer • and Waterman was tolemble, but I forget the 
iuhject The English Dialogue between Thacher and Gray was well 
spoken, but rather stiff. The Greek Dialogue between the youngest 
Sullivan and my brother Tom was quiie sliort, and not the worse for 
that. The English Oration was by Blake; the subject agriculture. 

1 The three final val times of the " Decline and Fall ** were publiahed on Gibbon '■ 
fifty-first birthday, April 27, 1788- 

^ The poraonage at Weymouth, formerly the home of liii grandfathtr. Rev* 
William Smith, stood immediately below the pres«ot East Weymouth station of 
tlie Old Colony dirlston of the New York, New Haven, and Hartford Railroad. 

* StepheTi Fftlmer (H. C. 1789), ion of Rev. Joseph Palmer, of Norton, Mji»»,; 
born October 3, 1766 ; pastor at Needham, 1 792-l»21 ; member of the Mnsaa- 
cbuietti Hiatorical Society. See Procpedm(Ti, v«J. i. pp. 343-345. Waterman 
died in IMS in an alm&hoaie. See S. Willard, Memoriei, vol. L pp. 274« 276. 
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It was in mj opieioa very flimsy aod superficial ; but as we came out 
I heard a young fellow, who bad something of the appearance of a 
would-be flip, exclaim *' upon my soul Blake has given us one of the 
gentedest Oratioua I ever heard." In former days, gentility with 
respect to composition consisted in bad spelling and bad grammar; 
iiuder which sense the description would not be wholly unjust. But 
what the eipression means at this day I know not ; and iherefore its 
singularity was what I chiefly remarked. I was agreeably surprised 
to meet my friend Thompaon here ; but saw him only for a few min- 
utes, I went down and dined at Judge Dana*a. Mr. Ben. Ellery ^ was 
there^ — an uncle to Mrs. Dana, a rich old gentleman and somewhat 
fling«lar in his character. In the afternoon I called at Mr. Wiggles- 
worth's, and past an hour agreeably with ihem. I went to ilr, 
Gauueit's ; and at about seven in the evening called at the President's. 
lie was not at liome^ and as I knew not what to do with myself for the 
remaitider of the evening I thought I might as well go home* I imme- 
diately went to Bradidh's,^ mounted my horse, and, after nine, arrived 
safe in Braintree, somewhat latigued with my day's work, but well 
satisfied with my jaunt. 

2d. The weather was extremely warm, I amused myself part of 
the day in reading, and part in shooting. The cherry trees, which 
are quite full at present, are so inviting to tlie birds that there is very 
good sport with litile trouble* 

3d, Between nine and ten I went with my father from Brain tree ; 
we got into Cambridge at about twelve. After stopping a few minutes 
at College, we first went down and called upon Judge Trowbridge.* 
He is very old, and although active for his yejirs, yet the depradationg 
of time are conspicuous upon him. We dined at Mr. Dana's. Mr. 
and Mrs. Channing from Rhode Island were there ; they are agreeable.* 
In the afternoon we first called at the President *s, and drank tea there ; 
from thence we went to Mr. Gerry's* and past the evening. We 



1 Benjamin Ellery, brother of WHUam Ellery, the signer of the Beelaratlon of 
Independence. He nmmed tlie widow of Colonel John Vnasall, of Cambridge. 

^ Bradikih^s waa the tavern of Ebenezc^r Bradiah, aluo known as the Blue An- 
chor Tavern, on the westerJy aide of Brighton, now Boy Is ton. Street. 

* Judge Edmund Trowbridge |H. C, IT2^), a loyalist, b<irn in Newton in 1709 ; 
Attornej-General of the Province in 17-19 j niember of the Council 1764 and 
1766; appointed Asaociate Juatice of the Superior Court in 17ti7 ; renijfned in 
1775 ; died in Cambridge April 2, 1793. He lived on Mount Auburn Street, 
and was an oncle of Francis Dana, to whom be left most of his property. W, T» 
Davis, Hist, of the Judiciary of MaB8acbu»ett8, p. 97. 

* Mr. and Mrs. William Channing, parents of WilUam Ellery Channing. 
Mrs. Channing wai Lucy Ellery, a daugiiter of William Ellery, signer of the 
Declaration of Independence, and iister of Mre. Francis Dana, 

^ Elbridge Gerry lived in what was afterwards James Rusiell Lowell's house, 
**Ehiiwood/' 
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for a few minatefl od!j ; he told me lie expected to be at Newburj- 
Port in about three weeks from this* I likewise met with Townsend 

to Mr. Butr, an J hU aeiitiroents confirm M mine, . . » I have bad fteyeral timea 
little cuuiesta with Bridge upon tbe eubject of our forensia He is to aupport 
the negative fllde of the question, and will write very ingenious !y. He la the 
only penjon in the class who i» fond o( dibcuasing qu^jstiona of this kind in con- 
Tersation. Wo frequently diipule, and it aliiviiys inureftges ray acquaintance wiih 
the subject, Tlie <jl.«jections he raise* are commonly weigh ly, and they lead me 
to look further than I should otherwise do into the point in debate, and our 
difference of opinion is attended whit no bad effects, as fdl acritiiony atid ill 
hutuour ia ejtcluded from our coarersations/' 

On hia return from college to hia home in PownallwroUKh, Me., he at once 
plunged into poHtica, " Will yon laugh," he wrote. May 4, 1788, '* if I tell you I 
rode aixty miles fthe bad road§ made it a hundred) to hiflueULH? our late election, 
in favour of Federaliata in this county ? Will you laugh if 1 tell you I made my 
father qualify me to vote for Gov,, Lt. Gov., & Senator^ that I attended our town 
meeting in To wnidho rough, that I voted myeeHf and solicited the votea of otherSp 
that I publicly harangued the audience, Scc, Ttiia was not the half of my zeal/' 

At the same time he waa atudjing law under the fdluwing conditiona, out- 
lined in a letter dated Pownalboro", September 28, 1787 ; '* lam nominally itudyin^ 
law with Mr. Gardiner, really with myself. Snon after I had got home I made 
hlui a visit, and laid open my plan to him, viz., of putting myself under hi» direc- 
tion, and of studying at home (we live two miles npart) he approved it^ gave me 
the first ToL of Blackstonea Commentaries to read, and said he would act the 
part of a friend and neighbour towards mo. This is the chief that has passed 
between os on the subject of Law. I purchased a set of Blackstone soon after 
and now dant even use Ids hooka. About once a fortnight I speoil an afternoon 
in the family, in the common mode of chit-chat, cards, back*gammon, &c. This 
b the only kind of instruction I am here Bcquainted with.*^ 

Even in 1787 this form of preparation for the legal profoasion did not secure 
satisfactory results, and the following autumn Bridge came to Newburyport as a 
law student of Theopbilua Parsons and roommate of J. Q. Adaros. He began 
professional hfe at Augusta, Me.» assuming the practice of General William Ltth* 
gow, who then retired. He became agent and attorney for the proprietors of the 
Kennebec purchase, having a lucrative collecting business. He did not become 
diatinguiahcd in politica. He was a representntive from hia town to the Legis- 
lature in 1799, on the Governor's Council in 1818, a member of the Constitutional 
Convention of 1819, and a commissioner under the Act of Separation of 1B20. 
Ovring to ill health, he retired from the bar in 1812, leaving court buBLiR'ss to hia 
junior partner. For twenty years from 18M, he was president of the Augusta 
Bank j he died in IbM. J, Q. Adams** regard f<ir this early friend is shown by 
an entry in the diary of Mnrch 3, 1828, in a discussion with Clay as to the 
appointment of agents to defend the northeastern boundary of the United States 
before the arbitrators appointed under the treaty with England. "I told Mr. 
Clay, that since I had hist seen him, a person whom I bt-heved to be the very 
best man in the Stale for the office had been recommended to me by Lieutenant- 
Governor Winthrop, of Massachusetts, and by the late Senator, filr. James 
Lloyd, and, through them, by Mr. lienel WiUiams [partner of James Bridge] of 
Maine. I meant James Bridge, of Augusta, one of ray oldest and, in early life, 
most intimate friends. I had indeed almost lost sight of him for near forty 
years, hut know that t>y his talents, hia information, and the course of \m hfi? he 
n^tist be peculiarly fir ted for this particular service ; and if he would accept the 
place^ there vim not an Individual in the Stale in whose able and faithful per- 



*^ .^K0^^ •^.**ii». v-a* irut «".^ 
^v.4«r .fir 1^ 2m; xusdrft: jX ^bfe 

^^^ t f»ft%r;^A, ^sV'f- tort. 'X»k jcr j^Lcn^ 

fh0^*v A ^.w*A. >ia^-* ^^^^0inuL ^^iTT^sL ham T*auj^-^i jmsk. aragr I'nxi^ 
#*•.*»♦ ^'jf^ j^'Sffn 4C K.i'Afi. rie wiui ^.riifS'^'r » Tey pccmar iran, l«c 
^/ ,'(»f^ /*4(#4 AA ;i.4ft Cv»«i4^ hiouudi zj^trcasl 'zf se >:CGue. His 
4^r^ .<M v>^ 9f^ft^, tnd 0^ h^anaaut 'E^cr^az^sizei ami iiii="iuja&. H« 

^yk;/ m^/^^ ; *ru< ,t iuM erea skski ytrj c^oiieoclj asno-se-i sac ie 

\4iit9. *^t^i^4^^ Aui *'/fiAr^x hrai Imkh aiur»pr»fencefi or ace 5s x ptuoc 
f<r4#. /ir»>»«c f.%r t^ f^«:flM:ikC r^fluxA aikl#!ierxiiln#!«L Boc lie h^s cersiInlT 
If, /^ n^^Hi^ 9*ci^/^ ifx imip^idm bj ilk ioiprarieiice : aaJ w^a ia a 
Uih^ fA t^^\\u^^ ik moA f^^tilj viosmrT^ ciie coqiIjcs in seoer^, ssii 
44;/./Ai ''rr^f J ihAl'tulmd i^tt, of an adiniiiscradoci, an impartsftl pablLe 
iv»»l stiiwa^jn yy\^*i i'nsu %t^h. a man cannoc be zreailj oppoeed to a 
(^«/t;r wf*// a/^, Altsk/:king tbe fame mea^area. llrs. Warren, however. 
^^(M^^Jjr tU^A^tpA t^iere waa xu> tmth in tlM>9e allegatioQS, and was rerr 

fffffhitf»/tf of lU ^ntUm I tbooM place more implicit coniSdeoce.*' The leasocs 
whf fUm ttffmituitU0n wm n/4 ma4« are given in the Memoirs, roL tiL ppL 460i, 
Uri, fM, f/zU, Htm 4. Vf. Sfifth, HiM. of Aoguita, pp. 607-olO, with portrait ; ai:»o 
M«if»* lli#t. ^^^j. ^/oH,, rol. ri. 

f 0«r»«fal William Hull (Vale C<AU^, 1772) had an honorable record in the 
War /ff t>»« fCeroluflon and {n Hhajt't Rebeliiao; but it chicflj remembered for 
Hie tta/4;r(twaMr torri^Dder of Detroit In Ibl2. 
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coniident that they were nothing more than the Buggeations of the Gen- 
erars enemies, who&e maligoity was nnaccoun table, but whose utmost 
spite and envy could not disturb hia happiness. 

For all the distant din thia world can keep 
MoUa o'er km grotto and but soothes his sleep. 

6th. The weather was rather disagreeable in the morning, and Mrs. 
Warren was disposed to stay and pass the Sunday wlih us, but her son 
was so anxious to get home that she Enally determined to go; and 
they went away at about nine. I attended at meeting, and heard Par- 
son Wibird dose over a couple of sermons. There ih none of my time 
that I regret more than that I spend in hearing Lim. Were it not for 
the propriety of attending public worship abstracted from all considor- 
alions of improvement or entertainment, I should seldom enter within 
the walls of that house while he contioues to slumber theret 

7th. W. Craoch went to Boston this morning ; and I suppose I 
shall have but very little of his company for the fulure» as he is to be 
fixed henceforth for some time to his offiee. I amused myself, as I 
have done for several days past^ in diverse manners. In the evening 
my two brothers arrived from Cambridge, having obtained leave to be 
absent till Friday, when the scholars will all be dismissed. 

8th. I past the greater part of the day in gunning with my brothers.. 
The weather was, as it has been for several days paat» extremely warm, 
and the fruits of the earth at present greatly require heat, 

9th. Doctor Leonard came here in the morning. This gentleman 
came as a passenger with Callahan. He underwent a violent prosecu- 
tion, two or three years ago, in England for endeavouring to come to 
America with some models of manufacturiog machines; but, after being 
two years in prison, he was released and immeiliately resumed his 
original intentions, hut he is now come over without his models ; and 
he rather purposes at present to practice in his original profession as a 
physician and surgeon, I batb'd in ihe sea this afternoon ; the first 
time I have done so this summer; indeed it is rather tronhlesome here, 
on account of insects which are almost innumerable. 

10th. George Warren came over from Milton this forenoon, and paid 
us a visit He opened an otBce in Milton last winter, and has done as 
much business as a lawyer generally does for the first six months after 
lie begins; but the prospects are far from being encouraging. When I 
am in spirits this circumstance strikes me only as an incentive to more 
strenuous exertion s ; and at such times I feel sm:h a reaol ution to over- 
come ditRculties, that I seem already in a fair way of actpiring repu- 
tation and property. My falher says that when he was a student, he 
heard an old lawyer tell the present Judge Sewall, who was then a 
student likewbe^ ^' that he never knew a lawyer that studied who did 
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sot grow nch**' Tbe obserration made an impre^OD, and bis own 
expeneoce has confinn^l it. 

llUi« This dajr completes my tweoty^first jear. It emancipates me 
firom the yoke of paternal authority, which I never feJt, and places me 
upon my own feet, which have not strength enough to support me. 1 con- 
tinue therefore still in a state of dependence. One third of the period 
of my professional studies has also now elapsed ; and two years more 
will settle me, should life and health continue, in a situation where 
all my expectations are to center, I feel someiimes a strong desire 
to know what my circumstances will be in seven years from this ; but, 
I must acknowledge^ I believe my happiness would rathef be injured 
than improved by the information.^ 

1 2th* Id the diverse amusements of reading, of shooting bLrda^ and 
playing upon our flutes, we past the present day. The weather is, and 
has for a fortnight past been, such that fatiguing occupations cannot be 
attended to, I read very little, and that of a lighc kind which does 
not greatly engage the mind ; and as for writing, 1 have so much aban- 
doned it that I have not written three pages since I left Newbury-Port 
My brothers are much in the game way, 

loth. Weather fitill extremely warm. I heard Parson Wibird. Mr, 
Q. Thaxter was at meeting in the forenoon, and weut and dined with 
U8, In the afternoon Madam went down to ray uncle Quincy's, and I 
drank tea witli my brothers at my uncle Adamses. And we bath'd at 
the creek ^ in the evening. 

Hlh. Ben Beale ' came from Taunton this morntng ; he did not stop, 

^ On the date named^ July 11, 17f?5, J. Q. Aclami was at the Hagner repreacnt- 
ing tlie United States as liesident Minister, The entrj in his diary for that day 
is but tliree lint^a in lengthy and mentions merely certain cnlls made hj him and 
ihe programme of a play in the ereaiug wiiich he pronounced, aa a perforin an ce, 
** very indifferent." 

3 Subsequently named BUck'a Creeks and itill so called. Origtitally Quincy's 
Creek. 

* *' Benjamin Beale was eighteen the Gth of June la»t Hi a father wa* from 
Braintree, but he was born at Liverpool la England ; he entered the claaa just 
before tliey commenced Sophimorea. Ilia diapoaitioa is amiablep and he is a good 
a<;halar; but the government of the university have so repeatedly taken notice 
of him At exhibitiona, that it ha» given offence to many of the young gentlemen 
In the clasa, and they affect to despise his abilitiesi and to deny hiB scholarship. 
His talents have perhaps been rather overrated by the government, but I fear 
they are still more underrated in the class ; anr! he ia not the only person whoae 
ptipuburity with his fellow Btudenta has been greatly diminished by the favoura of 
til© government. No twit he tending all the reports circulated by malice and envy, 
I believe 1dm very deaerving; he displays no vanity, either of hid person, which 
is elegant, or of his geniue, which has been flattered by distini-tion, and tins, I 
think, is a sure mark of good sense. Commerce will probnbly he his profession ; 
and from his general character, I think he has a good pmspect of succea§. May 
he oblAiti it I " Diary, February 28, 1787. Beale died in Paris, Fratice, in 1820. 
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tut promised to come and see us ere long. When I came in from 
Bhooting, which Blill continues to be my sport and my occupation, I 
found a Parson West ^ here, an oM geatleman, who was three years in 
college with my father, and at that time very intimate with him. He 
is very sociable and very sensible, lie spent the day here, and passes 
the night likewise. He keeps late liours and entertained me with con- 
versation npon huiguage till between twelve and one o*clock. Doctor 
Leonard left us this morning, after having past almost a week with us ; 
he appears to be a very clever, well dii?po8ed man^ but poBsesaing no 
great learning, nor even much information. 

15th. Mr. West went away this morning. My father and mj 
brother Charles went to Boston, whence they will proceed to-morrow 
to Cambridge. Beale came here this forenoon, and took a dinner with 
us. He is studying law with Mr, Barnes at Taunton, but spends 
much of his time at home, Mr. Wibird piiss'd the afiernoon and even- 
ing here. Dr» Tufts called here on his way to Boston, and my brother 
Tom went to Cambridge this afternoon j for my own part 1 preferred 
waiting till to-morrow morning* And I have finally determined to 
return here after Commencemeut^ at least for a day or two. 

16th. Commencement day, I mounted my horse somewhat early, 
and arrived at Cambridge by nine o'clock. The first ealutiition I re- 
ceived as I was going into the College yard was, " Repent, for the 
kingdom of Heaven is at hand." It was a crazy man ; but without 
any great share of enthusiasm, for that sentence was the only thing 
he said, and he repeated it every two or three minutes during the 
whole forenoon ; and I could not help reflecting with pleasure upon 
the happy liberality of sentiment, which prevails so much that a man 
of this kind, so far from attracting the notice of the executive poweri 
could not even draw a crowd around him. 1 saw my classmates in 
abundance j there were more than thirty of us here. At about eleven 
we went to the meeting house ; and I got a seat in the foremost gallery, 
next to Townsend. The procession soon came on, and the President 
after making a prayer, and informing the audience it was the desire of the 
overseers and corporation that there might he no '* clapping applause," 
cjilled for the Salutiitory Oration, which was spoken by Phillips, and 



1 Rev. Samuel West (H. C. 1751), horn in Bametab!© in 1730 ; pastor at Dart- 
moatli (later New Bedford) 1760-1803; lived with his Bon at Tiverton till Jiis 
df ftth. September 24, 1807 i a member of the Academy of Science of Boatoa and 
of PhiLidelphia ; waa called by the Rev. Dr. Lowvll, of Boston, ** one of the giaata 
of luB time/' An ardent patriot during the Revolution, viaiting the camp to en- 
coarage the fioldiera, he wns a member of the Masaachasetta ConTention of 178^ j 
andj as ft claaamate and friend of Governor Hancock, was ehosen to visit him and 
persuade hiai to leave hh sick-room and oCEer his famout amendments in the 
Convention. W. J. Potter, The First Congregation a1 Sodety in New Bedford, 
MAfts,. pp* 33-50; Memoriei of S. Willard, voL L pp. 212-214, 
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wai prettj well dtilivered. An English poem, on the prospects of 
America, by Dod^e, was not wilbout ita merit, but would not bear 
compiuntion with that Bpokeu last Commencement by Harris* The 
order in which the other performances came on was as follows : 

A forensic disputation upon this question, — Whether the balance 
wonld be in favour of our exiateiice were there no state but the pres- 
ent ? By Sanders * and Tappan. 

A Greek conference upon the evil effects of avarice and of prodi- 
gality upon socitfty- By Gardner and Jackson • 

A forensic disputation. Whether a republic is more secure of the 
continuance of its lil>ertie8, when the officers in the higher branches of 
government are elected for several years than when they are annually 
elected? By Gordon and Lincoln. 

An English conference, — Whether a large emigration from Europe 
into the United States of America would upon the whole be for the 
real advantage of the States. By Adams 2d and Cabot 

An English Oration, By Abbot. 

The syl logistics were omitted, and these performances were finished 
by two o'clock. I went and dined at Judge Dana's, and at about four 
returned to the meeting: house. An English Oration was delivered 
by Mr. Ware upon the elfects of religion upon civil government and 
society. It was an excellent oration, and, notwithstinding the Presi- 
dent's caution in the mornings there was something like a clap, which 
proceeded chiefly, I imagine, from the students that were present. The 
President with his peculiar elegance of expression eaid^ ^' I am sorry 
that the desires of the Corporation and Overseers should be infringed 
upon," and proceeded to give the degrees. There was a new cere- 
mony, of giving a degree of bachelor in physic; two young fellows by 
the name of Hall and Fleet * received these diplomas, and even the 
President in giving them seemed to have the awkwardness of novelty 
about him, A valedictory Oration was spoken by Mr. Allyne,^ and 
the President made a eoncluding pmyer, which concluded the public 
ceremonies of the day. I forgot to observe that, after the forenoon 

1 Daniel Clarke Sanders was Preiideiit of the University of Vermont: 1800-1814 ; 
pastor at MedfieW, Mass,, 1815-1829. 

^ Keitlier of ihese first medicftl graduatea from Harrard aeemB to have Attained 
a pmition of distinction in the profesgmn. John Fleet (H. C. 1785)^ beloti^ng 
to the family of Fleet's Almanack and the Mother Goose Melodies^ was a phjBi- 
eian in Boston ; died January 4, 1813* George Holmea Hall (11, C 1781), bom 
January 8, 1763, in Medford, wan phyBician, apothecary and Btore-keeper in 
Brattleboro', Vt. ; died there April 14^ 1807. Vermont Hist. Gazetteer, vol v, 
p, 61, 

* KcT. John Allyn (H. C. 1785), bom at BamitaWc March 21, 1707; ordained 
ftt Dujtbury December 8, 1788; a Cfdleagne settled June 7, 1825; died July 10, 
1833; a memher of Itie MaBsacliusettB Historical Society. 3 Mass. Hiat. ColL, 
¥oL V. pp. U^Wi; Justin Winaor, Ujst. of Duxbury, pp. 88, 207-209. 
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performances were finishecl, the Governor ^ gotup^ addressee! the PreBi- 
dent, who was likewise standing, by the title of ** reverend and learned 
Sir," and made a long speech in which he blest his stars for being 
born in a land of Liberty and Science, &c. Some people thonght liis 
perfornmuce was equal to any in the course of the day ; but opiuiona 
on that subject were divided It was prepared before hand, though it 
bore ample testimony of the genius and learning which the young 
gentlemen had dispIayM. 

*^ Wlierein all prophets far oat went he. 

Though farmer days produced a plenty. 

For any man, with half an eye, 

"What stands before him can espy, 

But optics sharp it needs^ I ween. 

To see what is not to be seen." ^ 

To return. After we came out of the meeting house I stroll'd about 
for some time, greeting one friend and another sis I met them. I went 
with Forbes and Little, and drank tea at Dr, Wiggles wortij*§. I re- 
turned to College, and speut the evcLiing in diverse places. I finally 
found young Phillips, and took a supper with him at his chamber, 
where 1 found also a number of his classmates* I retired at about 
eleven o'clock, having enjoy 'd the duy very highly ; but my spirits 
had beeu so much raised that I could get hut little sleep, 

17th, The young gentlemen who graduated yesterday were 



BenJHmiu Abbot 
Solomon Adams 
Tkomas Adams 
Thomas Banerofl 
Oliver Barrou 
Stephen Baxter 
Joseph Brigham 
Joseph Cabot 
George Caryl 
Edward Clarke 
Oliver Dtxlge 
James Gardner 
Adam Gordon 
William Hill 



Charles Jackson 
Abner Lin col a 
Henry Phelps 
John Phillips 
Jamea Prescott 
Daniel Clarke Sanders 
Willisim Sawyer 
Amos Tappaii 
John Dexter Tread well 
Charles Turner 
Nathan Underwood 
Samuel West 
Robert Wier. 



1 The class of 1787 had petitioned the corporation for a priTate Commence- 
ment, but their request whs refused on the ^ound that It might serve m n pre- 
cetient, aiul remf»vt> a ittmulua to study. ** Another reason, which Mr- Willard 
Raid, httd weight, although tiie gentlenien diJ not choose to avow it pyhlidy, was 
their fear of offtntliiig the future Governor hy ^lepriving him of that opportunity 
to show himself in splendor and n)«gnifleence/' Manuscript diary, April 11, 
1787* See Josiah Quiricy, Hist, of Harvard University, voh ii. pp, 182^207, for the 
very strained rtlationa between Governor Hnneock and the University. 

3 John Trumbull, McFiugal, Canto i. lines C3-07. 
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Jacob Kimbal's name is inserted in the Theses and Catalogue, bat be 
could not obtain his degree, being unable to pay his bills. 

This morning Mr. Andrews called me at College before six o'clock, 
and we soon departed together towards Braintree, where we arrived at 
about nine. Mr. Andrews breakfasted with us, and then proceeded to 
Hingham. Mj spirits were so much exalted yesterday that a contrary 
effect seems this day to take place ; the bow string by being too much 
distended cannot regain its usual position without an intermediate re- 
laxation. The weather was sultry, and I felt much fatigued. 

18th. Upon the warmest day we have had this summer I was 
obliged to go to Boston, upon a hard trotting horse with the sun 
blazing in my face all the way. I do not know that I ever suffered 
more from the heat. And when I got into Boston I was obliged to 
bustle about almost all the day. I had to call three times at Mr. 
Green's store before I could get the payment for a bill of exchange; 
which, I think^ is a very irregular manner for a merchant to transact 
business. I got the money, however, in the afternoon. I dined at Mr. 
Dawes's, he was not at home himself; but Mrs. Dawes is a charming 
woman. She is handsome, but there is an amiable sweetness in her 
countenance and manners far more pleasing than the most perfect 
beauty could be without it. W. Cranch accompanied me in all my 
excursions. We went together on the top of Beacon hill, and greatly 
enjoyed the fine prospect and the refreshing breeze. At about seven 
o'clock the wind got round, and it grew quite cool. I mounteil, and 
rode about a quarter of an hour in the rain, after which I had a toler- 
able ride, and got home by nine o'clock. I had taken some letters 
from the post-office, which were from my sister at New York. 

19th. I was considerably fatigued by my jaunt of yesterday, but 
made out, however, to read something in the course of the day ; and in 
the slow progress which I have made since I came to Braintree I have 
at length got through the volume of Dr. Priestley upon History and 
General Policy, which I take to be an excellent work. I shall take as 
early an opportunity as possible to peruse it again. 

20th. 1 tarried at home this forenoon, in order to write a letter to 
my sister. In the afternoon I attended at meeting. Went up to Mr. 
C ranch's after meeting, and pass'd an hour there. I took my leave of 
them, and went home to prepare for returning to Newbury-PorL I 
know not that I ever left Braintree with so much regret. I have past 
my time most agreeably here these five weeks, and have had almost all 
my nearest connexions and dearest friends about me ; but otherwise, 
almost all the time has been lost to me, and I must return to those 
pursuits which are to be the support of my future life. In the winter 
I hope to spend some weeks here, and then I shall endeavour to join 
the utile dulci. 
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21st, Thifl morning I left Brain tree in company with mj brother 
Tom, who was going to Haverhill ; and ia order to have compaujj so 
great a part of the way, I determined to go there with him. We stopped 
a short time at Cambridge, aiid I went to Dr» Raud'a to take a letter 
from Miss New hall, as I had promised her at CommencemenL She 
was gone out, but had left the letter* We dined in Wilmington, and 
got to Haverhill between seven and eight o*clock* In Wo burn, we 
saw young Bartlett, who hud thoughts some time since of opening an 
otHce in Brainlree, but gDt discouraged ihero and finally determined 
upon Wo burn, where, from the appearance of the place, I should doubt 
Bomewhat of his Bucceediug very much ; hut in the present state of the 
profesfionj there can be but little choice of place for a young man. 

22d. I went to see Leonard White this forenoon. His father has 
been unwelJ for some days past. His complaints are of a letbargic 
nature, and his liabit is such that such disorders must probably prove 
in the end fatal to him. He now sleeps as much as half bis time, 
and is consequently half dead. I went to see Mrs. Bartlett, and saw 
Mr. S. Blodget there ; his brother Caleb, and young Mr. Breck I met 
with yesterday on the road from Boston, at the tavern, and they came 
forward befure ns. I pasa'd the afternoon at Mr. Thaxter's, and the 
evening at Mr. Shaw's. 

23d, I had almost promised Mr. Thaxler to wtiit tilt the afternoon ; 
but as there was ao appearance of a probability that the weather would 
be disagreeable, I thought it would be safest to come home before din- 
ner. My brother Tom rode with me about four miles to tli© ferry, 
I got to my lodgings between twelve and one. I called at Dr. Kilham*s 
shop, and there received an invitation from Mr. Marquand to dine 
with him. There was some company there; but persons with whom I 
had no acquaintance. I called at the office in the afternoon, and re- 
turned to Mr. Martjuand's to tea. In the evening, I went and deliv- 
ered to Miss Coats tbe letter which Miss Newhall left for her, and 
came home quite early, 

24th« I returned, and once more took my seat in the office, hut 
did little this forenoon. Thompson was unwell, and did not attend. 
I went with Putnam to club at Little's ; there were only three of ua, 
Thompson being indisposed, and Stacey out of town. I was this day 
inform*d tliat Pickmaa has lain aside all thoughts of practising law, 
and has already opened a store in Boston. The determination was 
rather sudden : for it is but a fortnlijht since he was sworn into Court 
at Salem, where he then intended to open an office immediately. But 
he never was fond of tbe profession, and while he was studying with 
us 1 suspected that he would never do much business as a lawyer. 

25th. Sir. Andrews came to town last night, and called to see us 
at the office this forenoon. They have engaged him to preach here at 
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Mr» Carey '8 for six Sundays, and will probably employ him longer 
BtilL I returued Lliis day to Bacon's Pletus and Pleadings^ which I 
left when I went to Brainlree, but could not proceed with great advan- 
tage, aa I left my extract book in a small trunk w^bieh was to come 
this day in the stage, but has Bomehow fiiiled. I shall make some 
altenitioDS for the future in my plan of study, I shall not confine 
Bayself so closely and exclusively to the law ; but shall devote some 
part of the day to studies of a lighter and more eotertainmg 
kind. 

26th. I went to pay a risifc to Mrs, Hooper, but disappointed her 
by having no news from her son Jo, who is now with Mr. Townsend. 
Took a long walk quite alone. We have a new boarder at my lodg- 
ings I a Mr. Komain, a Frenchman, who came a few days after I went 
from here lasL I have not seen him yet, as he went oii a fishing party 
the day that I came home^ and is not yet returned. 

27th, Mr* Andrews preached for us this day, and was somewhat 
longer than usual, to the great satisfaciion of some people wlio c^innot 
easily he conlenUd, Mr, Spring and Mr. Min-ray both had a third meet- 
ing in the evening; it was occasional at Mr. Murray's, but Blr. Spring 
is determined henceforth to make a practice of giving a lecture on 
Sundays, besides one in the evening oti Thursdays. As Mr. Carey's 
parish may now be considered as vacant, an opportunity presents to 
attract some of those who belong there- The spiritual welfare of the 
individuals may charitably be supposed the only motive which Mr. 
Spring will acknowledge, even to himself, but says the Duke de la 
Rochefoucault, (who was as fully convinced of the depravity of the 
human heart as Mr, Spring, and who was much better aecjuaiute^i with 
it), '* L'esprit est toujours la dupe du cceur," — the head is ever the 
dupe of the heart. Aud, when the passions assume the form of princi- 
ple, the disguise wOl be discovered hy every body else sooner than by 
the man who is directed by them* Mt. Spring's interest will be pro- 
moted should he make converts* for Ids parish is small and poor j his 
vanity will be flattered, by brioging people over to his opinion ; and 
when in addition to this, his imagination fondly persuades him that 
his cause is likewise the cause of God, it is not to be wondered that 
be can reconcile himwelf to contradictions, and that his practice is 
openly at variance with his theory, w^hich condemns the use of means 
for bringing sinners to repentance. 

28th. I finished reading Bacon's Pleas and Pleading; but the sub* 
ject is so knotty that I must at some future period read this over once 
or twice more, I began a third time upon Blackstone, a book whii.*h 
a lawyer cannot possibly read too nmch. In the evening, I walk*d 
into Newbury with Stacey. I have been engaged for some days upon 
a matter which takes all my leisure time : it is in writiitg a piece for 
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the Sth o! September. The Society at Cambridge^ have ordered me 
to speak on that daj ; and I shall obey, if I can possibly attend. 

29 th^ After spending the day as usual, I walked with Stacey and 
Putnam. After going some way into Newbury we returu'd and walk'd 
upon a aort of a terrass in High Street. We there saw a number of 
young ladies who seemed to expect to be accosted; and some of wbom 
fijially sat down on the grass, perhaps to see if that would not call 
our atterition to them ; but we were really inexorable, Dotwithstanding 
Miss Bradbury was there. Indeed it has been observed that Putnam 
haa of late wholly altered his conduct towards her ; and there have 
been many speculations concerning the cause or the causes of this 
difference. Some o! these young ladies were bo much piqued at our 
apparent neglect of them that they revenged themselves wiih proper 
spirit by laugh uig loud at us m we past by them ; and what pun- 
ish mutit could possibly be more severe than the ridicule of a young 
lady ? 

30th. This afternoon Mr. Cutler called at our oiTiee, and per- 
suaded me to ride with him up to Mr, Brown's farm, where we found 
a number of young ladies. The afternoon was tolerably insipid; we 
drank tea there, and afterwards escorted the ladies. I rode with Miss 
Jones, and left her at Captain Fletcher's. I afterwards returned 
there, but sbe was already gone. There was a very brilliant northern 
light in the evening. Mr* Cutler is one of the most complaisant per- 
Bons with whom I am acquainted. The ladies employ him upon almost 
every occasion, and yet behave to him in such a manner as does not 
express a sense of obligations received. They even slight and disre- 
gard him for performing those services by which he renders himself 
useful to them. There are problems in the female character which 
are not easily solved. 

31st. I amuse myself in reading Junius's letters, which, though 
the factious productions of a partizan^ contain many excellt^nt observa' 
tions upon men and manners. We met this evening at Putnam's. 
Thompson left us to go to lecture I 



Friday, August 1st, 1788. 

The day was spent in the usual uninteresting manner. Indeed it 
may be generally observed that the more advantageously the day is 
employed for myself, the less I have to say at the close of it. I 
walk'd in the evening with Stacey, till afler nine o'clock. 

2d. Mr. Farnham proposed to mo this morning to join a party 
which was formed to go in the afternoon to the grove ; a romantic 
spot where the young people are food of visiting. I declined, how- 

1 Tliu Phi Beta KapjMi Society. 
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ever, and they iiually gave up the scheme, as they were informed the 
proprietor of the land had some objections. I have been this week 
tolerably industrious. 

3d. I heard Mr. Andrews preach. About as long as he was last 
Sunday. I think he is gaining ground in the parish, and am in 
hopes that he may be finally settled without much opposition ; which 
would greatly disappoint some flaming zealots, who, like all zealots, 
justify unworthy means by the sanctity of the end. I walk'd in the 
beginning of the evening with Stacey, and afterwards called at Mrs. 
Hooper's. Betsey gratified her temper by the most unlimited severity 
upon a number of young ladies who usually associate together. There 
appears by her conversation to be some peculiar enmity against theou 
Her mother always reproves her, and always follows her example. 
There appears a singular pleasure in observing the trifling and silly 
conduct of that circle ; and thus, throughout society, the follies of one 
always contribute to the gratification of many others. 

4th. Blackstone still furnishes me with employment for my fore- 
noon hours; and I this day took up the fourth volume of Hume's 
History, which I was reading when I last went from here. This 
author's manifest partiality in favour of the Stuarts, his unceasing 
labours to palliate their faults, and his blindness to their crimes, must 
be overlook'd or forgiven in favor of the great entertainment which he 
affords. I pass'd the evening with Thompson, at Mr. Carter's. The 
conversation was not uncommonly interesting, though the old gentle- 
man is always agreeable to me. Betsey Smith of Boston was there, 
and has been with them for several weeks. 

5th. This forenoon a Doctor Young came to our office, for a writ 
against a number of insurgents. It seems he was a volunteer in the 
service of government, the winter before last, and, being upon a party 
against several of them, received a ball in his knee, which has made 
him a cripple for life. He brought an action against them some time 
since at Worcester. But his jury were one half of them insurgents, 
who were for giving him no damages, and the other half thought he 
should have a thousand or fifteen hundred pounds. They could not 
agree, upon which he discontinued his action, and is now determined 
to bring one forward in this county, where he hopes to find a more 
impartial jury. The cause will, I doubt not, be very interesting, and 
Mr. Parsons will exert himself. I walk'd in the evening with Stacey. 

6th. Putnam went last week to Danvers, and return 'd this forenoon. 
He brought me a letter which came from Townsend enclosing one 
for Mrs. Hooper. Amory it seems has suddenly determined to open 
an ofiice in Salem, and has already put his determination into execu- 
tion. He had concluded to take a trip, either to Georgia or Carolina; 
but upon being informed that Pickman had altered his scheme, he 
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thought it would be best to trj his fortune first in this part of the 
country, I went in the evening with Thompson np to Mrs. Atkins'a. 
I told them tlmt Townsend was coming here next week, Becca said 
she hoped he would muke himsHtdf welcome by bringing Jo Hooper with 
him. It was conjectured while Townsend lived in tliia town tlmt he 
had a partiality for this lady. lie frequented the house very much ; 
and there appears now a coolness in them bordering upon the resent- 
ment of disappointment. Mrs* Atkins said that a man must generally 
be a good judge of his own compositions, and ask'd rue if I was of that 
opinion. I was not, and endeavoured to avoid answering directly ; but 
she woidd not suffer it; and I was finally obliged to agree to the truth 
of her observation ; protestando to myself that it was only from com- 
plaisance to a lady that I agreed, which will always exeuso a little 
8elf-<lenying^ as Hiidibras calls it. 

7th. Thompson did not attend this day at the office. Phillips 
called to see us tbis afternoon. He has been to Portsmouth, and is 
now upon his return to Boston, He expects to read law in Mr. 
Dawes's office. I walked into Newbury this evening with Stacey. 
The evenings grow long to my great regret. At present I can employ 
the evening from dusk till nine o'clock in walking ; and as I am not 
over fond of visiting, this ia the most agreeable, as well as to me the 
most useful, method of spending my time* I am not upon famih'ar 
terms in one house in town ; and upon the cobl formality of cere- 
mony, with which all my visits must be accompanied^ I confers 1 wish 
not to he extensively acquainted, 

Bth* We met tlua evening at my lodgings, as we have changed the 
evening in order to accommodate Thompson, who wishes to attend Mr, 
Springes lecturea* This young fellow, who is possessed of most violent 
passions, which he with great difficulty car command, and of unbounded 
ambition, which he conceals perhaps even to himself, has been seduced 
into that bigoted, illiberal system of religion which, by professing vainly 
to follow purely the dictates of the Bible, m reality contradicts the 
whole doctrine of the New Testament, and destroys all the boundaries 
between good and evil, between right and wrong* But, like all the foU 
lowers of that sect, his practice is at open variance with hia theory. 
When I observe into what inconsistent absurdities those persona rua 
who make speculative, metaphysical religion a matter of importance, 
I am fully determined never to pnzzle myself in the mazes of religious 
diacussion, to content myself with practising the dictates of God and 
reason so far aa I can judge for myself, and resign myself into the 
anna of a Being whose tender mercies are over all hia works, 

9th» Thompson went to see Miss Roberts at Kewtown, I cannot 
read with so much satisfaction for some days past, as I usually do, as 
my eyes are very troublesome. Walked in the evening, but quite alone, 

21 
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1 finisbed a daj or two since my performance for the 5tli of next 
montl*, ami ara cow very closely engaged in a matter which has been 
accumulating upon me tbeso two mouths. 

10th* Mr. Kimball supplied the place of Mr. Andrews this day. 
I observed none of CupC Coombs 'b family were at meeting, and heard 
in the afternoon that liis daughter Polly had left this worbl, and I 
trust for a better, this mornings after an illness of four or tive months. 
In the afternoon I went to Mr* Spring's meeting, and heard a ilr. 
Story preach there, hfimmering away in the true stile upon predcstma- 
tion and free-will. Kone but an atheist, he said, could doubt of the 
former ; and no man that had common sense of the latter, lie en- 
deavoured to soften his system as much as possible ; hoping thereby^ 
I suppose, that he might be employ 'd in the other parish. I walked 
with Stacey and Romain^ in the evening. We met Amory, who was 
returning from Cape Ann, with Miss Fietcher. After he had carried 
her home, he went at about nine in the evening with Stacey to Ipswich. 

llth. Tliompsou w^atch'd last evening j in conseqnenco of which 
he felt not much disposed to study closely thi^ diiy, and was but little 
at the office, WalkM in the evening with Putnam. 

12th, I called in the afternoon, for about half an hour, at the office. 
Attended Miss Coombs*s funeral. It was very long. I walk\i with 
Putnam, As we were returning we accosted Miss Jones and Misa 
Fletcher, and waited on them home. After which we went to see 
Townsend, who came in town this forenoon ; we past an hour or two 
there, and afterwards walk'd till between nine and ten. Tow^nsend's 
cough still hangs upon him; and, ahhough he fancies himself essen- 
tially better, his situation appears to me more dangerous than it did 
four months ago. His spirits however are as brisk and lively as they 
ever were; and he talks as much as ever, which I believe is rather 
Injurious to him, Jly time flies from me with the rapidity of a whirl- 
wind, every hour is precious, and every moment unemployed becomes 
a subject of regret. This afternoon has been lost to me» unless the 
view of the object before me be tunied to some profit ; though even 
that, by showing more forcibly the brevity and nncertainty of life^ 
should rather condemn me for neglecting to improve every minute 
to the best purposes. 

13th. Mrs. Emery, who has been very ill these four or five weeks, 
died last night, leaving to the wide world two orphan children,^ who 
three years ago had the fairest prospects of sharing a fortune of ten 

1 Hannah Tracy Emery {mtpra, p, 46) and Robert Emery. Re entered Har^ 
Tftrd ColJegej but Iom of property compelled liirn to leave ; went to eea ; wm a 
ship-master at twenty ; lived in Newburyport, Salem and Bo»tnn ; died Autriist 1, 
1341. Rufua Emeryf Genealogic&l Eecordt of Detc«ndanti of John and Anthany 
Emery, p. 40(3. 
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thousand pounris sterling; but who, in consequence of Mr, Tracy's 
misfortunes, are now almost destitnte of support. I walkM in the 
evening with Suicey and Little, Stacey lel't n«. We met Putnam 
walking with some young ladies. I joined them, and piisaM the 
remainder of the evening at Mr. Frazier's. These young Mlssses have 
assumed au importance rather above their years, and to the triiiing 
conduct and convcTsatiou of childhood unite the punctilious formality 
of riper years. I receive not much siilisfaction in their company, and 
as they are hnndsorae I had rather look at them for five minutes than 
be with them tive hours. Putnam is not so ditBcnlt to please ; he can 
conform to their manners, and enter into all their debates. lie is con- 
sequently a favourite, 

14th. This was a day of humiliation and prayer at Mr. Carey's, 
on account of his sickness, and to implore the assistance of Providence 
in choosing acolleiigue to supply his place. Mr. Webster of Salisbury 
preached in the forenoon, and performed Tery well. But Dr. Tucker 
in the afternoon was very interesting and pathetic, in showing how 
good and pleasant a thing it is for brethren to dwell together in unity. 
1 attended Mrs. Emery's funeraL Mr. Andrews made the prayer, 
and performed even better than was expected. I passed part of the 
evening with Townsend ; called at Mr, Tufts's to see Mrs. Shaw, but 
she was gone out, Mr, Shaw called to see me in the moraing. They 
Cffljne in town last night. 

15th. I called in at Mr. Ttifts's to see Mrs. Shaw this morning* I 
found old Mr. Carter there. Geneological as usual. I dined at his 
house, with my friends from Haverhill. lie asked me to return to tea ; 
I excused myself. He said that tippling business would be going on, 
every afternoon at six o'clock ; if I would call there I should be wel- 
come. I returned to the office, but felt so much dissipated that I could 
not attend witb much application. We met this evening at Stacey 's 
lodgings. Townsend went away just I>efore sunset. Lincoln^ a class- 
mate of Thompson^ pass'd the evening with us. Though a young 
preacher, he is not so rigid in bis principles as many others are. In 
the close of the evening we took a walk. 

IGth- Dined with Townsend, in company with Mr, Andrews and 
Thompson. After dinner we took a ride ; went down to Mr. N, 
Tracy*B, but he was not at home. On the road we met the Governor, 
who w^as coming into town. We went to Mrs. Atkins's* She was in 
fine spirits ami consequently very good company. We were, however, 
obliged to come away early, as the weather was rather disagreeable* 
I spent the evening at Mr. Hooper's. Mr. Cutler was there. We 
stroird about, an hour or more, after we came away. The week haa 

' Rev. Henry Lincoln (R. C. 1786), bom Kovember 3, 1765. in Ilingham ; p&ntor 
at F&lniQuth ; died May 28| 18^7, ia Nantucket. HtAt. of Eingham, vol ii, p. 467* 
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difiappcrnrc^l in a very siDgnlar manner, some thing or other has taken 
iiK) from my Ktiulies every day ; and at the close of the week I regret 
the; tiino lost without being able to repair it. This is not the first 
timo that I have experienced this effect since I came into this town, 

and I ^'really f(*ar it will not be the last 

17th. Mr. Andrews preached for us; this forenoon he was lengthy 
hi hiH pniy(;r upon the late misfortunes in the several families. In his 
firnnon ho likewise touched upon the subject, in recommending to ns 
MO to niiinlMT our days that we might apply our hearts nnto wisdom* 
1 past tho (^vcnin;; with Towusend. There fell a considerable quantity 
of ruin in tho conrso of the last night and of this day. And it will be 
vf'ry UM^ful, as the fruits of the ground were languishing for want of 
moist un;. 

IHth. This morning I perceived a deal of stirring in the streets, 
iind w{is finally inform(>d that the Governor was reviewing the troops 
nf this town ; nft(;r which a number of officers and other gentlemen 
I'sr-ortod his t'xrrlltrnry to Haverhill, where he intends to dine, and 
ih^n, 1 snppos(!, hn means to show himself somewhere else. I passed 
thn diiy at tho oIVku;, and the evening at home in writing. I in- 
trndf'tl to havo tak(>n my usual exercise; but upon leaving the office 
I fnnnd it. was rainin^^, and it continued all the evening. I amused 
tnysrlf t.olrrahly well at home. I have indeed had for some time past 
nhiioMl as much lMiHin(*sH to do at my lodgings as at the office; bat I 
hopn to l»o gradually nrlioved. 

r.ttii. Snvcral of tho gentlemen •who accompanied the Governor 
yoMtrM'day to Ilavf^rhill w(^nt on to Salem with him, and did not return 
til) tliis ('vrnin^. 1 was with Townscnd. 

*20ih. I was walking with Putnam in one of the streets in town 
this oviniii^s w\um wo heard a strange noise in a house, and a number 
of p»'0|»|n Hiandin;^ round it. We went up to the window and heard 
a ni/in vxhorlhi^, as th(*y call it, that is calling upon God in every tone 
of vniip, atid repeating a number of texts of scripture incoherently 
JiiKldliMl t^>;r«*t.JM'r so as to make an unintelligible jumble of nonsense, 
wliirh they thitik is a ])roper method of seeking the Lord. 

2 1 si. Ifpon Sta(*oy*s invitation J went with him and Putnam, and 
two yoiin;^ lads by tho name of Greenough, to Mr. Greenleafs, where 
wn had somotliiti^ liko a concert of music. The house was soon filled 
with jnoplo ; it secMned as if there was nobody within five miles that 
had ovi-r heard tho sound of a violin before. Some of the young 
ladies tli(Mi^lit it would bo pretty to join with their voices in the 
niusie ; atid i]u) <!oncort thenceforth became both vocal and instrumen- 
tal. 1 was fati^U(;d by ten o'clock and could blow no more ; and find- 
ing that Staot^ and Putnam had got so much engaged with a lovely 
songstress, (or one that might be lovely) as shew no prospect of 
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an intention to quit, I came off, and lefl them at about eleven 
o'clock. 

2 2d, We assembled tbig evening at ThompsOD'a. Mr. Greenleaf 
called in and past an hour with us. He was apprehensive that we were 
disgusted with the crowd last evening ; but wo ud deceived him. He 
taJk'd about the war ; for he was an officer hi onr army* 

"And little of tbis great world can he speak 
Mure than pertains to feats of broils and battle. '^ ^ 

Putnam has not yet got over his trick of leaving ub to join the young 
ladies ; but this evening he acknowledged he was goitig to Mr. 
Frazier^s. We likewise walk'd in the evening, and stroH'd about UU 
ten o'clock. 

23d. Dined at Thompson's, with Mr. Andrews and Townsend, In 
the afternoon 1 took a ride with Littlts to Haverhill. I endeavoured to 
persuade him to go with me the week after next to Cambridge ; but 
my labour was in vain. We had a very smart thunder shower while 
we were on the road, but it was very soon over. 

Here this journal very abruptly breaks off. I had long doubted 
whether the utility attending the method which I have pursued were 
adequate to the time I have devoted to it. But an indisposition which 
for two months has prevented me from writing, has finally turned the 
wavering scale* I will not however immediately drop all memorials 
of my transactions ; but the remainder of this volume w ill probably 
contain a space of time as long as that recorded already in more than 
two vols, and an half. 

Wednesday, September 3d. I went over the river with Stacey and 
Bo ma in upon a shooting party. We had tolerable success. It was 
very windy ; and with a heavy boat and only one oar we had some 
difficulty to get across the river. Bridge arrived this day in town* I 
proposed to him to go with me to-morrow ; and he has partly promised 
to accept my proposal, I this evening informed Mrs. Leathers of my 
intention to change my lodgings, 

Thursday, September 4th. Left Newbury-Port this morning with 
Bridge. We dined at Putnam's in Dan vers, very indifferent enter- 
tainment. After mistaking our road and going to Winisimet ferry, 
we finally got to Cambridge a little before nine o'clock. Lodg'd at 
Bradishs. 

Friday, September 5th, The assembly at the anniversary of 4> B K 
was more numerous than I have known it. There were near forty 
members present, among whom were two from Dartmouth College. 
Lincoln, who was to have been one of the speakers, obtained leave to 
be excused on account of ill health- The Governor, happeamg to be 

1 Othello, Act L Scene 3, 
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here Tvith the admiral, and some other officers of the French squadron, 
now in Boston harbour, honoured us with his presence, as did all the 
csollege ofldcers. I spoke the oration which is hereto annexed, after 
which we retired to the butler's chamber ; the French Gonsulj^ who 
had likewise attended, came there to compliment me, &c. After 
doing what business was necessary, we all went down to Warland'a 
and dined together; and the ftjstive board crowned the eujojments of 
friendship. 



We separated early in the afternoon, and I went and paid a visit at 
Dr. Waterhouse's, and at Mr* Williams's. I went to Boston, where 
Bridge left me ; and I t^ok up my brother Tom. We met my class- 
mate Tom Chandler,^ who just came from Halifax, We got to Braintree 
between seven and eight o'clock, where I found Mr. Parsons, who 
pass'd the evening with us, hut lod^^'d at Mr, Woodward's. 

Snndiiy, September 7tli, 1 788. The Marquis de Siiinneville, com- 
mander of the French Squadron now in the harbour, and the Chevalier 
Maccarty de Martegues, captain of the Achille, dined here to-day. 
Several other ofTicers were detained by the badness of the weather, 

Wednesday, September 10th, The Governor, with the captaijia of 
the French vessells, the French Consul and some other gentlemen, dined 
with ns* 

Friday, September 12th. I left Braintree to return to Newbury- 
Port. Found Bridge in Boston. Dined at Mr, Smith's. We left 
Boston at about five o'clock, aod rode ten miles to Newhall's tavern, 
where we lodge. 

Satttrday, September 12th. Breakfasted in Salem; saw Amory 

1 Le Sieur de L'EtoTnbe was consul for Massacfiusetta in 1788. July 13, 1708, 
bifl exequatar, as Consul Gen oral resident in Philadelphia, was revoked by Presi- 
dent Adams for iiifrmgements of the neatrality of the United States. Se« John 
Adams, Works, vol. viii, p. 015; toL ix. pp. tJ^ 14, 170; Wells, J^ife and Public 
Services of Samuel Adams, voU iii. p. 141. 

3 *' TJiomas ClmiidJerof Worcester was nineteen the 11th of last January, His 
father was formerly one of the most opulent individaals in N. England ; bat ia 
consequence of his siiiing with the British in the late war, a large part of it was 
coDflscated ; he had fifteen or sixteen chiliiren^ so that Tom has not the prosp-eeC 
of a very great estate. His disposition Is good ; he ia extremely ijasciblei but 

He carries anger, as the flint bears fire ; 

a trifle will throw him off his guard, but a moment's recollection, refonns him. 
In the space of flv^e minutes I have seen him calm, raging, violent and repenting; 
excepting at «ueh times his temper is easy and contented ; his happiness, however, 
proceeds chieHy from want of thought and refleetion. Id shorty he appears to be 
influenced so entirely by his passions that I should think him rather an instru- 
ment of action than a moral agent.'' Manuscript diary of J. Q. Adams, March 
14» 17S7. Ctmndler was a " merehntit " in Worcester, and died ttiero in May, 
1804. W. Lhicoh}, Hiat, of Worcester (1862), p. 226. 
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and LearnotL Dined at Ipswicli. We got to Newbiirj-Port at about 
five. We lodge this night ut Mrs. Hooper's, 

Suuduyj September liith. I did not sleep a wink the whole night. 
My nerves are in a very disagreeable state of irritation. 1 attended 
meeting all day at Dr. Tucker^s, witli Bridge. I called in the evening 
at Mr. N. Carter's and at Mr. Tults*3j to deliver letters. At Mr. 
Tufts's I saw Mr, Shaw, who I find preached for Mr. Andrews this 
day. I retired early, and went to bed, but could get no sleep. After 
laying about three hours, I got up and went over to Dr. Swett, and 
requested him to supply me witli au opiate, which he did ; it gradually 
composed my nerves, and gave me a few hours of sleep. 

Saturday, September 20th. I have had three or four sleepless nights 
tbis week, and for the little rest I have enjoyed I have been indebted 
to soporific draughts. I dined this day witli Air. Parsons, with Bridge 
and with Foster,^ who took bis station in the of flee onTlmrsday. Tbis 
afternoon I mounted a liorsie aud went to Haverhill^ where lam deter* 
mined to spend a few days, and see if I cannot recruit my health. I 
found H. Lincoln here. 

Wednesday, September 24th. Lincoln went yesterday for lling- 
bam ; I went with Mr. aud Mrs. Shaw to Andover. There was a 
large company at Mr. Symmes's ; * and after dinner we had a lecture, 
the sermon w^;is intolerably long. Singing remarkably good. We 
got back to Haverhill just after sunset. My brother Charles with 
Daniel Russell arrived here this evening. Charles obtained leave to 
come and see me. Mr, Thaxter aud his lady pass'd part of the even- 
ing here* 

Saturday, September 27th. Another tedious, sleepless night. 
Charles and Russell returned to Cambridge. I dined at IVIr. White's, 
and in the afternoon got a little sleep which greatly refreshed my 
drooping spirits. Mr, French was here in the evening, 

Tuesday, September 30th. The w eather was not very favourable ; 
but, as the Court of Common Pleas was to sit this week in Kewbnry- 
Port, I concluded to return there. When I got home I found Bridge 
unwell. Nothing done at Court bnt preparatory business this day. I 
retired early to bed. 

Wednesday, October 1st, 1788. 

" O gentle sleep, 
Nature's soft Nurse, how have I frighted thee 
That thou no more wilt weigh mine eye lids down 
And steep my senses in forge tfuln ess/' • 



1 Boisen^er Foiter, ekftfiinflte of J. Q. Adama ; »ee supra, p. 53, 
a Kpv. Willifim Symmes, D.TX {U, C. 1750), paator at North AndoTcr, 1758- 
1807. Hard, Hist, of Essex County, pp. imn, 1067. See supra, p. 38. 
' IL Henry IV., Act iii. Scene L 
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In the present situation of mj health I cannot possibly attend at all 
to study, and this circumstance with some others has determined me to 
spend some weeks, perhaps some months, at Braintree. I spoke for a 
place in the stage which goes to Boston to-morrow. No business of 
consequence done at Court this day. Fas8*d part of the evening at 
Mr. Jackson's. 

Thursday, October 2d. I took my seat in the stage, in company with 
a lady who came from Portsmouth, and Mr. Vaughau, the brother of 
the gentlemen with whom I was acquainted in London.^ It was seven 
in the evening before we got to Boston. I went to Mr. Smith's ; we 
pass'd part of the evening, and lodged at Dr. Welch's. Lodg'd at 
Mr. Smith's. 

Friday, October 3d. W. Cranch came into Boston with my father, 
who, coming upon business which will detain him in town this night, 
gave me an o])portunity to get to Braintree. I came home in company 
with my cousin. 

Tuesday, October 7th. Mr. Murray,* the preacher who came from 
England with my father, came this day to pay him a visit, with his 
lady whom he has lately married. He appears to be a man of an 
easy temper and an ingenious mind, though not highly improved by 
learning. Ills wife is agreeable ; though she appears a little tinctured 
with what the French call le precieux. 

Tuesday, October 14th. My occupations have been very regular, 
and similar for a week past. Last Thursday night I again experienced 
a total want of sleep. By the help, however, of medecine and of con- 
stant exercice I think I am in a way to recover. 

[This portion of the diary here ends abruptly. The last three words 
of it began a sentence never completed, — " This evening my — ." 
The next page is blank. The three closing entries, those of October 
dd, 7th, and 14th, were made at Braintree. Mr. Adams remained there 
from October 3d to December 8th, riding, tramping the fields and 
marshes gun in hand, and reading Gibbon's " Decline and Fall," the 
** Institutes of Justinian," and Foster's " Crown Law." He continued 
to suffer from insomnia, and the consequent depression of spirits found 
no alleviation from attendance on church services conducted by Parson 
Wibird, who, he emphatically declared, " has no feeling." From the 
ministrations of the Hev. Oliver Everett, of Dorchester, father of 

1 In October, 1783, J. Q. Adams visited London with his father; and, in the 
following summer, when his mother and sister crossed the Atlantic to join John 
Adams, recently appointed Minister to France, he spent a month in London 
awaiting their arrival. Letters of Mrs. Adams, (1848) pp. 173, 186, 186; J. 
Adams, Works, vol. iii. pp. 386-387. 

2 Doubtless Rev. John Murray, the Universalist preacher; pastor at Glouces- 
ter, Mass. See Appleton, Cyclopaedia of American Biography; Babson, Uist 
of Gloucester, pp. 429-439. 
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Ed^vard E?€retfe, wbo occasionally excbanged pulpita with Mr. Wibird, 
he derived more satiis faction. In Noyember Juhn Adams and hia wife 
left Brain tree to go to NtJW York, temporarily the seat of the new 
Federal Government, in which Mr. Adams had been chosen to the 
office of Vice-Prtifiident Oa the 8th of December J. Q. Adams re- 
tnjTied to Newbury port, resuiuing his studies in the office of Mr* 
Parsons. His diary was now reduced to daily memoranda of a single 
line each^and so continued until the following September (1789), The 
winter of 1788-1789 waa passed partly at Newburyport and partly at 
Braintree, reading, riding, skating, and "hunting for partridges and 
quails," with occasional social entertainments. Among the law books 
now read, be noted Barringtoii's "Observations on the Statutes ** and 
Buller's "Kisi Pritis.*' He became also intimate with the family of 
Mr. Moses Frazier, of Newbury port, one of whose daughters, ilary, 
especially attracted him. Rumors of a marriage engagement were in 
circulation ; and, years afterwards, there appeared ia a Newbury port 
paper a higlily colored account of the incident, in which Mr. Adams, 
tlien ei'Preaident and a man of sevcDty, was made to declare ''that in 
alt which constitutes genuine beauty, loveliness, personal accomplish- 
ments, intellectual endowraouts and perfect purity of life and heart, 
Miss Mary Frazier excelled " anything he had ever known of *■* the moat 
attractive and recognized beautifu! among the female sex in Europe 
and America.** And he declared that he ** loved her then,'* and loved 
** her memory " still ^ The writer of this overcolored and extremely 
apocrypbul narrative then went on to add that J. Q. Adams acknowl- 
edged to him an engagement with Miss Frazier, but on the understand- 
ing ** that should either see cause to change their mind they were left 
free to do so. The direct cause of the breaking off of the engagemeut 
[was] because of the very proper interference and advice of Misa 
Fnizier's family and friends. They charged that Mr. Adams was quite 
young [twenty-two], without a profession, and with no Yevy good pros- 
pects as to the future," etc. And, Mr, Adams is alleged to have 
added, "In this advice they were about right, for I then certainly had 
DO very flattering prospects, near or remote-" The writer then asserted 
that the tradition in New bury port was that Miss Frazier remained 
unmarried until after the news reached her of the marriage of Mn 
Adams, in London, in 1797, seven years later. Concerning this epi* 
sode, Mr, Adams at the time wrote to his mother : *' But upon one 
subject^ on which from a passage in your letter I am led to suppose you 
are under some apprehensions on my aceount, I think I can safely assure 
you they may be quieted* You may rest as^suredj my dear Madam, that 
I am as resolutely determined never to connect a woman to desperate 

^ Recollect ioDS of Newburyport by James Morst, ** Newbury port Herald^" 
June m, 1804 

22 
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fortunes, as I am never to be indebted to a woman for wealth* The 
same spirit* I presume^ will operate equally to prevent either ef these 
cas€8f and you tihall never be requested for your consent to a connec- 
tion of mine, until I am able to support that connection with honor and 
independence." On the Dth of August, 1781^ his friend and fellow 
student, Wilham Amory, was married to Lucy Fletcher, Meun while 
his own health seems to have been in great degree jestored, for he 
notea numerous meetings of the **club" in which he participated, 
aociahle evenings^ '* noisy walks" and serenades *'till three in the 
morning/' One day they indulge in "an after dinner dance, company 
small hut agreeable"; and, the next, he sees "the ladies* scheme for 
a sail fall through/^ Altogether, the student life at Newburypurt 
seems not to have been devoid of attractions. Finally, after one 
of many evenings passed at Mr. Frazier's, the more detailed diary 
reopens.] 




Newhury-Port, Sunday, September 0th, 1789, 

Twelve months have nearly elapsed since I discontinued this journal 
altogether. Several months of ill health detained me at Brain tree, and 
w^holly disqualified me for the use of the pen ; after attending the 
session of the Siiprerae Judicial Court at Boston in February, I 
returned to this town on the 2Gtb day of March, since which mj 
health has been gradually restored, and is now almost as good as it 
was previous to my sickness. The events which have occurred since 
1 have omitted to record them have not been sulheiently interesting to 
induce me to regret the loss ; but as those which are now immediately 
before me may be more importantj I shall, for a few weeks at leasts 
resume the practice, which sickness at first, and indolence afterwards, 
led me to disuse* 

7th, 1 have for several months past intended to pay a visit to my 
frien^k at New York ; and several circumstances concur to render this 
period the most eligible for that purpose. I left Newbury-Port this 
morning in company with Mr, Atkins, Parsoa Andrews, and Tom 
Hooper who are going to Camlu'idge to attend the anniversary of the 
4» B K wliieh was deferr'd from the 5th inst' till to-morrow. My 
intention was to have gone from Boston in the stage, whicli is to pro- 
ceed on Wednesday for New York ; hut on my arrival in town 1 found 
the places were all taken np. I then concluded tlie most expeditious 
method would he to go from hence to Providence by land, and there 
take a passage for New York in one of the packets. I found the stage 
to Providence will go to-morrow morning nt four oelock. Being desti- 
tute of cash, I obtained of my friend J, Phillips the loan of a sum suffi- 
cient for my journey, for which I drew an order upon Dr, Tufts. I 
pasfl'd the eveniug very agreeably with W* C ranch at Mr, Dawes*B> 
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and between eleven and twelve came to Hatch's tavern, from wlience 
the sLage ttikes its departure.^ 

8th. It was six this moniirig before the stage started. I had two 
compitnions; one a Mr, Wri|,rht from North Ciirolina; the other a 
young man from Connecticnt bj tlie name of Liiuman.'^ We were 
tolerably sociable. Latiman sung a number of songs of his own accord, 
and suDg very welL But, upon being requesttjd by IVIr. Wright to 
continue, he altogether denied that he could siag at all. We break- 
fasted at Dedham» dined at Attleboroagh, and arrived at Providence at 
about MX in the evening* We stopped at Daggett's tavern. I wa!k*d 
round the town in the evening with Landman. Ho h young and 
communicatiTe* 

9th* I walked out with Lanrntm this morning, and went to the 
College, which consists only of one building,' nearly as long as two of 
the halls at Cambridge. This being a. time of vacation the tutors wero 
absent from the College, so that we had not an opportunity of seeiag 
the library ; which, however, is very small. The chambers are not, I 
think, so well arranged^ they are certainly not so decent, as those at 
Camhridge, Mr. John Brown's house ^ is likewise a very conspicuous 
building. We only saw the outside of it, which is the most magnificent 
and elegant private mansion that I have ever seen on this continent. 
The Biiptist church ^ in this town is said to be the handsomest house of 
public worship in America, a.nd there are a large number of very good 
private houses. Tiie streets appear to be busy, and every thing exhibits 
evidence tlmt this is a Nourishing and thriviug town. But the people 
appear much aggrieved by the proceedings of their government," who 

1 Israel Hatch then kept the White liarae Tavern, Newbury Street, && a part 
of Washington Street was called. It BtooJ a nhort di^tiince noiilh uf the present 
Adams House. See Dmke'fl Old LaiHlniarkt of Bofet^m, pp. ^^2, 303. 

^ Perhapa Jamea Lannian (Yale College, 1785), of Norwich, Conn., then 
(1789} twenty years old. He held afterwards numerous inj{inrtant ofSret* ; waa 
UiiJlcd States Senator 1819-1825; a « up porter of Crawlord for the rreeiirlt'nL'j ; 
a Jud|Ze in the Superior Court of Connecticnt 182(J-18:2L> ; mayor ot Norwich 
1831-1834 ; died August 7, 1841. Lantnaa, Biographical AnnaJj ; J. Q. Atlams, 
Memoira, etc. 

**' University Hall" at Brovrn ; then under the presidency of Jamea 
Manning. 

* The proprietor was a prominent and patriotic merchant, who planned and 
promoted the attack on the Bntiflh ship " Gaspee" in 1772. 

The house passed hy inheritunce to the HerriBoifs, amt then was purchased 
by Mrs. Elizabeth Gammelh It was lately acquired hy Mr, Marsden J. Ferry, 
and 13 being amply renovated, but the onRinal style is eaPefuHy prei^erved. 

* A fine church, built in 1775, from the designs of Jame^ Gibba, an English 
architect, who worked in the style of Wren. The University holds ita exerciaet 
for Conimencemeut there, 

* Then* was nincb dispute concerning the adoption of the Constitution of the 
United States. In the pret^ediniof year there had t>ecn party rancor and some 
Tiolence. See Arnoldj History of Uhode Island, vot ii> pp. 541, 547* 
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for fK^^eral jears pant have given the sanction of law to ewetj i 
of iniquity. Their Supreme Judicial Court are now in. 
Providence. I went into Court twice this forenoon ; they were doin^ 
nothing, and the appearance of the Judges was a perfect boriesqna 
upon juRtice. At about twelve o'clock we went on board the packed 
Let>pord^ having for fellow travellers, besides the two gentltfwnen with, 
whom I came from Boston, a Mr. Groldthwait, a oierchant of Newport, 
whom I formerly flaw at the Hague, and a number of women who 
appear habituated to move in humble stations of life. There waa a maiL 
with them, who entertained us very highly with singing. ELe had an. 
inexhaustible fund of songs ; but» in the whole collection, there was not 
one that I ever heard sung before ; nor one that was tolerably good» 
Vulgarity and nonsense were completely united in qy&j one of tfaenu 
The distance between Providence and Newport is about thirty miles* 
The usual passage is from dve to six hours, but we sailed in a calm, 
and, after being carried down by the tide and the trifling breezes whidi 
arose about half the way, we were obliged to come to anchor in order 
to avoid drifting baf*.kward by means of the tide, which had turned 
against us. We continued at anchor from seven in the evening to one 
in the morning ; and then again took advantage of the tide, and of a 
small favourable breeze which came up. The cabin was small ; the 
accommodations not sulficient for the number of passengers ; and the 
beds very indifferent. From a mixture therefore of choice and neces- 
sity, I walked on deck a great part of the night, and had not slept aa 
hour, when, at six in the morning, we arrived at Newport. 

10th. We put up at Townsend's tavern, being near the wharf from 
whence the New York packets sail. I engage<l my passage on board 
the Bam bier packet, Captain Peterson, who intends to sail to-morrow. 
I paid a visit to Mr. W. Ellery/ but Almy was not at home. I endeav- 
oured to sleep, but fouud it impossible. Lanman had letters for 
Mr. Marchant's family ; ^ and, soon after dinner called at Townsend's 
with young Marchant, who gave me an invitation to drink tea with 
him, and I accordingly went. There was some company. Mr. Mar- 
chant himself is gone upon a deputation to New York. His lady was 
Yery civil. His two daughters perform very well upon the spinnet, 
and accompany their performance with very good singing. I spent 

1 William Kllery, father of Mrs. Francis Dana of Cambridge, a signer of the 
Declaration of Independence and one of the most influential members of the 
ConfH'ess of the Confederation. Almy Ellerj, his daughter, married Hoo. WiUiam 
Stedman ; see fuprn, p. 14. G. C. Channing, Early Recollections of Newport, R. L, 
pp. 207-216; W. R. Staplen. Rhode Island in the Continenul Congress, etc. 

2 Prenumahly Henry Marchant, a delegate firom Newport to the Congress of 
the Confederation ; very actire in securing the adoption of the Constitution of 
the United States ; appointed by President Washington District Judge. W. R. 
Staples, Rhode Island in the Continental Congress, etc. 
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the afternoon and evening very agree^ibly, but retired early, being 
much fatigued after a sleepless oii^lit and an active day. 

11th. The wind is pleased to postpone our departure at least for 
one day more. Landman sailed at noon in a small boat for New*Lon- 
don, but returned before night; not being able to proceed further than 
a point about fifteen miles from this. A packet arrived from New York 
this day after a passage of Iwenty-four lioura. I was standing upon the 
wharf when she arrived, and was surprised to see W, Amory ^ step 
from her. He only stopped to dine, and intends going on as expedi* 
tiously as he can to Boston. I took the opportunity to write a letter 
to Bridge. I passed the afternoon at Mr, Marchant's, where I saw a 
daughter of President Stiles, a lady of great vivacity, entertaining 
conversation, and agreeable manoera, but no beauty. Mr. Goldthwait 
called upon us, and invited us to take tea with him ; he has two daugh- 
ters, who have no particular attractions of that kind which inspires 
admiration at first sight. We likewise found there a Mn Meyer, whom 
I once saw in Boston about six weeks ago. He is a Philadelphian, 
but is settled in the commercial Une at Cape Francois. There ia a 
softness in his character, which proceeds perhaps from an affectation of 
great sensibility. He ia apparently very fond of poetry, at»d is well 
acquainted with the English poets. His quotations from Milton, 



1 The following is from tlie diary of .T. Q. Adams kept while representing the 
Uaitetl Statet at the llRguc between UiH and 1797. The W. Amory of 1795 
cannot be identified positively with the bearer of the same name of six. years 
previous : — 

July 14, 1796. *' . . , In the afternoon W. Amory called on me ; aaid he wat a 
prisoner of war to the French army, and was deairoua if possible to be liberated ; 
timt be had been sick in the hospital nesvr Kotlerdam, these ten months, and 
being now upon tiie recovery, and having an opportunity to go home, he wat 
very anxious to obtain a (tiseharge, I wrote immediately to the Representative 
Richard a card, requesting to know when I could speak with him this day. 
Towards evening his Secretary BruM called and told me that Ricliard would he 
at home the remainder of the day^ and would see me at the ho^ur most con- 
venient to myaeif . I went immediately afterwards, and stated to the Hepresent- 
Btive the circumstances of Amory 's story us he had told them to me, told him 
that I knew him personally to be an American, and was mucli acquainted with 
bb family, which is highly refpectable. He said that the diacViarge should be 
granted without the least difficulty, that it would be given with much pleasure 
as a comphance with the request of the minister from a friend and ally of 
France, and if I would send the person to him in tlie morning with a line men- 
tioning hie name* and that he is the person concerning whom 1 had now spoken, 
he would immediately give the order necessary for his discharge, 

** 15, Amory called here again early this morning ; I gave lum the letter for 
the Ilepreseatalive Richard, and about an hour afterwards be returned, with an 
order from him for the discharge with permission to return to America* I then 
observed to Amory, that it was I supposed meant simply as authorizing him to 
go home, and it was perhaps expected that he should not go to England^ He 
said he certainly should not, and bis only wish was to return to hii own country." 
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Shakemare ai>i SL^stf^^oe ^re peshMpt too freqaeat : snd he intro- 
duced tlem ii; a ccr-par.j «i>e;« zo pcTwr. ex::Te^ Trtitman mud mj- 
self, appeared to hare acj tasce ioc I£l2^ kibd o€ Iheramre^ EUs own 
knovledfe of the belles ksms dt>» wx appear so exieni berond the 
English langna^e- 

12th. We are §dli deiaiaed bj a eomrarr viad. in a state of expeo- 
tadon ai^i suspense. I went acaia to Mr. EIkrx*s. bat was again 
nnfomm^ite, as neiiher his son nor daazhier was at home. I pass'd 
the afierDOon and part of the e^rminz wiih TjaRTmn, at Mr. Marchant's. 
A little circomstaDoe took i^ace which g^^^ cmt offense to Lanman, 
He was indeed in a greater passion than I should hare thooght 
necessarr. 

13th. The winds are still nnfiToarable: and I hare passed another 
doll, tedious dnj here^ In the hopes that by some alteration in the 
coarse of the daj we should be enabled to saiL I did not attend pab* 
lie worship, bat renmned at mj k)dgin^ and having found a Tolame 
of Shakespeare I amased mrself as well as I coold with iL I took 
tea at Mr. Goldthwait*s, where I again fonnd Mr. Meyer. I went with 
him to hear a namber of voong ladies dng. We there saw Miss 
EUery, much celebrated for beanty ; hot I hare seen much handsomer 
women. landman went this morning from hence to Norwich on 
horseback. 

14th. After a detention of four days the winds at length hare be- 
come favoarable ; and at aboat seven o'clock this morning we saOed 
from the wharf. The city of Newport appears to advantage from this 
river; bat in itself it exhibits a melancholy picture of dediniog com- 
merce and population. Previous to the late war it contained about 
10,000 iohabitaots ; they are now reduced to 7,000. Its former pros- 
perity was chiefly owing to its extensive employment in the African 
slave trade, of which some remnants still cootinue to support it. The 
town is large, bat maoy of the houses, and the most el^ant of them, are 
altogether out of repair, and for want of paioting make a dismal appear- 
ance ; the streets are dull, and the wharves appear more frequented 
by idlers th^n by men of business. We had fioe weather, but little 
win<l ; aod it was one o'clock afternoon before we reached Point Judith, 
distant about thirty miles from Newport. The wind freshened, how- 
ever, in the afternoon, and at midnight, when I retired to bed, we had 
proceeded more than half the way on our passage. My fellow passen- 
gers are Mrs. Wilkins and Miss Winslow, two daughters of Parson 
Winslow,* who formerly lived at Braintree. Doctor Oliphant, an old 

1 Rev. Edward Winslow (H. C. 1741), rector of Christ Church in Braintree 
1764-1777 ; compelled to leave the town because he continued to pray for the 
king according to the promise in his ordination oath ; died in New York in 1780, 
and is burie<1 beneath tlie altar in St George^s Chapel. C. F. Adams, Three 
Episodes of MassacbasetU History, pp. 631-638, 862-854. 
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gentleman who lives at Newport. He has been miirriecl, and bad two 
children since be was seventy years okb Mr, Flagg, a gentleman of 
fortune from South Carolina; be has with bim the most elegant pbae- 
ton I ever saw, Mr. Wright^ with whom I came from Boston to New- 
port, and wbom I have already mentioned. Mr, Stewart, origiiiallj 
from Maryland, btit now an attorney at Hallifax. Captain Dunbar^ 
aii balf-pay liritish offifer^ also an American by birth, now residing at 
Quebec. Mr, Curri^^ from Pennsylvania, but a British officer during 
the war^ and now an attorney in the province of New Briujswick. 
Mr. Crool\ a young gentleman who practices law at Newport, and 
Doctor Berry (I believe it is) a Gerrnanj wbo id now stttled at New 
York. Our packet seems to have two commanders, Captain Peterson 
and Captain ^aw, they alternately take the lead, and in concert direct 
the vesseL 

15th. Our wind forsook us at about one o*clock thia morning, and 
this da}' has been extremely tedtoua. There was so little wind all day 
that we scarcely got forward thirty nailea from the time we lost our 
wind till six this evening, when it again breez'd np ; and before ten 
o'clock it blew so violently, and we were in a spot where tbe sound 
was 80 narrow, that we were obliged to come to ancbor in tbe first 
harbour we could reach. It was very dark; the cloud h looked black 
and squally. We bad just done supper, when tbe German Doctor 
came down into the cabin very much terrified, and, witbout any dia- 
cretion, talk'd in such a manner as was most likely to alarm tbe ladies. 
Curri immediately called for more brandy, and concluded tbat tlie best 
way to show bis own courai^e was to be extremely profane. lie rallied 
tbe poor Doctor unmercifully > and mixed with bis sarcasms a sbocking 
degree of impiety, wliich he hinted to ns was to give courage to the 
ladies ; at tbe same time be continued adding to the stock of his arti- 
ficial bravery until be could no longer maintain tbe balance of his feet, 
nor the free use of bis tongue. AJter exhausting all bis sacrilegious 
wit, merely out of tenderness for tbe ladies, he finally staggered oJf 
to bed. 

16th. The wind was high all night, but at dawn of day we got 
again under way. As the morning advanced the wind abated, and we 
moderately sailed on till we paes'd the rocks at Ilell-Gate, just at nine 
o'clock. The tide had Just turned in our favour, so that we lost noth- 
ing by anchoring last night, for no vessel pretends to pass tliis danger- 
ous place against the tide nor in the night. As we came through just 
at hif^h tide we saw nothing p^culiarj except an irregularity in the 
running of the water ; bnt at low tide, we were informed there ara 

1 Rois Carry, a lieutenant in the Penniylvftaia Loyaliats, and adjutant of the 
corpi ; TL^cetved half-pay after the war, and liTcd and died ia New Brimtwickt 
Sabine, Amencin Loyaliets, toL L p. 353. 
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Beveral eddies and whirlpools which have a formidable appearance. 
There have been many instances of vessels overset at this place, and 
others of their being whirFd ronnd by the violence of the eddy. The 
name itself of the place is snfficiently indicative of the dangers which 
sailors have apprehended from it. From this place to the city of New 
York, the distance is about eight miles ; on one side of the river there 
are a number of islands pleasantly situated, and on the other a num- 
ber of beautiful country seats, which have a charming prospect upon 
the river, and afford one no less agreeable to the traveller upon it. 
I landed at about ten o'clock, and immediately walked out to my 
father's house ; ^ with some diflSculty I found it, and feeling very much 
fatigued, having slept but very little since I left Newport, I went to 
bed. I could not however get any sleep. The President and his 
family dined here; but I felt quite unfit for company, and therefore 
dined alone. Col^ Smith and my brother went to the play ; I retired 
Tery early to bed. 

17th. A Captain McPherson, of Philadelphia, breakfasted here this 
morning. A man of good natural parts ; but at present a little dis- 
ordered in the intellect. He is now employed in publishing his life 
and works, and the first volume is soon to appear ; he had with him 
this morning one of the first proof sheets, which he shew us. He there 
professes to be an unlettered philosopher and acknowledges that al- 

^ The house in question was on Richmond Hill, so called, lying between 
Greenwich Village and the citj, being about a mile and a half from Trinity 
Church and the government buildings on Wall Street. The Houston Street 
station of the Ninth Avenue Elevated Railway now stands within four blocks of 
its site. It was built about 1770 by Abraham Mortier, paymaster-general of 
the royal army, and later was occupied by Aaron Burr at the time of his duel 
with Hamilton. Letters of Mrs. Abigail Adams, (1848) pp. 343, 844 ; Memorial 
History of New York, voL ii. p. 464, vol. ilL p. 58; T. E. V. Smith, New York 
City in 1789. 

Mrs. John Adams gives the following description of Richmond Hill in a letter 
to her sister, Mrs. Shaw, dated September 27, 1789 : — 

" The house in which we reside is situated upon a hill, the avenue to which is 
interspersed with forest trees, under which a shrubbery rather too luxuriant and 
wild has taken shelter, owing to its having been deprived by death, some years 
since, of its original proprietor who kept it in perfect order. In front of the 
house, the noble Hudson rolls his migestic waves, bearing upon his bosom innu- 
merable small vessels, which are constantly forwarding the rich products of the 
neighbouring soil to the busy hand of a more extensive commerce. Beyond the 
Hudson rises to our view the fertile country of the Jerseys, covered with a golden 
harvest, and pouring forth plenty like the cornucopias of Ceres. On the right 
hand, an extensive plain presents us with a view of fields covered with ver- 
dure and pastures full of cattle. On the left, the city opens upon us, intercepted 
only by clumps of trees and some rising ground, wliich serves to heighten the 
beauty of the scene by appearing to conceal a part. In the back ground, is a 
large flower-garden, enclosed with a hedge and some very handsome trees. On 
one side of it, a grove of pines and oaks fit for contemplation." 
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thougli be baa written npoa every science excepting Law^ yet he was 
never regularly tauglit ^ny one. He seems indeed to be ignorant of 
all the rules which have been forui'd for the iDiprovemeiit of tbe 
sciences; among bis proiiuctiona are four plays, which he bighly 
values. One of them, entitled The artful mother ganders, or the real 
humours of a rookery^ he describee as the deepest tragedy that ever 
was written. He is indeed iu bis own opinion an universal geniua, 
and has made many improvements and discoveries in diverse arts and 
sciences. I attended this morning in the gallery of the House of 
Eepresentatives, to bear the debates. They were upon the judiciary 
bill. Mr. Gerry, Mr. Jackson, Mr, Burke^ Mr, Stone, Mr. Lee, 
Mr. Maddison and Mr, Benson all took a part in tbis debate. But I 
confess 1 did not perceive any extraordinary powers of oratory dis- 
played by any of these gentlemen. The subject had been already so 
much discussed that little could be said of further importance. The 
eloquence bad all been exhausted, but the spirit of contention atill 
remained. 

18th, I attended again tbis day in tbe galleries of tbe House. The 
principal debate was upon the salaries of the Judges. Tbe subject waa 
not very interesting j but, like almost every other suhject, exhibited 
the difficulty of adjusting the opposing sentiments which direct the 
conduct of men living in different climates and used to very diferent 
modes of living. Mr. Dobhpi^ an Irish gentleman who arrived in 
the last English packet, dined with us tbis day. In consequence of 
unmerited misfortunes he was obliged to sell a patrimonial estate 
which had been six hundred years iu the family ; and he determined 
to bring the remidnder, amounting to about £6000 sterling, and settle 
in some part of America. Mr. T. Morris, a son of tbe Senator from 
Pennsylvania,^ likewise dined with us ; be is studying law in this city. 

Mr. Adams remained in New York throughout the month of 
September, atteudiug the sessions of Congress and the recep- 
tions of the President and going to the tlieatre. On tbe 5lh 
of October be started for Boston, leaving New York for New- 
port at 5 P. M. He reached Newport the next day, the 6th, at 
three o'clock in the afternoon. It took him the whole of the 
next day to go from there to Providence. Thence he took 
the stage to Boston, arriving at dusk on the evening of the 
8th. He then returned to Newburyport, The following let- 
ter to his mother was written two months later; it appears 

1 Tlie celebrnted Robert Morria, known as ** the Financier ot the Hevolu- 
tion/' His »oii Thomas, here mentioned, was aubaequently a member of the 
New York bar, nnfl at ooe time UDited StaUe MiiTBhal far the *otitheru dijitrict 
of tbe State of New York* 

23 
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to have been the first communication from him after he left 

New York : — 

Newburt-Pobt, December 5th, 1789. 

. . . Two and twenty hours after I left you at Richmond-Hill, I 
landed at Newport, and the Thursday following arrived in Boston. I 
pass'd two or three days at Braintree ; quite sick of what I then thought 
only a severe cold. I have since been induced to suppose it was the in- 
fluenza. This disorder has since then been almost universal in this 
State; and I have been upbraided for singularity in enjoying good 
health while all the worid were more or less diseased. It has not 
however been fatal in any instance that has come to my knowledge in 
this neighbourhood. When I say I have enjoyed good health, it must 
be understood, as they say, with a grain of salt. The ancient quarrel 
between the powers of drowsiness and me has threatened to break out 
again; and a few nervous twitches have hinted to me the propriety of 
suffering no intermission in the article of exercise. I have scarcely 
]>een out of Newbury -Port since my return from New-York; but I 
intend next week to spend a day or two at Haverhill. 

I was not one of the choir who welcomed the President to New 
England^s shore, upon his arrival here by land. I was, however, in 
the procession, which was formed here to receive him, in humble 
imitation of the capital. And, when he left us, I was one of the 
respectable citizens (as our newspapers term them) who escorted him 
on horseback to the lines of New-Hampshire. 

You, my dear madam, have abundant reason to know that your eldest 
son is not by any means destitute of that bubbling passion called 
Vanity ; and therefore you will excuse him, and allow a little parental 
indulgence, when he informs you of the petty honours which accrued 
to him in consequence of this same visit of the President; and you 
will make all the necessary allowances if he states facts, which are 
really true, in such a manner as shall exhibit him in the most advan- 
tageous light — and thus I begin. 

I had the honour of paying my respects to the President upon his 
arrival in this town, and he did me the honour to recollect that he had 
seen me a short time before at New York. I had the honour of spend- 
ing part of the evening in his presence at Mr. Jackson's. I had the 
honour of breakfasting in the same room with him the next morning 
at Mr. Dalton's. I had the honour of writing the billet which the 
major general of the county sent him to inform him of the military 
arrangements he had made for his reception. And I had the honour 
of draughting an address which, with many alterations and additions 
(commonly called amendments), was presented to him by the town of 
Newbury-Port. So you see 

'* I bear my blushing honours thick upon me." 
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Bui as half the trutli is oftentimes a great falsehood I am con- 
strained to account for these distinctions ia a manner which I must 
honestly confess defalcates considerably from tho quantum of my 
importance. To the peculiar civility of Mr, Jackson and Mi\ Balton, 
I am indebted for having been thus admitted into the company of the 
President, One of the major generaFs aid de camps is my fellow stu- 
dent ; he was then much huixied with other business relating to the 
same occasion, and, at his request, I wrote the billet. Mr. Parsons 
was chosen by the town to draught the address; and his indolence 
was accomodated in shifting a part of tho burthen upon iiis clerk, so 
that all my digiuties have not beea sufficient to elevate nie above the 
insignificant station of a school-boy ; in which cliaracter I still remain^ 
your dutiful son.^ But to turn from trilling to a Bubject to me very 
serious, I must observe that ray own retloctions upon the subject of the 
place of my future residence are daily becoming more and mare per- 
plexing. Tou well know the objections which I have agahist Braintree, 
and I may safely appeal to your judgment for their validity » My 
father's determined predilection is tlie only circumstance that could 
give that place any claim to fixing me, under the present relative 
situation of my cousin Cranch and me. Boston is strongly recom- 
mended to me by several of my friends, whose opinions in favour 
of tlie capital are much more favoumhle than my own. Greater 
necessary expeiice, more necessary dissipation, and a more numeroua 
competition for the favours of employment, are not circumstances 
calculated to decide my preference. This town, while inhabited by the 
two most eminent barristers ia the county and an attorney, who though 
young ia much respected, does not offer me a prospect in any manner 
alluring; though I sb[ould] here enjoy the advantage of being more 
extensively kuowTi than in any [other town] of the Commonwealth. 
However, I will postpone tho full discussion of [this subject] till the 
appointment of our two Judges shall take place ; after which I shall 
state my case fully to my father^ and found my determination upon 
his final opinion. . . . 

Your affectionate Son, J. Q. Adams. 



^ It IS worthy of note that the part of TheophLlus Parsons in the preparation 
and pT^seotation of this addrees baa been, In the course of time, entirely lost sight 
of. and the histories of Newburyport attribute it without reservation to J. Q» 
Adams. S©e Currier, ** Ould Newbury/' p, &56 ; E. V. Smith, iliit of Newburj- 
port, pp. lU, 324, 825; Joflhim Coffliij Elal, of Newbury, p. 204. 
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A. 

Abbot, RetK Abiel, elected secretary of 
4> B K, 16; note concerning, 26, 46* 

Abbot, BenjtiniLn, note on^ 45; college 
oration of, on si a Te- trade, 124 ; not© 
on, 124; orator at Harvard Com- 
mencement^ 1788| 154; in Hit of 
^aduatet, 1&6. 

Abbot, John, chosen tutor at Harrard 
College, 10; biographical not© con- 
cerning, 10« 

Abbot, Capf. John, note on, 124. 

Abbot, Rev. John Emery, allusion to, 45. 

Abbot, William Lovejoy, of Andorer, 
diarist viaits, 122; diarist'e cbarac- 
temation, in note on, 122 

Abney, Sir Thomas, allusion to, 133. 

Achille, French vesael of war, in Boa- 
ton harbor, 166. 

Adama, Mrs. Abigail, allusion to, 10, 
20, 22, 32; Dr. Kirkland preaeliea 
memorial sermon for, 61 ; letter from 
diarist to, 73, 74, 75; arrivat of, at 
home after long absence in Europe, 
144 ; allusion of diarist to, as 
**Madara," 152; describes ber home 
at Hieiimond Hill, I7(}; lelter of 
J. Q, Adams to, 178, 179. 

Adams, Brooks, allusion to, 127. 

Adams, Charles, accompanies hia father 
and brother, John Quincy, to Europe, 
7; biograpltical note concerning, 11 ; 
part of, at Commencement, 28 ; note 
concerning, 28 ; diarist lodges with, at 
Hingham, 53; altusioQ to, 54, 56; 
visits Newbury port, 90, 91, 92; re- 
turns to Bmintree and Cambridge, 
92; allusion to, 128, 146; arrives at 
Brain tree from Cambridge^ 151 ; 
Tiaits his broiber at New bury port, 
107. 



Adams, Charles Francii (Sr.), allusion 
to, 28. 

Adams, Henry, reference to Historical 
Essays of, 8, 14. 10, 62, 88. 

Adams, John, diary of, alludes to his 
son, 6; goes to Europe with Ins eon, 
6 ; returns, 7 ; goes again to Europe, 
with two sons, 7 ; represents Uniled 
States near Court at St* James, 9 ; re- 
turns to America, ; becomes Vice- 
President, 9; diarist alludes to, 41; 
note on, 41; Dr. Kirkland preaches 
memorial sermon for, 51; his *' De* 
fence of tlic American Constitu- 
tions,*' allusion to, 120; letter from, 
to son, John Quiucy, 125; arrives 
home, after residence near Court at 
St. James, 143; extract from letter 
of, giving his impressions on return- 
ing home, after a long absence m 
Europe, 144; at his borne at Brain- 
tree, 145 ; arrival of goods of, 145 ; 
books of, note on, 145 ; visits Cam- 
bridge, 147 ; attends Commencement 
at Cambridge, 163; elected Vice- 
Freaident of the United States, and 
removes to New York, the temporary 
seat of government, 169; house of, 
in New Vork, note, 170; entertains 
Fresident Washington and family at 
dinner, 176. 

Adams, John Qoincy, once member of 
First Congregational Society. New- 
bury port, 5 ; extracts from diary of, 
read at anniversary of First Congre- 
gational Church, New bury port, 6; 
student in office of Theophilus Par- 
sons, 5 ; calls his diary '■* Ephemeris/' 
5; decline of health of, 6; suffers 
from insomnia, 6; accompanies his 
father to Europe, 6 ; attends school 
ne&r Paris, ; becomes proflcieol in 



184 



INDEX. 



French, 6 ; retnnis home on frigate 
** Sensible/' 6 ; La Luzerne and Mar- 
bois his companioni, 6 ; teaches Mal^ 
bois English, 6; commended bj Mar- 
bois, 7; reaches America, 7; and 
Braintree, 7; again embarks for 
Europe with his father, 7 ; goes to 
France by way of Spain, 7 ; remains 
six years in Europe, 7 ; meets Frank- 
lin and Jefferson, 7 ; admiration of, 
for latter, 7 ; a student at University 
of Ley den, 7 ; later memories of, 7 ; 
at Harvard Uniyersity, 7 ; graduates, 
8 ; sets out by stage-coach for New- 
bury port, 29, 30 ; arrives at destina- 
tion, 80; enters office of Theophilos 
Parsons as student uf law, 80; begins 
study of law, 80; reads Robertson, 
81, 82; and Vattel, 82; is exempt 
from military duty, 82 ; comments on 
capital punishment for theft and 
treason, 83; comments on leniency 
shown participants in Shfiys's Rebel- 
lion, 33 ; passes a convivial evening, 
to his regret later, 41 ; industry of, 
as a student, 42 ; as a musician, 45 ; 
attends a ball, 40 ; sets out on horse- 
back for Boston, 60 ; lodges by the 
way at Haverhill, 60 ; reaches Boston 
and proceeds to Braintree, 61 ; goes 
to Hingham to attend an ordination, 
61; makes satirical distinction be- 
tween " rabble ** and " genteel com- 
pany," 68 ; leaves Hingham for Brain- 
tree and goes thence to Boston, 64, 
65 ; attends court in Cambridge and 
comments thereon, 66, 67 ; indulges in 
pessimistic reflections, 02; observes 
the effects of the passions and opera- 
tions of human nature and gravely 
comments thereon, 04, 66; suffers 
extraordinary attack of low spirits, 
68 ; comment of, on early rising, 70 ; 
regards his prospects as doubtful, 71; 
reflects upon the danger in making 
bis journal of too personal a nature 
since he cannot be fully assured that 
it will be kept secret, 72; letter of, 
to his mother, 73, 74, 76 ; expresses 
disapproval of proposed Federal Con- 
stitution, 76 ; reflections of, on close 
of the year, 77 ; contemplates discon- 
tinuing his journal, 78 ; attended an 
evenhig party, with '* kissing plays," 



which he chamcterizes contempt- 
uously, 78; again indulges in pessi- 
mism, 79; his opinion of profession 
of medicine, 81 ; chides himself for 
lack of diligence in study, 82 ; again 
accuses himself of indolence, 84; 
goes on a sleighing party, 87 ; dislike 
of, for poetry, 88; again reproaches 
himself for slow progress in studies, 
88, 89 ; again complains of low spiriu, 
92 ; comments upon action of Massa- 
chusetu State Convention in ratify- 
ing Federal Constitution, 93; not 
wholly pleased therewith, 93; com- 
plains of insomnia, 96; criticises Mr. 
Parsons^s idea of politics, 96; plays 
upon the flute, 96 ; attends ball with 
Hannah Greenleaf, 96; amusing com- 
ment upon same, 96, 97 ; attends ses- 
sions of New Hampshire Federal Con- 
stitutional Convention at Exeter, and 
comments thereon, 100, 101 ; his con- 
temptuous opinion of Dartmouth 
College and the men of, 76, 77, 110; 
criticises Qibbon, and Gibbon's critic, 
Knox, 118; goes to Salisbury to see 
a launching, 114; letter from, to his 
father, discussing Massachusetts elec- 
tion, 119; plans a journey to Cam- 
bridge and Braintree, 121 ; sets out 
upon same, 122 ; reaches Cambridge, 
122; attends exercises at Harvard, 
and indulges in social pleasures, 124 ; 
goes to Braintree, 126 ; letter from 
father to, 126; leaves Braintree for 
Cambridge, 128; from thence to New- 
buryport, 129; records his anxiety 
concerning his future prospects, 184 ; 
reflections of, upon the death of the 
young, 188 ; is informed of his father's 
arrival home, after residence near 
Court at St. James, 148 ; sets out for 
Boston and Braintree, 148; greets 
his mother on her return, at Boston, 
144; meets his father at Braintree, 
146; assists in unpacking and ar- 
ranging books and furniture, 146, 
146; leaves Braintree for Cambridge, 
to attend exercises, 146 ; returns to 
Braintree, 160 ; reaches age of twenty- 
one, 162 ; reflections concerning that 
event, 162; attends Commencement 
at Harvard, 168 ; returns to Braintree, 
thence to Newbnryport, to resume 
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his law fttiidiei, 156 ; inrited ta speak 
lH.fore tlie * B K, 159; tddressca 
4* 6 K, 165; ia complimented by Ihe 
French consul, 106; visUa Braintrep, 
166 ; return 8 to hi a studies at New- 
buryport, 166 ; troubled with insom- 
nia, 167; obliged to rellDquiah study 
and returns to Bmintree, 168; life at 
Braintree, 168, 16!) ; returns to New- 
bury port, and resumes itudiea, 169; 
becomes intimate in family of Moaes 
Frazier, 169; nimora of marriage en- 
gagement with Mary Frazier, 169; 
quotation of alleged laudatury re- 
marks concerning eanie, 16^j inti* 
macy broken off, 1G9 ; writes to bia 
mother concerning, 169» 170 ; health 
of, restored, 170; participates in 
social affairs, 170; sets out on a 
journey to Neiv York, by way of 
Providence^ 170; reaches Frovi- 
dence* 171; viaita Brown University, 
171 ; describes and comments upon 
city, 171 ; takes packet for Newport, 
172; reaches Newport after long 
delay, 172; takes passage for New 
York by packet, 172; detained at 
Newport by contrary winds, 172, 
173, 174; sets sail for New York, 
174 ; voyage, 174, 175 ; arrival of, at 
New York, 176; visits bis father, 
tiien Vice-President of the United 
States, 176 ; attends sessions of Con- 
press, 176, 177 ; returns to Boston, 
177; and Newburyport, 177; letter 
of, to Ids mother, ITti, 179; aids in 
receiving President Washington on 
bis visit to New England, 178, 173. 

Adams, Rfo. Fhineas, diarist alludes 
to, 18; biographical note concerning, 
13. 

Adams, Samuel alluaion to, 17,27, 87; 
candidate for lieu tenant-governor, 

im 

Adams, Dr. Samuel (Jr.). death of, re- 
corded, 86, 87 ; note on, 87. 

Adams, Solomon, conference by, at 
Harvard Commencement, 164; in 
list of gfaduates, 1788, 155. 

Adams, Susanna Boylston, grand- 
mother of diarist, 23; note concern- 
ing, 2a. 

Adams, Thorn AS Boylston, biograpb* 
ical note coDcerEitDg, 11 ; allusion to, 



24, 65; rlsits Newburyport, DO, 91, 
92; returns to Brain Iroe and Cam- 
bridge, 92; allusion to, 131, 143; 
Greek dialogue of, at Harvard ex- 
hibition, 146; arrives at Braintree 
from Cambridge, 151; in list of 
graduates, 1788, 165; leaves Brain- 
tree for Haverhill, in company with 
diarist, 156, 157 ; alluaion to, IGQ. 

Allen, Rev. Jonathan, allusion to, 48; 
note on, 48 ; wife of, 49 ; note on, 49 ; 
preaches at Newburyport, 118, 140. 

Allvn, RtiiK John, orator at Harvard 
Commence men t, 1788, 154 ; note on, 
154. 

Ames, Fisher, member Federal Consti- 
tutional Convention, alluaion to, 80. 

Araory, William, fellow student of law 
with diarist, 36, 37, 41, 42, 40, 01, 62, 
63, 70, 84, 85, 98, 94, 90, 98, 102. 107, 
109, 110, 111, 114, 110; admitted to 
practice, 117; extended character- 
ization of, 117; note on, 117; to 
open an office in Salem, 160; allu- 
sion to, 162, 166 ; marriage of, to 
Lucy Fletcher, 170; diariat meets 
him in Newport, 173. 

Andover Theological Seminary, allu- 
sinu to, 39. 

Andover, town of, allusion to, 77. 

Andrews, R^i\ John, formerly pastor of 
First Congregational Church, New- 
buryport, 6; breakfasts with diap 
rist, 10 ; note concerning, 10 ; allusion 
to marriage of. 16 ; diarist hreakfasls 
with, 20 ; returns from Hingham, 20 ; 
allusion to, 21. 24, 27, 28, 64, 129; 
diarist critkia<*8 sermon of, 130 ; 
allusion to, 131, 138, 166, 157, 158, 
160, 101, 163, 164, 165, 107, 170. 

Antlfedcralist, diarist is so called by 
his acquaintance, 03. 

Applause, at Harvard Commencement, 
1788, checked by I'resident WiUard, 
164. 

Ashes, pot and pearl, manufacture of, 
16. 

Atherton, Dr. laraelj of Lancaster, 
alluaion to, 99. 

Atherton, Joshua, opposes Federal 
Constitution in New Hampshire Con- 
vention, 101 f note on, lOL 

Atkins, Dudley (Sr,)i note concerning. 
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Atkins, Dudley (Jr.), diarist risits, 81, 

84; biographical note on, 34, 85; 

assumes the name of Tyng, 84; 

aUusion to, 61, 62, 66, 68, 85, 88, 106, 

110, 111, 112, 184; characterized, 

184, 185; allusion to, 170. 
Atkins, Rebecca, note on, 85; allusion 

to, 62, 161. 
Atkins, Sarah Kent, 85; allusion to, 

181, 184, 136, 140, 142, 161. 
Auteuil, Adams returns home from, 

7, 144. 

B. 

Bacon's "Pleas and Pleadings," dia- 
rist begins perusal of, 143, 158. 

Bacon's {Sir Francis) "The Elements 
of Common Law," 127. 

Badger, Miss, allusion to, 124. 

Bancroft, liev, Aaron, admitted a 
member of <l» B K, 27; note con- 
cerning. 27, 28. 

Bancroft, Thomas, graduate of Har^ 
vard College, 1788, 155. 

Baptist Church (First), at Providence, 
171; note on, 171. 

Barker, Dr. Joshua, elected a member 
of ^ B K, 28 ; note concerning, 28. 

Barnard, Rev. Thomas, allusion to, and 
note on, 133 ; allusion to, 136. 

Barrell, Miss, diarist meets at Harer- 
hill, 48. 

Barrington*8 " ObserTations on the 
Statutes," diarist reads, 169. 

Barron, Oliver, graduate of Harvard 
College, class of 1788, 155. 

Bartlett, Bailey, allusion to, 11, 17; 
biographical note concerning, 17. 

Bartlett, William, plaintiff in an inter- 
esting case, 39, 40 ; note on, 89, 40 ; 
allusion to, 48. 

Bartlett, Mrs., diarist visits, 157. 

Bass, Rev, Edward, diarist hears ser- 
mon from, 65; and comments thereon, 
65; note on, 65; Christmas sermon 
of, 75; allusion to, 116. 

Bass, Mrs., aUusion to, 142. 

Bastille, allusion to storming of, 9. 

Baxter, Stephen, graduate of Harvard 
College, 1788, 155. 

Bayley, Sarah, prosecuted by Mcln- 
tier for slander, 85; diarist's com- 
ment on, 86. 



" Blackstone's Commentaries,'' diarist 
begins perusal of, 87 ; allusion to, 42 ; 
diarist controverts author's idea of 
right of expatriation, 42; allusion 
to, 44, 45, 61, 62, 68, 64; diarist 
completes reading of, 69; allusion 
to, 72, 107 ; note on, 107 ; allusion 
to. 111, 181, 188, 140, 160. 

Blair's "Lectures on Rhetoric and 
Belles Lettres," diarist reads, 81; 
note concerning, 81. 

Blake, George, disputant at Harvard, 
128 ; has English oration at Harvard 
exhibition, 146; comment thereon, 
147. 

Bhike, , manages a dance at Hing- 

ham, 54. 

Blodget, Caleb, allusion to, 157. 

Blodget, S., allusion to, 157. 

Beacon Hill, diarist climbs to top of, 
156. 

Beale, Benjamin, allusion to, and note 
on, 152. 

Beale, Capt, diarist alludes to, 22. 

Beane, Rev. Samuel C, pastor of First 
Congregational Church, Newbury- 
port, 5. 

Bellamy, Rev. Joseph, allusion to, 68. 

Benson, Egbert, Representative in Con- 
gress, allusion to, 177. 

Bequet, Francis Michael, note on, 107. 

Berry, Dr., fellow-passenger with diarist 
on voyage to New York, 175. 

Beverly ferry, bill for bridge over, re- 
jected, 56; diarist crosses, 129. 

Bologna sausage, witticism concerning, 
98. 

" Boston," frigate, John Adams and his 
son sail for Europe in, 6. 

Boston, town of, allusion to, 9; diarist 
visits court at, 28, 55, 56. 

Bourne, Judge William, allusion to, 68. 

Bowdoin College, allusion to, 20. 

Bowdoin, Gov. James, leniency of, 
toward participators in Shays's Re- 
bellion, 83. 

Bowman, Nathaniel, allusion to, 122; 
note on, 122. 

Boyd, Robert, allusion to, 98. 

Brackett's Tavern, in Boston, 148, 150. 

Bradbury, Francis, allusion to, 49; 
note on, 49; allusion to, 69, 87. 

Bradbury, Frank, allusion to, 106, 117, 
118. 
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Bradbury, George* allaBion to, 38; allu- 


Burke, Ed an us, Rtpreseniaiivt in Cm' ^^^ 


sion to, and Dote on, 77 ; alluaioa U>, 


gr*'.is^ allusion to, 177* ^^^k 


90, 91, 124. 


Burney'a (Fanny) ** Cecilia," diarist J 


Bradbury, Harriet, aHiwioD to, and note 


reads and comments thereon, 79, 80; ^^J 


on, 107, 117. 


note on, 79. ^^| 


Bradbury, Judge Theopliilui, alluftton 


Burr, Rtt\ Jonathan, resigns tutorship ^^| 


to, 34, 38, 40*^; note on, 38, 40; allu- 


at Cambridge, 19 ; biograpliical note ^^H 


BJon to, 42, 61, 77, 82, 91 j note on. 


concerning, 19 ; Rev. Simeon Howard ^^^^B 


91 ; diariet passes evening at house 


preaches at installation of, 28. ^^^^^H 


of, 9G, 109, 118, lai, 138, 140. 


Byfield, Rev. Elijah Parish ordained ^^^^| 


Bradford, town of, alluBion to, 48» 


^M 


Bradisb's Tavern, at Cambridge, aUu- 


^H 


eion to, 147 ; diarist stopa at, 1(}5. 


■ 


Bra in tree, town of, the Adamsea re- 


^^H 


turn to, 7 ; alluaion to, 0, 21, 28, 84; 


Cabot, George, member of Federal ^^| 


diarist reaches, 51 ; alluiion to, 65, 


Constitutional Convention, allusion ^^| 


121, 128; diarist meeu hia father at. 


to, 80. ^H 


on latter's return from Europe, 145 ; 


Cabot, Joseph, conference bj, at Har* ^^| 


diarist visits, 106. 


vard Commencement, 1788, 154; in ^^| 


Breck, J/r., allusion to, 157* 


list of graduates, 1788, 155. ^^| 


Brest, French fleet sails for, 34. 


Cailahan, Capt. John (muster of vessel ^^f 


Bridge^ James, eJassmate of diarist, 15 ; 


which brought John Adams on his ^^| 


note concerning, 15 ; allusion to, 105 ; 


return home from St. James), allu- ^^| 


diarist meets, at Cambridge, 148; 


sion to, 125, 126, 132; rumor of hii ^^| 


characterization of, and extended 


arrival at Boston, 139 ; arrival of, at ^^| 


note on, 148, 149, 150; visits New- 


Boston (bringing John Adams), 148 ; ^^| 


bnryport, iti5; idlusion to, 106, 167, 


allusion to, 15L ^^| 


173. 


Camhridge, town of, diarist visits, IB, ^^| 


Bridgewater, town of, allusion to, 20. 


19, 28 ; receives letters from, 35 ; at- ^^| 


Brigbam* Joseph, graduate of Harvard 


tends court in, 56; allusion to, 121 - ^^| 


College, 1788, lo5. 


diarist attends Commencement in, ^^| 


Brookfield, town of, allusion to, ^. 


154, 155; diurist visits for purpose ^^| 


Brooks, Mercy, diarist meets and com- 


of addressing 4> B K, 1B5, IGC. ^H 


ments upon, 43, 44 ; note on, 43. 


Cape Ann, a ball at, 110. 111. ^H 


Brown, Rei\ Elijah, allusion to, 27. 


Cape Frangols, allusion to, 173. ^^| 


Brown, John, mansioo of, at Provi- 


Carter, Hannah, of Kewburyport, aUtir ^^| 


dence, 171; note on, 171. 


sion to, 55. ^^| 


Brown, R^iK Jolin, gives charge at or- 


Carter, Joshua, note concerning, 82. ^^| 


dlniition of Rev. Henry Ware, 51; 


Carter, Mary, biographical notice of, ^^H 


note on, 51- 


32; allusion to, 130. ^H 


Brown, 3/n, of Newburyport, allusion 


Carter, Nathaniel, of Newburyport, ^^| 


to, 139, 169. 


diarist visits, 32 ; allusion to, SO, 41, ^^| 


Brown, , diarist dances at rooms of. 


42, 77, 80, 136* 139, 140, 143, 100, 103, ^H 


124. 


H 


Brown University, diarist visitt and 


Carter, Mrs. Nathaniel, ollusioti to, 136, ^H 


deBCribes, 171, 


.H 


Buffon*s "Natural History of Man," 


Carter, Nathaniel, Jr., allusion to, 32, ^H 


diarist reads, 62; and commeuts 


136. ^H 


upon, 63. 


Cary, Rtv. Thomas, minister at New- ^^H 


Buffon's " Theory of the Earth," diarist 


burjport, 34 ; biographical note on, ^^| 


reads, 00 ; and comments upon, 01 ; 


34, 37 ; diarist criticises sermon of, ^^H 


note on, 60 ; diarist comments further 


44, 45 ; allusion to, 40, 68, 70 ; diarist ^H 


upon, 61, 62. 


criticises sermon of, 70 ; allusion to, ^^B 


BuUer't Nisi Pn'ui, diarist reada> 189. 


77, 83, m; illnesi of, 09, 102, 105; 1 
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^^^^^^H reeoreri from illnesa, 108; allusion 


Coffin, Charles, allusion to, 41 ; alltislon ^^t 


^^^^H to. 118. im, las, im, 157, im. 


to and note on, 79. ^^| 


^^^^^^H CarjL Ueorge, graduate of Hairard 


Coffin, Mrs. Chsrles, allusion to, 104. ^^M 


^^^^H College, 1788, 155. 


** Coke on Littleton,'^ diarist plans to ^^| 


^^^^^^^ Cafi«>% Capt.t at St. Jotin'i Daj social 


take up, 43; note on, 43; allusion ^^M 


^^^^^^ observance, 75 ', allusion to, 102. 


to, 72 ; diarist begins perusal of, 74 ; ^^M 


^^^^^^H Cathenrie I L, allusion to, 8. 


continues reading, 84, 86, 89, 107; ^H 


^^^^^^^H Cazneau, Capt., ailusirm to, 102. 


diarist cnticises as not suitable as & ^^M 


^^^HP^^ Cazneau, Mtss^ diarial passes evening 


text-book for young students of the ^^M 


^^^^r at home of, ^1 ; and characterizes, 


law, 107, 108. ^H 


^^^^^^^H 67 ; Tisits, 77 ; discusses, 80 ; uieets, 


Colman, Cot. Daniel, diartst lodges in ^^M 


^^^^^H 88 ; allusion to, 96. 112. 120; satirical 


bouse of, 20. ^^| 


^^^^^^^H lines on, from diarist's poem. " The 


Commencement at Harvard College, ^^M 


^^^^^^H Vision/' 120, 


John Adams and diarisi attend, 15S; ^^| 


^^^^^^H Cazneau, Mnt,, allusion to, 88, 


list of graduates at, elaes of 1788, 155, ^H 


^^^^^^^H ** Ct^cilia/* runny BurneyX diarist 


Concord, N. H., town of, Fe^leral Con* ^^| 


^^^^^^^ reads, and comments on. 70» 80; 


stitutional Convention adjourns from ^^M 


^^^^f 79. 


Exeter lo, 101. ^H 


^^^^B Chandler, Thomas, diarist meetSi and 


Congregational Church, First, of New- ^^| 


^^^^H on. 166. 


bury port, 5 ; observes its 175th an* ^^M 


^^^^H Cluinning, Mr. and Mrs, William, of 


niversary, 5; John Quiiicy Adams ^^H 


^^^H Rhode Island, at Ccimbridge. 147. 


once a member of, 5 ; alluded to, 8. ^^M 


^^^^" Channiog, Itt^v, William EUery, IJ,D.t 


Constitution, British, allusion to, 98, ^^H 


^H^ allusion to, ncif^, 147, 


Constitution, Federal, convention to ^^M 


^■^ Charleatown bridge, allusion to, 60* 


frame, ; Symmes opposes, SB ; ^^| 


ChasteHux. Marqma de, atltision to. 


North Andover*s opposition to, E8; ^^| 


36. 


Parsons favors, 46 ; diarist incliDed ^^M 


Clielmsford, town of, allusion to» 20. 


to oppose. 40; Captain Wyer zeal- ^H 


Child, Caleb, college classmate of 


ous for, 46 ; diarist discmses witli ^^M 


diarist, 12-1 


Symmes, 48, 55 ; New bury port elects ^^| 


"Chinese Philoiopher, Letters of a," 


delegates to State convention to di»> ^^| 


diarist reads, 80. 


cuss, 64 ; Dr. Kilham opposes, 67 ; ^^| 


Cincinnati, order of, Gen. William Hall 


allusion to, 69 ; diarist expresses dis- ^^M 


speaks before, iD Old Brick Cliurcit, 


approval of, in letter to liis mother, ^^| 


150. 


75 ; Massachusetts State Convention ^^| 


Clap, Capi^f ftUasioti to, 54; remark of. 


meets to discuss, 81, 82; news of ^^M 


54. 


ratification of, by Massachueetta ^^| 


Clarke. Edward, college friend of dia- 


Convention, reaches Newburyport, ^^M 


rist, allusion to, 20. 35 ; note on. 35 ; , 


93; diarist comments thereon, 93; ^^H 


allusion to, 122 ; graduate of HarTard 


Newburyport celebrates ratification ^^M 


College, class of 1788, 155. 


of, 34 : convention to discuss, meets ^^| 


Clarke, Ret\ Joors, allueion to, 27; 


at Exeter, N. H., 100; John Adams ^H 


daughter of, marries Benjamin 


favors, 106 ; news that Virginia has ^^| 


Green, 27, 28; daughters of^ 124} 


ratified, reaches Bo&ton, 150. ^^^H 


note on latter, 124, 125. 


Convention, Massachusetts State, to ^^M 


Clay. Henry, allusion to, nofe, 149* 


discuss proposed Federal ConsUtu- ^^M 


Clock, on Mr. Murray's meeting^homse, 


tion, Newburyport elects delegates ^^| 


queer antic of, 81. 


to, 64; meets in Boston, 82; John ^^M 


Cofttes, Capt. David, allusion to, 87. 


Hancock chosen president of, 82; ^^| 


Coatee, Elizabeth, di^risl dances with, 


some proceedings of. 86, 88 ; ratines ^^M 


87 ; and characterizes, 87, 88 ; dia- 


constitution, 93 ; diarist comments ^^M 


rist dances with, 04; aUuaSou to, 97| 


thereon, 93 ; Newburyport delegates ^^M 


157. 


to, welcomed home w Uli acclaim, 94 ; ^^M 


Ui, Capt., allusion to« 41. 


Theopbilua Faraooj retat^i incidenti ^H 
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of, O&i 06; New nampshire State, 
meeta at Exetcr,^ 100; diiirist atteiicJi 
game, 100; aud comments thereon, 
100; fldjourna to meet at Coucord, 
101. 

Coombs, Janei alluaton to, and not« od, 
137. 

Coombs, Phi lip » note on, 07. 

Coomba, P4>Uy, aJlusion to> 130, 137 ; 
death of, 162, 

Coomba, Capt. William, alttw ion to, 73| 
97 ; note on, 97 ; allusion to, 108, 
130; elected ropresentative in the 
General Com:t« 132 ; atluaiou to, 137 1 
death of daughter of, 162. 

Coombs Wharf, 97. 

Court of Common Pleoii, sits at New- 
bury port, 37. 

Crancb, Elizabeth (Betsey), diarist 
meets at BaTerhiit, 47 ; note on, 47; 
alius ton to, 12ti. 

Cranch, Lucy. visitB ftt Cambridge, 
125; note on^ 125. 

Cranch, Richard, allusion to, 10; note 
concerning, 11 ; allusion to, 54, 125, 
127, 145, 146, l&G. 

Cranch, Mrs. Richard, allusion to, 21, 
22; note concerning, *d^ ; allusion lo, 
23,55, 124. 

Cranch, William, biograpfjical note 
concermng,21 ; diarist's characteriza- 
tion of. 21 ; diarist alludes to, 23, 25, 
27, 33, 3B, 37, 41, 44, 45, 46, 47, 40, 55, 
CO, 61, 83, 86, 08, 125, 127, ISB, 145, 
151, 156> 168, 170. 

Cromwell's Head (Brackett's TaTem), 
in Boston, 148. 

Crook, Mr., fellow passe nj?er with dia- 
rist on voyage to New York, 175. 

Cross, Ralph, allusion to, 08- ; 

** Crown Law, Discourses upon a few 
Brandies of the," Sir Michael Fos- 
ter's, diarist reads, 131 ; note on, 131, 
132 ; diarist criticiies, 133 ; continues 
reading, l&B. 

* Crown, PlcAS of the," WiUIam Haw- 
kina*s» diftrist takes up« 134 ; note on, 
134; continues reading, 13(1; com- 
pletes reading, 140. 

Cullen, iJr. William, John B. Swett 
studies surgery with, 30; surgeon to 
Palkland Islands, 30; surgeon in 
American army of Revolution, 30. 

Curry, Ross, ffillow passtenger with 



diarist on Toy age to New York, 176 ; 

note on, 175. 
Cusbing, Thomas, death of, noted, 10&. 
Cushing, Wilhara, justice of Supreme 

Court of Massachosettf , 29 ; allusion 

to, and nole on, 56. 
Cushman, Joshua^ diarist risita, at 

Cambridge, 122, note on, 122. 
Cutter, Samuel, overturns sleigh on 

sleighing party, 04 ; note on, 94 , al- 
lusion to, 98, 1^9 ; characterization of, 

109; allusion to, HI, ]lo, 116, 130, 

159, 163. 
Cutts, AnnA Holyoke, note concerning, 

32. 
Cutts, Charles, diispntant at Harvard, 

123 ; note on, 123. 
Cutti, Edward, marries Mary Carter, 

32. 
Cutts, Eliza Kppes, diarist alludes to, 

32; note concerning, '.^1. 
Cutts, Kiincy, diarist contrasts with 

her sister Eliza Eppes, 32; allusion 

to, 13S, 137» 

D. 

DaltoD, Catherine, note on, 104; allu- 
sion to, 135, 136. 
Daltun, Mary, note on, 104; aUujion 

to, 135, ise. 

Dalton, Ruth Hooper, allusion to, 103 ; 
note on, 104 ; allusion to, 135, 130, 

Dalton, Sarah, note on, 104 ; ally^ion 
to, 1S5, 136. 

Dalton, Tristram, dianst alludes to, 12 ; 
biographical note concerning, 12, 10 ; 
Allusion to, 30, 46, 65, 04; invites 
diarist to an " evening/' 102. 

Dalton, Mrs. Triatram, allusion to, 95. 

Dana, /iV'v. Daniel^ allusion to, 97 ; note 
on, 137. 

Dana, Francia, succeeded as chief jus- 
tice by TIteophdus Parsons, 5; allu- 
sion to, 10; note concerning, 10 \ dia- 
rist lodges at house of, 56; opens 
court at Cambridge, 56 ; rupture of, 
witii Elbridge Gerry in Federal Con- 
stitutional Convention, 86; diarist 
dines with, 124, 128, 147. 148, 154. - 

Dana, Mr$. Francis, allusion to, no^e, 
14L 

Dana, Francis (Jr.), allusion to, 24. 
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Danyen, town of, allasion to, 60, 100, 
166. 

Dartmouth College, diarist'B rasping 
characterization of students at, 76, 
77; diarist again records his con- 
tempt for, 110 ; represented at meet- 
ing of $ B K at Cambridge, 166. 

Dasliwood, Miss, diarist meets, and 
characterizes, 86. 

Davenport, Mrs., sister of T. Parsons, 
death of, 61. 

Davenport's Tavern, allusion to, 109, 
110. 

Dawes, Thomas, allusion to, 21; bio- 
graphical note concerning, 21 ; allu- 
sion to, 26; spectator at Shebane 
trial, 29; his comment on, 29; allu- 
sion to, 66, 60 ; diarist dines at house 
of, 166; allusion to, 161, 170. 

Dawes, Mrs., characterized, 156. 

Deblois, Louis, marries Buth Hooper 
Dalton, 104. 

Deblois, 3/is5, allusion to, and comment 
on, 136, 136. 

Dedham, town of, allusion to, 62. 

"Defense of the American Constitu- 
tions," by John Adams, allusion to, 
120. 

Derby, Anstiss, allusion to, and char- 
acterization of, 97, 98; allusion to, 
104; characterization of, 106; mar- 
ries Benjamin Pickman, Jr., 121 ; 
note on, 121. 

Derby, Ellas H., note on, 121 ; allusion 
to, and note on, 144. 

Derby, Mrs., hall of, at Hingham, 62, 
64. 

Derby, Mrs., second wife of Judge Ben- 
jamin Greenleaf, note, 98, 

Diary, of J. Q. Adams, extracts from, 
read at Anniversary at Newburyport, 
6 ; entitled " Ephemeris," by its au- 
thor, 6; character of, 6; first and 
last entries in, 6 ; not used in " Me- 
moirs," by C. F. Adams, 6 ; its ma- 
turity of tone, 6 ; gives glimpses of 
social life in Massachusetts seaport 
town, 6 ; communicated to Massachu- 
setts Historical Society, 8; events 
contemporary with period covered 
by, 9 ; opens, 10. 

" Discourses upon a Few Branches of 
the Crown Law," Sir Michael Fos- 
ter's, diarist reads, 131 ; note on, 131, 



132 ; diarist criticises, 188 ; continues 
reading, 168. 

Discussion, diarist and his fellow stu- 
dents engage in a, 36. 

Dobbyn. Mr., allusion to, 177. 

Doddridge, Philip, works of, studied at 
Harvard, 20, 21; note concerning, 
20, 21. 

Dodge, Daniel, suit of, with William 
Bartlett, 39, 40. 

Dodge, Mr., of Hayerhill, allusion to, 
17. 

Dodge, Oliver, class of 1788, Harvard, 
poem by, at Commencement, 154 ; in 
list of graduates, 1788, 166. 

Dreams, comment on, 23. 

Dudleian lecture, delivered by Bev. 
Simeon Howard, 28. 

Dudley, Gov. Thomas, allusion to, 36. 

Dummer Academy, allusion to, 14; 
Isaac Smith preceptor at, 20 ; Sam- 
uel Moody preceptor at, 76 ; allusion 
to, 104. 

Dunbar, Capt., fellow traveller with 
diarist on voyage to New York, 176. 

Duncan, Elizabeth, marries John Thax- 
ter, 17 ; allusion to, 61, 66. 

Duncan, James, allusion to, 17, 61. 

Duncan, James (Jr.), Invites diarist to 
dine, 47 ; note on, 47 ; allusion to, 
48, 66, 121. 

Dunstable, town of, 142. 



E. 



Eames, Deacon, allusion to, 63. 
Eaton, Peter, classmate of diarist, 18; 

biographical note concerning, 13, 16. 
Edwards, Mrs., allusion to, and note 

on, 144, 146. 
" ElemenU of Common Law, The," Sir 

Francis Bacon's, 127. 
Ellery, Almy, daughter of William, 

aUusion to, 124, 172. 
Ellery, Benjamin, allusion to, and note 

on, 147. 
Ellery, Lucy, allusion to, note, 147, 174. 
Ellery, William, allusion to, note, 147 ; 

diarist visits, at Newport, 172; allu- 
sion to, 174. 
Emerson, Rev. Joseph, allusion to, 28. 
Emerson, Balph Waldo, allusion to, 28. 
Emerson, Rev, William, part of, at Cooir 
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menoemetit, 28; biographical note 


Fletcher, Lucy, allusion to, and note on, ^^M 


eonccrningi 28. 


85 ; diarist daii(2es with, bl ; and ^^| 


Eraery, Hannah Tracj^ diarist meets 


characterizes, 87 ; allu^^ion to, 102 ; ^^M 


and com men t8 conueriiing, 4&; bio* 


marries William Amory, 170. ^^M 


grApliical note on, id ; diariet vhltSf 


Flint, Mr., of Lincoln, allusion to, 66< ^^M 


77, 80, 85, 100 ; diarist drives to Exe- 


Forbes, James Grant, allusioo lo, and ^^M 


ter witb^ 100 ; note on, 124 ; aHufiion 


note on, 58, 59, 00. ^H 


to, 1 10 ; note on, 162. 


Forbes, John Murray, diarist alludes to, ^H 


Emery, John, alliLBion to, 45. 


10 ; note concerning, 10 ; allusion ^^| 


Emery^ Mts. Murgaret Gookin, allusion 


to, 2o; writes to Miss Jones, 33; ^^| 


to, an J noti^ on, $3 ; allusioti to, 65» 


allusion to, 40, 58 ; extended note on, ^^^^| 


100,105, !20, 130, 139, 141, U2; death 


58,50; diarist's characterization of, ^^^^H 


of, 162; note on, 102; funeral of, l(i3. 


59; letter from, concerning Ftnleral ^^^| 


Emery, Noah, allusion to, 45, 


Constitutional Convention in Massa- ^^| 


Emery, Robert, note on, IC2, 


chusetts, 86 ; diarist meets, at Cam- ^^M 


Emery, Eufur^, allusion to, 45. 


bridge, 155. ^^M 


England, treaty of, with Holland, note 


Foster, Bossenger, allusion to, 23, 25, ^H 


on, 34. 


^H 


*'Ephemeria," title given to Adams*^ 


Foster, Bossenger {Jr.), allusion Co, ^^f 


diary, 6, 


53; note on, 53; diarist's character- ^^| 


" Essex Junto," Jonathan Greenleaf a 


Izatlon of, 53 ; allusion to, 124, 107. ^H 


member of, 132. 


Foster's (Sir Michael) ''Discourses ^^| 


Everett, Edward, allusion to, 169- 


upon a Ftivv Branches of the Crown ^^B 


Everett, Rev, Oliver, allusion to, l(t8. 


Law," diarist reads, 131 ; note on, ^^| 


Exeter, N', II., towru of, iillusion to, 37 j 


131; allusion to, 133; diarist cnH- ^H 


diarist attends Federal Confltitvi- 


cises, 133; continues reading, 163. ^^M 


tional Convention at, 100* 


Fowle, Hohert, classmate of Thomas ^^M 


Expatriation, right of, diarist quotei 


W. Tliompson, allusion to, 130; ^H 


from Blackslone concerning, and dift- 


note on, 130. ^^M 


cusses, 42; 43. 


Franklin, Benjamin, J. Q. Adams ^H 




makes acquaintance of, 7. ^^B 




Frazier, Mary, diarist dances with, 87 ; ^^M 


F, 


said to have become enamoured of, ^^^^^| 




100; rumor of marriage engagement ^^^^H 


Fftmham, Daniel, allusion to, 104, 130. 


^^^^1 


Farnlmm, Sibyl, allusion to, 104. 


Frazier, Moses, allusion to, and note ^^^^H 


Farnham, William, alloBion to» and 


on, 78, 90; allusion to, 130, i;i5, 138, ^^^H 


note on, 108; diarist cliaraiiterizes, 


103, 105 ; diarist becomes intimate in ^^| 


108; allusion to, 120, 130, 131, 135^ 


fiimily of, 10^. ^H 


im, 140, 142, 150. , 


Frazier, the iMisses, allusion to, 135; ^H 


Farris, Capt. Williara, allasion to, and 


comment u|i(>n, 103. ^^| 


note on, 83. 


Freemnn, Nathaniel, diarist visits, 19; ^^| 


Fay, Jilt., mnsician at Cambridge, 124. 


orator before « B K, 20, 27 ; extended ^H 


Fiskc, Rev. Nathan, allusion to, 00, 


note concerning, 26 ; allusion to, 27, ^^| 


Fl«ke, Oliver, allusion to, and note 


51, 80, 85. ^H 


on, 09. 


Freeman, Gen. Nathaniel, visits New- ^^M 


Fiske, Rev, TliadJeus, allusion to, 27j 


bury port, 35 ; note on, 35. ^^M 


alluskm to, and note on, 127. 


Free Masons, Society of, observe St ^^M 


Flagg, Mfr, fellow-passenger with diarist 


John's Day, 75. ^H 


on voyage to New York, 175. 


French Consul, at meeting of <f» B K, ^^M 


Fleet, John, of first graduates in medl- 


at Cambridge, 106 ; eomphments dia- ^^M 


cine at Harvard College, 1788, 154. 


rist, the orator of the day, 106 ; dinei ^^M 


Fletcher, John, allusion to, 65; note 


with John Adams, 160. ^H 


on, 05; aUusiou to, 85^ m, 159. 


French, i/r., allueioti to, 1G7« ^H 
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French fWt. taiU for Brett. M. 
French otttv.'«r«, vuit UarTAnl Cotle^» 

21 ; m«^t by dUri»t while fwuunf:. 

28; vUit IUrv»n). 24 ; at OMetiog of 

French »quadn>a in Bottoa Htfbor* 



G, 

Qume Uw«» comment upon, 23^ 

Gunnett, Caleb, aUusion to. ^: diarist 
Yiiitn. and note on, 12o; allusion to» 
147. 

Uarduer, James, eoUe^ friend of dia- 
rUt, 12U; iireek eonfert*nce by, at 
IlHrvanl Coinmenceraent, 17$S, 1^; 
in list of grnduates. lo5, 

Qanliiier, John, allusion to, 25; note 
concerning, 25. 

Qartz, Mr., of Baltimore, allusion to, 
110. 

George III., allusion to, 8. 

Gerry, Klhrhlge, opiHMes adoption of 
Federal Constitution, 86; rupture of, 
with Dana. 80; John Adams visits, 
147, 148; in National House of Rep- 
resentatives, 177. 

Gibbon's " Decline and Fall of the Ro- 
man Kmpire," diarist begins perusal 
of, 05 ; and comments upon, (55 ; allu- 
sion to, ; diarist criticises. 70; con- 
tinues reading. 82, 84. 80, 88, 80, 106, 
107 ; diarist completes perusal of, 
112; and comments thereon, 112; 
alludes to new volumes of, and note 
on, 140; continues reading. 108. 

Gilbert's {Sir (ieoffrey) "Treatise on 
Evidence/' diarist reads, 127; note 
on, 127. 

Gilman, John Taylor, allusion to, 68. 

Goldsmith's (Oliver) "The Citizen of 
the World ; or, Letters of a Chinese 
Philosopher," diarist reads, 80. 

Goldthwait, Mr., fellow traveller with 
diarist between Providence and New- 
port, 172; diarist visits at Newport, 
173, 174. 

Gookin, Rev, Nathaniel, allusion to, 
83. 

Gordon, Adam, disputant at Harvard 
Commencement, 1788, 154; in list of 
graduates, 155. 



Gorlnni, Nathaniel, member of Federnl 
Coostitntional Convention, allusioa 
to.8d. 

Gray, , disputant at Haryard £z* 

hibition, 146. 

Green, Benjamin, allusion to, 27; bio-- 
graphical note concerning, 27. 

Greenleaf, Judge Benjamin, allusion to, 
34, 37 ; note on, 87 ; elected delegate 
to Massachusetts Constitutional Cod- 
rention, 64 ; allusion to, 94. 97 ; note 
on, 98; allusion to, 105; daughters 
of, 118; dines with, 185; daughters 
of. 139; allusion to, 140; discourse 
of. upon Disappointment, 140 ; musi- 
cal party at house of, 164 ; allusioa 
to. 165. 

Greenleaf, Mrs, Benjamm, allusion to, 
98. 

Greenleaf, Ebenezer, note, 187. 

Greenleaf, Hannah, diarist attends ball 
in company with, 96 ; allusion to, 98, 
104,136. 

Greenleaf, Jane, allusion to, 08, 104. 

Greenleaf, John, allusion to, and note 
on, 94, 103; note on, 125; aUusion 
to. 180, 141. 

Greenleaf, Jonathan, allusion to, 73 ; Is 
elected representative to the General 
Court, 182 ; note on, 132. 

Greenleaf, Mary, allusion to, 98, 104, 

im. 

Greenleaf, Miss P., allusion to, 48. 

Greenleaf, Sarah, allusion to, 98, 104, 
130. 

Greenleaf, William, note on, 125. 

Greenleaf, Rev, William Coombs, note, 
137. 

Greenough, Mr., joins a serenading 
party, 187 ; allusion to, 164. 

Gregory, J/r., of Boston, suitor of Lucy 
Knight, 114. 

Grosvenor, , college friend of dia- 
rist, 122. 

Groton, Mass., town of, allusion to, 50. 

Guild, Mr.f allusion to, 150. 



H. 

Halifax, allusion to, 160. 

Hall, George Holmes, of first gradu- 
ates in medicine at Harvard College, 
1788, 154. 
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HADCDL'k, Jobn, governor of I^fasaa- 
cliusetts, 9; allusion tn, 27 ; lemeii«3y 
of, toward participaius in hliays's 
lleheliion, 3^1 ; candidate for re-elec- 
tion. 119, 120; at K^Ehibitioo at Har- 
vard Colli ge, 124; address of, at 
Harvard Commencement, 1788, 165 ; 
viellB Newburjport, 103; reviews 
troops and proceeds to Haverhill, 
164; at meeting of ♦ B K, 165, lOG; 
dines with John Adams at Bra hi tree 
in company with otiicera of FrencU 
squadron. lOH. 
Hnrrii, Thaddeiia Mason, allusion to, 

and note on, lliS, 129, 154. 
Harrii, /rff. VVilJiam, nllualon to, 24; 
elet-letl vice-president of 4' C K, 20; 
note coDccrning, 126 ; allubion to, 
27. 

Harrii, , batter &t Harvard College, 

124. 
Hnrrard College, J. Q« Adams a stu- 
dent at, 7 ; regard of Utter for, 7 ; 
Adams frradaatea at, 7 ; Commence- 
ment at 178B, John Adams attends, 
with hia son, 158; Commencement 
exercises at 1788, 154; first gradu- 
ates of, in medicine, 154 ; liat of 
graduates of, elasa of 1788, 155; peti- 
tion for private Commencement at, 
by chiss of 1787, not^^ 165. 
Hristiniffl, Warren, allusion to, 9. 
Match*s Tavern, Boaton, 171; note on, 

171. 
Haven, Rei\ Jason, at ordination of 

Rt*v. Henry Ware, 62 ; not** on, 52. 
Haverhill, town of, diarist alludea to, 
11; diarist visits, 11-18; alluded to, 
S4; ditiriat vieits, 47 ; allusion to, 48; 
diarist visits, 63; Thanksgiving Day 
at» 60: allusion to, 87. 8B, 91, 121; 
Gov. Hancock visits, 164. 
Hay, Mrs., allusion to, 104, 108. 
Hawkins's (Wtlliam), "Pleas of the 
Crown," dmriat (akea up, 134; note 
on, 1M4; continues readings 136; 
compktes reading, 140. 
Huzen. Mhs, of Sulem, diarist alludes 

to, 12, 121), 
Hell-Gate, diarist pasftes en route to 

New York, 176. 
Hicldmrn, Jfr,, allusion to, 143. 
Higgiuson, €d, T. W., aliusion to, 
34. 
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Hill, William, graduate of Harvard 

College. 1788, 155. 
Hilliiird. Her. Timothy, diarist alludes 
to, 28 ; biographical note concerning, 
23 ; preaches at ordination of Henry 
Ware, 51 ; note on, 5h 
Hingham. town of, Rev. Henry Ware 
pastor at, 19; allusion to, 20; diarist 
visits, 51; Mr, Ware ordained and 
settled at, 51 ; allusion to, 52, 13D. 
nilclicock, /ifw. Gad, at ordination of 

Henry Ware, 62 ; note on, 52. 
Hodge. Michael^ allusion to, and note 

on, 08. 
Hodge, 3frs., allusion to, 140. 
Holland, crisis of affairs in, 34; treaty 

of, with England, note on, 34. 
Holy ok e, Dr. Edward A.^ of Salem, 

allusion to, 53. 
Homan's Tavern, at Ipswich, diariat 

dines at, GO. 
Hooper, Benjamin, diarist alludes to, 

65 ; suicide of, 80, 00. 
Hooper, Elizabeth (Betaey), allusion 

to, 100. 
Hooper, Joseph, allusion to» 158, 161, 
Hoofwr, Mrs., diarist visits, C5, 77, 81 ; 
distressed at suicide of her son, 80, 
90; circumstances of, 90; diariet 
visits, 05. 99, 09, 100, 109, 110, 111, 
112. 114, 116, 120, l>n, i:iO, 138, 139, 
140, 142, 143, l^^, 100, 167. 
Hooper, Rebecca, allusion to, 05. 
Hooper, Robt^rt, allusion to, 05, 103. 
Hooper, Stephen, allusion To, li2, 83, 
91, i>5, 103; note on, 103 ; allusion 
to, 107, 131, 163. 
Hooper. Thomas W., note on, 107; 

allusion to, 124, 170. 
Hopkins, Br. Samuel, allusion to, 63, 

105. 
'^Hopkinsian sect," allusion to, 105. 
llopkin^on, " a distracted ftillf>w," Dr. 
Kilham annoyed by, at Exeter, N. H., 
101. 
Hopkinton, X. //., town of, 53. 
Horace, diarist quotes from De Arte 

Povtica of, 50. 
House of Representatives (National), 

diarist visits, 177. 
Hovey, R&u^ Horace C, allusion to, 

97; note, 137. 
Ho ward, Ihv, Simeon, delivers Dud- 
kittu lecture, 23 ; note concerning, 28. 
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Howe, Mr., allafioii to, 61. 

** Hadibrafl," Butler's, diArifi ntdf, 

121; allofion to, 16L 
Hall, Gtn. William, tpeaki before the 

Cincinnati, in the Old Brick Church, 

160; note on, 160. 
Hnme'B " Hittonr of England," diarist 

reads, 188, 160. 
Hard, D., note concerning, 27. 
Hurricane, riolent, risits central New 

England towns, 16. 
Hutchinson, Mr,, from Ireland, allusion 

to, M, 96, 102; sails for IreUmd, lOi. 



Infants, diarist's opinion of, 18 

Insomnia, diarist is troubled with, 167, 
16«. 

" Institutes of Justinian," diarist reads, 
108. 

" Institutes of the Laws of Enghind," 
Thomas Wood's, allusion to, 140. 

Ipswich, town of, diarist dines at, en 
route to Newburjport, 80 ; allusion to, 
40 ; diarist passes through, 60 ; allu- 
sion to, 109, 114. 116. 117.118. 148; 
diarist passes through, on journey 
to Boston to meet his father, 143, 
144 ; allusion to, 162, 167. 



Jackson. Charles. Greek conference by, 
at Harrard Commencement, 1788, 
164 ; in list of graduates. 166. 

Jackson, Edward, allusion to. 88. 

Jackson, Representative James, allusion 
to, 177. 

Jackson, Jonathan, allusion to, 66, 88, 
90, 136. 189. 108; note on, 88. 

Jackson. Mrt. Jonathan, diarist visits, 
and characterizes. 86. 98. 

Jackson. Patrick Tracy, allusion to. 39. 

James, Eleazar. allusion to, and note 
on, 20. 

Jefferson, Thomas, J. Q. Adams makes 
acquaintance of, 7 ; latter's admira- 
tion for, 7 ; " Notes " of. upon Vir- 
ginia, allusion to, 28 ; note concerning. 
2« ; visit of, to Nathaniel Tracy, 111. 

Jenkins, Fanny, allusion to. 102 ; char- 
acterization of, 108; allusion to^ 187. 



Jenldns, Lewis, aDnsion to, and note 

on, 96. 
Jenkins, Nancy, diarist dances with, 

96; and characterizes, 96; allusion 

to, 97 ; characterization of, 108^ 109; 

allusion to, 180. 
Jenkins, Sally, diarist meets socially, 

and characterizes, 80; allusion to, 

94, 104 ; marries W. W. Prout, 142. 
Jennlson, Timotliy Lindall, allusion to, 

and note on, 20. 
Jones, John Coffin, allusion to, 89. 
Jones, Miss, diarist visits, 16. 16 ; re- 

oeires letter from Forbes. 88 ; diarist 

offers services to. as escort to a ball, 

46 ; visits, 61 ; allusion to, 126, 169, 

162. 
Jones. Mr., of Boston, allusion to, 103. 
Jones, Mrs,, of Boston, diarist meets, 

102 ; and characterizes. 108. 
Jopp^, fishing hamlet near Newbury- 

port. 141 ; note on, 141. 
" Jun&us's Letters," diarist peruses, 70, 

169. 
" Jnstinian, Institutes of," diarist reads, 

168. 

E. 

Kellogg. Rev, Elijah, allusion to, and 
note on, 137. 

Kellogg, Samuel, college friend of dia- 
rist, allusion to. and note on, 123. 

Kendall. Ephraim. allusion to, and note 
on. 143. 

Kendall. Samuel, allusion to, 27 ; note 
concerning. 27. 

Kent, Abigail, marries Thomas Welsh, 
26. 

Kilham, Dr, Daniel, of Newburyport, 
diarist dines with, 32 ; biographical 
notice of, 82 ; loans music to diarist. 
84 ; allusion to. 44, 46. 46, 47. 66, 67 ; 
opposes Federal Constitution. 67 and 
note; allusion to, 69, 71. 74, 76, 77. 
80, 82. 90; drives to Exeter. 100; 
allusion to. 101 ; opposed to Federal 
Constitution, 106, 106 ; note on. 106 ; 
allusion to. 110. 118. 140. 167. 

Kimball, Jacob, unable to obtain his 
degree at Harvard College. 1788, 166. 

Kimball, Rev. True, preaches at Haver- 
hill, 17; biographical note concern- 
ing, 17; diarist's criticism of, 17; 



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^D^^^^^^^^^ ^^H 


^^^^V preaches nt Newburyport, M ; diarist 


Adams from Europe, 151 ; visits ^^| 


^^^^m buars an aid aeniuin by, 84, 161. 


latter Qt Braintrt^e, 151; imprisoned ^^H 


King, RufuB, alki>i(>n to, m student 


In England for planning lo ship ^^f 


with Tlieophilua Parsons, 14 ; elected 


machinery to America, 151 ; vigits al ^^H 


dtdepftle to Mass. Federal Consiitu- 


Braintree, 151, 15'2. ^^| 


tiunal Conveiitioni 64 ; note od, 64 ; 


^'Leopard," Providence and Newport ^^f 


allusion to, 76, 86» 


pncket, 172. ^H 


Kirk land, Rt:v. Jobn Thornton, D.D,f 


L'Etombe, Le Sienr dt\ French con- ^^| 


diarist naeets at Braintree, 51 ; bio- 


sul, present at 'f' B K meeting at ^^| 


graphical note on, 61 ; pronouncea 


Cambridge, 166; compliinents diar- ^^| 


LatLQ oration at Harvard, lit). 


iat, tbe orator, 165; note on, 165. ^^| 


Kissing, diarist's icntiments concern- 


" letters of a Chinese Pbilosopher," by ^^| 


ing, 78, 75*. 


Goldsmith, diarist reader, 86. ^^| 


Kittredgej Dr, Thomas, of Andover, 


Ley den, Pniversity of, J. Q. Adamfl a ^^f 


dinrifit Tisits, 122 ; aote on, 122. 


student at, 7 ; latter's regard for, 7. ^^| 


Kiitredge, Mrs. IM., allusion to, 122.. 


"Liberal Education," of Vicessimus ^^H 


Knif^lit, Lucy, allusion to, 95; diarist 


Knox, diarist reads and comments ^^H 


charactenzes, 95; allueion to, 97, l^b, 


tbereon, 115. ^^H 


lOO, 114 ; diarist CTitkises, 115. 


Lincoln, Abncr, college classmate of ^^H 


Knox, Vicesflimus, reference to, and 


diarist, 20 ; allusion to, 24 ; biograph* ^^H 


note on bis criticism of Gibbon's 


ical note concerning, 24 ; disputant ^^H 


*• Decline and Fall of tbe Roman 


at Harvard Commencement, 178H, ^^H 


Empire," 113; tbe "Liberal Educa- 


154 ; in list of graduates, 1788, 155. ^H 


tion'* of, 115. 


Lincoln, Gtn. Benjamin, allusion to, ^^| 




24, C2 ; mill of,, at Hinglmm, 54 ; ^H 


L. 


altusion to, @B ; candidate for lieu- ^^H 




tenant-goverrior, ] 19, 120 ; elected ^^H 


La Luzerne, Chevalier de, comes to 


lieutenimt-governor, 140. ^^H 


United States in company witb tbe 


Lincoln, Benjamin (Jr.), death of, re- ^^f 


Adamses, 6. 


corded, 80; note on, 80. ^H 


Lanpdon, John, a deleKate to New 


Lincoln, Rev. Henry, allusion, comment ^^H 


Hampshire Federal Convention, 101 ; 


and note on, 163 ; nlbiFion to, 167. ^^| 


note on, 10 L 


Lincoln, town of, nllusion to, 55, 66. ^^H 


Lanmtin, James, fellow traveller with 


Lithgow, Gen. William, allusion to, ^^H 


diarist to Providence, 171 ; note on, 


note, ^H 


171; allusion to, 172,173, 174. 


Little, George, descendants of, note on, ^^| 


Laugh ton, Margaret, marries Jobn 


^H 


Tracy, 35; note on, 35* 


Little, George T., allusion to, 15. ^H 


Lawyers, public antipathy to, 57 ; ex- 


Little, Afoses, classmate of diarist, 15 ; ^| 


tended note on, 67^ 58 ; diarist writes 


biogrnphieal note on, 15; dinri»t's ^^| 


bin motber concerning, 73. 


cliaracterization of, 15; patbetic epi> ^^^ 


Lenrned, Ebenezer, allusion to, 53 ; 


taph of, 15 ; allusion to, SO, 34, S5, ^^| 


note on, 53; diariat's characteriza- 


36. 40, 41, 42, 44, 46, 47,61, 62, 63, ^H 


tion of, 53; allu&mn to, 144, 167. 


67, 71, 72, 76, 79. BO; la offered ^H 


Leathers, J/r«., of Newburyport, 16 ; 


** subject "hy ftexton, 81 ; allualnn ^^H 


tliarist takes roorna with, SO, 32 ; 


to, 82, M, 88,03, 96, 102, 100. 114. ^H 


allusion to, and characterization of, 


115, 130; is inoculated for smallpox, ^^H 


74 ; diarist leaves lodgings of, 165. 


n2 ; allumon to, 135, 155. 157, 163. ^H 


L-t'C, Henry, Representative in Congress^ 


Little, HicbanI, iillusiim to, 15. ^^H 


nllusion to, 177. 


Lloyd, James, allusion to, nott^ 149. ^^H 


Lee, Miiry, marries Nathaniel Tracy, 


Louis XVI., allusion to, 7. ^H 


note on. 111. 


Lowell John, orator before 4" B K, 26. ^H 


Lee, .Ur., diarist albidpa to, 18. 


27; diarist characterizes same, 27; ^^| 


LeuDard, Dr^ passenger with Jobn 


note concerning, 27 ^^| 
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Lowell, Judtfi John, allusion to, 27; 
builder of mansion at Newburjport, 
81 ; allusion to, d4, 88. 

Lowell, Rev, John, pastor at Newburj- 
port, 34. 

M. 

Madison, James, Representative in Con- 

gress, allusion to, 177. 
Maiden bridge, allusion to, 60. 
Marblehead, town of, allusion to, 27, 

111. 
Marbois, M,, comes to the United 

States in company with the Adamses, 

6 ; pleased with young J. Q. Adams, 

6; the latter teaches him English, 6; 

lauds the young man's attainments, 

7 ; anecdote of, 6, 7. 
Marchant, Henry, diarist visits at New- 
port, and note on, 172, 173, 174. 
Marine Society of Newburyport, Capt 

Hodge a founder of, 98. 
Marquand, Joseph, allusion to, 112. 
Marquand, Mrs. Joseph, allusion to, 

102 ; note on, 102 ; allusion to, 108, 

167. 
Marsh, Capt., allusion to, 68. 
Marsh, Jonathan, elected representa- 
tive in the General Court, 182 ; note 

on 132. 
Martegucs, Chevalier Maccarty de, dines 

with John Adams at Braintree, 160. 
Massachusetts Historical Society, diary 

of J. Q. Adams communicated to, 8; 

reproduces diary in Proceedings, 8; 

James Winthrop one of the founders 

of, 19. 
Mathematics at Harvard, comment 

concerning, 21. 
McHard, J/r., allusion to, 92. 
Mclntier, . prosecutes case for 

slander, 35. 
McKeen, Rev. Joseph, preaches at New- 
buryport 136 ; note on, 186. 
McKinstry, Sarah, diarist meets, 48; 

note on, 48. 
McKinstry, Dr, William, allusion to, 48. 
McPherson, Capt., of Philadelphia, 176. 
Mead, Samuel, college friend of diarist, 

allusion to and characterization of, 

in note on, 128. 
Medford, town of, diarist alludes to 

11.44^61,63. 



Medway, town of, allusion to, 27. 

Menotomy, parish of, allusion to, 127. 

Mercer, Judge James, allusion to, 35. 

Merrill, Mr.^ of Newburyport, allusion 
to. 102. 

Meyer, Mr,, diarist meets at Newport, 
178, 174. 

Milton, John, the poet, allusion to, 173. 

Milton, town of, allusion to, 128, 150, 
151. 

Moody, Samuel, allusion to, and note 
on, 76; pays visit to diarist, 85. 

Morland, Afr., allusion to, 115. 

Morris, Robert, allusion to, note^ 177. 

Morris, Thomas, dines with John 
Adams, 177. 

Murray, Rtv. John, pastor at Newbury- 
port, 40; interesting suit of, against 
inhabitants of Salisbury, 40, 41 ; note 
concerning same, 40, 41 ; diarist crit- 
icises sermon of, 73; note on, 78; 
queer antic of clock on meeting- 
house of, 81; allusion to, 118; char- 
acterization of, 118; allusion to, 
note, 137, 158. 

Murray, Rev, John (of Gloucester), 
allusion to, 168. 

Mystic, town of, diarist passes through, 
19. 

N. 

Napoleon Bonaparte, allusion to, 9. 

Newbury Bridge, allusion to, and note 
on, 138. 

Newburyport, First Congregational 
Church of, observes its 175th anni- 
versary, 5; its conditition in the 
eighteenth century, 7 ; people of, 7 ; 
allusion to, 24, 25, 28 ; diarist enters 
law office in, 80; citizens of, cele- 
brate ratification of Federal Constitu- 
tion, 94: Gov. Hancock visits, 168, 
and reviews troops at, 164; diarist 
returns to, 167. 

Newell, Miss, allusion to, 139. 

Newell's [Newhall's] Tavern, Lynn, 
diarist breakfasts at, 129. 

Newhall, Miss, allusion to, 157. 

Newhall's Tavern, see Newell's Tavern. 

New r^ondon, Conn., town of, 178. 

Newport, R. /., diarist visits en route to 
New York, 172; describes and com- 
ments on, 174. 



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ INDEX. ^^^^^^^^^^W^^^^^^B 


New Tt^rk, tempoMTy seat of United 


elected a member of ^ B R, 27, 28 ; ^^M 


StatcjB goveriHiiLiit, Johu Adams re- 


biographical note concerning, 2d» ^^H 


itioTes to* 109 ; diarist mjikes journey 


Packard, Hezekiah, diariat alludes to, ^^M 


tO| and vlaita ftt, 170-1 7S; harbor of, 


20 ; biograph ica I no te concerni n g, 20 ; ^^M 


and approadi to, described, ITS j dia- 


allusion to, 22, 23, 25, 27, 28, 35, £0, ^H 


rist arrives at, 170. 


122, 128. ^H 


Nisi Prills^ Buller's, diarUt read a » 160, 


Packet, between Boston and Tliiigbam, ^^| 


North American Review, extraeta from 


54; between Providence and New- ^^M 


J. Q. Adanis'a diary published in, S. 


port {Leopard), 172; between New- ^^M 


North Andnver, town of. opposes adop- 


port and New York (Rambler), 172. ^H 


tion of Federal Constitution, 38. 


Paine, Joshua, biographical note con- ^^| 


North Scliool, Newburyport, note con- 


eerning, 25. ^^| 


cerninir, 3L 


Paine, Roliert, takes part in a Greek ^^M 


Norton, Rta. Jacob, marries Elizabeth 


dialogue at CaTubridge, 124. ^^H 


Cranch, w>te^ 47 ; allusion to« and 


Paine, Robert Treat, attorney- general ^^M 


note ooi 127; diariat characterizea, 


of Maseachusetts, 28 ; prosecutor in ^^M 


128; allusion to, 128. 


Shehane trial, 28; note concerning, ^^^H 


Norton, house of Mr., fomaer home of 


^H 


diarist's ffrandfather at Weymuutb, 


Pahner, Rev, Joseph, allusion to, rto/e, ^^| 


diariftl Tisits 146. 


^^H 


Noyes, Cupt., aUuBioa to, 81. 


Pahner, Stephen, part of, at Harvard ^^M 




Exhibition, and note on, 110. ^^M 




Parish, Rtt\ Elijah, ordtnation of, at ^^H 


0. 


Byfield, allusion to, and nntc on, 71 ; ^^M 




as student at Dartmouth College, ^^M 


'* Observation B on the Statntea," Har- 


characterization of, 70. ^^H 


rington's, diariat reads, 169. 


Parker. Jfr., djncs with diarist at Ha- ^^M 


Odiorne, George, is married to Dorothy 


verhill on ThankKgiving Day, 06; ^^| 


Tufts, 4jj; note on, dli; allusion to. 


diarist comments on wife of, &y ^^M 


126. i 


Parker River (Newbury Bridge), allu- ^H 


"Old Brick*' Churcli, Gen. William 


sion to, and note on, 1*^3. ^^H 


Hull speaks in, before the Ciiieinnati, 


Para on s, Theophilus, J. Q. Adams a ^^M 


160. 


student in ofhce of, 6 ; succeeds FraU' ^^H 


Old South Meeting Hotiaej Harrison 


CIS Dana as Chief Justice of Supreme ^^H 


Gray Otis speaks in^ 14d. 


Court, 5 ; note concerning, 10 ; diarist ^^M 


Olipbant, Dr.^ fellow passenger with ' 


alludes to, 14 ; biographterd note con- ^^| 


diarist on voyage to New York, 174, 


eerning, 14; diarist enters ofBce of, ^^H 


175. 


20; arrhesfrom Bostcm,33; allusion ^^M 


Oliver, Reu. Daniel, preaches at New- 


to, 34, 35, 37, 38. 41, 42, 46. 49, 60, fil, ^H 


bury port, 110; diarist not pleased 


63; elected delegate to Mas^sachu- ^^t 


with, 110; note on, 110, 


setts Federal Ctrnvention, 04; diarist ^H 


Ome, Aitor, allusiou to, 110, 


lauds, 6G; diarist plays draughts ^H 


Osffood, Peter, allusion to, 38. 


with, 68, 71 ; allusion to, 72, 73, 81. ^M 


Otis, Harrison Gray, allusion to, 25 ; 


82, 94, 95, m, m. 100, 102, 105, 1(J6, ^1 


speaks In Old South Meeting House, 


110, 111. 112, 114, 115, 118, 120, 122. ^H 


14B. 


127; elected representative to the ^^M 


Orifi, James, allusion to, 25. 


General Court, 132; allusion to. 133, ^H 


Otis, iSaniuel AUyne, allusion to, 25. 


134, 138, 141, 140, 160, 166, 107, 169. ^H 




Parsons, Mnt. Theophllus, allusion to, ^^| 
Parsons, William, allusion to, and ^^M 


P, 




note on, 60 ; attempt at ^vit, of, 00 : ^^f 


Packard, Rev. Asa, marries ^Irs. Ann 


diarist characterizes, OO^ allusion to, ^^H 


Quincy, 22; note concerning, 22; 


^H 
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Patten, Miu, of Rhode IsUnd, allusion 
to, 124. 

Peabody, Mr., of Exeter, N. 11., dUrist 
lodges at house of, 100; and dines, 
101. 

Perkins, , nuwages a dance at 

Hingham, 54. 

Peterson, Capl,, of packet " Rambler," 
172. 175. 

Phelps, Ilenrj, gradoate of Uanrard 
College, 17dd, 155. 

Phi BeU Kappa Society, meeting of, 24, 
25, 26; elecU officers, 26; alluiiion to 
members of, 27 ; Bancroft, Packard, 
and Barker, elected members of, 28 ; 
invites diarist to speak before it, 
159; diarist delivers oration before, 
165; allusion to meeting of, 1769, 
170. 

Phillips, John, college friend of diarist, 
20; elected treasurer of 4>BK, 26; 
note concerning, 26; allusion to, 
123, 124 ; pronounces salutatory ora- 
tion at Commencement, 1788, 153; 
in list of graduates, 1788, 155; allu- 
sion to, 161, 170. 

Phillips, Miss, allusion to, 114, 189. 

Pickering, John, argues for ratification 
of Federal Constitution, 100 ; diarist 
comments thereon, 100; note on, 
100. 

Pickering, Timothy, William Stedman 
lodges with, 14. 

Pickman, Benjamin (Sr.), allusion to, 
102. 

Pickman, Benjamin (Jr.), becomes fel- 
low-student with diarist at office of 
Theophilus Parsons, 102; note on, 
102; allusion to, 104, 107, 108, 109, 
110, 111, 114, 115, 120, 121, 129, ISO, 
181, 134. 136, 136, 137, 188, 140, 141, 
142, 144. 157, 160. 

Pitt. William, allusion to, 9. 

" Pleas and Pleadings," Bacon's, dia^ 
rist begins perusal of, 143. 158. 

"Pleas of the Crown," William Haw- 
kins's, diarist takes up. 134 ; note on. 
134; continues reading, 136; com- 
pletes reading. 140. 

Plymouth, town of. allusion to, 128, 
160. 

Poetry, diarist's dislike for, 88. 

Point Judith, diarist passes on Yoyage 
to New York, 174. 



Popkin, Rev. John S., allusion to, SI. 

Porter. Rev. Huntington, allusion to. 
and note on, 137. 

Porter, Mr., allusion to. 18 ; note con- 
cerning, 18 ; infant child of, annoys 
diarist, 18. 

Portsmouth, N. H.^ town of, allusion 
to, 30, 87, 42, 161. 

Pownalborongh, A/ie., town of, allusion 
to, 148, 149. 

Presbury, Mary, wife of Jonathan 
Greenleaf. ftote, 132. 

Prescott. James, graduate of Hanrard 
CoUege, 1788. 155. 

Priestley, Dr. Joseph, diarist reads 
work by. 146, 156. 

Prince, 3/tss, allusion to, 101; charac- 
terization of, 105. 

l*rout, Lydia, note on. 94. 

Prout, William Welsted. allusion to, 
and note on. 94 ; marries Sally Jen- 
kins, 142. 

Providence, R. /., diarist visits, on jour- 
ney to New York. 170, 171 ; descrip- 
tion of, 171. 172; Supreme Court in 
session at, 172. 

Putnam, Samuel, student with The- 
ophilus Parsons, 15; biographical 
note concerning, 15; allusion to, 40, 
42, 44, 45. 46, 50, 60. 61, 62, 63. 67, 
69, 70. 71, 76. 81. 82. 84. 87, 88, 89, 
91. 98, 96, 97, 100. 102, 106. 107, 109 ; 
described as in love, 109; allusion 
to, 111, 112, 114, 116. 118; diarist 
characterizes, 118; allusion to. 120, 
129, 132. 133, 135^ 136, 137. 139, 140, 
157. 169, 160, 162. 163, 164. 165. 

Putnam, Miss, allusion to. 98 ; diarist 
meets, and characterizes, 98, 99; 
allusion to, 100. 



Qninctilian. Mr. Parsons advises diaiiit 

to read. 64. 
Quincy. town of. allusion to. 9. 
Quincy, Mrs, Ann, allusion to, 22; 

biographical note concerning, 22; 

diarist visits. 128, 145. 
Quincy, Anna, marries John Thazter, 

53. 
Quincy, Dorothy, allusion to, 83. 
Quincy, Edmund, allusion to, 22. 
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QiiinciTi Cd. Jolm, allusion to, 17, 53| 
ao, 145. 

Quill cy, Mtb. JoBinh (Jr.), allueion to, 
145. 

Quincy, Litcji allusion to, 10. 

Qiiincy, Nancy, alluaiou to, 22 ; note 
on, 22; diariitt meets at Ilaverlill], 
47 ; alluBion to, aa liaving beeu ill, 
128. 

Quincy, Norton, "My Uncle Quincy," 
diarist vjsita»55; note on, 65; allii- 
siod to, and note on, 146 ; Mrs. Abi- 
gail Adams risits, 152. 



** Hnraljler/' packet, between Newport 

and New York^ diarist cakes passage 

on, 172. 
Band, Dt.^ of Cambridge^ allusion to« 

157. 
Rend, ^fr.t of Salem, diarist visits, 129, 
Read, Nathan, resigns tutarsliip at 

Cambridge, 19; biograpidcal note 

concerning, 19. 
Reclington, Mr., allusion to, 63. 
Beligion, diarUt's comment on, 161. 
Rice, Cd. Nathan (Jr.), gives dinner 

party at llinghara, 52; note onj 62; 

alluaion ti>, 53, 54. 
Rice, Rfv. Nathan (Sr.),alluBion to, 52, 
liiciimond Hill, residence of Vice-lVesi- 

dent John Adams, in New York, 17§. 
Roberta, Miss, allufilon to» 130, 161. 
Robertson 'a "Charles V.," diarist 

reads, 30; comments npoD^ 30; note 

concerning^ 30, 32. 
Rochefom-auld, Due dt /a, quotation 

from, 158. 
Roma in, M., fellow lodger with diarist 

at Mrs. Leathers'a, Newburyport, 

158; allusion to, 162, 166. 
Rous Beau's ** Confesjsions," diarist 

reads, 35; liis comment on, 86. 
Hussell, ^ of llaTcrhill, diarist 

vieirs, 47. 
Buisell, Daniel, allusion to, lOS, 167. 



S. 



Sainnevil5e, Mai'qitia rf«, dines with 

John Adams at Brain tree, 166, 
St» John's Day, observance ofj 76. 



Salem, town of, allusion to, 01, 62, lit, 
115, 129, irtO. 

Saiisbury^ town of, allusion to, 102, 114. 

Sanders, Daniel Clarice, disputant at 
Harvard Commencement, 17B8, 164; 
note on, 154 ; in list of graduates, 165. 

Sandwich, town of» allusion to, 52. 

Sargeant, Jucige Nathaniel Peaslee, 
diarist payi a visit to, 13; bio- 
graphical note concerning, 13; dmnst 
dines with, 18, 29 ; allusion to, 48, 55, 
121. 

Sawyer, Dr. Mirajab, diarist visits, 104 j 
note on, 104; allusion to, 108, HO. 

Sawyer, Mrs, Mien Jab, allusion to, and 
note on, 104. 

Sawyer, William, allusion to, and note 
on, 110; charauterization of, 110; 
allusion to, 114, 131 ; graduate of 
Harvard, class of 1788, 165. 

Sawyer, William (the first of that 
name), descendants of, note on, 104, 

Sawyer's Tavern, s^e SoMct'e Tavern. 

Searle, George, allusion to, natf, 184. 

Searle, Mrs. George, allusion to, 134- 

'' Seasons," Thomson's, quotation from, 
133. 

Sedgwick, Theodore, member of Fed* 
eral Constitutional Convention, allii- 
sion to, 86. 

Selden, Mrs., of Virginia, allusion to, 
36. 

"Sensible," French frigate, conveys 
John Adams and his ton to Amer- 
ica, 6 ; John Adams returns to Eu- 
rope nn, 7. 

** Sen I i mental Journey,'* Sterne's, allu- 
sion to, 48. 

Sewall, David, Judge of Supreme Court 
of Maasachuaetts, 29 ; allusion to, and 
note on, 66; allusion to, 15L 

Sewall, Stephen, allusion to, 102. 

Shakespeare, ** Pleasure for Measure," 
quotation from, 66 ; diarist reads 
historical play of, 84 ; " Twelfth 
Night," quotation from, 87 ; 
"OtheJlo," quotation from, 165; 
"II Henry IV.," quotation from, 
167; allusion to, 174- 
Shaw, C«/»^, of packet *' Rambler," 175. 
Shaw, Rev. John, biographical note 
oonceming, 11; allusion to, 16, 18; 
diarist visits at Haverhill, 47; allu- 
sion to, 48, 49, 60i 6J$; TbauksgiviDg 
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YL j». 2*1. :4i :-*i lir. jh. acL 







fih^jaaff-, Xiao. «. e::al Sir 
aoii enauiKBfii aaxfis^ & 
£arsc ?n 

£aii2^ iS^Y. Dtus^ IS <■ JiiiT'iM flC 
Eaotj W«cl ^: aa«B ok. 4& 

&2iin«ui, JTi. San!!, MimBam. Vk. I*J3L 

g^pnrwy, Jir% aLans toe II*. 

SAr«^{za.ie. BesrgAas Ahbrx ly iH eoi- 
fe^pe onSMtt oi. I±4 : ?r>£Kcs ohb- 

ITt 

iimAZ^0v%, Wiakft o«s ia XewLijpuH. 
U2L 

to, Sri, «, »5, IW. 11^ 

faith, U'jn, aJanoB to,^ &i ; cfivais 
"Bakes sp** a miiM ii fai^iarlTT g 
with, ^; a£Ia»w to, ICO, 114, 1:33l 

Bmdth, i/r«. AU^aa Adaat, dmikt al- 
l«i«si v#. 44 ; »9Ce oa, 44. 

S(&:th, C. C^ €di:or of ¥■■— rliiii€»i 
UhttTfTjcad fyxittj, 8 ; Adaav't dlaiy 
|»U«»rl ia ituKb << 8; ivprddoces 
«fiarf ia lYoc««f&i|;s of Soeietj, 8l 

8nis&, J/tM Ehzabeth, daa^tcr of 
iMaooo Ijaac, <fiariit risiu ia Bot- 
too, 'S$ ; a'.<e oa, -SS ; illarioa to, mm 
"Hen^y,"!*^, l«. 

fimhh, ytrt. ETtzabeth Q^aHanoa to, 10. 

8mith, .^r«r, H<zekiah, <fiarift allades 
t/>, 17, Ir!; bioffrnpfakalaoceooBceni- 
in^ ] ^ ; allatic« to. &8. 

Jkatth, lA*nr/m Iiaac, aJlafioB to, 25; 
fK^ rfmcenuDg^ 25; note coooera- 
ifkf, ^; death of, 49; note coocero- 




ami jcig! V iB": dip* tf.'itug jarrr la^ 
34: fisaie v^iBk UK U4. laiL 141. 
S»jadi&ca^pe» ai«x 4£. aTnawn 9a.. a3L 
Sgqy»-|LW,B^*AaBfcaaf <iMikM 

Spra^ £fr. SaanaL ?HCnr af 3S«lk 

assg»S» jecSBEa hf. 42 : aoca oa. 43^ 
aea. «l ; ^boioa aa. ffi. I46i, Kl^ llOt 

iul Lss, un ue. I«L 

Scaccj. Gearfc^ affinrar ftx ST : wmut 
aa.r^: aHanoa aa4U 1>X IIL IH 
11^ UL 1£1 U:, l^SBl I4i. U3l U?, 
lae, 15fr. I4Q^ 141, 141 1& 144. 

Scage Eaea. aoce caaeeraB^ 3%. 

Scark. Jfj?. Caleb, dboas to Moy Mia 
MeKhaaj, 4$ ; aoCa oa« 43l 

Scark, Mit:.-G^ lote^ alauoa ta, 48L 

14: i«^» r^r^^^ aose eoomv^ 

14: aMoB to, 1^ 24^ 3fll ST, 4^ a4^ 

57, 124, 12S; Barnes Alaj EOsy, 

aote. 172. 
Stewart, ifr., fellow ^i ^ii witk 

diaxist oa vojaKe to Xewpoct. 173l 
Stiles, Eaa, Pntiim •f Y^ C«u«ee» 

diarirt MeeCa daagkter of, at Sew- 

port. 171 
Stooe, Midiad, Ripf w m UMi m m Caa- 

^ress, aDasioe to, 177. 
Storcr, Deaem Ebeneiet, ifiamt itiata 

with, 55; ooCe oa, 55; £arst £aet 

with. 144, 15a 
Storr, lUr, Jlr^ peeacbe a at Xewbarx- 

port,lttl 
Street, Ifist^ dtmtiU alladea to, 2S. 



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^M 


^ Strong, Caleb, raembfir of Federal Con- 


Thacher, ■> disputant at Harvard ^^M 


^^^^y «titiJUonal ConventioD.alkisioii to, 8t). 


Exliihition, 146. ^^M 


Sturbridge, town of, allusion to» 25, 52. 


Thanlfsgiving Day, diarist observes, ^^M 


Suicide^ of Ben, Hooper, 89, 90; diarist 


^H 


dcscftnta upon subject of, 90. 


Thaxter, Caleb, of Hingham, diarist ^^M 


Sullivan, FnuKia S,, Lecturea of, diar 


dines with, ;it Hingbum, 52; note on, ^^H 


net takes up, 43 ; note on, 43 ; allusion 


52; diarist sups with, 54; diarist ^^M 


to, and eriudsm of, 70, 71; diaridt 


rides to Boston in company with, 55. ^^| 


completes reudmg of, 72. 


Thiixter, John (St.), of Hingbam, dia- ^^M 


Sullivan, Gor. Jamea, counsel in caie 


rist visits, 53 ; nt^e on^ 53. ^^M 


Smith V. Brown, 30; note on, 89; 


Thaxter, John (Jr.), of Haverhill, allu- ^H 


counsel in case at Cambridge, 66; 


sion to, 13, 16, 17 ; biographical note ^^M 


anecdote of, 56 ; diariBt characterizes, 


concerning, 17 ; allusion to, 41^ ; con- ^^H 


56; allusion to, 143. | 


vivial scene at bouEe of, 50; allusion ^^M 


Sullivan, GeiL Jt^hn, alluaion to, 30, 


to, 51; is married, 63; allusion to, ^^H 


Sullivan, John, Greek dialogue of, with 


74, 91, 02, 100, 121, 143, 157, 167. ^H 


Thomas B. Adaraa, at Harvard Ei- 


Thaxter, Mrs. John, of Haverhill, allu- ^H 


liibition, 14^, 


sion to, 66, 121. ^H 


Sumner, Increase, judge of the Su- 


Thaxter, Qtiincy, allusion to, and note ^^M 


preme Court of Maasacbusetts, 29; 


on, 64 ; alJu>«ion to, 1Q2. ^^H 


allusion lo, nnil note on, 00. 


Thompson, Thomas, allusion to, 14; ^^H 


Sweden, diarist recalla bis visit to, 93; i 


opposes bis son's desire to read law, ^^H 


note on, 1>3. 


31; diarist comments thereon, 31; ^^H 


Swett, Dr. John B., allusion to, 13; 


allusion to, 130. ^H 


Mosea Little, student in otflce of, 15; 


Thompson, Thomas W., diarist alludes ^^H 


allusion to, 30 ; bio^raphleat notice 


to, 14 ; biographical note concerning, ^^M 


of, 30- as cliissmate of Tracy, 31; 


14,15; fellow Bludent with diariist at ^^H 


allusion to, 44; diarist advises with, i 


Newhuryport, 30 ; engages in teach- ^^M 


6o; allusion to, 63, 80, 82, BS, 104, 


ing school, 31 ; father opposes his ^^H 


130, lti7. 


intent to read law, 31 ; diarist com- ^^H 


Swe^tt, ^frs. Dr,f characterized by dia* 


menta thereon, 31; allusion to, 33, ^^M 


rist, 68, 69 ; note on, 6S ; diarist com- 


40, 42, 44, 45. 46, 60, 62, m, 67, 71,81, ^H 


ments on, 82 ; allusion to, 104. 


84, 93, 94. 96, 100, 102, lOi^ 108, 109, ^H 


Symmes, Ret\ William, allusion to, 38 ; 


110, 112, 114, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, ^H 


biographical note on, 38; opposes 


130, ISl, 132, 133, 135, 136, 137, 138, ^H 


Federal Constitution, 38, 48 ; allusion 


139. 140, 141, 157, lb% 160, 101, 162, ^H 


to, 77 ; allusion to, and note on, 167. 


^H 




Thomson^i ** Season s,*' quotation from, ^^M 

133. ^M 

Thurston, Rev. Benjamin, member of ^^M 


T. 




Kew Hampshire Federal Constitu- ^^^ 


Tappan, Atnos, disputant at Harvard 


tional Convention, 101 ; diarist criti* ^^M 


Commencement, 1788, 164 ; in list of 


cises speech of, 101 ; note on, 101. ^^H 


graduates, 17B8, 155. 


Tillotson, John, Arc/tbisfiop, allusioQ to ^^^ 


Tappan, Ikir. Uavid, preaches at 


sermon by, and note on, 131. ^^H 


Newhuryport, 12; diariat'i charac- 


" Timothy Dexter House/' allusion to, ^^M 


terization of, 13; biographical note 


_^M 


concerning, 12, 13 ; pastor at West 


Titcomb, Gen. Jonath an , re views troopt, ^^^^M 


Newbury, 31; classmate of John 


47, 4d ; note on. 47 ; elected delegate ^^^^^ 


Tracy, 31; preachea at Newbury- 


to Mass. Federal Constitutional Con* ^^^^M 


port, 115. 


yention, 64^ ^^^^H 


Taunton, town of, allusion to, 55, 152. 


" Tom Jones,*' Fielding*s, diariat'i criti- ^^H 


Taylor, Miss, of Boston, visita at New- 


cism of, 10. ^^H 


huryport, 142* 1 


Topsfield, town of, allusion to, 37. ^^M 
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To WDsend, Horatio, fellow student with 
diarist at Kewburyport, SO; bio- 
graphical note concerning, 80; dia- 
rist dines witti, 82 ; allusion to, 88 ; 
diarist walks with, 84; allusion to, 
85, SO, 87, S8, 41, 42, 46, 47, 48, 40, 50 ; 
diarist characterizes, 61 ; allusion to, 
62, 63, 64, 66, 66, 67, 68, 71, 75, 77, 81, 
82, 84, 85, 88, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 
100, 102, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 
110, 114» 115; admitted to practice, 
116; diarist characterizes, 116; allu- 
sion to, 142, 143, 149, 158, 160, 161, 
162, 163, 164. 
Townsend's Tavern, Newport, diarist 

stops at, 172. 
Tracj, Hannah, allusion to, 83. 
Tracy, John, of Newburyport, diarist 
visits, 81; biographical note on, 81; 
diarist dines with, 85 ; note on, 35 ; 
allusion to, 86, 60, 65, 88, 08, 141, 142, 
148, 163. 
Tracy, Mrs, John, diarist's comment 

on, 85, 36. 
Tracy, Nathaniel, brother of John, allu- 
sion to, 31, 39, 65, 111 ; note on, 111 ; 
comment on, 112 ; allusion to, 163. 
Tracy, Capt, Patrick, allusion to, 83, 

111. 

Training Day, diarist comments on, 82. 

Tread well, John Dexter, college friend 

of diarist, 123; graduate of Harvard 

College, 1788, 155. 

•' Treatise on Evidence,*' Sir Geoffrey 

Gilbert, diarist reads, 127. 
" Tristram Shandy," allusion to, 106. 
Trowbridge, Judge Edmund, allusion 

to, and note on, 147. 
Tucker, Miss Alice, guest with diarist 
at Miss Cazneau's, 67 ; diarist char- 
acterizes, 67 ; allusion to, 71 ; note 
of, on Rev. Elijah Parish, 71 ; char- 
acterization by, of Samuel Moody, 76; 
characterization by, of Miss Cazneau, 
77 ; characterization by, of William 
Famham, 108 ; characterization by, 
of Nathaniel Tracy, 112. 
Tucker, Rev. Dr. John, meeting-house 
of, 34 ; note on, 84 ; allusion to, 46, 48, 
49 ; note on, 49 ; diarist criticises con- 
gregation of, 50 ; allusion to, 62, 65 ; 
sermon of, commented upon, 68 ; 
allusion to, 82 ; sermon of, commented 
upon, 95; allusion to. 111, 163, 167. 



Tudor, William, counsel in Shehane 
trial, 29; biographical note concern- 
ing, 29. 

Tufts, Dr. Cotton, allusion to, 10 ; note 
concerning, 10; allusion to, 21, 22, 
23, 56, 60, 146, 170. 

Tufts, Cotton (Jr.), marries Dorothy 
Brooks, 48 ; note on, 43. 

Tufts, Dorothy, diarist present at mar- 
riage of, to George Odiome, 43; 
note on, 43. 

Tufts, Samuel, allusion to, 15, 16, 38, 
37, 40, 42 ; diarist present at marriage 
of daughter of, 48; note on, 48; 
allusion to, 44, 90 ; diarist dines with, 
126; calls upon, 130; allusion to, 
103, 167. 

Tufts, Dr. Simon, widow of, alluded 
to, 19. 

Turner, Charles, graduate of Harvard 
College, 1788, 155. 

Tyng, Dudley Atkins assumes name of, 
84 ; appointed Collector of Port of 
Newburyport, 85. 

Tyngsborough, town o^ allusion to, 34. 



U. 

Underwood, Nathan, graduate of Har- 
vard College, 1788, 155. 



Vassall, Col. John, allusion to, note, 147. 

y assail, Leonard, dwelling of, prepared 
for occupancy of John Adams on his 
return from the American mission at 
St. James, 126, 127 ; note on, 126, 127. 

Vattel's "Law of Nature and of 
Nations," diarist peruses, 32; his 
comment thereon, 33, 87. 

Vaughnn, Mr., allusion to, 168. 

Virginia, ratifies the Federal Constitu- 
tion, 150. 

"Vision, The," poem by diarist, quota- 
tion from, 114, 115, 120. 

Vose sisters, Sarah, Margaret, Dolly, 
Nancy, Naomi, note on, 54. 

Vose, Solomon, allusion to, and note 
on, 54. 



^^^^^^^^^" mDKX. ^^^^^^Tlte ^H 


w. 


biographical note concerning, 22 ; ^^M 




allae^ion to, 104, 127. ^H 


Wattham, town of» allurfon to, 27. 


Welsh, i/r. Thomas, allusioa to, 25; .^H 


Ware, Rev, Henry^ chosen tutor at 


note concerning, 26. ^^H 


Harvard College, 19 ; dedines, and 


Wendell, J/r., diarijt meets and char- ^^M 


acceptH call as pastor at Hmglmm, 1^ i 


acterizea, 97; eccentric acts of^ 98. ^^| 


biograpliical note concertiing, 10; 


Wendell, Miss, allusion to, 13^3, 13[). ^H 


elected president of ^ B K, 26, 20 j 


Wen ham, town of, alluded to, 16. ^^M 


alinsion to^ 27 ; ordained and lettled 


Wei^t, Rev. Dr. Stephen, allusion to, 63, ^^M 


at Hinghrtm^ 51» 52, 53 ; aliuBion to, 


West, Rev, Samuel, classmate of Jolm ^^M 


128; orator at Harvard Cominence- 


Adama, Tiaits latter, 153; note on, ^_^^H 


ttJODt, 1788, 151. 


^^H 


War!and'»f of Cambridge, aUoaloD to. 


West, Samuel, graduate of Harvard ^^^^1 


27, 166. 


College, 1788, 165. ^H 


Warren, George, visita diariit, 151. 


West Church, Boston, Rep. Simeon ^^H 


Warren, Harry, allusion lo, 150. 


Howard pastor at, 28. ^^M 


Warren, Gen. Jam^s, of Braintree, aliu- 


Wet more, William, counsel in Sbehane ^^M 


Bion to, 128 ; critJciBro of, 150. 


trial, 28; biographical note concern- ^^M 


Warren, Mrs, Gen., of BraintreCi allu- 


ing, 28, 2'.^. ^H 


Bion to, 128. 148, lo<>, 151, 


Wej'mouth, town of, diarift Tiaita, 21 ; ^^M 


Warren, Dr. {Gen.) Joseph, Samuel 


allusion to, 128, 14^. ^^M 


AdaxnE, Jr., studies tnediolnc with, 


Whipping, punishment for crime. 40. ^^H 


87. 


White, John, diarist dines with, 12; ^^M 


Warren, Joseph (Jr,}, aon of Gen. 


biographical note coni'erninf, 12; ^^M 


Joseph Warren, allusion to, 22; 


diarist visits, 63, 66. 02, 121. 167. ^H 


note concerning, 22. 


White, Leonard, biographical note con- ^^H 


Washington, George, allasion to, 9, 47 ; 


cerning, 12 ^ diarist visits, 16, 18; ^^U 


Juhn rhilllps has college oration 


allui^ion to, 47, 48, 50, fiSJ, 66, 87, 88, ^H 


on, 123; dinea wHIi Vice-President 


91, ^2; mnrriea Mary Datton, 104; ^H 


Adams, 170; yi^ita Kew England, 


allusion to, 121, 157. ^H 


178, 179. 


Wibird, Rett, Anthony, diarist alludes ^H 


Waterhouse, Benjamin, diarist meets. 


to, 22; biographical note concemiug, ^^| 


at Cambridge, 124, 125 ; note on, 


22 ; diarist visits, 55 ; listens to sermon ^^M 


124, 125; allusion to, 144/ 166. 


by, 125, 126, 145. 146, 150; dijtrist ^H 


Waterman, Foster, disputant at Har- 


criticises, 151 ; listens to, 152, IBS. ^^M 


vard Exhibilitja, 1788, 146. 


Wler, Robert, graduate of Harvard ^^H 


Waters, Mr., visitor at Richard 


College, 1788, 155. ^H 


Craneh'a, 127. 


Wiggles worth, Dr, Edward, diarist al- ^^M 


Waterslon, liev. R. C, allusion to, 84. 


lodes to, 15; biogrApliicnl ni>te coo- ^^M 


Watts, Miss J. C, editorial work of, on 


cerning, 15; allusion to, 24, 28, 56, ^H 


Adama'S diary, 7. 


83 ; note on, 107 ; allusion to, 124, 155. ^H 


Weather, New England, diarist com- 


Wigglesworth, ^targaret (Peggy), allu- ^^M 


ments upon, 33. 


aion to, 15, 16, m, 125. ^^H 


Webber, Samuel, note concerning, 19; 


Wigglesworth, Sarah, aUuaioQ to, and ^^M 


allusion to, 76, 1 38. 


note on, 107. ^^| 


Webster, Daniel, correspondence of. 


Wilkins, Afrj., fellow passenger with ^^M 


referred to. 10. 


diarist on yoyage to New York, 175. ^^M 


Webster, Reij. Samuel, preaches at 


Willard, Joseph, PrrsUient of HurtHtrd ^^H 


Newburyport, 141 ; note on, 141, 103. 


Cdhge, note concerning, 10; diari«t'f ^^| 


Weir River, Gen, Lincoln's mill on, 54. 


criticism of, 10, 24 ; allusion to, 28, 76 ; ^H 


We!ch, Francis, biographical note con- 


presides at Cotnmoncement of 1788, ^^| 


cerning, 11 ; allusion to, 150, 108. 


153; checks applause at Commence- ^^| 


Welch, Afrs,, allnaion lo, 146. 


ment exercises, 151 ; confers degrees, ^^| 


Weld, Rev. Ezm, diarist alludei to, 22; 


154. ^H 
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WiUard, Sophia, allasion to, 24; note 
coDceming, 24. 

Williams, Dr., allusion to, 40. 

WilliamB, Reuel, allusion to, note, 149 ; 
allusion to, 166. 

Williams, Rtv. Samuel (Sr.), note on, 
66;allusion to, 128. 

Williams, Samuel (Jr.), classmate of 
diarist, allusion to, 66 ; note on, 66 ; 
allusion to, 62, 83, 128. 

Willis, Capt, Benjamin, diarist alludes 
to, 18 ; biographical note concenung, 
18. 

Wilmington, town of, diarist alludes to, 
11; Tisits, 18; dines at, 61; diarist 
passes through, 167. 

Winnisimet ferrj, allusion to, 166. 

Winslow, Rev, Edward, note, 174; 
daughters of, are fellow passengers 
with diarist on Tojago to New York, 
174. 

Winslow, 3/r., of Newburyport, allu- 
sion to, 41, 49. 

Winthrop, Hon, James, resigns as 
librarian at Harrard, 19; biograph- 
ical note concerning, 19 ; one of the 
founders of the Massachusetts His- 
torical Society, 19; allusion to, 24, 
111. 

Winthrop, Thomas L., Lieut, -Goo., 
allusion to, note, 140. 



Wit, diarist discusses, 60. 
Witherspoon, Reo, Dr, John, allusion 

to, 33. 
Wobum, town o( diarist passes 

through, 167. 
Wood's "Institutes of the Laws of 

England,*' reference to, 107; diarist 

reads, 140; note on, 140. 
Woodward, Mr., of Braintree, allosioii 

to, 166. 
Wright, Mr,, trarelling companion of 

diarist on journey to Proridence, 171, 

and to New York, 176. 
Wright, Sir Martin, " Law of Tenures'* 

of, diarist reads, 43; note on, 43; 

diarist completes reading of, 72. 
Wyer, Capt. William, of Newburyport, 

zealous for adoption of Federal Con- 
stitution, 46; note on, 46; allusion 

to, 72. 
Wyeth, Tapley, allusion to, and note 

on, 122. 

Y. 

" Yorick's Secret," allusion to, 4a 
Yorick's Sermons, allusion to, and note 

on, 70. 
Young, Dr, DaTid, seeks to prosecute 

participants in Shays's Rebellion, 

for personal injuries, 160. 
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